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SO, WHAT’S ALL THIS TALK ABOUT   

STEWARDSHIP? 

 
“You must set aside a tithe of your crops—

one-tenth of all the crops you harvest each 
year. 23 Bring this tithe to the designated place 
of worship—the place the LORD your God 
chooses for his name to be honored …. Doing 
this will teach you always to fear the LORD your God [italics 
mine]. – Deuteronomy 14:22-23 (NLT 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear friends, 
 
Why in the world have we had so much talk about stewardship and 

giving lately at Dodgeville United Methodist Church? Beginning the 
end of May and continuing through June, there was a 5-week worship 
series entitled ‘Learning to Live & Love Like Jesus: The Secrets of 
Joy-Filled Giving’ where we talked about ‘The Treasure Principle’ and 
all 6 keys that would help us to remember and implement that biblical 
principle in our lives (see Treasure Principle card in latest quarterly 
mailing). Then, you might have also noticed an addition to our worship 
services this summer—the Discipleship Moment. It seems to be a time 
when the pastor or Finance Chair talks about ways we can be better 
stewards of all God has given us. So, why these changes? What’s all 
this talk about stewardship? Today, I want to share with you my 
answer to that question—from a pastor’s perspective. There are two 
primary reasons that come to mind today: 

 

 Our walk with God… 

 Being fully resourced for the ministry God calls us to… 
 

First, our walk with God: Did you know that, biblically speaking, our 
giving is a direct reflection of our relationship with God? Yes. It’s a tell- 

 

http://www.dodgevilleumc.org/images/staff/Rom130.jpg


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tale sign of where we’re at in our walk with God—how well 
we’re doing with God. And in the area of giving, God has 
expectations of all of us who are disciples of his Son, Jesus. 
The concept of giving (tithing in particular) is taught in the Old 
Testament and Jesus affirms this kind of giving in the New 
Testament. So, it’s been a part of God’s relationship with his 
people since the beginning. And, as your pastor, when I look at 
individual giving from members of this congregation, I don’t 
have to look to far to know that we’re not where we need to 
be—maybe not even close. Now, this doesn’t apply to everyone 
across the board. We do have some who are faithfully tithing 
and supporting the church the way they promised when they 
took their membership vows. But, the fact is that less than 40% 
of our membership are giving anything, which makes it obvious 
that a great percentage of our membership are not where they 
need to be spiritually. So, as a pastor or spiritual coach, we 
need to work on this as one of the ‘fundamentals’ of the faith. 
Our giving, in other words, has everything to do with our walk 
with God! 
 

The second reason is just plain obvious: being fully 
resourced for ministry. The problem we are facing as a church 
right now is that the Dodgeville United Methodist Church is not 
fully resourced for the ministry God is calling us to—a result of 
decades of poor stewardship finally catching up. All I can speak 
to personally is the past decade, but this has been the case 
since I’ve been here and as I look back in the records, habits 
that exist now were also prevalent before my arrival. But there 
are many here who pray about ministry opportunities that 
DUMC can be involved in (of which needs are great), only to 
find out that there is no way we can financially support those 
ministries—no matter how desperate the need is. 

 
So, do you see why we need more talk—more teaching—on 

stewardship, the managing of all that God has blessed us with? 
And even more than teaching on this subject, we need those 
who are willing to be obedient to God’s word—to live lives of 
obedience, that both they and others (through the ministry of 
this church) might be blessed. So, please put into practice what 

 



 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 

Adult Fellowship 
 

Adult Fellowship is an organization within our church that 
has been meeting for approximately 60 years.  Our evening 
begins with a potluck meal followed by a variety of programs.  
We listen to travelogues, have hymn sings, game nights and 
picnics in the park.  We’ve had wood carving and stained glass 
demonstrations and some nights we just “fellowship” with one 
another.   We meet on the second Thursday of the month April 
through October.  In November we traditionally have a turkey 
dinner.  The majority of our meetings are in Fellowship Hall, 
but we occasionally meet at the home of one of our members.  
We have an interesting mix of people and always welcome any 
adults that would be interested in joining us. 

 
On Thursday, August 14 we will meet in Fellowship 

Hall at 6:00 PM for a potluck meal.  We welcome anyone 
interested in attending.  Please bring a dish to share, table 
service and beverages will be provided.  Alex Harman will be 
giving a presentation on his trip to Borneo.  Any questions 
about the evening, contact Ron and Bobbi Butteris 935-2693 
or Charlie and Louise Price 935-7224.  

 

we’ve learned together about the stewardship of our lives, 
begin to meet God’s expectations, and you will begin to know 
all the JOY that will follow when we do. I’m excited about the 
future, especially when the direction we’ll be going is … up! 

 
On the journey of life together, 

 

Pastor Rom  
 



 

 

  
 

 

       THERE WILL BE NO WORSHIP/COOKOUT AT  
                    TOM’S CAMPGROUND THIS YEAR 

    NEXT YEAR IS PENDING. 

THANK YOU! 
Dodgeville UMC family, 
Thank you so much for the check, the cards, the beautiful 

candle holders and the warm send off!  All I can say is “WOW”!  
You are an incredible church family and a shining light in the 
world.  I continue to hold the Dodgeville UMC faith community in 
my prayers. 

Much love, 
Gail Ray, PO Box 262, 348 E Centre St, Footville, WI  53537 
608.574.1217; Gail.ray1@gmail.com 
  

 
Choir Notes 

The women from the choir are scheduled to sing at the service 
on Sunday, August 24th. Anyone who would like to sing is more 
than welcome to join us!!!  We are planning to rehearse on 
Wednesday, August 20th at 7:00PM in the music room, and again 
before the service on the 24th at 8:15 AM. 

Looking ahead to September—the Adult Choir will have their 
first rehearsal of the Fall on Wednesday, September, 3rd at 7:00PM 
in the music room. We would love to have anyone join us who 
enjoys singing—including students in grade 8-12!! The first Sunday 
that the choir will sing is September 7th at the 9:00AM Service. We 
also rehearse at 8:15AM before the Service. If you have any 
questions regarding the choir please contact Charlene Mingst at 
935-5758. 

 



 
 

June/July Giving/Attendance Stats 

Week Attendance Offering 

June 

1 110 $3,256 

2 112 $2,309 

3 96 $2,220 

4 109 $1,800 

5 96 $2,887 

July 

1 78 $2,728 

2 80 $1,717 

3 79 $2,392 

4 114 $4,424 

 

 

 “Brunch at the Barn”—Martha Boyer is once again hosting 
this annual event at her beautiful country home.  This year it is 
scheduled for Friday, August 8th, at 9:30 AM.  Breakfast 
casseroles will be prepared by Martha, and if you are able to 
bring a fruit plate, muffins, or coffee cake, etc. that would be 
appreciated as well. Please join us— everyone is invited and 
you are encouraged to bring a guest.  If you have any questions 
or need a ride please contact Charlene Mingst at 935-5758.   

 
Looking ahead to September—the first scheduled United 

Methodist Women’s meeting is planned for Thursday, 
September 4th, at 7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. The Executive 
Board will meet at 6:30PM in the Library. We welcome new 
members at any time and at any meeting—please join us. This 
will be our annual “Pledge Service” program which will be led 
by members of the Evening Star Circle. The Grace Post Circle 
will serve refreshments. 

 



                 

  

CURRENT MONTH    JULY 2014                        

 

Monthly Income                 $ 10,843   
Monthly Expenses Paid     $ 10,981 
Net Income for month       $  < 138 > 
Apportionments Paid         $    0 (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 

Unpaid Apportionments   $   2,127  (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
 

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                      $78,153 
Years Expenses Paid           $87,737 
Net Income for Year         $<  9,584> 
Apportionments Paid        $   2,127     (figure included in Years Expenses Paid) 

Unpaid Apportionments   $ 14,760    (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 
 

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR         $ 25,524 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH                 $   2,127 
 

Scott Godfrey, Finance Chair 

Finance Chair 

 

 

YOUR GENEROUS OFFERINGS TO  
MISSION & OUTREACH MINISTRY FOR 2014 

 
Jan-March: Homeless Shelter          $2,607.81 
 
April-May-June:  Barnabas House           $250.99 
 

July-Aug-Sept      Shoebox Postage (July)       $84.03 
 
Total Mission & Outreach Giving:           $2,942.83 
 

Our current loose change for change is 
supporting postage for our “Operation Christmas” 

Shoeboxes. 



New Look…Same Great Church! 

Introducing the new look of Dodgeville UMC: 

 
Logo 

We have a new logo, with cleaner lines and updated styling.  We've kept 
with the compass theme to go with our "GPS" vision statement and church 
décor; but rather than a detailed, photo-realistic, compass image like we had, 
it’s now simplified with similar coloring as the former, and a more modern font 
for the words. 
Website 

We also have a brand new website!  It has been completely redesigned from 
the ground up to be accessible, intuitive, good-looking and mobile 
friendly.  Load dodgevilleumc.org on your phone to experience the 
new mobile features, such as sliding side menu, and responsive 
videos. 

The homepage is geared towards seekers who are looking for a 
church, but also makes it easy for regulars to find things they might 
need, such as calendars, schedules, sermon videos, etc.  We haven’t 
lost any history.  Prior sermons and posts have been migrated over, but now they 
can be easily viewed from any mobile device. 
Why the changes? 

1. Brand recognition.  The logo has been created to be more of a symbol 

to represent our church, rather than being an actual compass. It is our 

hope that someone will see the symbol around town and associate with 

Dodgeville UMC. 

2. Printability.  The old logo was a photo-realistic representation of a 

compass.  It didn’t print well.  This new logo can be easily converted to 

a single color if necessary, and is very easy to convert to printable 

formats. 

3. Old Design. The website was getting old and beginning to look its age. 

We’ve updated to a more modern design and coloring scheme. 

4. Mobile optimization.  We needed our site to be more accessible to 

mobile phone & tablet users.  It now scales to any screen size, and 

enables special mobile features on those devices.                                    

If you have any questions or comments, contact MattSchlueter 

at matt@dodgevilleumc.org. (No hate mail please. ) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Adult Fellowship 
 

Essential Transformation (Basics of Christianity) 
Class Offered Fall 2014 

  
Essential Transformation (E.T. for short) is a 13-week class 

for those desiring to explore the basics of the Christian faith and 
is open to everyone from their sophomore year in high school on 
up—including long-time members!  This class is a prerequisite for 
any desiring to confirm their baptismal vows (Confirmation) or for 
those considering membership at Dodgeville UMC. Beyond that, 
it’s open to anyone wanting to brush up on the basics of the 
Christian faith, which is what this course covers in preparation for 
a deeper life in the church… 

 
We will be having an informational meeting on Sunday, 

August 24, at 10:15 AM in the library at Dodgeville UMC.  (High 
schoolers should bring their parents with them to the 
informational meeting!)  Regular 90-minute classes will start in 
September and end in December.  (Actual day and time of class 
will be determined at this meeting, with full schedule available 
shortly after. Also nursery care is possible by prior arrangement.) 

  
And for any who have sensed the Bible or Bible study to be 

intimidating, this is also the class for you!  We start at the 
beginning:  We start with how to get around in the Bible 
itself.  Then we move to basic beliefs of our faith - Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit - and how God works in and through our lives in 
special ways.  Along with that, we hope to answer your questions 
about things like "Why the church?" 

  
Won't you pray about joining our Essential Transformation 

class this fall? If interested, please contact Carla in the church 
office at 935-5451, or Pastor Rom, as soon as possible!  We 
hope to see you there! 

August 2014 - Please Pray For… 
Stu & Karen Miller  Jim Tolzman 
Janice Terrill   Julia Harman 
Zander Symons   Ken & Mary Johnson 
Billy Ward   Kaylyn Knight 
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Monfort UMC 
Pancake Breakfast 

Sunday, September 7
th 

8:00-12:30 PM 
Upland Hills Health      

Community Blood Drive 
Thursday, August 21 
9:00AM-2:00 PM 
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