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What I Learned at the 2016 Annual  
Conference Gathering 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From June 10th to the 13th, clergy and lay people from United 
Methodist churches around the state of Wisconsin gathered for the 
2016 Annual Conference. Easy year, around 800-900 people vote on 
legislation, hear committee reports, hear speeches from the Bishop and 
Cabinet, and vote on an Annual Conference budget for the next year. I 
wanted to offer some reflections on my experience at Annual 
Conference this. 
This year was the fourth and final year of a theme focused on the fruits 
of the Spirit: “Bountiful Harvest: Enough for All.” 
 
$1,000,000 for Imagine No Malaria – At this year’s Annual 
Conference we celebrated achieving the Bishop’s goal of a raising $1 
million for the worldwide Imagine No Malaria campaign. Our 
contribution is part of the denomination-wide goal of $75 million. 
 
Feasibility Study – The Annual Conference approved a $60,000 
feasibility study to be conducted in the next year with the results to be 
presented to the 2017 meeting. In a letter to United Methodist churches 
in Wisconsin, the Bishop wrote, “To realize this marvelous vision of 
Imagine Wisconsin Anew, we are proposing a funding campaign to 
allow us to do a new thing in new and sensational ways…We are 
proposing a feasibility study to determine what we can reasonably 
hope to raise and the best way to do it. If the feasibility study reveals a 
capacity to reach our goals, we hope to engage The James Company 
further to lead us in our funding campaign.” 
 
 
 

 

 



 Resolution of Complaint against Janet Ellinger – Janet Ellinger, a 
previous District Superintendent of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, was brought up on formal charges by a fellow clergy 
member for her presiding over two same sex marriages. The Bishop 
wrote in a letter to pastors, “I feel a just resolution for these 
incidents is an admission and apology to our clergy for the negative 
impact such actions may have upon our covenantal relationship, 
including an explanation of why Janet feel justified in doing what 
she did.” Janet did offer an apology in the Christian sense of the 
word, offering her reasoning for why she did what she did and why 
she will continue to do so. Reactions to her statement and to the 
Bishop’s decision are certainly mixed. It also speaks to the 
disagreement and growing angst within our denomination regarding 
human sexuality. 
 
Wide World of Worship – At this year’s Annual Conference there 
were five different worship opportunities offered to participants. On 
Friday afternoon, the Opening Worship Service featured a sermon 
by Bishop Hee-Soo Jung. On Saturday, morning we honored those 
within the Annual Conference leadership that passed away since the 
last Annual Conference. The message was offered by Rev. Aaron 
Alfred. In the afternoon we celebrated retirees with retired 
Wisconsin Annual Conference Bishop Sharon Rader preaching. On 
Sunday morning, the “Walking the Trail of Repentance” service was 
offered with Rev. Chebon Kernell preaching. As a Native American, 
he offered perspective on the difficult and fractured relationship 
between the UMC and Native Americans. On Sunday afternoon, we 
celebrated the licensing, commissioning, and ordination of clergy. 
Bishop Young Jin Cho of the Virginia Conference preached. 
 
Those were the main highlights for this year’s gathering. I would 
certainly be open to talking about any aspect of Annual Conference 
further if you would like. On both sides of this conference I took 
some time for vacation. It was an opportunity to rest and recharge 
from what has been a very busy spring. I am glad to be back, and 
look for forward to preaching and leading worship. 
 
See you in church! 
 
Pastor Jim 
 



 

 
 
 
DUMC invites all children from Pre-K through the completion 
of 5th grade to VBS this summer.  This year’s VBS theme is 

 “Surf Shack” 
Children will experience how the ordinary becomes 

extraordinary with God through drama, crafts, games 
science, music and hours of fun! 

 
It all begins Sunday, July 31st and continues each day from 
5:00-8:00pm through Thursday, August 4th, ending with a 
closing program for the whole family. 
 
Please see the inside back cover of this newsletter for a 
registration form.  Or call the church office at 935-5451 or 
register online at www.dodgevilleumc.org/vbs 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School News 
 



 
 
 
 
  

 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
 

Adult Fellowship will meet on Thursday, July 14 at 6:00 
p.m. for a potluck meal at the home of Charlie and Louise 

Price.  Please bring a dish to share, table service and 
beverages will be provided.  Board games will be 

available for those that want to take on the challenge 
or "fellowship" and conversation are always enjoyable.  If 
you have questions call Charlie or Louise Price at 935-

7224 or Ron or Bobbi Butteris at 935-2693. 
 

 
LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

 
July, August & September offerings will support Operation 
Christmas Child Shoebox project.  

 
 

ALUMINUM CANS 
 

 Funds collected from aluminum cans support our ‘Helping 
Hands’ fund.  This money is used for those in our 

community who stop by the church with a need (gas cards, 
help with rent or bills, and other basic needs).  The cans 
are collected in a caged outdoor collection area on the 

East side of the building.   
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

CURRENT MONTH    MAY 2016                         
 
Monthly Income                    $  12,471 
Monthly Expenses Paid        $   11,079 
Net Income for month          $  < 1,392 > 
Apportionments Paid            $    1,543  (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments       $       589   (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
 

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                    $  54,424 
Years Expenses Paid        $  66,829 
Net Income for Year      $ < 12,405 > 
Apportionments Paid         $   7,849     (figure included in Years Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments     $  2,811  (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 
 
TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $25,584 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 2,132 
 
Our goal of meeting 70% apportionment:  $17,908 annual 
        $1,493 monthly 
 

 

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR JUNE: 
 

Sunday  9:00   Offering 
 
June 5  76   $4,162  
June 12  69   $1,702 
June 19  63   $4,029 
June 26    
  



 

 

JULY Anniversaries 
 
1 - Merlin & Virginia Gorsline 
12 - Jeff & Juanita Starr 
25 – Rick & Kerry 
Beerkircher 
 
July Birthdays 
1 - Rich Strutt  
7 - Judy Halverson  
7 – Lesley Houck 
7 – Alex Ray 
7 – Zackery Weber 
8 – Dona Ray 
13 - Juanita Starr  
14 - Wanda McCutchin  
14 - Donna Welsh  
16 - Mary Dunn  
20 – Zena Weber 
20 – Shawndra Johnsrud 
24 - Tina Smith  
27 – Emma Hathaway 
28 - Chelsea Olday 
 

 
Please Pray 

 
Kenny & Lois Dobson, 
Adam, Karli Gorsliine, 
Marjorie Hilts, Kevin Cleary, 
Jack Schultze, Casey’s 
Husband, Ronald Scott, 
JoAnne, Dawn Schultz, Leah 
Sailor, Alan Jewell, Linda 
Loomis, Pastor Charlene, 
Ron Hunter, Steve & Evie 
Korben,  Rose, Jessica, 
Jackie Dux,  Rose Gilbertson, 
Kathy Bryant, Vera White, 
Mark Gehl 
 



 



 
  



 

 

  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 
 
The UMW and Circles are not scheduled to meet again 
until September, however, please mark your calendars for 
the annual “Brunch at the Barn” hosted by Martha Boyer 
on Thursday, August 4 at 9:30 AM at her home at 4638 
County Road Z.  Please bring a dish to share and 
consider car-pooling as parking space is limited. 
Four members of our unit: Martha Boyer, Robin Digman, 
Kim Roble, and Charlene Mingst are registered to attend 
the 2016 Wisconsin Mission U being held at the Hotel 
Mead and Conference Center in Wisconsin Rapids from 
Monday, July 25—Thursday, July 28. We are looking 
forward to this opportunity to study and learn about current 
Mission studies, to worship and sing, to learn about and 
support mission projects, to renew friendships and meet 
new friends. We are asking for your prayers for safe travel 
and that this event will be a blessing to all who attend. 
 

 
CHOIR NOTES 

 
The Choir will be on “summer recess” until next September 
when we will resume our schedule of singing the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month.  Thank you to all choir members for 
your dedication to serve and to enhance the Worship here at 
DUMC.  If you would like to provide music for summer 
worship, please contact the church office (935-5451). We 
will have a “Women’s Choir” at the service on Sunday, 
August 28. Please join us!  
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Vacation Bible School 

July 31 - August 4 
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