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THE LENTEN SEASON: TWO JOURNEYS

The season of Lent will begin on Wednesday,
February 10'™", also known as Ash Wednesday.
The Lenten season is a 40-day period (Sundays
ex-cluded) leading up to a celebration of Easter. In the early
church, Easter was the traditional date that people were
baptized and welcomed into the fellowship of believers. The
40 days of Lent marked the final period of intense preparation
for baptism. The 40 days parallel the 40 days that Jesus was
fasting in the wilderness.

Lent is still seen as a time for personal reflection and growth.
It is often a time when people give up a bad habit or an
unhealthy practice, or sometimes decide to add a new
practice, all in the hopes of bettering themselves and seeking
to be more like Christ.

During this Lenten season, | encourage you to join us on two
journeys. One journey will take place on Sundays during the
season of Lent. Another journey will begin on Ash Wednesday
and will take place on Wednesday evenings during the season
of Lent.

On Sundays during Lent, | want to encourage our
congregations to re-connect with our Methodist and
Evangelical United Brethren heritage as we reflect on some of
the important parts of our theology. We are a part of The
United Methodist Church connections and | hope to offer
some thoughts about what it means to be a United Methodist.
In February, we will be looking at the following:




e February 14": “Christian Perfection” and the
Journey of Grace — John Wesley often wrote that we
move toward Christian perfection in our lives. | doubt
any of us see ourselves as perfect...how could we ever
Be perfect? We'll explore what perfection
meant for Wesley, while also seeking to
understand the critical role that God’s
grace plays throughout our lifelong
spiritual journey. .

e February 21': The “Means of Grace” and Drawing
Closer to God — There are many ways that we can find
a more in-depth and stronger understanding of the
grace of God. We United Methodists call these the
means of grace: Bible study, Christian conversation,
Communion, worship, fasting and abstinence, among
others. We'll look at some of them and learn of their
importance for us as Christians.

e February 28" “The Open Communion Table’ —\When
it comes to the celebration of Communion, we see it as
a “converting sacrament.” This means that people at
various stages of belief are welcome to join us at the
table. This is one of my favorite aspects of United
Methodist theology!

On Ash Wednesday, we will be
partnering with Plymouth UCC in
Dodgeville for a service at 7:00PM.
The UCC church will be hosting the
service. The theme for the service will
be “Welcome the Stranger.” The service will offer the
Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion. This service will be
a kick-off for a series of Wednesday evening gatherings that
will focus on welcoming and building bridges with Muslims in
our community.

The next gathering will be at our church on February 17t at




7:00PM and we will watch a video on Islam with a discussion
to follow. Check out the article in newsletter that will offer
additional information about these gatherings.

| hope that the Lenten season offers you opportunities to grow
in your love of God, your love of People, and your ability to
Serve God by serving others.

~Pastor Jim

Chiurch
Fam News

CHOIR NEWS
The Choir is scheduled to sing on February 7 and February 21.
We will rehearse on Wednesday, February 3 at 7:00PM in the
Music Room. We will also rehearse at 8:15AM on the Sundays
that we sing. This year’s Ash Wednesday service is scheduled
for Wednesday February 10 at 7:00PM at the Plymouth UCC.
We are invited to join with the UCC Choir for that service. We
will rehearse the song for this service at our Wednesday night
rehearsal and again %2 hour before the service at UCC. New
and/or returning members are welcome at any time!




WELCOME THE STRANGER” — OUR MUSLIM NEIGHBORS

During the Wednesdays of the Lenten season, the various
churches and organizations of the Dodgeville community will
be working together to provide a series of gathering called
“Welcome the Stranger: Our Muslim Neighbors.” These
programs will seek to promote greater understanding about
Muslims in our community and will seek to promote a greater
understanding of the religion of Islam. They will be at 7:00PM
and the host group will provide light refreshments.

e February 17" at Dodgeville United Methodist Church
— There will be a video on Islam followed by a
discussion.

e February 24" — at Plymouth Congregational UCC —
Guest speakers from local Muslim organizations will be
invited to present.

e March 2" — at the Dodgeville Library — Topic TBD

e March 9t — at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church - Topic
TBD

e March 16" — the Dodgeville Ecumenical Life Group will
be coordinating a visit to a mosque.

As you can see, some of the presentations are subject to
change, so look for further details in the future.

CIRCUIT SW11 CLERGY EXCHANGE

On February 7", 2016, Transfiguration Sunday in the church
calendar, we will be welcoming Rev. Gerhardt Miller as a
visiting pastor to both Grace (Ridgway) UMC and Dodgeville
UMC. Gerhardt comes to us from Bethel UMC, First UMC, and
Linden UMC in the Mineral Point area. Pastor Jim will be
leading worship in the churches that Gerhardt serves. Let us
offer Rev. Miller a warm welcome as we celebrate our United
Methodist connection!




UNITED METHODIST WOMEN EVENTS
All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
these “happenings’

The regular February meeting of UMW is scheduled for
Thursday, February 4 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. The
Executive Board will meet at 6:30 in the Library. The program is
our annual Installation of Officers. The Executive Board will
provide refreshments.

The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, February 8 at
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. Mary Berryman is the hostess and
Mary James will present the devotions.

The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, February 15 at
1:30PM at the Country Kitchen. Rosemary Edwards will serve
as hostess; Cathryn Tredinnick will present the devotions.

Looking ahead to March—the annual World Day of Prayer is
scheduled for Friday, March 4, 2016.

FEEDING FRIENDS

Partake, help prepare, help serve, help tidy-up!
Free hot meal every Wednesday from 5:00-6:30PM
All are welcome!

Questions?...935-5451




CURRENT MONTH DECEMBER, 2015

Monthly Income $ 16,812
Monthly Expenses Paid $ 10,782
Net Income for month  $ 6,030
Apportionments Paid 1,458
Unpaid Apportionments $ 734

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $ 148,400
Years Expenses Paid $ 143,679
Net Income for Year $ 4,721
Apportionments Paid $ 16,491
Unpaid Apportionments $ 9,813

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $26,304
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $2,192

60% = $15,783 due for year
60% = $1,315 per month

APPORTIONMENT GOAL FOR 2016: 70%

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $25,584
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $2,1132

70% = $17,908 due for year
70% = $1,492 per month

UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION NEWS

If you are 70%2 or older and have a Traditional or Roth IRA you may give up
to $100,000 to a charitable organization without being subject to income tax
on the distribution. In addition, the gift satisfies all or in part the annual
Required Minimum Distribution from the IRA.

We encourage you to consider an IRA Charitable Rollover gift to your local
church or any United Methodist ministry of your choosing. You may make a
direct charitable gift to fund your church’s operating budget, fund a special




project or establish a permanent endowment fund to benefit your church in
perpetuity.

It is wise to consult your IRA custodian or financial planner to assist you.
The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation is available to assist you, as
well. Please call us toll-free at 1-888-903-9863 or email us at
wumf@wumf.org.

If you prefer to channel your IRA Charitable Rollover gift through the
Foundation office to your local church or a number of United Methodist
ministries, we are happy to do so. Please call the Foundation!

To Make a Charitable Rollover Gift

Please see the sample letter below. (It require the federal tax ID number
for your church or the charity you wish to benefit. Please call your church
office.)

When you have completed and signed the letter, send it to your IRA
Custodian and ask them to make a direct transfer of funds from your IRA to
your local church or favorite charity. Be sure that the check is made
payable to the church or charity, even if it is mailed to you.
Congress, President Make Permanent the IRA Charitable Rollover
Date: Name of IRA Custodian:
Address:

City/State/Zip:

Dear IRA Custodian,
In late December 2015, Congress passed and the President signed into law
legislation that made permanent the ability to rollover directly from an IRA
to a qualified charitable organization. As the owner of IRA account

# that is in the custody of your organization, |
request that you transfer from that account the sum of $
to the:
Church or Charity Name: Street
Address: City/State/Zip:

Treasury Tax ID Number:

IRA to be sent directly to at the address
listed above.

It is also my intention that this distribution ___ will / ___ will not (choose
one) fulfill part or all of my IRA required minimum distribution for this year.
However, if you require any further documents completed, please promptly

send those to me.
Cordially yours, (Signature)

(Print Name and Address)
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TharK you for

FEBRUARY

1 - Ron Symons

PLEASE PRAY: 1 - Carissa Tolzman
2 - Bonnie Oxnem
Theresa Davis, Kenny & Lois 9 - Tom Harman
Dobson, Adam, Karli Gorsline, 10 - Jeff Starr

13 - Mary Jean Thomas
13 - Elliott Hathaway
14 - Hannah Colden

14 - Isaac Colden

19 - Dee Dochnahl

Marjorie Hilts, Kevin Cleary,
Jack Schultze, Casey'’s
Husband, Ronald Scott, Don
Gorsline, Matt & Christy

Schlueter, Rochelle Rule & 26 - Eliza Godfrey

daughter, JoAnne, Dawn 27 - Don Smith
Schultz, Kaitlyn Oxnem, Patfi 28 — Betty Larson

Klein, Royce Reukauf, Leah 28 - Carol Thomas

Sailor, Alan Jewell, Bartels

family & Pastor Lynn Schreck,
Denise Oxnem, Leillah Mae
Oxnem, lla Jean Selleck,
Pastor Charlene Bennett

PLEASE SEE BULLETIN BOARD FOR DETAILS
EVENTS:

SOUTH WEST DISTRICT YOUTH TEAM
INVITES ALL YOUTHTO A
SUPERBOWN PARTY
February 7 at 3:30PM at DUMC
There are activities planned for those not interested in the game.

BOLD WOMEN’S BRUNCH
Saturday, February 6
10:00AM
Grace Lutheran Church




FEBRUARY
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