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A TESTING OF OUR FAITH … OR 

‘GRACIOUS UNCERTAINTY’ 
 

“He called a little child and had him stand 
among them. 3 And he said: ‘I tell you the 

truth, unless you change and become 
like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.’”  

– Matthew 18:2-4 (NIV) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear members & friends of the Dodgeville UMC, 
 
As you read this May 2015 newsletter, we are within 7-8 
weeks of a very significant change … in both of our lives. Jane 
and I will be moving to the community of Lomira (eastern 
Wisconsin) to begin a new chapter of our lives there and the 
Dodgeville/Ridgeway: Grace congregations will be receiving a 
new pastor to begin on July 1. After 11 years in Dodgeville 
(the longest period of time I have lived anywhere my entire 
life), this will indeed be a major shift in all of our lives. 
 
I was reading My Utmost for His Highest and came across a 
devotional that seemed to really speak to where I am at this 
particular time; maybe it will speak to you, too. Oswald 
Chambers—the author—talks about a reality for Christ-
followers called ‘gracious uncertainty’. The title alone caught 
my attention, and then I looked into it a bit deeper. Chambers 
explains it this way: 
 
Our natural inclination is to be so precise—trying always to  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
forecast accurately what will happen next—that we look upon  
uncertainty as a bad thing. We think that we must reach some  
predetermined goal, but that is not the nature of the spiritual 
life. The nature of the spiritual life is that we are certain of our 
uncertainty. … Certainty is the mark of the commonsense life—
gracious uncertainty is the mark of the spiritual life…. 
 
I’m sure I’m not the only one that feels like we’re a bit in limbo 
these days—lots of uncertainty. But without a faith in Christ and 
in our Heavenly Father who loves us, we’d be in a real pickle 
wouldn’t we? The point of Chamber’s devotional is basically 
this: In the midst of our uncertainty about life—and what comes 
next, the one thing we can be certain of, is God—God’s love 
and care for us. And that should be enough… 

 
It is times like this that really tests our faith. But it’s also times 
like this that helps our faith to grow. And, hopefully—as the 
scripture above reminds us, we’ll become as trusting as little 
children when it comes to our walk with God. The sooner we 
realize that we are not really in control of our lives, the sooner 
we can learn to relax and trust the One who loves us more than 
any other every could … and the One who—if asked—will 
guide our every step into God’s very best future! Are you ready 
to surrender the days ahead to God? Jane and I have had to 
wrestle with this very issue as well, so if your feelings are 
similar don’t feel like you’re alone. And the answer is … yes, 
we’ve let any control we thought we had of the future go, and 
we’re trusting God today with faith like a little child. What an 
incredible way to live! What freedom we have when we learn to 
do things God’s way! Won’t you join us? 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at our next worship celebration,  

 
Pastor Rom  
 

 



 
 
 

CHOIR NEWS 
The choir will sing at the services on May 3rd and May 17. We 

rehearse at 8:00 AM in the Music Room on the Sundays that we 
sing. Please join us as we “sing to the Lord a new song…”—

Psalm 96:1. If you have any questions regarding the choir 
please call Charlene Mingst at 935-5758. 

 

THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!    THANK YOU! 
 

The UMW wishes to thank everyone who helped in any way to 
make our Spring Rummage and Bake Sale a huge success!! 
Because of your generous donations of rummage items, and 
baked goods; and because of the generous donations of time 
from the approximately 25 people who worked throughout the 4 
day event we were able to realize a profit of nearly $1800. This 
money will be used to support our local church, community 
charities and programs, and meet our pledge to mission to the 
Wisconsin Conference UMW. Specific donations will be made 
to UMC Camp Scholarships, the Youth Mission Trip, the 
Madison Mission Chaplaincy, Stephen Ministry, Imagine No 
Malaria, as well as the Iowa County Food Pantry, We Care, the 
Free Clinic and other community and church programs. UMW 
Conference programs that we have supported include 
Northcott, the Hmong House of Good News, and Harbor House 
all in Wisconsin; and the Redbird Mission in Kentucky. Again 
we say thank you and we very sincerely appreciate your 
support!!  
 

Adult Fellowship 
 

Adult Fellowship will meet on Thursday, May 14 at the home of 
Ron and Bobbi Butteris at 6:00 p.m.  Table service and 
beverages will be provided.  Please bring a dish to share and 
enjoy a Spring evening in the country.  First-timers are always 
welcome.  Questions contact Ron or Bobbi Butteris at 935-
2693 or Charlie or Louise Price at 935-7224. 



 
 
 
 

Celebrate With Our Graduates 
 
 

Shianne Carroll – Dodgeville High School 
Diana Dochnahl – Dodgeville High School 

Eliza Godfrey – Dodgeville High School 
 

Congratulations and best wishes on a new and 
exciting chapter beginning in your lives! 

 

 

LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

As of April 29th, we have collected 
$1,340.35 in offerings for Imagine No 

Malaria.  A check in that amount has been 
sent to the Conference Office.  We are making 

progress to our goal set by the Church 
Council of $3,000.   

 



 

  

 
UMW Meetings and Events for May 

 
*All women of the church are invited and encouraged 

to attend these meetings and/or events. 
 

Our annual Friends’ Night program will take the place of the 
regular UMW meeting in May. It is scheduled for Thursday, 
May 7th at 7:00 PM. Musical entertainment will be provided by 
Dave Jeglum and Tom Black—both were a part of the “Old 
Hickory” quartet—and their accompanist, Diane Dangerfield. 
As always, refreshments will be served after the program.  
Everyone is welcome—both ladies and gentlemen. 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 
The Evening Star circle will meet at the church in Fellowship 
Hall on Monday, May 11 at 7:30PM—note change of time (for 

this meeting only). Martha Boyer will be the hostess. 
-------------------------------------------------- 

The Grace Post circle will meet at 1:30 PM on Monday, May 
18. Eunice Jewell is the hostess and Marian Reynolds will 
present the devotions. 

-------------------------------------------------- 
 

There is a Coulee District event scheduled for Thursday, 
May 7th at 1:30PM. This is the annual Spring Cluster meeting. 
The UMW of the Whig UMC is hosting the event. Registration 
will begin at 1:15. The program will be presented by Beverly 
Doll of the UW Grant County Extension on the topic of 
homelessness in our area. There will be an offering taken that 
will be used to purchase school supplies for needy and 
homeless children in schools in our area. Please contact 
Charlene Mingst at 935-5758 if you are interested in 
attending.  

 



                 

  

 

Everyone Welcome! 
 
 

 
 

The annual Dodgeville United 
Methodist Women’s Friends’ Night is 
scheduled for Thursday, May 7th at 

7:00PM at the church.  
 

Musical entertainment will be 
provided by Dave Jeglum and Tom 

Black (formerly of “Old Hickory”) and 
Diane Dangerfield.  Refreshments will 

be provided after the program. 
Everyone is welcome-- ladies and 

gentlemen!! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT MONTH    MARCH 2015                         
 
Monthly Income               __$17,885 
Monthly Expenses Paid        $14,502 
Net Income for month         $   3,382 
Apportionments Paid          $   1,313    (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments   _$       879  (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
 

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                $      39,376 
Years Expenses Paid     $      35,373___ 
Net Income for Year     $        4,003_ 
Apportionments Paid      _$    3,939  (figure included in Years Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments  _$   2,637  (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 
 
TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $26,304 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 2,192 
 
Our goal of meeting 60% apportionment:  $15,783 annual 
        $1,315 monthly 
 
 
Scott Godfrey, Finance Chair 
 

 
 

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR APRIL 
 

Sunday  9:00   Offering  
 
April 5  164   $4,657 
April 12  115   $2,296 
April 19  111   $3,231 
April 26  87   $1,801 
 



   A LETTER FROM THE BISHOP 
 

For many generations, The United Methodist Church has 
had a reputation for caring about and for people, especially 
those in need of healing and support.  Our Health and 
Welfare Ministries are responsible for perpetuating a great 
legacy of caring.  As your bishop, I am pleased to remind 
you that, in Wisconsin, we have at least 13 excellent reasons 
to support Golden Cross Sunday.  That’s the number of 
hospitals, senior living communities, as well as 
neighborhood, family, and children’s services that are 
directly impacted by this offering.  Over the past year, I have 
witnessed first-hand how our United Methodist Connection of 
care and love is extended through our ministries and people.  
I join you in giving thanks to God for them.  
 
Our Health and Welfare Ministries are also a reflection of our 
Conference priorities to support mercy and justice, 
multicultural, and soul food ministries.  As you well know, all 
of our Health and Welfare Ministries are making a difference 
in the lives of thousands of people each year.  It is a joy to 
serve in Wisconsin where people are committed to reaching 
out with Christ’s love to people of all ages and circumstance.  
Our offerings are used throughout the year to support those 
who are unable to cover the full cost of their care and 
service. 
 
This year, Sunday, May 10 is the suggested date for us to 
remember and celebrate the Health and Welfare Ministries 
with the Golden Cross Sunday Special Offering.  An 
offering in honor of mothers on that day is a great way to 
celebrate life-sustaining love, so I invite all of our Wisconsin 
United Methodist congregations to participate this eyar in the 
Gold Cross Offering.  
 
Thank you in advance for the generous and caring response 
to Golden Cross Sunday, which will make it possible for our 
ministries to continue to serve in Christ’s name on our 
behalf. 
 
In Christ’s love, Hee-Soo Jung, PhD 
Bishop 
 



   
CONNECTION CARD COMMENTS 

 
I am an Americorps NCC member and we’re only 

here until April 23 but it’s nice to come to an open 
and welcoming church. 

 
 

Thank you for a truly blessed experience as a 
member of this congregation.  I love you all and 

will miss you!! 
Craig Brown 

 
Craig’s new address:  9404 Dregers way, Verona, 
53593 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Pray… 
 

Julia Harman 
Marcie Scullion 

Craig’s grandma 
Zander Symons & family 

Theresa Davis 
Kenny Dobson 

Lexi Hendrickson 
Paul Hilts 

Don Huxtable 
Kevin Brennam 

Felicity 
Ora Kasten 

Karen & Stu Miller 
Nicole 

Jessica Olson’s family 
Adam 

Karli Gorsline 
Marion hunter 

Dennis Kirschbaum 
Victims’ families in Nepal 

Barbara Cullen 
 

3 – Kay Van Epps  
11 – Richard James 
26 - Howard Rideout  
27 – Todd Biddick 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
2 - Kevin & Jan Kirschbaum 
13 - Jerry & Suzanne Tremelling  
14 – Bill & Tammy Leiser 
18 - Matt & Beth Schlueter  
 

 
COMMUNITY BULLETIN 

BOARD 
 
 

Montfort 
United Methodist Church 

Steak Supper 
Wednsday, May 13th 

5:00-7:30 PM 
Tickets $12.00 

Ribeye Steak, Baked Potatoes, 
Cole Slaw, Texas Toast, 

Dinner rolls and Desserts 
943-6823 

 
 
 

Imagine No Malaria 
5 Mile Walk 

Midland UMC 
Registration 8:00AM 

Walk 9:00AM 
Saturday, May 2 

To register: 
www.tinyurl.com/INMWalkMidland 

 



 
   

MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY, MAY 3rd  
 
 
 

CONFIRMANDS 
 

Shianne Carroll 
Eliza Godfrey 
Alex Harman 
Maggie Piper 
Dacotah Starr 
Zach Tolzman 

 
MEMBERS 

 
Mary Aschliman 
Shianne Carroll 

Rachel Dees 
Eliza Godfrey 

Melody Farmer 
Kay Van Epps 

 
E.T.GRADUATES 

 
Sarah Godfrey 
Nick Johnsrud 

Shawndra Johnsrud 
Al Piper 

Julie Piper 
Juanita Starr 

 



 
  

MEMORIALS 
 

On May 24th we will be remembering friends, family, 
and loved ones we have lost in the past year. 

HOLY SPIRIT BIBLE STUDY 
 

Mondays at 6:30 in library 
 
 

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

Anyone interested in providing special 
music during worship this summer are 

invited to sign up at the information desk 
in the Narthex, or call the church office at 

935-5451. 
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