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House Meetings with the Pastor

It's hard to believe that | have been serving as pastor of both
Dodgeville UMC and Grace (Ridgeway) UMC since mid-July
2015. In that short time, I truly feel “at home” in the Dodgeville
community. | make a weekly Wednesday trip to the Dodgeville
Chronicle to get my copy of the paper. | make several visits to
the Cobblestone Coffee House for their tasty blend of Earl
Gray tea. | have carved out several excellent running and walk
paths, and | have set-up an impressive list of destinations to
discover now that the weather is warmer. | have come to
really enjoy eating at Bob’s BBQ (more often that | should). |
have made some wonderful connections with pastors not only
in the Dodgeville and Ridgeway community, but also within
our United Methodist circuit. | have really enjoyed the
ecumenical partnerships that have already formed within the
Dodgeville church community, especially with Feeding
Friends, “Love Dodgeville,” and our Thanksgivi i

| have also greatly enjoyed my time
with Grace United Methodist
Church in Ridgeway. | was excited
that we were able to have both our
Advent services and our Christmas
Eve service upstairs in our beautiful

sanctuary. Scott Carlson, the o o
District Superintendent for the South West District even joined

us for Christmas Eve. Starting in 2016 we have been having
regular Church Council meetings, having ongoing conversation
about how we can reach out to the Ridgeway and surrounding



community. We are also talking about ways that | can engage
with, and be more of a part of, the Ridgeway community.

| am continuing to visit with folks from both church
communities, and | am hearing many stories about the rich
history of both of our churches. | have heard some wonderful
stories of our history and our current ministries, and | have also
heard some difficult stories within our churches history. There
is definitely a feeling of excitement within these congregations,
but | also sense some apprehension about the future. Since |
have been pastor we have welcomed in new members and
also said goodbye to some members as well. Pastoral changes
create some unrest and require some time for adjustment.

In hopes of continuing these conversations, | would like to meet
with members of the churches in small groups to talk about our
present strengths and our future hopes and dreams. During the
month of May, | have planned a series of meetings in the
homes of various members of Dodgeville United Methodist
Church. It is my hope to gather together 10-15 people from the
church together to gather in conversation about the strengths of
our congregation now, and where you would like to see this
church be in the future. For Grace UMC in Ridgeway we will
plan to have this take place during one of our post-service
potluck meals.

If you are at church, the sign-up sheets will be available on a
table outside of the sanctuary. There are nine different
evenings/afternoons in May available. The meetings are
scheduled to be at most 90 minutes long. The individual or
family hosting the event will be listed at the top of that particular
event. You are also welcome to give Carla a call at the church
office and sign up for an appointment that fits your schedule. |
am hoping that these conversations are helpful as we think
about the future of Dodgeville UMC and Grace UMC within our
communities.

Thank you in advance for your participation. Let's see where
God is leading both of these churches as we look to the future!

~ Pastor Jim



Churc amily

Adult Fellowship

Adult Fellowship will meet May 12 at the home of Ron and
Bobbi Butteris at 6:00 p.m. for food and fellowship. Please
bring a dish to share, table service and beverages will be
provided. Call Ron or Bobbi at 935-2693 or Charlie or Louise
Price at 935-7224 with questions.

THANKYOU! THANKYOU! THANK YOU!

The UMW wishes to thank everyone who helped in any way to
make our Spring Rummage and Bake Sale a huge success!!
We would especially like to thank Barb Phillips who spent
many, many hours helping us get everything ready. Thank you
for the generous donations of rummage items, and baked
goods; and especially to everyone who worked throughout this
4 day event, we could not even have the sale without your
generous donations of time. We want to give a huge thank you
to the trustees for getting the tables set up for us, and also the
Feeding Friends program for your cooperation in sharing the
space in Fellowship Hall. The monies that we earned will be
used to support our church with donations to the general fund,
kitchen supplies and up-keep; community charities and
programs, and meet our pledge to mission to the Wisconsin
Conference UMW. Specific donations will be made to the
DUMC, UMC Camp Scholarships, the Youth Mission Trip, the
Madison Mission Chaplaincy and the Stephen Ministry, as well
as the lowa County Food Pantry, We Care, the Free Clinic and
other community and church programs. UMW Conference
projects that we have supported and will continue to support
include Northcott Neighborhood House, United Methodist
Children’s Services, and Harbor House Crisis Shelters, all in
Wisconsin; and the Redbird Mission in Kentucky. Again we say
thank you; we very sincerely appreciate your efforts and
support!!




CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATING SENIORS
& NEW MEMBERS

On May 22", we will be celebrating a special Sunday within the
: life of the congregation of Dodgeville United Methodist Church.

: We have four high school -
: seniors that we will be recognizing: N J . (}
: Alex Harman, Maggie Piper, " e CA)V‘ a N\

: Dacotah Starr, and Zach Tolzman.
: They will have the opportunity to
: share what they will be up to after
: high school and we will have a gift
: for them on behalf of the church.
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These four graduates, along with Nic and Shawndra Johnsrud, :
: will also be joining Dodgeville United Methodist Church and taking :
: the vows of membership. Praise God...we have a lot to celebrate! :

LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE

January: $609.78 YOUtH Mission TRip
FEBRUARY: $1,31.40 HELPING Hanbs
MaRrcH: $337.13 UMCOR
APRIL 1-17: $25 In GatHERING
May: Vacation BiBLE SCHOOL




UMW Meetings and Events for May

*All women of the church are invited and encouraged
to attend these meetings and/or events.

Friends Night - In place of a regular meeting in May, we are
pleased to invite everyone to our annual Friends’ Night
celebration on Thursday, May 5, at 7:00 PM. Our musical
guests for the evening are Ron and Rosalee Kittleson. We will
be serving refreshments in Fellowship Hall after the program.
Please come—both ladies and gentlemen!! (There will be no
officer’'s meeting preceding this event).

The Evening Star circle will meet on Monday, May 9 at 7:00
PM in Fellowship Hall. Martha Boyer is the hostess and Robin
Digman will present the devotions.

The Grace Post circle will meet on Monday, May 16 at 1:30
PM. Eunice Jewell will serve as hostess and Marian Reynolds
will present the devotions.

CHOIR NEWS

We are scheduled to sing on Sunday, May 1%t and Sunday, May
15 and will rehearse at 8:15 A.M. before services on those
Sundays. Our usual Wednesday night rehearsal for May will
actually be scheduled for the last Wednesday in April—April 27
at 7:00 P.M. in the music room. We welcome new and/or
returning members to the choir at any time. If you would like
more information, please contact Charlene Mingst (935-5758).




Financial Report

CURRENT MONTH _MARCH 2016

Monthly Income $10,771

Monthly Expenses Paid $12,950

Net Income for month $ 2,179

Apportionments Paid $ 1,593 (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments _$ 539 (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid)

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $ 33,000

Years Expenses Paid $ 40,424

Net Income for Year $ <7.424>

Apportionments Paid $ 4,769 (figure included in Years Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments _$ 1,628 (not included in Years Expenses Paid)

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $25,584
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $2,132

Our goal of meeting 70% apportionment: $17,908 annual
$1,493 monthly

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR APRIL

Sunday 9:00 Offering
: April 3 102 $3.209
: April 10 116 $1,567
: April 17 93 $1,990

: April 24 n/a n/a




Got Questions? — A Summer Worship Series

During some of the Sundays of June and July, Pastor Jim
would like to have a series of messages that are focused
around questions that you have about our Christian faith. It
could be questions about our practice, about our theology,
about social issues, or about anything else that might be on
your mind as you think about your Christian faith.

Have you ever wondered what transubstantiation means and

what it has do to with Communion practices in some
denominations? Have

you ever wondered
about why we only have
two sacraments

and the Catholic Church
has seven? How you ever wondered what prompted the
Protestant Reformation? Why do we have the liturgical colors
that we do? What does the Bible have to say about politics and
government?

got questions?

Pastor Jim wants your questions! Submitting a question does
not guarantee that it will be used, but Pastor Jim will try to pick
the ones that would likely have the broadest appeal for the
congregation.

If you have a question that you would like answered, please
write it on the back of a “Connection Card” and put it into the
baskets at the back of the Sanctuary. Otherwise, you can
always email your questions to Pastor Jim at:
pastorjiim@dodgevilleumc.org or find him on Facebook.
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MAY ANNIVERSARIES
2 - Kevin & Jan Kirschbaum
13 - Jerry & Suzanne Tremelling
14 — Bill & Tammy Leiser
18 - Matt & Beth Schlueter

DECISION AMERICA
TOUR

Prayer Rally with Franklin
Graham

June 15, 2016
12:00 -1:00 PM
Capitol Plaza, 2 E Main St,
Madison Wisconsin
55 Passenger bus will load
in Walmart parking lot at
10:00AM

Call or email Pastor Bruce
Bennett

608-220-1166
bbennett1969@yahoo.com

For more information, please
check out the bulletin board.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

3 — Kay Van Epps
4 - Rick Beerkircher
5 - Jody Vanderloo
9 - Kaitlin Oxnem

10 - Ryan James

11 — Richard James

13 - Samantha Udelhoven
24 - Mary Berryman

26 - Howard Rideout

27 — Todd Biddick

Please Pray...

Kenny & Lois Dobson
Adam
Karli Gorsliine
Marjorie Hilts
Kevin Cleary
Jack Schultze
Casey’s Husband
Ronald Scott
JoANnne
Dawn Schultz
Leah Sailor
Alan Jewell
Linda Loomis
Pastor Charlene
Ron Hunter
Steve & Evie Korben
Rose




Everyone Welcome!

The annual Podgeville
United Methodist
Women’s Friends’

Night is scheduled for

Tharsday, May 5™ at
7:00PM at the chareh.

Musical gntegrtainment
will bg provided by
Ron and Rosalgge
Rittlgson.
Refrgshments will be
provided after the
program. €vegrgyong is
weleome-- ladigs and
gentlgmenll
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SUMMER SPECIAL
MUsIc

Anyone interested
i providing
special music

during worship
this ssummer iy
wited to- sigr up
desk invthe
Nowthex, orv call
the chwurch office at
935-5451.




