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April Sermon Series: Promises to Keep

John Wesley did not mind making trouble! Ordained a priest in
the Anglican Church (Church of England), he struggled
following the accepted role of priests within the church
structure. Priests were expected to lead worship in the
churches they were assigned to serve. John Wesley met
George Whitefield through their participation together in the
Holy Club at Oxford University. George later introduced
Wesley to the idea of “field preaching.” Instead of just
preaching in the church, Whitefield would go out to where the
people were. He would preach at the coal mines, at the street
corners, or at any place in which people were gathered.
Wesley was not particularly excited about this type of
preaching at first but writes in his journal that he “submitted to
more vile” and gave field preaching a try.

Field preaching became a cornerstone of
* Wesley’s mission and ministry and
became an important part of the
Methodist movement. This practice,

: however, was frowned upon by his
Angllcan superlors Pastors were supposed to preach in
churches! That did not stop him, or others. Wesley wrote, “I
look upon all the world as my parish.” Wesley, and those who
were a part of the Methodist movement, went to where the
people were.

Where are the people today? Think about all the buzz we
heard about local basketball teams from Barneveld and




Mineral Point that made it to the state tournament. People
love watching sports: Packers, Badgers,
Brewers, and Bucks. You’'ll see them at
various bars in Dodgeville and Ridgeway.
People love to gather together around the
table to eat at delicious places like Bob’s
BBQ and Aztlan Mexican Restaurant.
They gather at parks and local festivals.
People hang out in lots of places, but let’s face it...there are
less and less people looking to “hang out” at the church.

Too often these days churches (yes, that includes us) think
that it is the responsibility for people to come to us. We think
to ourselves, “If people would just come and see what we're
doing and what we’re about, they would want to join our
church. They would want to follow Jesus.” These days that
rarely happens. People aren’t seeking a church anymore.
There is a growing part of our population that is either
frustrated with the church or that have no background in the
church.

Mark W. Stamm in his booklet called Our Membership Vows
in the United Methodist Church concludes his thoughts by
writing, “[T]he United Methodist membership vows call us to
make the world our parish one neighborhood at a time.”
Please don’t misunderstand. | am not saying that all United
Methodists are called to go out to bars, parks, and
restaurants to preach to the people (although maybe some of
you may have that call ©). We do, however, have to think
about new and innovative ways to be the church in our
communities. We have to think and what it means to be a
member of this church in this kind of environment.

During the Sundays of April (and May 1°1) we will be looking
at the various ways that we United Methodists vow to be
disciples of Jesus Christ through our membership at
Dodgeville UMC and Grace UMC in Ridgeway. If you are a
member of one of those churches, you took a vow that said,




“As members of Christ's universal church, will you be loyal to
Christ through The United Methodist Church, and do all in
your power to strengthen its ministries?” We seek to help
others come to a relationship with Jesus Christ. We do this in
and out of the church.

To accomplish this, we also take a vow that says, “As members
of this congregation, will you faithfully participate in its
ministries by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your
service, and your witness? Prayers, presence, gifts, service,
witness. Let’s explore these five different areas as we think
about being a member of this church, but also being a member
of this community in which so many have yet to hear the Good

News!
United
Methodist
Women

All Women of the church are invited and
encouraged to attend the following meetings and events —
Local Unit Activities and Special Events

The regular April meeting of UMW is scheduled for Thursday,
April 7 at 7:00P.M. in Fellowship Hall. The Executive Board will
meet at 6:30 in the Library preceding the meeting. The program
will be presented by members of the Grace Post Circle. The
Evening Star Circle will provide refreshments.

The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, April 11 at 7:00
P.M. in Fellowship Hall. Mary James is the hostess. Mary
Berryman will present the devotions.

The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, April 18 at 1:30
P.M. Marian Reynolds will serve as hostess and Eunice Jewell
will present the devotions.

Our annual Spring Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for
Friday, April 22 & Saturday, April 23. Set-up days will be
Wednesday, April 20 & Thursday, April 21. Sign-up sheets for
workers will be available in Fellowship Hall during the last week
in March. Please look for more information regarding this event
on another page of this newsletter.




UMW continued from previous page...

The South West District Spiritual Growth Retreat is
scheduled for Saturday, April 16, 2016 at the Midland United
Methodist Church which is located near Black Earth.
Registration begins at 8:30 A.M. and the program begins at 9:00
A.M. The speaker for the event is Florence Chenoweth a United
Methodist Woman who has witnessed civil war and the
beginning of a new government in Liberia, West Africa. She
recently served as the Secretary of Agriculture in Liberia. The
registration fee is $10.00 and is due by April 11. Lunch will be
served. Please see Charlene Mingst for registration forms.

Looking ahead to May—our annual Friends’ Night event is
scheduled for Thursday, May 5, 2016 at 7:00 P.M. The musical
entertainment for this evening will be provided by Ron &
Rosalee Kittleson, a lunch will be served following the program.
Please join us for this event—ladies and gentlemen!!!

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO BROUGHT ITEMS FOR THE
NORTHCOTT NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE. EACH AND EVERY DONATION
IS GREATLY APPRECIATED!!!

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

The United Methodist Women has budgeted $200
for Church Camp scholarships. The deadline for
applying for a scholarship is July 1, 2016. If you are
planning to attend a Church Camp this summer
and would like to request a scholarship, please
write a letter that includes the name of the camp,
the type of camp, and a copy of the camp
confirmation receipt that includes the fees. This
letter then can be given to Charlene Mingst
(President of UMW). The amount of the scholarship
is determined by the number of requests.




COMING SOON!!!

RUMMaGE SalE

Friday, April 2274 9AM - 5:30 PM
Saturday, April 23¥ 8AM-12:30PM

(Bake Sale on Saturday)
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277 Items may be brought
to

the church

*workers needed all days:*
[Sign-up sheet in fellowship hall]

Wednesday, April 20th
9:00 AM — 5 PM LD

Thursday, April 21st I

‘ § Baked goods may be

) brought on Friday or
by 7:45AM Saturday

Please do not bring: TVs, computers, dehumidifiers,
humidifiers, or copied VCR tapes or DVDs.



VBS IS COMING!
We are looking for folks who would be willing to help
coordinate this year’s event: “Surf-Shack” Catch the Wave
of God’s Amazing Love”, Sunday, July 31 through Thursday,
August 4" (5:00-8:00) for ages 4 through Grade 5. Please
consider sharing your gifts and talents with VBS. Call the
church office at 935-5451 for more information.

ADULT FELLOWSHIP

Adult Fellowship will resume Thursday, April 14 at 6:00 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall for a potluck dinner. Please bring a dish
to share, table service and beverages will be

provided. Following our meal Dawn Van Epps will share
highlights of her European choir tour with us. All adults are
invited to attend. If you have questions contact Charlie and
Louise Price 935-7224 or Ron and Bobbi Butteris 935-2693.

CHOIR NOTES

We are scheduled to sing on Sunday, April 3 and Sunday,
April 17. We will rehearse at 8:15 A.M. before services on
those Sundays. We will have our usual Wednesday night
rehearsal on April 6 at 7:00 P.M. in the music room. We
welcome new and/or returning members to the choir at any
time. If you would like more information, please contact
Charlene Mingst (935-5758).

ANITED METHOPIST WOMEN ANNUL
FRIEN®’S NIGHT

Thursday, May 5% at 7:00 PM




Summer Youth Mission Trip 2016

Destination: Knoxville, TN — June 18-26

What is the mission trip all about and why do we do it?
Every summer our youth join 150+ other United Methodist youth and
adults from around Wisconsin on a week-long mission trip somewhere
in the US. Past destinations have included Kentucky, West Virginia,
Georgia, Tennessee, Dallas, and Colorado. On these trips, our youth
work long, hard days on various pro-jects ranging from roofing,
painting, carpentry, and handicap ramp construction, to community
center additions dry-walling and community outreach.

While our main objectives are serving as the hands and feet of God and
being spiritual ambassadors, our youth and adults themselves
experience a work of God in their own hearts, growing closer in their
relationship with their Savior. It is a very successful ministry reaching
many for Christ.

How can | help and support our missionaries? we really
only need two things from our supporters to make this a successful trip
each year.

Your Prayers — Your prayers are one of the most powerful ways you can
support the group. There are so many things in play on a trip like this —
safety on the job sites, safety in travel to and from our destination,
weather, coordination and management before and during the trip, and
prayers for all to experience God as he would have us.

Financial Support - The cost to participate in the trip is $500 per person.
While we work hard to do multiple fundraisers throughout the year to
help offset this cost, often it isn’t enough. Several of our youth come
from modest households and struggle to cover the difference. Keep an
eye out for upcoming fundraisers. And thank you to your support of our
breakfasts, lasagna dinner, brat sales, calendar sales and
offerings!

For more information, videos, photos and blog posts about our summer
trips, visit http://www.sidekickmissions.com.

Another way to support us financially is to write “Mission Trip”
on your offering.




Financial Report

CURRENT MONTH FEBRUARY

Monthly Income $ 10,863
Monthly Expenses Paid $ 13,514
Net Income for month $ <2,651>
Apportionments Paid 1,643

Unpaid Apportionments $ 489

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $ 22,229
Years Expenses Paid $ 27,384
Net Income for Year $ <5,155>
Apportionments Paid $ 3,176

i

Unpaid Apportionments  $

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $25,584
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $2,132

Our goal of meeting 70% apportionment: $17,908 annual
$1,493 monthly

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR MARCH:

Sunday 9:00 Offering
March 6 112 $4,364
March 13 121 $2,309
March 20 n/a $ 886
March 27 n/a $n/a




A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHURCH
#15-4 Give Willingly....."Give back to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar—and to God what belongs to God.”
(Matt. 22:21) Did you know?

The average tax refund is in Wisconsin is $2330! How will
we spend our tax refundse We know that some taxpayers
do not receive arefund. But, of those who do, how do
they spend it?2 The most popular answers are: 1) Pay off
Debt; 2) Have fun — do something special or buy
something special and 3) Save it. On most lists of ideas
the thought of 4)Giving it Away to a favorite charity is
either last on the list or never makes the list! If we're going
to “give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and to
God what belongs to God,” what are we called to give
awaye As people of faith we may wish to consider giving
a tithe (10%) or some portion of our tax return to the
church to say thank you to God for the jobs we have and
the earnings we receive. Consider tithing. If the average
refund is $2,330 and 10 people tithe at $233 each, the
total giving to your church would increase $2,330. That
might pay most of the heating bill for the winter or help
you do something new and creative for Vacation Bible
School. Your tithe might be more or less than average,
but a gift of $233 would save 23 lives at $10 apiece for the
Imagine No Malaria Campaign. Gifts totaling $2,330
would also make a big difference in paying the mission
giving through our apportionments for a number of
churches - for some it would pay their apportionments in
full, for others it will cover 1/10 of the total or one month.
What is God calling you to give?

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
750 Windsor Street, Suite 305
Sun Prairie, WI 53590 1-608-837-9582
or wumf@wumf.org




Mission & Qutreach

LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE FOR APRIL

March Loose Change for Change was designated to One
Great Hour of Sharing. Current total (before Easter Sunday)
is $194.00

April’s designation is “In Gathering”, a mission effort that the
Wisconsin Annual Conference prepares for in advance of
our yearly meeting in June. The following website lists all of
the different materials that are collected:

http://www.wisconsinumc.org/Resources/Documents/Annual
Conference/lngathering.pdf

Free Workshop on Milestones Ministry,
Cross+Generational Faith Formation with David
and Gloria Anderson at Grace Lutheran,

Dodgeville
Sunday, April 10 from 12:30 to 4pm, come to Grace Lutheran Church in
Dodgeville for an informative and exciting session that will give
congregations numerous ways to focus on meaningful faith formation and
outreach into the home and community through such resources as Taking
Faith Home and Milestones Ministry. These tools will be explored as
resources to encourage faith-filled conversations, prayer, service, and
Christian traditions in homes, congregations, and communities. Come and
join David and Gloria Anderson, authors and developers of TFH and
Milestones Ministry for a congregational leadership training that will include
lots of examples, stories, and interactive discussions on how to enrich the
ministry of your congregation and home. This time together will make a
difference in your lives and congregations.

Grace is located at 1105 N. Bequette St. in Dodgeville. For more
information, contact Pastor Mark Williamson

at mwilliamson.glc@gmail.com;(608) 935-5718 or visit
milestonesministry.org
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APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

8 - Ron & Julie Symons
11 - Doug & Robin Digman
16 - Rich & Judy Strutt

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4 — Owen Beerkircher

5 - Kevin Kirschbaum
7 - David Olson

8 - Mary Berg

PLEASE PRAY:

Theresa Davis

Kenny & Lois Dobson,
Adam,

Karli Gorsline,
Marjorie Hilts,

Kevin Cleary,

Jack Schultze,
Casey's Husband,
Ronald Scott,

Rochelle Rule & daughter,

JoOANnne,

Dawn Schultz,

Leah Sailor,

Alan Jewell,

Denise Oxnem,
Leilah Mae Oxnem,
Linda Loomis,
Pastor Charlene,
Ron Hunter,

Steve & Evie Korben,
Nora Johnsrud

8 - Amber Price

9 - Chip Forrest

9 - Lillian Nye

15 - Julie Athey

17 — Ben Berryman
18 - Peggy Forrest
22 - John Houck

22 - Mike Weber

24 - Marilyn Liddle
24 - Maggie Piper
25 - Jan Kirschbaum
27 - Mary Ellen Schultze
27 - Scott Tolzman
29 - Maggie Godfrey
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

CARNIVAL FOR CHARITY
Saturday, April 30", 10 AM — 3 PM
Dodger Bowl

5™ ANNUAL GRILLED CHEESE CHAMPIONSHIP
Ley Memorial Pavilion
Saturday, April 23rd

UPLAND HILLS HEALTH & COMMUNITY FUN RUN/WALK
Harris Park
Saturday, April 30™, 9:00AM

Confirmation Students from Grace Lutheran Church
Are hosting
PLAY-DOH MONEY DRIVE
For the American Family Children’s Hospital
April 2" 10:00AM to Noon
Grace Lutheran Church

“Love Dodgeville” Ecumenical Outreach
The planning for the first “Love Dodgeville” event is well underway.
Area churches and community members will be coming together on
May 1%, 2016 at 1:00PM, to provide assistance to organizations and
citizens in town. We will be showing the love of God through the
efforts on that day. There will be various projects, inside and
outside, for folks of all ages, such as:
Working at a We Care location to sort and organize clothing for an
upcoming event that they do yearly, working in the school district
Arboretum, with the guidance of Gari Walz, working at the home
of select senior citizens, who may need help with weeding,
home repair, painting, etc. (Pastors have been informed to
submit a couple names, along with what each project will
entail.) If you have a project idea that would benefit our town,
please contact the pastor of your church or one of the following
individuals (with specifics regarding your idea):
Grace Lutheran Church — Dennis Polglaze
Dodgeville United Methodist Church — Robin and Doug Digman
Plymouth UCCC - Chuck and Jill Roethe
Blackhawk Church Dodgeville Life Group — Brenda Crowe
Sign-up sheets will be sent to the churches, when project
details, including number of folks needed at each site, are
finalized.
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