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OUR GPS
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
all your being, and all your strength. –
Deuteronomy 6:5 (CEB)
“You must not take revenge nor hold a grudge against any of
your people; instead, you must love your neighbor as
yourself; I am the Lord.” – Leviticus 19:18 (CEB)
While teaching a confirmation class a few years ago, we were
talking about traveling and I mentioned how helpful a road atlas
was for finding my way from place to place. They looked at
me with puzzled faces…they weren’t sure what an
atlas was! I suppose it’s been a few years since I’ve
put a road atlas in my car. I forget how reliant we
have become on the Global Positioning System
(GPS). Even our cell phones can now provide us
step-by-step directions to get anywhere we want to
go. It is an amazing technology and it has
revolutionized the way we travel!
A GPS device shows us the way. The churches of Dodgeville
and Ridgeway also have a GPS, a set of principles that help to
guide us on our way to being faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
Our mission and vision help to show us the way. If you are
unfamiliar, here is our GPS:
Our Mission and Vision: The mission of the United Methodist
Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world—exactly what Jesus called all
followers to do. God’s vision for Dodgeville UMC (and Grace
UMC) – how we will accomplish the mission – is purposefully

simple:
· Love God (Matthew 22:37-38
· Love People (Matthew 22:39-40)
· Serve God by Serving Others (Matthew 20:26b-28)
That’s our GPS. On January 17th, 24th, and 31st we will be
spending some time looking at each of these components of
our GPS. If we believe that this is our mission and vision, how
will we live this out on a daily basis? It is my intention to review
our GPS at the start of each year so that we might be reminded
of how we seek to live out our faith in Jesus Christ in the world.
On January 3rd we will be commissioning some members of
Dodgeville UMC as part of a new
ministry in which we will be extending the Communion table to
those in both of our church
families that are unable to come
to church. We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion at Dodgeville on the first Sunday of
the month, and these individuals will in turn take the sacrament
out to those people in our churches that are homebound or in
an area care facility. I believe that regularly receiving this
sacrament is important. It also provides an opportunity to reach
out to those who are no longer able to attend worship services
at our church.
On January 10th we will be renewing our baptismal vows as a
part of Baptism of the Lord Sunday. It will be an opportunity for
us to remind ourselves about what it means to not only be a
part of Dodgeville UMC and Grace UMC, but a part of the
greater church of Christ.
I wish you all a blessed Christmas season and a happy and
prosperous New Year! May the New Year be a time in which
we can all re-commit and re-dedicate ourselves to Christ and
His church.
~Pastor Jim

Giving/Attendance Stats
DECEMBER
Week
Attendance
1
89
2
106
3
116
Christmas
n/a
4
n/a

Offering
$4,423
$2,314
$4,423
$
$

CURRENT MONTH NOVEMBER, 2015
Monthly Income
Monthly Expenses Paid
Net Income for month
Apportionments Paid
Unpaid Apportionments

$ 12,336
$ 11,901
$
435
1,348
$
844

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH
Years Income
Years Expenses Paid
Net Income for Year
Apportionments Paid
Unpaid Apportionments

$131,588
$132,896
$< 1,308 >
$ 15,033
$ 9,079

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $26,304
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH
$ 2,192
Our goal of meeting 60% apportionment: $15,783 annual
$1,315 monthly
Scott Godfrey

Finance Chair

2016 Church Leadership
Chairperson………………………………….TBD
Recording Secretary ……………………….Jan Kirschbaum
Lay Leader…………………………………..Terry Edwards
Lay Member to Annual Conf………………TBS
SPRC Chair..………………………………..TBS
Trustees Chair…………TBS (always elected Jan. of New Year)
Finance Chair………………………………..Scott Godfrey [16]
Treasurer…………………………………….Lois McComish
Financial Secretary..……………………..Sandy Alexander
Wills & Memorials Chair…………………...Cathryn Tredinnick [17]
Connections Coordinators...………………. TBD
Missions & Outreach……………………….Juanita Starr
Website Administrator……………………..Matt Schlueter
Youth Group Coordinator………………….Mary Aschliman (HS)
Al Piper (HS)
No Middle School Group
Sunday School Coordinator………………Alycia Hathaway
UMW President……………………………..Charlene Mingst [15]
Members at Large..Bobbi Butteris/2016, Steve Colden/2017, TBS/2018
REQUIRED BOARDS/COMMITTEES
Staff-Parish Relations Committee:
Jean Leigh/2016
Julie Colden/2016
Julia Harman/2017
Rich Strutt/2017
Mary Ellen Schultze/2018
TBD/2018
TBS, Lay Member to Annual Conference
Terry Edwards, Lay Leader
Leroy Strutt//2017, Lay Leader (R)
Twila Thomas/2016, Ridgeway Representative
Donna Paull/2017, Ridgeway Representative

(Continued on following page…)

2016 Church Leadership (continued)
Board of Trustees: Jan Aschliman, 2016 Chair
Jeff Starr/2016
Jon Trankle/2018
Charlie Price/2016
Tonia Puckett/2018
Kevin Kirschbaum/2017
TBS/2018
Mary James/2017
Rich James/ 2017
Stewardship & Finance Committee:
Scott Godfrey, Chair
Treasurer: Lois McComish
Financial Secretary: Sandy Alexander
Wills & Memorials Chair: Cathryn Tredinnick
Office Manager: [Carla Pustina]
Tina Smith/2016
Edith Hunter/2017
Deb Short/2018
Wills & Memorials Committee: Cathryn Tredinnick, Chair
Charlene Mingst/2016
Shirley Lewis/2018
Mary Jean Thomas/2016
Ron Butteris/2018
Cathryn Tredinnick/2017
Suzanne Tremelling - Treasurer/2017
Committee on Lay Nominations & Leadership Development:
Pastor Jim Droste, Chair
Bobbi Butteris/2016
Nancy Mortimer/2017
Sarah Godfrey/2018

GENERAL OR MISC. LEADERSHIP POSITIONS
Pastor……………………………………………………….Jim Droste
Office Manager/Administrative Assistant…………….…Carla Pustina
Connections Coordinators……………………………….TBD
Custodian…………………………………………………...Merlin Gorsline
NOTE: All positions marked ‘TBS’ (to be supplied) are currently in
the process of being filled by the Committee on Nominations & Lay
Leadership Development. All positions marked ‘TBD’ will be voted
on in the New Year.

RINGING IN THE NEW YEAR CONCERT
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31
4:00 PM
BELL CHOIR
SENIOR CHOIR
MUSICAL SELECTIONS FROM INDIVIDUALS AND OTHER
GROUPS
Beat the January “blahs” with wonderful music, under the
direction of our own Dan Roble!
A lasagna dinner will be held immediately after the concert in
the fellowship hall. Baskets will be available for a freewill
offering. Monies collected will go to the youth and adults
participating in the summer mission trip.
INVITE FAMILY AND FRIENDS FOR AN AWESOME
EVENING OF GREAT ENTERTAINMENT AND
OUTSTANDING FOOD!

BIBLE STUDY
A bible study called “Christian Basics” is being considered for
Thursdays at noon, starting in January. For more information
on this study, call Jeanne at 935-3808.

Caring Evangelism: How to Live and Share Christ’s Love
Coming in January, Pastor Jim will be facilitating a course called
Caring Evangelism. No matter how friendly we think we are as
churches, and no matter how much we set-up our churches to be
friendly to guests and visitors, most people will come to check
out our church because someone invites them. The best way for
our churches to grow is by actually talking with others about our
church, which will also mean we need to talk about faith in
Christ. This is not an easy thing to do.
In the introduction to this course the
author states, “So many Christians want
to share their faith with friends and
relatives…but they don’t. They don’t
want to seem pushy or uncaring, but they
don’t know any other way of doing
evangelism. Caught in this dilemma,
many just decide to keep silent. They
never know the joy of sharing the wonderful news of God’s
love—even when the people they love most. Caring Evangelism
was developed for these people.”
Over 16 weeks (starting Tuesday, January 12th at 6:30), we will
read together the book Caring Evangelism and talk about
effective ways to interact with others and share about our
Christian faith.
Each person participating will receive a copy of the Caring
Evangelism book along with a participant workbook that we will
use throughout the class. A $10 donation would be appreciated to
help defer some of the cost of the materials necessary for the
class. This can be brought to the first class on January 12th.
If you are interested in participating in the class, or would simply
like additional information about it, please contact Pastor Jim at
pastorjim@dodgevilleumc.org or (608) 935-5451.

Mission & Outreach News
"Every little bit can make a change in someone's life!"
2015 LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE GIVING
January-June – Imagine No Malaria: $3,239.00
July-October – Operation Christmas Child: $1,254.00
November-December – Helping Hands: $1,429.00
2015 Loose Change for Change Total: $5,922.00

GIVING TREE
This Christmas season we were able to give three families from
the Iowa County Adopt a Family a Christmas to remember. Our
church also gave generously to Upland Hills Nursing Home
residents. Thank you!

THANKSGIVING & CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY DINNERS
As our 14th year comes to a close; The Iowa County
Community Dinners has been such a blessing to so many
individuals and families. We served over 500 Thanksgiving
dinners and at publication, preparing to serve over 400
Christmas dinners.
Also, on the Eve of Thanksgiving, we served 253 at our Feeding
Friends Community meal, not counting take-out orders.

JOIN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The PURPOSE of the United Methodist Women:
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose purpose is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the global
ministries of the church.
“Membership is open to any woman who indicates her desire
to belong, to engage in mission, study, personal growth and
social action; and to participate in the global mission of the
church through United Methodist Women.” A member of UMW
is not required to be a member of the United Methodist
Church.
Please consider joining our local unit. Our current active
membership numbers 23 very faithful women committed to the
purpose of this organization. We are also very fortunate to
have around 25 additional friends (men and women) whose
help we very much appreciate at certain times—such as
helping at funeral lunches and fundraisers and other events.
We do not have meetings scheduled in January but starting
again in February we will meet monthly for prayer, study, social
action, and sometimes just for fun. We have devotions at
every meeting and each of our two circles alternately
throughout the year prepare and present programs related to
spiritual growth and/or mission projects.
We contribute to local, state, and global mission projects that
directly affect the lives of women, children, and families. We
also help to support our local church with contributions to the
Mission Trip, Camp Scholarships, the Stephen Ministry,
continued

Prayer Group Card Ministry, the General Fund and other
projects. We also take responsibility for the upkeep of the
kitchen.
We strive to live up to our Purpose in every way and take the
statement “To develop a creative, supportive fellowship” into
the heart of our membership. Again please consider being a
member or friend. We would welcome you with open arms to
attend any of our February meetings. (The meeting dates and
locations are included in this newsletter).
For more information please contact Charlene Mingst at 9355758 or Jeanne Kapotas at 935-3808.
The UMW will meet on Thursday, February 4, at 7:00PM in
Fellowship Hall for the annual Installation of Officers. The
Executive Board will meet at 6:30 in the Library. The Executive
Board members will act as hostesses.
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, February 8, at
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall with Mary Berryman as hostess and
Mary James leading the devotions.
The Grace Post Circle will meet at 1:30PM on Monday,
February 15 at the Country Kitchen with Rosemary Edwards as
hostess and Cathryn Tredinnick leading the devotions.

CHOIR NOTES
The choir is scheduled to sing on January 3rd and January 17th.
We will rehearse on the Sundays that we sing at 8:15 AM in
the music room. Our monthly Wednesday night rehearsal will
be on Wednesday, January 6 at 7:00PM in the music room.
Please join us-- we welcome new or “returning “members at
any time.

What’s your stewardship game plan?
Attend this seminar to make the right calls!
The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation presents the
Saturday Superbowl of Stewardship!
Workshops include:
· Fundamentals of Stewardship
· Tools for Finance & Stewardship
· Designing Your Church’s 3-5 Year Plan for Stewardship
· Which Annual Campaign Should We Use?
· How to Create a Narrative Budget
· Meeting the Challenge of The Stewardship Challenge
Grant
Registration: 8:30 – 9:00
Superbowl: 9:00 – 3:00 on Saturday, February 20, 2016
Host: Dodgeville UMC, 327 N Iowa Street, Dodgeville, WI
53533
Who will benefit: Pastors, Finance Teams, Stewardship
Teams,
Lay Leaders, Council Members, etc.
Price: $15 per person, $50 for 4 or more from same
church.
Includes lunch and materials.
Register: At wumf.org by February 5, 2016.
Agenda of workshops: Visit: wumf.org
Sponsored by: Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
Questions? Visit wumf.org or call
Jim Wells at 1-888-903-9863

JANUARY

Please Pray for:
Theresa Davis,
Kenny & Lois Dobson,
Jessica Olson’s family,
Adam,
Karli Gorsline,
Marjorie Hilts,
Kevin Cleary,
Jack Schultze,
Casey’s Husband,
Ronald Scott,
Don Gorsline,
Destiny & family,
Matt & Christy Schlueter,
Rochelle Rule & daughter,
Kay’s sister-in-law, JoAnne

1 - Nicholas Houck
2 - Paige Berg
4 - Lois Dobson
4 - Charlene Mingst
4 - Lois Wieland
8 - Shane Carroll
9 - Bobbi Butteris
9 - Alex Harman
10 - Steve Colden
11 - Dale Mortimer
12 - Dacotah Starr
13 – Burkley Olday
19 - Jerry Tremelling
20 - Cory Berg
21 - Zach Tolzman
22 - Penny Edwards
24 - Christy Schlueter
25 - Julie Udelhoven
28 - Judy Strutt

January Anniversaries
12 - Ron & Bobbi Butteris

jaNUARY

