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THE POWER OF HOSPITALITY

“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; |
will put you in charge of many things. Come and
share your master's happiness!”

— Matthew 25:21 (NIV)

Last month, we talked about our ‘one goal’ (Maxwell) for 2014, as a
church. That one goal was to learn a system of assimilation or
hospitality, as I've been taught through my coaching with Pastor
Nelson Searcy. He is the guru of healthy church systems and
Assimilation is the system he coaches us to begin with. You'll be
getting several definitions of assimilation from me, as the year goes
on, so here’s another one for this month: Assimilation is all about
‘shutting the back door.” So often, our guests come in the front door,
and for a variety of reasons, keep on marching right out the back
door. In other words, they visit once or twice ... and then we may
never see them again. I've watched this happen time and time
again over the course of about 20 years in ministry. But, when we
get good at biblical hospitality (and come to church with that
attitude), this will happen less and less.

Let me ask you something: How do you feel about thank-you cards?
That’s something that many people cannot agree on. For some,
they only send thank-you cards when something extraordinary has
happened. And for others, they send a thank-you card out every
chance they get! | was raised in the latter category of
understanding. And | can still hear my mother saying this: “It's never
too late to send a thank-you!” That was her attitude. Of course, she
had the spiritual gift of hospitality, so that helped. For those of us
who don’t have that particular gift, we may have to work a little
harder at learning this. Anyway, thank-yous are terribly important!
My failure to send some in the past has resulted in my realizing the
power of this kind of hospitality!




One of my prayers has been, ever since landing in
Dodgeville almost a decade ago, for God to ‘send us the right
people’ to build his church here. And, | believe God has and
will continue to answer that prayer. But, we have a
responsibility to our prayers being answered, too. What do
we do with ‘the gift of a guest’ when God so graciously sends
them to us? How we respond to that ‘gift’ will make all the
difference in the world as to whether that ‘gift/guest’ wants to
continue coming to Dodgeville UMC or not.

Jane’s grandpa once received a gift at Christmas time,
unwrapped it in front of everyone (including the person who
gave him the gift), turned around and handed it to the person
next to him and said something like, “Do you want this? You
can have it if you do. | really don’t need that (whatever it
was).” (He was simply a very practical, to-the-point kind of
man.) However, that’'s NOT a great way to respond to a gift
given. And yet, many times that’s exactly the way we treat
the ‘gifts/guests’ God sends our way. We just don’t have time
for them ... or they’re not exactly what we had in mind, so we
pass them off to others. Let me go back to this truth about
biblical hospitality: Biblical hospitality is everyone’s
responsibility! And, as Pastor Searcy would say: “First-time
guests are extraordinary gifts full of unparalleled potential.”
As God brings them through the front door, our carefully
planned reciprocation can turn those first-time guests ... into
long-time attenders or members! But, again, it will take all of
us working together to see this accomplished!

So, how do we do that? How do we ‘close the back door’, so
to speak? That's what we’re going to be talking about as we
move ahead together into the future God is leading us to.
We'll pick up here next month, which leads us to Easter—an
incredible time of opportunity to say ‘thank-you’ in special
ways to those ‘gifts/guests’ God sends our way...

On the journey of life together,

Pastor Rom




Church ily News

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

All women are invited to join these events.

The monthly UMW Meeting is scheduled for March 6 at 7:00
PM in fellowship hall. The topic for the program will be Prayer
and Self Denial and is presented by the Evening Star Circle.
Refreshments will be served by the Grace Post Circle. The
executive Board will meet at 6:30 PM.

The Evening Star Circle will meet in Fellowship Hall at 7:00 PM
on March 10". Shirley Lewis is the hostess and Jeanne
Kapotas will lead the bible study.

The Grace Post Circle will meet at Louise Price’s home on
March 17 at 1:30 PM. Rosemary Edwards will give the
devotion.

A World Day of Prayer service will be hosted at DUMC on
Friday, March 7" at 10:00 AM.

Women of the Bible Drama at Sinsinawa Mounds—
Wednesday, April 2""—Lunch 12:00PM with performance at
1:30PM. If interested please contact Charlene Mingst at 935-
5758 before March 6™,

The Annual Coulee District Spiritual Growth Retreat is
scheduled for Saturday, March 22, 2014 at the Viola UMC in
Viola, WI. Registration and “Coffee” is at 8:30AM. The day’s
event will close with the “Sending Forth” at 2:30PM. This year’s
speaker is Karen Stimeling—her theme is “You Get to Choose”.
If attending we are asked to bring a picture of ourselves as a
baby or young child and a Bible. The registration fee is $10.00 in
advance or $15.00 at the door. Child care is provided if the host
church is notified before the date of the event. The deadline for
pre-registration is March 15. Please see Charlene Mingst for
registration forms.




“Gospelled lives” are lives that have encountered Jesus Christ. Christ's call leads to a continually
unfolding story for each of us. An encounter with the living Christ demands a response. During this
study, we will meet New Testament individuals who heard Jesus speak a word about their life. Some
responded with joy and gratitude, while others ignored or rejected his word to them. John
Indermark’s book, Gospelled Lives: Encounters with Jesus will introduce us to a variety of New

Testament characters, which could include:
Bartimaeus

The women at Jesus' tomb

The slave of the high priest

A rich young man

Herod Antipas

Mary Magdalene

Ten lepers

Please join us on Wednesday nights, 4:30 pm or 6:30 pm at DUMC. Grow into a
deeper understanding of what it means to hear and respond to Christ's word for

YOUR life!
Date Topic
03/12/2014 Called
03/19/2014 Challenged
032612014 Rejected
04/02/2014 Transfomed
04/09/2014 Empowered

If you miss a week, no problem! Each session is a new topic.

Indermark, John. (2008). Gospelled Lives: Encounters with Jesus: A Lenten Study. Nashwille: Upper Room. 2/19/2014




All the News for All 4 One

Schedule Until March 5

4:30-5:30 PK-Gr. 5 Youth Station Rotations - Next Theme:

Journey to the Cross

4:30-5:30 Adult Bible Study - Current Theme: Grace
5:30-6:00 Feeding Friends Free Supper for all (youth,
adults, teens, ...... )

6:00-6:30 Contemporary Group Worship

6:30-7:30 Adult Bible Study: Current Theme: Grace
6:30-8:00 Middle School and High School Youth Groups

Upcoming Lenten Schedule Beginning March 5th

4:30-5:30 Adult Bible Study and PK-5 Youth Station
Rotations

5:30-6:30 Feeding Friends on March 5"/ Youth Mission
Trip Free Will Offering Meals March 12-April 9

March 12=Spaghetti/Youth Mission Ministry

March 19=Pancakes & Sausage/Trustees

March 26= Taco Bar/Ad Council

April 2= Soup & Sandwich Bar/Music Ministry

April 9=Baked Potato Bar/UMW

Youth will provide the beverages, desserts or salads

4:30-5:30 and 6:30-7:30 Adult Lenten Bible Studies
6:30-8:00 Middle School and High School Youth Group

NO ALL 4 ONE OR MEAL ON APRIL 16

ANNUAL UMW SPRING RUMMAGE SALE

Friday & Saturday April 25th & 26™.

Please start gathering your donations—they may be brought to

the church on Wednesday & Thursday (April 23rd & 24th)
starting at 9:00 AM both days.




ALL4ONE FUN!

VaLeNtiNeS




ALL4ONE FUN!

Financial Report

CURRENT MONTH JANUARY, 2014

Monthly Income $ 12,103
Monthly Expenses Paid $ 14,465
Net Income for month $ < 2,362 >
Apportionments Paid 1,063.50
Unpaid Apportionments $ 1,063.50

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $
Years Expenses Paid $
Net Income for Year  $
Apportionments Paid $
Unpaid Apportionments $

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $25,524
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $ 2,127




Our Stewardship...from buckets to party shoes

Lest you think I'm only capable of a “glass half empty” perspective, I've
got to tell you we may just be on pace to ditch that glass for a bucket this
year. Granted I'm only basing my optimism on January's numbers, but
with all our congregation has endured in the past year, | think we're a bit
deserving of some celebration.

First off, I'm happy to report that our 2013 goal for paying 50% of our
apportionment commitment was nearly met at 48.3%. Compared to the
fact we only paid 29.2% of our 2012 commitment, | think this is worth at
least a couple of “Yahoos!” and “Well, how about thats!” Add to that an
increase of income by 35% over January last year, you just might want to
go digging for your party shoes. But hold on...our expenses were 23%
LESS than January last year. Yep, you read right. So, okay, go find
those shoes, but keep reading while you're tying the laces.

While this is a GREAT way to start the year, | want you to know there's
plenty of work continuing toward boosting our financial health. Because
our apportionment commitment is based on total membership, your
leadership team is undertaking an effort to more closely follow the Book
of Discipline's process for assuring accurate membership accounting. In
short, there will be a renewed effort to reach out to members whose
participation has decreased. Your Trustees are prioritizing building
needs so we can plan for potential significant projects.

And on a related note, | want to express sincerest appreciation for some
recent acts of generosity, each helping to relieve our budget pressure.
When our main office copier decided it didn't want to copy any more, a
member stepped forward and offered to replace it. When our garbage
disposal decided it didn't want to dispose any more, the UMW graciously
paid to replace it. When our water heater decided it wasn't so hot any
more, a member gifted a new one. When our toilets decided...well...you
know..., an individual offered to replace them AND a local contractor
installed them for a mere heartfelt thank you. Taken together, these acts
of generosity totaled over $7,300. But, equally as important, these acts
demonstrate a love for this church...our church.

Another gift I'd like to share with you is a $2,500 grant sought and
received by our Christian Education Ministry Team that is being used to
get our Feeding Friends program started. For the past few Wednesdays,
our church has provided a free supper meal during the All 4 One time
that is open to anyone in the community. It doesn't only take money to
make this happen, but it also takes the donation of food, time and talent




from many of our congregation. What better way to reach out and
strengthen fellowship than to break bread together?

Well, thanks for reading this far as I'm sure your party shoes are tied by
now. But before you go boogie till you drop, let's relish this good
feeling and keep working together to let it grow in strength and scope.
If you haven't made your personal giving commitment, the time is now.
Start simple by giving each month what you may have spent on those
things that always seem to jump into your cart at Walmart, but weren't
on the shopping list. Plan more nights at home experimenting with
different cookbooks instead of going out. Or, like me, take time to
inventory all the stuff you've come to accumulate, much of which you
can't quite recall what possessed you to want it in the first place. |
recently read a book by the late (some say great) comedian, George
Carlin in which he penned the following monologue:

So when you get right down to it, your house is nothing more than a
place to keep your stuff...while you go out and get...more stuff. 'Cause
that's what this country is all about. Trying to get more stuff. Stuff you
don't want, stuff you don't need, stuff that's poorly made, stuff that's
overpriced. Even stuff you can't afford! Gotta keep on getting more

stuff-

So you keep getting' more and more stuff, and puttin'it in different
places. In the closets, in the attic, in the basement, in the garage...So
now you got a houseful of stuff. And, even though you might like your
house, you gotta move. Gotta get a bigger house. Why? Too much

stuff!

Okay, very few if any of us are looking for bigger houses to hold our
growing stash of stuff, but I think you get the message. Why not take a
moment the next time you're thinking about buying some more stuff
and ask yourself just what it will promise to give you that God hasn't
already promised if we only accept and live in his grace? What impact
could those dollars you're thinking of spending have if given to the
church? What impact might you have in someone else's life if you
decide to donate some of your stuff to those who could really use it?
(The UMW rummage sale is coming up soon, ya know!)

My thanks and blessings,
Scott A. Godfrey, Finance Chair




Income and Expense by Month [NIncome
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#299 To give means to sacrifice proportionately. “...they
gave voluntarily according to their means, and even beyond
their means.” (2 Corinthians 8:3 — NRSV)

“What are you called to give up for Lent this year?” Pastor
Carolyn asked in her sermon and acknowledged, “I know it
wasn't too long ago that | asked about your New Year’'s
resolutions. Are the two connected?”

Steve thought about it. His New Year’s resolution was to
lose weight and almost every year he gave up chocolate for
Lent. The two were somewhat connected. Pastor Carolyn
went on to say that while giving up something for Lent might
seem trivial to some, itis a start. She said, “As followers of
Christ, we are each called to give according to our means.
Christians of all ages give voluntarily of everything they have
for the common good. We may start by giving up something
trivial, like chocolate; and later be led to give a portion of our
income and, ultimately, our lives to the ministry of Jesus
Christ.”

You might consider adding something to your life during the
six weeks of Lent instead of giving something up. Add
something that helps you focus on Christ. Try setting a
specific time each day for prayer and Bible Study or adding
exercise to your daily routine. If you don’t already tithe, you
might try tithing or giving a regular percentage of your
income during Lent. If you make it to Easter, you can decide
whether you’re going to continue it for the rest of the year.

How much is God calling you to give this year? Are you
starting with chocolate? Are you moving to giving a regular
percentage of your income: 1%, 3%, 5%, 7%, 10% or more?
No matter how much we are called to give, may we do it as a
means of loving God first, and our neighbors as ourselves as
we grow in faith.




ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR FEBRUARY:

Sunday 9:00 10:45 Offering
February 2 87 45 $1,991
February 9 67 38 $3,028
February 16 68 39 $ 956
February 23 88 32 $2,560

TULIPS, DAFFODILS AND LILIES

As usual the opportunity to order flowers for display in the
sanctuary on Easter is fast approaching. Plans are
underway to offer Tulips, Daffodils and Lilies. Order
blanks will be appearing soon in a church bulletin.

CHOIR NOTES

The choir will sing at the 9:00 services on March 2™, 16™,
and 23™. We will rehearse at 8:15AM before those services.
Please join us as we prepare music for the Lenten and
Easter Season. We welcome new and/or “returning” singers
at any time!!

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Everyone is invited to attend the annual World Day of Prayer
service hosted by our church on Friday, March 7, 2014 at
10:00AM. This year’s program was prepared by the World
Day of Prayer Committee in Egypt. The theme is “Streams
in the Desert”. Refreshments will be served in Fellowship

Hall following the service.




Mission & Outreach News

Loose Change for Change: January, February, and March
CHANGE FOR CHANGE will be designated to the lowa
County Homeless Shelter coalition. The shelter is closing
temporarily the end of January due to lack of funding. The
shelter will open again once money is secured. Many
individuals and families have used the shelter while they
work with agencies to get back on their feet and into housing
again. The average stay is 30-45 days. Only one family can
use the shelter at a time. It costs $500-$600 a month to run
the shelter. Change jars are on the connections table in the
narthex to take home and fill with coins/bills. Bring the jar
back on CHANGE FOR CHANGE sundays; January 26th,
February 23rd, March 23rd and place the change in the
offering baskets in the back of the sanctuary. If you choose
to write a check for change for change please designate that
on the memo section of the check. Currently we have over
$700 from loose change and $1000 from the youth
fundraiser at piggly wiggly.

"Every little bit can make a change in someone's life!"

The Cornerstone Party luncheon on Friday, February 14%
was a huge success. We had chili and hotdogs. There was
60 people in attendance. You could hear the music,
dancing, and laughter a block away. Our church puts on
three party for these individuals each year. A good time was
had by all. A big thank you to all who helped in anyway.
There will be a summer party next.




Upcomine tunities...

Lent and Holy Week Schedule

Mission Meal 5:30-6:30 PM

Encounters with Jesus Bible Study 6:30-7:30 PM
Meal Menu:

March 12%": Spaghetti (Youth Mission)

March 19™: Pancakes & Sausage (Trustees)
March 26™: Taco Bar (Ad Council)

April 2" Soup & sandwich (Music)

April 9:  Baked Potato Bar (UMW)

April 16":  No Meal or All40One

Palm Sunday: April 13th (regular worship times)
Maunday Thursday Worship Service: April 17" 6:30 PM
Good Friday Worship Service: April 18" 6:30 PM
Easter Sunday: April 20*" (regular worship times)

Please Pray:
Ken/Mary Johnson — skin cancer/heart problems
Dorothy - recovery from surgery
Felicity - seizures
Eunice Jewell — eye surgery, healing
Marion Schreihart — health concerns
Mark McCutchin — neck surgery
Jack — kidney replacement
Keith Henry & Eileen Gorsline - radiation
Cassville VBS — place/group to sponsor
Marilyn Welsh — patience and healing
8 yr old—brain tumor
Jerry — back surgery
Karen Miller — bacterial infection (in SC)

Scott Murn — throat/neck cancer, radiation & chemo




ADVANCE LAY SPEAKING CLASS
“UNITED METHODIST POLITY”
Sugar River United Methodist Church
130 N Franklin St
Verona W1 53593
Saturday, March 22 & 29
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Facilitated by Sam Royappa, District Superintendent
Capital Coulee Region

Suggested Resources:

1. “Polity, Practice, and the Mission of the United
Methodist Church” by Thomas Edward Frank. It
would be helpful to purchase this resource before the
class through Amazon, but it is not required.

2. The Book of Discipline 2012

This course will explore the Connectional System of the global church
called, The United Methodist Church, including the fundamental
guestions and issues that face both churches and people, today.

Further, participants will be expected to engage in intentional
conversation and dialogue on how to use the Book of Discipline as a
resource to order the life and ministries of the Church locally and
globally.

Registration cost: $20, made payable to Capital Coulee Regional Office,
750 Windsor St, Sun Prairie WI 53590. Registration deadline is March
14, 2014.

Please bring a bag lunch on both Saturdays. Any questions, please call
or email Sherry Malone, 608.837.0056 or smalone@wisconsinumc.org

DUMC contact for questions: Gail Ray 608.535.9234 or
gail@dodgevilleumc.org




COMMUNITY EVENTS
‘A Mighty Fortress is Our Basement’
Musical Comedy, Five Flags Theater
Thursday, April 17, 2PM & 7PM

Women’s Day of Wellness
BMZ Church
March 8™ 8:30AM-4:30PM

World Day of Prayer Service
Friday, March 7%, 10:00 AM
DUMC Sanctuary

Faith Lutheran Church
Free Will Soup Luncheon
Wednesday, March 5
11:00AM to 1:30PM

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pancake Breakfast
3-9-14, 8:00AM-12:30PM

Montfort UMC
“We’ve Got Talent Variety Show”
Saturday, March 29" 6:30-8:30 PM
See bulletin board for more information

No MARCH Anniversaries
Please contact the church office if your special day isn't listed.

March Birthdays
2 - Phil Udelhoven
7 - Julia Harman
8 — Stu Miller
14 - Margaret Humbert
15 - Dallas Starr
16 - Tammy Leiser
30 - Jeff Athey
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