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Christianity and Politics

There are two topics you don’t talk about in
groups: religion and politics. At least, that’s how
the saying goes.
As a pastor, especially when I’m visiting with
folks, it’s really hard to avoid these topics. They
are popular topics and the news often focuses
on religion and/or politics. I have found that it is possible to talk
about religion and politics and still be able to remain friends with
the person you are talking to, but it can be difficult.
You’d think that being Christians, we could have a conversation
about religion and be safe, but there are differences in theology
and belief that can really ruffle some feathers. But, oh, the topic
of politics. These days nothing seem to irritate people more than
talking about elections, politics, and government: local, state,
and national.
When you cast your ballot on November 8th, who will be your
pick for President and Vice-President? US Senator? State
Assembly Representative? You might feel strongly about your
candidates, you might be pretty indifferent, or maybe you’d just
like to throw them all out! No matter where you get your news:
TV, radio, and/or internet, there is a lot of spin and a lot of angst
out there when it comes to the political world. We can’t not talk
about it, but to actually talk about it has almost become
impossible, unless you only talk to people with whom you agree.

I have, at times, thought about
pausing my use of Facebook between now and November 8th
because I can’t deal with my
friends bickering at one another
about one candidate or another.
This one’s a criminal. This one’s
a liar. This one’s insane. Fascist!
Communist! Statist! *sigh*
In these months leading up to the election, I would encourage
us to practice civility in our conversations. I am reminded on Paul’s letter to the Colossians in
which he writes, “Let your speech always be with grace, as
though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you
should respond to each person.” (6:4, NASB). Even when we
disagree, let us be filled with the grace of God. Let us listen to
one another, and in our listening seek to understand one
another. We may not change minds, but at least we might
understand one another better.
It also may be helpful for us, instead of focusing on what we
disagree on, that we might begin to join together on the issues
and concerns on which we do agree. This might be easier to
do on a local level. What needs to we see in our community on
which we can work on together? In a letter dated February 8th,
1772 John Wesley wrote, “I commend you for meddling with
points of controversy as little as possible. It is abundantly
easier to lose our love in that rough field than to find truth.” We
might be able to find some principles on which we can unite.
In his journal dated October 6th, 1774 Wesley wrote, “I met
those of our society who had votes in the ensuing election, and
advised them 1. To vote, without fee or reward, for the person
they judged most worthy - 2. To speak no evil of the person
they voted against, and 3. To take care their spirits were not
sharpened against those that voted on the other side.” This
advice, although a few hundred years ago, is still very
applicable now. Vote for your candidate, don’t badmouth the
opponent, and still care for those who voted differently than
you. This are lessons that need to continue being taught. See
in you church…and perhaps at the polls in November J!
~ Pastor Jim

FEEDING FRIENDS
Did you know that Feeding Friends is self-funded from
grants and gifts from generous donors in our church and
community and is not part of the church budget?
Feeding Friends has been serving around 100 people every
Wednesday. Many people come not only for the food, but
the fellowship as well.
If you haven’t already, please stop in and check it out on
Wednesdays, 5:00 to 6:30 PM!

MOVIE DISCUSSION GROUP
Pastor Jim will be leading the first of monthly gatherings to talk
about Christian messages and themes found in movies. The
movie for September will be The Mission (1986) [PG] starring
Jeremy Irons and Robert DeNiro. The church has a copy
available (see Pastor Jim). You can also get a
copy through Netflix if you are a subscriber. Please
watch the movie in advance of our meeting. Take
notes. Bring your questions! Bring your reflections
on what you saw! We will meet on Tuesday,
September 20th at 6:30PM in the Library.

Our Church Family – The Harmans
Interviewed by Pastor Jim Droste
Each month, I will be interviewing a different individual/family in the
church and offer our newsletter readers the opportunity to get to
know fellow member of our church. This month I picked the Harman
family: Julia, Tom, Bethany & Alex.
Tom and Julia met their sophomore year in college while singing choir
together at UW Platteville. Tom proposed to Julia at Devil’s Lake, on
what was the hottest day of the year J. Tom and Julia were married
on June 8th, 1996 at Platteville United Methodist Church where Julia
grew up. I encourage you to ask them both about the story of their
engagement. It’s a really neat story that I can’t do justice in this
article!
Tom is currently Secretary to the
Principal at Dodgeville Elementary
School. Julia is a substitute teacher for
the Dodgeville School District and also
has her own company called Candy
Commotion, LLC.
Alex is a freshman at the University of Wisconsin Platteville! He is
excited about starting school because he will get to take more
classes that are of interest to him. Bethany will be a freshman at
Dodgeville High School this year. She is excited to participate in band,
choir, and orchestra (Wow!).
I was curious to know what brought the Harman family to Dodgeville.
Previously they had been living in Fort Wayne, Indiana for Tom’s
internship after graduating from the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh.
After that he got a job at Weather Central in Madison. When
deciding on a place to live, they found that Dodgeville was an
affordable place to find a house and had a good school district.
I wanted to know what it was that influenced them to become a part
of Dodgeville United Methodist Church. Julia always had a
connection to the United Methodist Church. It was the Dodgeville
UMC Vacation Bible School that first brought them into the doors. Alex
had never been apart from his parents, so this was the first time he
had been left in the care of others. It was a great experience and
they have become a part of this church family.
Continued…

The Harman family participates in the church in a variety of ways.
They have all volunteered for helping with Feeding Friends and have
all been instrumental to the success of Vacation Bible School. Alex,
Bethany, and Tom have all been a part of the bell choir. Bethany,
Tom, and Julia are all a part of the vocal choir. Talk about a musical
family! Alex has helped out in staffing the nursery. Bethany helps out
as an acolyte. Julia has been a Sunday School teacher, the nursery
director, and is currently a member of the Staff/Parish Relations
Committee and the café team. Tom has served on the finance
committee and currently coordinates much of the multimedia used
at church.
When asked how they would describe Dodgeville UMC they said:
helpful, prayerful, caring, and “like a family.” Thank you Julia, Tom,
Alex, and Bethany for taking the time to have this interview and thank
you for your part in the life of the church and community!

CHOIR NOTES
The choir will hold their first rehearsal of the Fall on
Wednesday August 31 at 7:00 P.M. in the
Chapel/Music Room. We are scheduled to sing on
Sunday, September 4 and Sunday, September 18. We
will rehearse at 8:15 A.M. before services on those
Sundays. We will also rehearse on Wednesday,
September 28 in the Music Room at the usual time.
We welcome new and/or “returning” members to the
choir at any time. If you would like more information,
please contact Charlene Mingst (935-5758).

ADULT FELLOWSHIP
Adult Fellowship will meet on Thursday, September 8 in
Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m. for a potluck meal. Please bring
a dish to share, beverages and table service will be
provided. Following the meal, Jan Staskal will share her
stamp collection with us. If you have questions, please
contact Ron or Bobbi Butteris 935-2693 or Charlie or Louise
Price at 935-7224.

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
any of these meetings and/or events. We are hoping that we
can gain some new members this year, please consider
attending, we would love to see our membership grow. If you
have any questions about UMW please contact Charlene
Mingst or any one of our current members.
The first UMW meeting of the Fall is scheduled for Thursday,
September 1 at 7:00 P.M. in Fellowship Hall. The Executive
Board will meet at 6:30 P.M. in the Library preceding the
meeting. Members of the Evening Star Circle will lead us in the
annual Pledge service. The Grace Post Circle will provide
refreshments. We will also be electing officers for 2017 as the
deadline for reporting the elections to the District has been
moved to October 1.
The Evening Star circle will meet on Monday, September 12
at 7:00 P.M. in Fellowship Hall. Robin Digman is the Cohostess and Martha Boyer will lead us in devotions.
continued on following page

The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, September 19 at
1:30 P.M. at Country Kitchen with Lois Dobson as Hostess.
Eunice Jewell will lead the devotions.
UMW Sunday is September 18. Please put this important
date on your calendar, we want to have as many members as
possible in attendance that Sunday.
The South West District Annual Gathering is Saturday,
September 24, 2016 at Baraboo First UMC in Baraboo. Rev.
Marianne Cotter will be the keynote speaker on the theme of
“Blessedness”. There will be three afternoon breakout sessions
on the topics of “Climate Justice”, led by Laura Pfeffer (who is
also the Wisconsin Conference UMW President), “Latin
America” led by Martha Boyer, and “The Bible and Human
Sexuality” led by Rev. Amanda Stein. Registration forms will be
available from Charlene Mingst and are due by September 3rd.
The registration fee is $15.00 which includes lunch. The day
begins with Registration and Gathering at 8:00 A.M. and
should conclude around 3:00 P.M.

CAMPFIRE SERVICE
Join us on Wednesday, September 14th at 6:00 PM for a
campfire service outside in the lawn on the east side of the
church. Pastor Jim and Pastor Joylynn from Plymouth UCC
will each share in the message delivery. The celebration will
end with Marshmallow roasting!

UMW RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE
The annual Fall Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for Friday,
October 14 & Saturday, October 15.
The hours are: 9:00AM-5:30PM on Friday, 8:00AM-12:30PM
on Saturday. The “Bag Sale” will be between the hours of
10:30AM-12:30PM on Saturday.
The Bake Sale is to be held on Saturday morning only.
The “set-up” dates are on Wednesday. October 12 &
Thursday, October 13. Items for the rummage sale can be
brought in starting at 9:00AM on both days.
PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, computers, dehumidifiers, or
home-recorded VCR tapes or DVDs.
Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in on
Friday evening or early Saturday.
We will need many workers to help set-up and to work during
the sale. Forms will soon be available (in Fellowship Hall) for
you to sign up for a shift or two!!
This annual fund-raiser helps us to meet our goals of mission
on the local, state, national, and international levels. Thank
you to all who will work and also to everyone who donates
items to sell.

FALL DINNER

A Fall Dinner is being planned for October 22nd from
4:00-7:00 PM. Tickets will be sold for this event and
revenue generated by this event will support our
general fund budget.

“LIVING OUT LOUD”

The “Living Out Loud” Bible School
will be starting up on Wednesday,
September 21 at 6:00 PM. This will
offer a Christian education
opportunity for children
in the church.

YOUR GENEROUS OFFERINGS TO
MISSION & OUTREACH MINISTRY
January – Mission Trip: $1,319.78
February – Helping Hands: $1,131.40
March – One Great Hour of Sharing: $337.13
April – Ingathering: $152.00
May – VBS: $205.00
June – Homeless Shelter: $43.98
July – September-Operation Christmas Child: $90.00

CURRENT MONTH
Monthly Income
Monthly Expenses Paid
Net Income for month
Apportionments Paid
Unpaid Apportionments

JULY 2016
$ 11,643
$ 12,524
$ <881>
$ 1,543 (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid)
$
589 (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid)

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH
Years Income
$ 77,726
Years Expenses Paid
$ 94,612
Net Income for Year
$ < 16,886 >
Apportionments Paid
$ 10,941(figure included in Years Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments $ 3,984 (not included in Years Expenses Paid)

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $25,584
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH
$ 2,132
Our goal of meeting 70% apportionment: $17,908 annual
$1,493 monthly
Scott Godfrey, Finance Chair

Giving/Attendance Stats - August
Week
Attendance
Offering
1
79
$2,531
2
79
$3,989
3
72
$2,488
4

SEPTEMBER
1 - London Starr
13 – John Oxnem
15 - Doug Digman
16 - Nancy Mortimer
18 - Diane Ray
19 - Terry Edwards
20 - Jack Martell
20 - Charlie Price
24 - Anthony Butteris
26 – Martha Boyer
26 - Ora Kasten
27 - Louise Price
28 - Drew Piper
29 - Sandra Alexander

PLEASE PRAY:
Kenny & Lois Dobson
Marjorie Hilts
Ronald Scott
Pastor Charlene
Ron Hunter
Jessica
Jackie Dux
Rose Gilbertson
Kathy Bryant
Vera White
Mark Gehl
Robin Peterson
Mary Johnson
Leilah
L&M Oxnem’s son-in-law
Gail Butteris
Jack Schultze
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
7 - Chip & Peggy Forrest
15 - Terry & Penny Edwards
15 – John & Bonnie Oxnem
20 – Russell & Lois Nelson
29 - Steve & Julie Colden

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD
____________________________
Wyoming Valley Church Hymn Sing Schedule
September 4, October 2, 2 Pm to 3:30 PM
_____________________________
CAMP - MEETING
At Pine Lake Camp – September 10th
1:00-3:00 PM

Participate in Project Christmas Child Shoe Box
Our Loose Change for Change Mission for July,
August & September
You can participate in the Christmas Child project by donating
needed items, or donating money for items or to cover shipping
($7.00/box). Our goal is to fill and ship 100 boxes!
Items needed for each box:
Toys: such as small cars, dolls, balls, stuffed animals, kazoos,
yo-yos, jump ropes
School supplies: pencils & sharpener, crayons, paper, stamps &
ink pad sets, solar calculators, picture & coloring books
Hygiene: toothbrush, tooth paste (expiring after 12/2018), comb,
mild fragrance free bar soap (in a plastic bag), washcloth
Additional items: hard candy (please double bag all candy)
mints, gum, socks, ball caps, T-shirts, sunglasses, hair clips,
ball caps
A Personal Note: In a separate envelope, you may enclose a
note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If
you include your name and address, the child may write
back.)
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