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“In those days and at that time | will make
a righteous Branch sprout from David’s
line; he will do what is just and right in the
land.” — Jeremiah 33:15 (NIV)

“He will stand and shepherd his flock in
the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of
the name of the Lord his God. And they will live securely, for
then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.” —

Micah 5:4 (NIV)

On November 29" we begin a new Christian year, a year
that begins with the season of Advent. As | shared in worship
on November 22", the liturgical colors that you see on the
altar serve a purpose. When you come in to worship on the
29" the colors will either be blue or purple. The color of blue
or purple during the weeks of advent symbolizes preparation.
During Advent we are really preparing ourselves on two
accounts.

We typically view Advent as time
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Old Testament scriptures are filled
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b | i | Messiah that would eventually
2 P ' come to save the people. As
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of these prophecies were fulfilled with the birth of Jesus
Christ. The Messiah had come. God came to live among the
people. During these four Sundays during Advent we will be
looking at some of the prophecies and how Christians saw
them fulfilled in the life and ministry of Jesus:




e November 29" — Jeremiah 33:14-16: “A Righteous
Branch from David’s Line”

e December 6" — Malachi 3:1-4: “The Messenger of the
Covenant”

e December 13" — Zepheniah 3:14-20: “The Lord Is in
Your Midst”

e December 20" — Micah 5:2-5a: “Shepherd of His
Flock; One of Peace”

We celebrate and prepare to celebrate that Jesus Christ
came just as the prophets said he would come. Yet, there is
also another facet to the season of Advent. It is also a time
of preparation as we think about that time when Christ will
return to be with the people. Even Jesus did not know when
it would happen, but he did say that there would come a time
when he would return. Because of this, we should take time
during Advent to also reflect on our Messiah who was with
us, and will come again.

| also wanted to make you aware of our worship schedule for
Christmas Eve. | hope you and your families will be able to
attend one of the services that are planned for that evening:

e 5:00PM at Grace (Ridgeway) UMC - We will
incorporate many of our favorite Christmas hymns as
we re-tell the story of the birth of Jesus Christ. We
will also celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion
and will end the service with a candlelight singing of
Silent Night.

e 7:00PM at Dodgeville UMC — Join us for a spirited
time of worship with the Praise Band leading our
music.

e 9:00PM at Dodgeville UMC — We will celebrate the
sacrament of Holy Communion with special music
shared by both the vocal choir and bell choir.

Merry Christmas to you and yours as we celebrate Jesus
Christ, our Savior! ~Pastor Jim



Churck ly News

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

The annual UMW Christmas Pot-luck dinner is scheduled
for Thursday, December 3™ at 6:30PM at the church in
Fellowship Hall. All members are encouraged to bring a guest
and a dish to share. We have invited several students to share
their summer camp experiences with us and also enjoy musical
entertainment provided by David and Matty Olson. We hope to
see you there!!

The Grace Post Circle will hold their annual Christmas Pot-
Luck at noon on December 7, at Louise Price’s home. Please
bring a dish to pass and something to share for “Pot-luck
devotions”.

The Evening Star Circle will not meet in December. The next
meeting will be on Monday, February 8", 2016 at 7:00 PM at
the church in Fellowship Hall.

We will have a UMW Bake Sale on Saturday, December 5™ at
the “Santa’s Secret Shop” event to be held at the old Thyms
restaurant. It will begin at 9:00 AM. We will also provide and
sell items for the lunch on both of the Saturdays of the Santa
Shop—December 5" and 12'". Please take your items for the
Bake Sale and/or the lunch to Robin Digman’s home before
Saturday, 12/5 or to the event before 9:00 AM.

As Dodgeville United Methodist Women we strive to live up to
our purpose and mission—"Putting Faith, Hope and Love in
Action”. At our last meeting we were pleased to be able make
decisions to contribute over $1600 to many Local, District, and
Conference projects/missions as well as contributing to the
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund and Apportionments. This “end of
the year giving” is over and above the designated budget for
the year and of course, in addition to the personal gifts of our
members to our church. Also, part of our budget is set aside for
kitchen expense; this year we were able to help pay for
dishwasher repair, purchase a “commercial”’ type can opener,
and other needed items. We feel blessed to be a part of a very
supportive congregation.
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NOON BIBLE STUDY

The prayer group is considering offering a noon bible study in
the library on Thursdays, starting in January. If you are
interested, please call Jeanne Kapotas at 935-3808.

The study will be based on the book: “Christian Basics” by
Edwin D. Roels and is $3.00.

Poinsettia Orders
Opportunities to order Poinsettias for display in the
sanctuary during the Christmas season will be offered
November 29" — December 13"". Those who order plants
may take them home after the Christmas Eve service or
the Sunday after.




Caring Evangelism: How to Live and Share Christ’s Love

Coming in January, Pastor Jim will be facilitating a course called
Caring Evangelism. No matter how friendly we think we are as
churches, and no matter how much we set-up our churches to be
friendly to guests and visitors, most people will come to check
out our church because someone invites them. The best way for
our churches to grow is by actually talking with others about our
church, which will also mean we need to talk about faith in
Christ. This is not an easy thing to do.

In the introduction to this course the
author states, “So many Christians want
to share their faith with friends and
relatives...but they don’t. They don’t
want to seem pushy or uncaring, but they
don’t know any other way of doing
evangelism. Caught in this dilemma,

many just decide to keep silent. They
never know the joy of sharing the wonderful news of God’s

love—even when the people they love most. Caring Evangelism
was developed for these people.”

Over 16 weeks (starting Tuesday, January 12" at 6:30), we will
read together the book Caring Evangelism and talk about
effective ways to interact with others and share about our
Christian faith.

Each person participating will receive a copy of the Caring
Evangelism book along with a participant workbook that we will
use throughout the class. A $10 donation would be appreciated to
help defer some of the cost of the materials necessary for the
class. This can be brought to the first class on January 12'".

If you are interested in participating in the class, or would simply
like additional information about it, please contact Pastor Jim at
pastorjim@dodgevilleumc.org or (608) 935-5451.




DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3 - Scott Godfrey
4 - Keith Bowers
5 - Ken Dobson
5 - Mylee Mulder
8 - Mary Terrill
12 - Denise Tolzman
13 - Matt Schlueter
13 - Earl Welsh
14 - Kevin Houck
14 - James Short
15 — Nicholas Johnsrud
17 — lvy Wilson
19 — Holly Starr
20 — Mary Wilson
22 — Robin Digman
22 — Dawn Van Epps
23 — Rosemary Edwards
29 — Mary Lou Oxnem
31 — Julie Colden

Thank You!

Thanks to all those who
visited and to the
members who sent cards
over the past year.
Thanks again,

Jack & Ruth Metcalf

NO SUNDAY
SCHOOL
December 20th-
January 3
Class will resume on
January 10th

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
13 — Dean & Mary Terrill
29 — Dale & Nancy Mortimer
31 — Art & Margaret Humbert




Giving/Attendance Stats

Week | Attendance | Offering
November
1 96 $3,351
2 111 $3,874
3 102 $1,528
4 120 $1,345
5

CHRISTMAS EVE

CANDLE SERVICE TIMES:
LIGHTING
CEREMONY 5:00 PM
Ridgeway:

Compassionate
Friends will be
holding a Candle

Grace Service

ga 7:00 PM
Lighting % Contemporary
Ceremony on Service
Sunday,

December 13" at 9:00 PM
6:00 PM at Traditional
DUMC. Service

PLEASE PRAY:

Theresa Davis, Kenny & Lois Dobson, Jessica Olson’s
family, Adam, Karli Gorsline, Marjorie Hilts, Tony Vielhuber,
Kevin Cleary, Jack Schultze, Casey’s Husband




CHOIR NOTES

The choir will sing on Sunday, December 6, 20, and at the
9:00PM service on Christmas Eve. We will rehearse on
Wednesday, December 2" at 7:00PM in the Music room and at
8:15 AM on the Sundays that we sing. Please join us as we
celebrate the Advent season!!

Financial Report

CURRENT MONTH OCTOBER, 2015

Monthly Income $ 10,977
Monthly Expenses Paid $ 15,812
Net Income for month  $<4,835>
Apportionments Paid 1,348
Unpaid Apportionments  $ 844

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $119,251
Years Expenses Paid $120,794
Net Income for Year  $< 1,543 >
Apportionments Paid $ 13,685
Unpaid Apportionments $ 8,235

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $26,304
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $2,192

Our goal of meeting 60% apportionment: $15,783 annual
$1,315 monthly




The following 2 pages are taken from the Wisconsin
United Methodist Foundation: Helps for the
Stewardship Chair & A Stewardship Message for Your
Church.

How to Keep Christmas Well

In “A Christmas Carol”, Dickens wants each of us to discover
what old Scrooge had to learn the hard way: The only way to
hold on to something is to give it away. This is the paradox of
giving: The one who gives (from substance and without counting
the cost) is the one who is most grateful. Besides being a donor,
the generous person is also a beneficiary. That’s why Scrooge
says, “I thank you fifty times,” and also why he asks the
gentleman, quite sincerely, to do him a favor by accepting the
gift.

Ever afterward, Mr. Dickens says, it was said of Scrooge “that
he knew how to keep Christmas well.” Like any good steward,
Scrooge kept it well by giving it away. And so, as Mr. Dickens
observes at the conclusion of his story, “May that be truly said of
us...every one!”

Consider making a gift that keeps on giving:

Donate in honor of someone to Imagine No Malaria

Buy Fair Trade or purchase locally www.fairtradeusa.org

Reduce gas in shipping; support the local economy

Honor a loved one through a gift to Heifer International
www.heifer.org or give to a United Methodist Ministry in a part
of the world you’re passionate about through The Advance

Check out these sites for making gifts: freepatterns.com for free
craft patterns buynothingchristmas.org for coupons that give of
yourself for future services like child care, desserts, or back
massages!




#308 Give to Grow Spiritually — "For a child has been born -- for
us!... and there'll be no limits to the wholeness he brings." (Isaiah
9:6-7, The Message.)

Jesus is counting on us — all of us — to care for all the children of
the world this Christmas season. How do we as United
Methodists do that best? A) By making a commitment of at least
$10 to save a life through Imagine No Malaria? B) By providing
items for the food pantry? C) By giving our apportionments in full
this year? In my book, the answer is actually D) all of the

above! These are all great ways to live our faith this holiday
season!

When we place our holiday gifts in the church’s offering plates, 84
cents of every dollar, on average, will remain in our local church
to provide for utilities, building maintenance, pastoral and staff
salaries, children’s and youth ministries, etc.

Another 13 cents out of every dollar we give will provide signs of
hope to children, youth and adults who participate in the ministries
here in Wisconsin. Northcott Neighborhood House, United
Methodist Children’s Services, our United Methodist camps,
Youth CONVOs, and campus ministries on ten different campuses
to name a few. This small amount of our shared connectional
giving also helps support all of our retired clergy here in
Wisconsin.

About 2 percent or just 2 cents helps us engage with the poor and
bring healing and hope to a hurting world. These general church
apportionments help us reach over 3 million church school
children in conferences outside the United States. The final penny
or 1 cent goes to other designated mission funds.

As United Methodists we are connected. We see that connection
when we know OUR CHURCH responds to disastrous events like
the Ebola epidemic in Africa. As United Methodists, let’s
celebrate the many ways hope is shared through our connectional
giving this holiday season.

-Rev. Jean Ehnert Nicholas
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Operation Christmas Child
We were able to pack and ship 101 shoe boxes.
Thanks to all who participated!!

Feeding Friends
We are feeding approximately 100 people each week!

Community Belicim
Board

The Barnabas House will be writing Christmas cards to send
to inmates at the lowa County Jail. You are invited to join
us! We will meet on Wed. Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. at the Barnabas
House, located at 206 S. lowa St. in Dodgeville.
Refreshments will be served when we are finished. Come
help us share the love of Jesus with others. For more
information, contact Nancy Tews at 930-CARE or
barnabashouse@mhtc.net. You can also find us at
Barnabashouseministry on facebook.




COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER
Friday, December 25", 12:00-1:30 PM at Culver’s.
Reservations: for a delivered meal, or to eat at Culver’s, call at
574-4591. This dinner is made possible through Dodgeville
Churches and the generous contributions of United Fund of lowa
County, Culver’s, Salvation Army and other lowa County
Businesses, individuals, and civic organizations. Monetary
donations accepted at the door will be used for the cost of the
meal.

Christmas Cookie and Candy Sale
Faith Lutheran Church, Mineral Point
Saturday, December 5™
8:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Dodgeville Kiwanis Sponsored
Community Christmas Social
Grace Lutheran Church
Monday, December 71" at 5:30 PM
Dinner $13.00
Concert at 7:00 PM
Michael Massey & Briana Hardyman will perform
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