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“We Are a Friendly Church” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so 
doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without 
knowing it.” – Hebrew 13:2 (NIV) 

 
“They truly want to have young people in their churches. 

Everybody wants young people in their churches, but most are 
unwilling to make the changes necessary to reach those 
young people.” 

 
“The goal of hospitality is not to get people to return. That 

is its by-product. The goal is to mirror the loving welcome of 
Jesus Christ and live it out in the tangible ways.” – from the 
book Clip In 

 
Most churches think that they are friendly. We want to be 

inviting, welcoming, and friendly to guests who are joining on 
for the first time at a Sunday worship service. Without even 
knowing it, we may act in ways that feel very natural for us, 
but may not be very open and friendly to guests at our church. 
Being friendly and being hospitable to guests who join us for 
Sunday is critical. In many ways we are already doing this, but 
we also have some work to do. All churches do! 

 
Let me share one example. Early on in my time as pastor 

in Dodgeville, I was intimidated with the idea of going into the 
Fellowship Hall and sitting down at one of the tables for 
fellowship time. That doesn’t make any sense, right? How can 
the pastor not feel comfortable sitting at the table? At that  



 
  

time, I was still getting to know many of you, and when I walked 
into the Fellowship Hall all of the tables with people sitting at 
them were full. People were talking and enjoying each other’s 
company, but it felt like there was no room for me. No one 
invited me to come and sit with them. I wasn’t going to start a  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
thought of sitting at a table of strangers. In our current culture, 
would those individuals stay? I don’t think so. 

 
Do I think anyone in that Fellowship Hall was trying to be 

unfriendly? I don’t think so. Sometimes without knowing it we 
can create barriers to connecting with folks and guests may not 
be likely to return to our church. 

 
During the month of August, I will be offering a series of 

messages with a focus on making connections with individuals 
in our church that we do not know: members, regular attenders, 
and guests. We will talk about effective ways to introduce 
yourself to people and how to make connections with people. 
We’ll talk about the importance of connecting guests with 
people in the church with similar interests. We’ll talk about ways 
that we can create an environment in worship and after worship 
that makes guests feel as though they are important and that 
they matter to us as a church.  

 
Even better, we will practice these skills during our services 

and seek to make them a part of our church culture!  
 
Churches grow when we meet people, make connections 

and invite them to church. Guests are more likely to return to 
our church 

             

new table all by myself. 
So, I grabbed my tea and 
cookies and I left. 
 
I am not the only introvert 
that will come as a guest 
to our church. Some folks 
will be even more 
intimidated by the 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participate in Project Christmas Child Shoe Box 

You can participate in the Christmas Child project by donating needed 
items or donating money to cover shipping ($7.00/box).  Our goal is to fill 

and ship 100 boxes! 
• Items needed for each box:  

Toys: such as small cars, dolls, balls, stuffed animals, kazoos, yo-yos, 
jump ropes 

School supplies: pencils & sharpener, crayons, paper, stamps & ink pad 
sets, solar calculators, picture & coloring books 
Hygiene: toothbrush, comb, mild fragrance free bar soap (in a 

plastic bag), washcloth, toothpaste (4 oz or more and expiring after 
12/18) 
Additional items: hard candy (please double bag all candy) mints, 

gum, socks, ball caps, T-shirts, sunglasses, hair clips, ball caps 
A Personal Note: In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to 

the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you include your 
name and address, the child may write back.) 

• Also needed: 
$7.00 per box is needed for shipping 

Do not include any of the following: 
Used or damaged items 
Out-of-Date candy 
War related items; i.e. guns, knives, swords, military figures 
Chocolate or Food 
Liquids or Lotions 
Medications 
Aerosol cans 
Breakable items; i.e.; snow globes, glass containers 

 

when they feel welcomed. Guests are more likely to become 
regular attendees when they make connections with other 
members and feel as though they belong. It’s not hard to do, 
but it’s going to require a change in our culture. I am hoping 
that we can explore this change together! As we show people 
the love of Christ through the way that we treat them as guests 
at our church, we may be amazed at the results. See you in 
church! 
 

~ Pastor Jim 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 

Adult Fellowship 
Adult Fellowship is an organization within our church that 

has been meeting for approximately 60 years.  Our evening 
begins with a potluck meal followed by a variety of programs.  
We listen to travelogues, have hymn sings, game nights and 
picnics in the park.  We’ve had wood carving and stained glass 
demonstrations and some nights we just “fellowship” with one 
another.    

 
We meet on the second Thursday of the month April 

through October.  In November we traditionally have a turkey 
dinner.  The majority of our meetings are in Fellowship Hall, 
but we occasionally meet at the home of one of our members.  
We have an interesting mix of people and always welcome any 
adults that would be interested in joining us. 

 
On Thursday, August 11 Adult Fellowship will be hosted 

by Jeanne Kapotas at 6:00 p.m. at 4549 County Q (not her 
home address) for a potluck.  Please bring a dish to share, 
beverages and table service will be provided.  Following the 
meal we will have a hayride.  If you have questions contact 
Charlie and Louise Price at 935-7224, or Ron and Bobbi 
Butteris at 935-2693.   

 

Essential Transformation Class Information 
Session 

August 21, 2016 at 6:00PM 
Dodgeville UMC Fellowship Hall 

 
Those looking to join the church, those looking to be 

confirmed, and those simply interested in being a part of the 
class should attend this informational session! Class will take 
place from September through December with the day of the 
week and time to be determined at this informational session. 

 



 

 

  
AUGUST                

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1 - Ken & Lois Dobson  
1 - Scott & Sarah Godfrey  
2 - Don & Tina Smith  
12 – Phil & Julie Udelhoven 
17 – Lee/Mary Lou Oxnem  
20 - Jeff & Julie Athey 

 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

2 - Jacob Colden 
3 – Jean Leigh 
17 - Virginia Gorsline 
21 – Shirley Lewis 
25 - Bethany Harman  
26 - Beau Smith  
27 – Ron Butteris 
29 – Bill James 

MANY THANKS… 
Your kind expression of 

sympathy is deeply appreciated 
and gratefully acknowledged. 

The Marie Wenger-Rowe 
Family 

 
 

Please Pray 
Kenny & Lois Dobson, 
Adam, Karli Gorsliine, 
Marjorie Hilts, Kevin Cleary, 
Jack Schultze, Casey’s 
Husband, Ronald Scott, 
JoAnne, Dawn Schultz, 
Leah Sailor, Alan Jewell, 
Linda Loomis, Pastor 
Charlene, Ron Hunter, 
Steve & Evie Korben,  
Jessica, Jackie Dux,  Rose 
Gilbertson, Kathy Bryant, 
Vera White, Mark Gehl, 
Robin Peterson, Mary 
Johnson, Leilah, Ronald 
Scott, Lee & Mary Lou 
Oxnem’s son-in-law 

CAFÉ MEETING 
 

On Thursday, July 7th a 
meeting was held to update 
general procedures in the 
kitchen.  Because the kitchen 
is used for funeral luncheons, 
Sunday morning fellowship 
and Feeding Friends, it was 
good to get all parties together 
for discussion.   
 
It was determined that regular 
and decaf coffee, leftover from 
funerals and stored in the 
freezer to the right of the stove, 
may be used by Café or 
Feeding Friends. 
 
The drawers by the coffee pot 
and the bottom cupboard 
between the handwashing sink 
and refrigerator will be 
designated for Café supplies. 
This refrigerator will also hold 
leftover lemonade or food 
marked for Café.  

 



 
 

July Giving/Attendance Stats 
Week Attendance Offering 

1 75 $4,489 
2 73 $1,658 
3 66 $2,228 
4 82 $2,098 
5 n/a n/a 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Brunch at the Barn – Thursday, August 4th, 9:30AM at  
Martha Boyer’s home.  All are welcome! 
 
Regular Monthly Meeting – September 1st at 7:00 PM 
The Executive Board will meet at 6:30 PM in the Library. 
The Evening Star Circle will present the annual Pledge 
Service program. Members of the Grace Post Circle will 
serve refreshments.  
 

MOVIE DISCUSSION GROUP 
Pastor Jim will be leading the first 

of monthly gatherings to talk about 
Christian messages and themes 
found in movies. The movie for 
September will be The Mission 

(1986) [PG] 
starring Jeremy Irons and Robert 
DeNiro. The church has a copy 

available (see Pastor Jim). You can 
also get a copy through Netflix if you 
are a subscriber. Please watch the 
movie in advance of our meeting. 
Take notes. Bring your questions! 
Bring your reflections on what you 

saw! We will on Tuesday, 
September 20th at 6:30PM in the 

Library. 
 

 



                 

  

CURRENT MONTH    JUNE 2016                        
 
Monthly Income                 $ 11,658 
Monthly Expenses Paid     $ 15,412 
Net Income for month       $< 3,754 > 
Apportionments Paid         $  1,548 (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments   $      584  (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
 YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                      $66,083 
Years Expenses Paid           $82,088 
Net Income for Year         $<16,005 > 
Apportionments Paid        $   9,398    (figure included in Years Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments   $    3,395    (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 
 

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $25,584 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 2,132 
 
Our goal of meeting 70% apportionment:  $17,908 annual 
              $1,493 monthly 
 

Scott Godfrey, Finance Chair 

 

January – Mission Trip: $1,319.78 
February – Helping Hands: $1,131.40 

March – One Great Hour of Sharing: $337.13 
April – Ingathering: $152.00 

May – VBS: $205.00 
June – Homeless Shelter: $43.98 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Denise Deaton-Tolzman - Ad Council Chair and Representative to Wisconsin 
Annual Conference – 2016 

I would like to take this opportunity to share my thoughts on the 2016 
Wisconsin Annual Conference.  While, it was not my first time at Annual 
Conference, it was my first time as a representative of the Dodgeville United 
Methodist Church. 

Let me explain.    As many of you know, my sister, Dianne, who filled in 
when Pastor Rom was medical leave, currently serves as a part-time minister 
in Poynette, Wisconsin.  So previously, when I had attended Annual 
Conference was when she had important moments in her ministry.  Those 
include: when she was commissioned, ordained and then also when they 
recognized the loss of our father, Richard Deaton.  While all important 
moments, it had really never given me an opportunity for me experience all 
of what Annual Conference includes.   

Pastor Jim, in the June newsletter, did a great job overviewing the 
conference and sharing  the main pieces of business that were presented.  
The one thing that I took away from the 2016 Wisconsin Annual Conference 
is that our church, our denomination continues to be filled with many stories 
of how we see GOD moments each and every day.  There are so many 
opportunities for us to minister to those who have not found the church and 
we need to look around and see what talents and gifts that we have to 
continue to serve.   

Colossians 3:23-24 “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and 
not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as 
your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.” 

Thank you for allowing me to represent DUMC.  

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
Kiwanis Chicken Barbeque 

Thursday, August 18th, 4:30-7:00 
Ley Pavillion, Harris Park 
___________________ 

CAMP MEETING 
At Pine Lake Camp 

Saturday September 10th 
__________________________ 

Blanchardville United Methodist Church  
“Sunday Sundaes” 

August 7, 2016 at 10:00 AM 
________________________ 

Are you feeling the stress of taking care of someone you 
love? Call the ADRC today at (608) 930-9835 
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