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As the pastor and worship leader for both Dodgeville UMC and Grace 
(Ridgeway) UMC, I find that I am often the one that makes the final 
determination about the worship service theme for each week. I want 
to be open to the different preferences and interests  
of those who are a part of this congregation, knowing 
that they are quite varied. I also want to make sure  
that I am open to addressing those topics and those  
issues that are relevant to current events and the  
current “way of the world.” We live out our faith in  
Christ and we live out of relationship with God in a  
rapidly changing and diverse world. I want to do everything I can so 
that the time we spend offering praise and thanksgiving to God in 
worship is meaningful and authentic. 
 
I am continuing to explore a structure within each church that opens up 
worship planning to a larger group of individuals. At this year’s 
Learning Day at the 2016 Wisconsin Annual Conference, one of the 
topics available will be in the formation of a worship team. If you think 
that this is something that you might be interested in being a part of, 
please let me know. I will be exploring that upon my return from 
Annual Conference (and from vacation!). 
 
Along the lines of looking for outside input, for five Sundays in June 
and July I truly want to offer the opportunity for you to determine the 
theme for our worship services. I want to do these services based on 
questions that you have about the Christian faith or specifically about 
The United Methodist Church. 
 

 

 



 Your questions can be about: 
• Theology: What does atonement mean? What does it mean 

that “Jesus descended to the dead”? What do the bread and 
juice represent when Methodists take Communion? What is 
transubstantiation and do we believe in it? 

• Practice: Why is our worship service currently structured the 
way that it is? What makes worship Methodist? What does it 
mean that we have an open Communion table? 

• History: How exactly did we become the United Methodist 
Church? What is our heritage? 

• Structure: Are we truly a global church? What does it mean 
that we are connectional? 

• Social Value: What do our United Methodist Social 
Principles says about abortion, gay marriage, social justice, 
cloning, gambling, etc.? 

 
It is not limited to the above questions, but it’s a start. If you’ve ever 
wondered it, I want you to ask it! You can email your questions to 
me at: pastorjim@dodgevilleumc.org, you can send me a message on 
Facebook, or you can tell me the next time you see me ☺. I am 
looking forward to your questions. 
 
Looking ahead to August (Yikes!) we will be exploring together 
what it means to be a church that is welcoming to guests who may 
be coming to check us out for the first time. We’ll also be exploring 
ways that we can comfortably invite people to come to church. I 
shared in a recent sermon that the average United Methodist invites 
someone to church every 38 years. Yes, you read that right. Of 
those that join a church, 80% say that they came to that particular 
church the first time because someone invited them. We need to 
invite people more frequently, and we need to encourage them to 
come back. We’ll explore some tangible ways that we can be doing 
that. 
 
Enjoy the warm weather, and see you in church! 
 
   ~ Pastor Jim 
 



 

 
 
 
DUMC invites all children from Pre-K through the completion 
of 5th grade to VBS this summer.  This year’s VBS theme is 

 “Surf Shack” 
Children will experience how the ordinary becomes 

extraordinary with God through drama, crafts, games 
science, music and hours of fun! 

 
It all begins Sunday, July 31st and continues each day from 
5:00-8:00pm through Thursday, August 4th, ending with a 
closing program for the whole family. 
 
Please see the inside back cover of this newsletter for a 
registration form.  Or call the church office at 935-5451 or 
register online at www.dodgevilleumc.org/vbs 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School News 
 



 
 
 
 
  

 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
 
 

Adult Fellowship will meet at 6:00 p.m. Thursday, 
June 9 in Fellowship Hall.  Please bring a dish to 

share, table service and beverages will be 
provided.  If you have questions contact Charlie 
and Louise Price 935-7224 or Ron and Bobbi 

Butteris 935-2693. 
  

 
LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

 
May Loose change for change is supporting our summer 
Vacation Bible School.  June offerings will support the 
Homeless Shelter.  July, August & September offerings 
will support Operation Christmas Child Shoebox project.  

 
 

ALUMINUM CANS 
 

 Funds collected from aluminum cans support our ‘Helping 
Hands’ fund.  This money is used for those in our 

community who stop by the church with a need (gas cards, 
help with rent or bills, and other basic needs).  The cans 
are collected in a caged outdoor collection area on the 

East side of the building.   
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES! 

Alex Harman 
Maggie Piper 
Dacotah Starr 
Zach Tolzman 

  



 

  

     
Faith-filled Ways to say “Thank You” to God this summer 

 
As you plant flowers in your garden, say thank you to God for 
their gift of color.   Give at least as much back to God as you 
spend on flowers this year.   
 
Use your time and talents to raise money for outreach.   Do 
you have a garden?  Do you have more zucchini than you can 
eat?  What about tomatoes, beans, or sweet corn?   Maybe 
you have some friends and neighbors who would gladly give a 
gift toward a mission of your church in exchange for some of 
your vegetables – fresh, frozen, or canned.  
  
Put a container in the middle of the kitchen table and invite 
family members to make a special offering – perhaps even 
$1/day to say thank you for a joy each day.   
 
If your grocery bill tends to rise during the summer because 
more people are home and you have more visitors, try 
planning your menus around what’s on sale each week.   Then 
with the money you save, you can make an extra gift to the 
mission and ministry of the church.   
 
Remember, God doesn’t take vacations from us!   If you’re 
heading out on a special vacation – enjoy!   Give thanks for 
the memories you’ll make by signing up for online bill pay 
through your bank.   Then your offerings will be sent to the 
church automatically whether you’re on vacation or in your 
regular pew each week.  
  
Honor those you love with a special gift to the overall mission 
and ministry of the church through our apportionments.   “A-
portion-ment for others” can be a wonderful way to remember 
loved ones as a part of their gift for birthdays, anniversaries 
and other milestones.  
  
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 750 Windsor Street, 
Suite 305 Sun Prairie, WI 53590 1-608-837-9582 or Toll Free 

888-903-9863  Email:  wumf@wumf.org 



 

  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS OF DUMC! 

Alex Harman 
Maggie Piper 
Dacotah Starr 
Zach Tolzman 

Nic & Shawndra Johnsrud 

TRUSTEE UPDATE 
 
In our lives, one thing we cannot create, accumulate, acquire, buy or even 
borrow is time.  When an individual commits themselves to volunteer, 
they have chosen to give up their own time to support an activity to 
benefit others. 
 
The Board of Trustees would like to SPECIALLY THANK John Trankle and 
the volunteers who did a fantastic job trimming trees !  THANK YOU to 
those that trim the bushes and planted flowers.  THANK YOU to those who 
helped clean and paint the doors at the church and the rooms at the 
parsonage. BLESS those who helped build the wonderful front porch at the 
parsonage! 
 
The Board of Trustees will begin remodeling the upstairs bathroom at the 
parsonage while he is  away.  
 
We are having a few volunteer work nights at the church and parsonage. If 
you would like, please join us on the following nights at 6:00 or 6:30pm: 
 
June 6 - parsonage ( landscaping/ trimming trees/ lawn care (grass seed 
and dirt) / painting door July 11 - church ( murphy oil pews/ window 
cleaning / landscaping / etc. 
Aug 1  - fall work- will keep you posted 
 
THANK YOU, 
 
The Board of Trustees 
 
We have seen and met angels wearing the disguise of ordinary people 
living ordinary lives    ~ Tracy   Chapman                                                     
  



 

 

 

 

 

CURRENT MONTH    APRIL 2016                         
 
Monthly Income                    $   8,952 
Monthly Expenses Paid        $  15,454 
Net Income for month          $  < 6,502 > 
Apportionments Paid            $    1,538  (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments       $       594   (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
 

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                    $ 41,953 
Years Expenses Paid        $  55,750 
Net Income for Year      $ < 13,797 > 
Apportionments Paid         $   6,306     (figure included in Years Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments     $  2,222  (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 
 
TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $25,584 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 2,132 
 
Our goal of meeting 70% apportionment:  $17,908 annual 
        $1,493 monthly 
 

 

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR MAY: 
 

Sunday  9:00   Offering 
 
May 1   106   $3,529 
May 8   140   $2,727 
May 15    79   $3,070 
May 22    96   $1,097  
May 29   



 

 

Summer Anniversaries 
 
June 
2 – Ron & Edith Hunter 
6 – Dan & Kim Roble 
6 - Scott & Denise Tolzman 
8 - Thomas & Julia Harman 
9 - Todd & Nikki Biddick  
14-Kristen & Keith Leitzinger 
15-Bill & Martha Boyer 
15-Rodger & Ila Jean Selleck 
28-Ken & June Jewell 
 
July 
1 - Merlin & Virginia Gorsline 
12 - Jeff & Juanita Starr 
25 – Rick & Kerry Beerkircher 
 

Summer Birthdays 
 
June Birthdays 
2 - Diane Barney  
2 - Lois McComish  
3 - Susan Dunham  
4 - Charlene Bennett 
5 – Emma Butteris 
5 - Alycia Hathaway 
6 – Zoie Weber 
7 – Margaret Johnsrud 
12 - Matthew Butteris  
13 – Kerry Beerkircher 
18 – Nikki Biddick 
13 - Art Humbert  
25 - Russell Nelson  
30 - Bill Baebler 
 
 

 
 
July Birthdays 
1 - Rich Strutt  
7 - Judy Halverson  
7 – Lesley Houck 
7 – Alex Ray 
7 – Zackery Weber 
8 – Dona Ray 
13 - Juanita Starr  
14 - Wanda McCutchin  
14 - Donna Welsh  
16 - Mary Dunn  
20 – Zena Weber 
20 – Shawndra Johnsrud 
24 - Tina Smith  
27 – Emma Hathaway 
28 - Chelsea Olday 
 







  UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 
 
The UMW and Circles are not scheduled to meet again 
until September, however please mark your calendars for 
the “Brunch at the Barn” hosted by Martha Boyer at her 
beautiful home at 4638 County Road Z, which will be held 
at 9:30 AM on Thursday, August 4th.   
 
Thank you to everyone who made our annual Friends 
Night event such a success!! We welcomed approximately 
72 guests from 8 different churches.   The music, 
fellowship, and delicious refreshments were greatly 
appreciated by all who attended. 
 
Many, many thanks to Louise Price for choosing the new 
plants ( blue“Peach Leaved Bellflower” ) for the area in 
front of the informational sign in front of the church, and 
for planting them and rearranging the existing perennials 
to create an eye-appealing flower arrangement that can 
be enjoyed by all who pass by the front of the church on 
Iowa Street. 
 
If you have any questions regarding UMW please call 
Charlene Mingst (935-5758). 
 

 
CHOIR NOTES 

 
The Choir will be on “summer recess” until next September 
when we will resume our schedule of singing the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month.  Thank you to all choir members for 
your dedication to serve and to enhance the Worship here at 
DUMC.  If you would like to provide music for summer 
worship, please contact the church office (935-5451). We 
will have a “Women’s Choir” at the service on Sunday, 
August 28. Please join us!  
 



 

 

  

 
WILLS & MEMORIALS NEWS 

 
The Wills & Memorials committee has been setting aside some 
very generous memorials for some time designated for new 
carpeting for the Fellowship Hall.  
 
We now have: 
 
Donations      $7,470.00 
Wills & Memorial Sale of Church History Books $   665.00 
Grace Post Circle Donations   $   100.00 
UMW Sale of Books     $   780.00 
Cash on Hand     $8,955.00 
Cost of Commercial Grade Carpeting  $5,663.45 
       $3,291.55 
Cost of Pleated Blinds for 7 Windows  $1,378.00 
       $1,913.55 
 
Last week at our meeting of Adult Fellowship we voted to give 
Wills & Memorials $125.00 for the new movie screen which has 
an estimated cost of $119.88. 
 
These are all estimate costs which could vary.  Also we now 
have an estimated cost for the carpeting in the narthex of 
$4,829.64 to which we will apply the remaining $1,913.55. 
 
The church Trustees will pay for the paint and labor of the 
Fellowship Hall project. 
 
 
 



 
   

  
Decision America Tour 

Prayer Rally with Franklin Graham 
June 15, 2016 
12:00-1:00PM 

Capitol Plaza, 2 E Main St, 
Madison, WI 

55 Passenger bus will load in Walmart Parking lot 
at 10:00 AM 

Call or email Pastor Bruce Bennett 
608-220-1166 

bbennett1969@yahoo.com 
 

 __________________________________________ 
 

HYDE BLACKSMITH SHOP 
Family Friendly Day in Hyde 

Saturday, June 11, 10:00AM to 3:00PM 
For info call Melva at 924-5508 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 

Please pray: 
Kenny & Lois Dobson, Adam, Karli Gorsliine, Marjorie Hilts, 
Kevin Cleary, Jack Schultze, Casey’s Husband, Ronald 
Scott, JoAnne, Dawn Schultz, Leah Sailor, Alan Jewell, 
Linda Loomis, Pastor Charlene, Ron Hunter, Steve & Evie 
Korben, Jessica, Jackie Dux,  Rose Gilbertson 

 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Vacation Bible School 

July 31 - August 4 
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