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LIVING THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 
against things like this.” – Galatians 5:22-23 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  

In my previous appointment I taught a confirmation class where 
we spent some time talking about the fruit of the Spirit. I thought 
it important that they memorize these two verses from Galatians 
so we used a song that I found on Youtube, and it is quite 
popular. The first verse goes something like this: 
 
The fruit of the Spirit’s not a coconut. 
The fruit of the Spirit’s not a coconut. 
If you want to be a coconut, you might as well hear it… 
You can’t be a fruit of the Spirit! 
Cause the fruit is love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control 
Love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control 
 
Check the song out…it’s catchy and it stays with you. I would 
like for us, however, to move beyond just knowing the nine fruits 
of the Spirit. I what us to explore together the significance of 
each one for us as we think about our GPS: Love God—Love 
People—Serve God by Serving Others 
 
 



  
The Wisconsin Annual Conference of the United Methodist 
Church has been working with a Fruit of the Spirit theme for 
this current quadrennium. That’s a fancy way of saying that 
we have a theme we are using for four years: 2013-2016.  
 
 

 
 
 
From the Conference website: www.wisconsin umc.org: “In 
the course of this quadrennium, we will explore together four 
aspects of bearing fruit – preparing the soil (2013), planting 
the seed (2014), nurturing the fruit (2015), and harvesting 
and sharing the bounty (2016).” 
 
Starting on September 13th, we will talk about love. You 
might say that love encompasses all of the other fruits. We’ll 
talk about how love, the agape love that Jesus taught, is not 
just an emotion. It is about our actions! 
 
On September 20th, we will talk about joy. Christian joy is 
more than just about being happy. We have true joy when 
we are in full Communion with God! 
 
We’ll take a break on September 27th for UMW Sunday and 
then we’ll jump back in for October. Stay tuned for your 
information as continue this journey through The Fruit of the 
Spirit. I look forward to exploring this with you! 
 
~Pastor Jim 
  
 



 
  

 

 

 
CHOIR NOTES 

 
It’s time to start another year!!!  The choir is scheduled to sing 
on the first and third Sundays again this year. We will start with 
our first rehearsal on Wednesday, September 2nd at 7:00PM in 
the Music Room. We will sing at the service on September 6th 

and again on the 20th. As always, we invite anyone who likes 
to sing to join us!! We also rehearse at 8:15AM on the 
mornings that we sing. Come and add your voices as we “come 
before Him with joyful song” (Psalm 100:2)!! If you have any 
questions about Choir contact Charlene Mingst (935-5758).  

  

FEEDING FRIENDS 
 

Feeding friends is “A collaborative community effort to offer a 
hot nutritious meal once a week to families and individuals 
(Including homeless) that could benefit from a free meal”. 
 
Feeding Friends has been introduced to the public for one 
year!  We have had an outpouring of community support 
through food, time mentoring folks and money.  The meal 
starts every Wednesday evening at 5:00.  Anyone can come 
to the meal. There is also food to choose from to take home, 
personal items (we gave out school supplies in August) and 
Christmas decorations were a big hit last year.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Have you scheduled your 
 
Appointment for your  
 
Family Portrait??? 
 
 
Photography Dates: 
 
Thursday, September 17 
 
Friday, September 18 
 
Saturday, September 19 
 
Call the church at 935-5451  
 
or go to the Church Website  
 
to sign up. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend 
any of these meetings and/or events. We are hoping that we 

can gain some new members this year, please consider 
attending, we would love to see our membership grow. If you 

have any questions about UMW please contact Charlene 
Mingst or any one of our current members. 

 
Our first meeting of the fall schedule for the UMW will be held 
in Fellowship Hall on Thursday, September 3 at 7:00 PM.  The 
Executive Board will meet at 6:00PM in the Library – please 
note the earlier time!  The annual “Pledge Service” will be led 
by members of the Grace Post Circle. Members of the Evening 
Star Circle will serve refreshments.   
 
The Evening Star circle will meet at 7:00PM on Monday, 
September 14th in Fellowship Hall. Robin Digman will be the 
hostess and Martha Boyer will present the devotions. 
 
The Grace Post circle will meet at 1:30PM on Monday, 
September 21st at the Country Kitchen. Eunice Jewell will 
present the devotions. 
 

continued on following page 
 

 
 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP   
 

Adult Fellowship will meet at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
on Thursday, September 10.  Please bring a dish to share, 
table service and beverages will be provided.  Following 
our meal we will have a hymn sing.  All interested adults 
are invited to join us.  Call Charlie or Louise Price 935-

7224 or Ron or Bobbi Butteris 935-2693 with 
questions. 

 



 

 

 

 

  

The annual UMW Sunday celebration will take place on 
September 27. We will present a program highlighting the 
Purpose and Mission of the United Methodist Women. 
 
Looking ahead to October—the annual Fall 
Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, 
October 7th-8th. As you are doing your Fall cleaning please 
set aside items to bring. For more information regarding this 
event please look for the article with all of the details on 
another page of this newsletter. 
 

District and Conference Events: 
The Coulee District Annual Celebration will be hosted here 
at our own church!!  It is scheduled for Saturday, September 
12th.  Because of the changes regarding the District areas in 
the state, this is the last Coulee District event as we become 
a part of the new Southwest District of the UMC in 
Wisconsin. The theme for the day is “Celebrate Who We 
Are and Who We Are Becoming”.  The event begins with 
registration at 8:30AM and “Gathering and Singing” at 9:15 
and concludes with a Communion Service at approximately 
2:30PM. The registration fee for this event is $8.00 and is 
due by Friday, September 4th. (After September 4th— 
$10.00) Please contact Charlene Mingst (935-5758) for 
registration form or more information. 
   
Looking ahead to October--The Wisconsin Conference 
Annual Gathering of United Methodist Women is scheduled 
for Friday-Saturday, October 23-24, 2015 at the Lake Street 
UMC in Eau Claire. This year’s theme is “Welcomed by 
God:  Welcoming All”. The early registration deadline is 
October  5th, the fee of $25.00 includes Saturday lunch. The 
late registration deadline is October 12th, the fee is raised to 
$35.00.  More information will be shared at the October 
UMW meeting.  

 



 

  

UMW RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE    
 

The annual Fall Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for Friday, 
October 9 & Saturday, October 10.   
 
The hours are: 9:00AM-5:30PM on Friday, 8:00AM-12:30PM 
on Saturday.   The “Bag Sale” will be between the hours of 
10:30AM-12:30PM on Saturday.  
 
The Bake Sale is to be held on Saturday morning only.  
 
The “set-up” dates are on Wednesday. October 7 & Thursday, 
October 8. Items for the rummage sale can be brought in 
starting at 9:00AM on both days.  
 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, computers, dehumidifiers, or 
home-recorded VCR tapes or DVDs.   
 
Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in on 
Friday evening or early Saturday.   
 
We will need many workers to help set-up and to work during 
the sale. Forms will soon be available (in Fellowship Hall) for 
you to sign up for a shift or two!!  
 
This annual fund-raiser helps us to meet our goals of mission 
on the local, state, national, and international levels.  Thank 
you to all who will work and also to everyone who donates 
items to sell. 
 

MANY THANKS! 
 

The trustees would like to thank everyone for their help in 
getting the parsonage ready for Pastor Jim and Christa!!     

Thank you to anyone who volunteered whether you cleaned, 
trimmed bushes, painted, or planted flowers.  Your help was 

greatly appreciated. 



 
 
                                       

Message from the Staff Parish Relations Committee Chairman 
- by Terry Edwards 

 
What a summer it has been for our committee!  We said farewell to 
Pastor Rom Pegram and his wife Jane, who had been with us for 11 
years, then welcomed our new Pastor Jim Droste and his wife, 
Christa.   
 
Our committee was determined to have the transition go properly and 
smoothly.  Due to the efforts of many dedicated people in the 
Dodgeville and Ridgeway congregations, I believe we can be very 
proud of everything that was accomplished. 
 
First, we had a meaningful and heartwarming last Sunday for Rom 
and Jane.  Thanks to everyone who brought food for the pot luck, to 
Carla Pustina for the use of her sound system, to everyone who 
helped in the kitchen, and to all who spoke and entertained at the 
open mic.  Thanks also to everyone who donated funds for a farewell 
gift for Rom and Jane. 
 
Then, we needed to spruce up the Parsonage.  Thanks go to Rom 
and Jane for being such great and careful tenants of the Parsonage, 
to Rich Strutt, Bruce and Donna Paull, Sandy Alexander, Nancy 
Mortimer, Howard Rideout, Peggy Forest and Penny Edwards for 
cleaning the home prior to painting, and to Jan Aschliman and the 
Trustees for the many improvements made, including painting and 
carpet cleaning. 
 
The front steps at the Parsonage are being repaired.  A gift of up to 
$1,000 in matching funds was given by a generous donor and the 
entire matching funds were raised.  Thank you to everyone involved 
in this important project. 
 
Finally, we had another potluck to welcome Pastor Jim and Christa.  
Thanks to all who brought food and worked in the kitchen. 
 
If I have forgotten someone who helped out this summer (and I’m 
sure I have), please forgive me and know that your efforts are 
appreciated! 
 
Our committee will continue to meet monthly with Pastor Jim to assist 
him in the transition and to discuss ways to support all of our 
employees in the important work they do for the Dodgeville and 
Ridgeway United Methodist Churches. 
 
As always, if you have any concerns, feel free to contact me at 608-
935-5009. 



                       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

YOUR GENEROUS OFFERINGS TO  
MISSION & OUTREACH MINISTRY  

 
Jan-June:    Imagine No Malaria          $  2,321.51 
July-December:     
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry:  $       68.00 
 
 

Total Mission & Outreach Giving:           $   2,377.51 

 

FEEDING FRIENDS YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

Feeding Friends youth ministry has really grown this last 
year.  We saw a need for the kids that were coming on 
Wednesday night to learn about God.  We have gone from 3 
to 11-12 kids each week.  Ages range as young as 2 up 
through High School age.  In the spring all the kids received 
a new bible from the Wills and Memorials Fund!  We have 
five leaders who have volunteered helping with this 
ministry: Jake and Jenell Schreiner, Rachel Dees, Jeff and 
Juanita Starr. 
 
We have already learned many of the stories in the bible 
from “Creation to Jonah”.  We will continue this fall with the 
New Testament stories.  The Youth Group meets from 6:30-
7:30 every Wednesday evening starting September 16th. 
 
 



 
  

CURRENT MONTH    JULY 2015                         
 
Monthly Income                         $ 10,188   
Monthly Expenses Paid              $ 10,466 
Net Income for month                $    <278> 
Apportionments Paid                  $   1,358  (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments             $       834 (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
 

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                  $     85,941 
Years Expenses Paid       $     83,977 
Net Income for Year       $        1,964     
Apportionments Paid         $     9,611     (figure included in Years Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments      $    5,733   (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 
 
TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $26,304 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 2,192 
 
Our goal of meeting 60% apportionment:  $15,783 annual 
        $1,315 monthly 
 
Scott Godfrey, Finance Chair 
 

 
 

 Giving/Attendance Stats 
Week Attendance Offering 

August 
1 122 $3,269 
2 102 $4,430 
3 88 $2,417 
4 93 $3,504 
5 - - 

 



 



 



 

 
  

PLEASE PRAY: 
 

Theresa Davis 
Kenny & Lois Dobson 
Jessica Olson’s family 
Adam 
Karli Gosline 
Dennis Kirschbaum 
Marjorie Hilts 
Bonnie Oxnem 
John & Emily Schlueter 
Ann Deaton 
Tony Vielhuber 
Jacob Athey 
Kevin Cleary 
Harman family 
Diamonte 

 

1 - London Starr  
10 - Austin Berg   
15 - Doug Digman  
16 - Nancy Mortimer  
18 - Diane Ray  
19 - Terry Edwards  
20 - Jack Martell  
20 - Charlie Price  
20 - Angela Schlueter  
21 - Kasey Puckett  
23 - Beth Schlueter  
25 - Matty Olson  
25 - Dean Terrill  
26 - Ora Kasten  
27 - Louise Price  
28 - Drew Piper  
29 - Sandra Alexander 
 

SEPTEMBER 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
7 - Chip & Peggy Forrest  
15 - Terry & Penny Edwards  
20 – Russell & Lois Nelson 
29 - Steve & Julie Colden 
 

 
COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
____________________________ 

Wyoming Valley Church Hymn Sing Schedule 
September 6, October 4, 2 Pm to 3:30 PM 

_____________________________ 
Health & Wellness Expo 2015 

Friday, September 25 
Hidden Valley Community Church 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Participate in Project Christmas Child Shoe Box 

You can participate in the Christmas Child project by donating needed 
items, donating money to cover shipping ($7.00/box), or creating your own 
Shoe Box. 

Change for this year, toothpaste at least 4 oz., with an expiration date after 
12/16 

• Items needed for each box:  

Toys: such as small cars, dolls, balls, stuffed animals, kazoos, yo-yos, 
jump ropes 

School supplies: pencils & sharpener, crayons, paper, stamps & ink 
pad sets, solar calculators, picture & coloring books 

Hygiene: toothbrush, comb, mild fragrance free bar soap (in a plastic 
bag), washcloth 
Additional items: hard candy (please double bag all candy) mints, 

gum, socks, ball caps, T-shirts, sunglasses, hair clips, ball caps 
A Personal Note: In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to 

the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you include 
your name and address, the child may write back.) 

• Also needed: 
ü $7.00 per box is needed for shipping 
ü Completed Shoe Boxes, top and bottom wrapped separately 
ü Christmas wrapping paper and scotch tape 
ü Empty standard shoe boxes 

• Indicate if the box is for a boy or a girl 
• Indicate the age level:  2-4, or 5-9, or 10-14 
• Time table: 

 
Do not include any of the following: 

Used or damaged items 
Out-of-Date candy 
War related items; i.e. guns, knives, swords, military figures 
Chocolate or Food 
Liquids or Lotions 
Medications 
Aerosol cans 
Breakable items; i.e.; snow globes, glass containers 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SE
P

T
E

M
B

E
R

 


