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December 2016: ‘Tis the Season

As | begin to write this article for the December 2016
newsletter, the temperature outside is 69 degrees.
Sixty-nine degrees! (Author’s Note: It has since
cooled off to the twenties...and snow is in the
forecast.). | would have never thought it would be this warm this
late in the year. Given the warm weather that we have had, it's
hard to believe that we’ll be beginning the season of Advent on
November 26"/27™. I'm not quite ready for the Christmas season
yet. | feel a bit behind. Area businesses, of course, have been
preparing us for Christmas since kids made their way around the
neighborhood for Halloween.

In some ways, | suppose,

— Christmas can’t come soon
%Q; : Enough. From what I've
y b Heard around the community

Many families have their
Christmas decorations up.
Christmas music is in full swing on the radio and in stores.
Maybe we’re all just looking for some kind of relief from Election
2016 fatigue. There just seems to be a lot of negativity in the
news. Focusing on Christmas might help. We just can’t get to
Christmas too soon. We need to make sure that we also
experience the season of Advent. The season of Advent is a time
for preparation.

Advent. Prepare. Advent is on one level a time of preparation for
the celebration of Christmas. Advent, however, is more than just
preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus. It is also about
preparing for that time, some day, when Christ will return. We
prepare to celebrate the time when Christ came into the world.
We also prepare for that time when Christ will return to us. In the
meantime we prepare we live our lives for Christ.



My favorite Christmas song is O Holy Night. | am especially
fond of the third verse which offers us an image of how to
live:
Truly He taught us to love one another,
His law is love and His gospel is peace.
Long live His truth, and may it last forever,
For in His name all discordant noise shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise us,
With all our hearts we praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we,
His power and glory evermore proclaim!
His power and glory evermore proclaim!

Over the next four Saturdays/Sundays, we will celebrate
Advent. Here is a schedule of services for Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day:

Christmas Eve

e 4:00PM at Grace (Ridgeway) UMC (Please note the
time change)

e 7:00PM at Dodgeville UMC — Service will have
music led by the praise band and will end with
candlelight singing of Silent Night.

e 9:00PM at Dodgeville UMC — Service will have
music led by the organ, along with music from both
the vocal and bell choirs. Service will also have
Communion along with a candlelight singing of Silent
Night.

Christmas Day
e 9:00AM at Dodgeville UMC — A traditional service of
lessons and carols as we celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ!

May you have a blessed Advent season and a joyous
Christmas! ~Pastor Jim
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Church ly News

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Everyone is invited to the annual UMW Christmas “Potluck”
dinner on Thursday, December 1 in Fellowship Hall. We are
planning to have dinner at 6:30PM and the program will follow
immediately. The Rev. Ann Scott who is the current Chaplain
with the United Methodist Hospitals Ministry in Madison will be
our guest speaker. Please join us!!

The Grace Post Circle will have their annual Christmas
“Potluck” meeting at Louise Price’s home on Monday,
December 12 at noon. Please bring a dish to pass and an item
for the “Potluck” devotions as well.
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14" Annual Santa Secret Shop
(Sponsored by Dodgeville Kiwanis)
December 3 and 10
8:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Former Thym’s/Hill’s Pub building
(beside House on the Rock Inn)
Children, age 3 — grade 6
Vendors for adults
Inexpensive lunch

Bake sale

Poinsettia Orders
Opportunities to order Poinsettias for display in the
sanctuary during the Christmas season will be offered
November 27" — December 11". Those who order plants
may take them home after the Christmas Eve service or
the Sunday after.




COME PRAY WITH US

We'd love to have you join us in praying on a regular
basis, or irregular, as it fits your schedule. The Prayer
Ministry Group meets on Thursday morning at 10:00 in the
church library. Our numbers vary as work schedules and
other demands dictate. Yes, some of us pray at the church
and some pray at home or anywhere we can. Some of the
things we pray about are people, events, situations; both
concerns and joys. We use the “ACTS” outline for prayer;
Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication. We use
a printed prayer list, updated weekly, from prayer cards,
emails, and the Sunday bulletin. In this endeavor we
greatly need your assistance keeping the list up-to-date.
Contact the church office, Pastor Jim, or a member of the
group with any changes to your request. One of our major
goals is confidentiality. We do not share your concerns
unless you’ve given us permission.

God bless you today and each day ahead.

Mary Ellen Schultze; 924-0053

Thank You

During the progression of my brother, Jack's,
cancer all of you have been my strength through
the storm, my shield during the battle, my
support through the pain. A church family is a
wonderful thing, a bond that has no limits. I
want to thank you for your kind words, cards,
blessings and most of all your hugs. Jack's death
has left a hole in my heart, he cannot be
replaced. I only had him for 54 years, not long
enough. Thank you for being there to support
and love me through it all.

Mary Ellen Schultze




DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3 - Scott Godfrey
4 - Keith Bowers
5 - Ken Dobson
5 - Mylee Mulder
8 - Mary Terrill
12 - Denise Tolzman
13 - Earl Welsh
14 - Kevin Houck
14 - James Short
15 — Nicholas Johnsrud
17 — lvy Wilson
19 — Holly Starr
20 — Mary Wilson
22 — Robin Digman
22 — Dawn Van Epps
23 — Rosemary Edwards
29 — Mary Lou Oxnem
31 — Julie Colden

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

29 — Dale & Nancy Mortimer
31 — Art & Margaret Humbert




Giving/Attendance Stats

Week | Attendance Offering
November

1 107 $4,762

2 99 $2,819

3 70 $1,899

4 $

CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLE SERVICE TIMES:
LIGHTING
CEREMONY e
Ridgeway:

Compassionate
Friends will be

Grace Service

holding a Candle 7:00 PM
Lighting 7y Contemporary
Ceremony on Service
Sunday,
December 11" at 9:00 PM
6:00 PM at Traditional
DUMC. Service

PLEASE PRAY:

Kenny & Lois Dobson, Marjorie Hilts, Ron Hunter, Jessica, Jackie Dux,
Rose Gilbertson, Kathy Bryant, Vera White, Mark Gehl, Robin
Peterson, Mary Johnson, Leilah, Cody, John Schwartz, John Bradley,
Zack Weber, Hannah Thomas, Terry Flynn, Peggy Forrest, Austin
Bradley, Mary Devoe




CHOIR NOTES
The choir schedule for December actually begins in November!!
We will have a rehearsal on Wednesday, November 30 at
7:00PM in the Chapel/Music Room. We are scheduled to sing on
Sunday, December 4 and December 18. We will rehearse at
8:15AM before the service on both of those days. Also, we are
scheduled to sing at the 9:00PM service on Christmas Eve. We
will rehearse at 8:15PM on that evening. We welcome new
and/or returning members to the choir at any time. If you would
like more information, please contact Charlene Mingst
(935-5758).

Financial Report

CURRENT MONTH OCTOBER, 2016

Monthly Income $ 14,551
Monthly Expenses Paid $ 12,203
Net Income for month  $ 2,348
Apportionments Paid 1,528
Unpaid Apportionments  $ 604

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $116,196
Years Expenses Paid $130,806
Net Income for Year  $<14,610 >
Apportionments Paid $ 15,575
Unpaid Apportionments $ 5,746

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $25,584
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $2,132

Our goal of meeting 70% apportionment: $17,908 annual
$1,493 monthly




7

Our movie discussion for December will be Imitation
Game (2014)! We will get together on Tuesday,
December 20th at 6:30PM to talk about the movie.
Imitation Game brings up several important ethical issues
that are worthy of further discussion. We will also look for
Christians themes. You are encouraged to watch the
movie in advance, as we are not able to watch the movie
due to copyright concerns.

There are several ways to get a copy of the movie. Itis
available at the Dodgeville Rental store and at Red Box. If
you have Netflix, it is available both on DVD (regular and
Blu-ray) and on their streaming site. Pastor Jim also has a
copy that you can borrow. In comparison the movies that
we have watched so far, this movie is PG-13. It is not
appropriate for small children and will contain some adult
language and themes.

Operation Christmas Child
We were able to pack and ship 112 shoe boxes.
Thanks to all who participated!!




Iowa/Lafayette County Taskforce on

2

" Homelessness

0o

o “Call to Action Event”

qO
pot

“At any given time today in America, there are about half a

million people who are "homeless" -- they don't have a
“permanent, safe, decent, affordable place to live.”
Around the world there are about 100 million homeless

“Home is a notion
that only nations of

people, and many of them are women and children.”

Come join us as we explore -

the homeless fully

appreciate and only + Homelessness in Rural Wisconsin

the uprooted

+ Experiences from lowa-Grant School District

comprehend.” Homeless Ligison Angela Belken

+ Specific data from SWCAP on homelessness in
Southwest Wisconsin Michelle Friederick

- Wallace Stegner,
Angel of Repose

+ Taskforce history and upcoming shelter changes

+ Sharing success and strategies to tack homeless-

ness:
Date: December 8, 2016 Family Promise of Grant County

Time:  7:30—8:30 p.m. Zayna and Hannah
_ - Family Promise of Green County, Rick, President
Where: Lind Pavilion,

Mineral Point, WI

at the intersection of Hwy 23, Doty Street, Commerce
Street and Shakerag Street— parking on the street

“It Ls Ln the shelter
of each other that
people Live.”

Light refreshments provided

Meeting Contact:

Donna Peterson
935-9023 or 574-5389
or email dpeter8182@gmail.com ...lrish Proverb
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Community Bellicim
Board

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER
Friday, December 25", 12:00-1:30 PM at Culver’s.
Reservations: for a delivered meal, or to eat at Culver’s, call at
574-4591. This dinner is made possible through Dodgeville
Churches and the generous contributions of United Fund of lowa
County, Culver’s, Salvation Army and other lowa County
Businesses, individuals, and civic organizations. Monetary
donations accepted at the door will be used for the cost of the
meal.

Women's Retreat March 31 - April 2, 2017 at Lake Lucerne Camp
and Retreat Center

Join us for the Women's Retreat March 31 - April 2,
2017 at Lake Lucerne Camp and Retreat Center We

will Bee United by God's Sweet Word as we participate
in workshops such as Bee Keeping, Bible Study, Cooking
with Herbs, Flower Arranging, Sweet Music with Chimes,
Stamping, Mindful Movement and more. There will be
devotions, worship and social time too.

The cost is $160 for 2 night's lodging, 5 meals and all
materials. A $60 deposit must accompany your
registration form, registration deadline and final
payment is due March 1, 2017. For more information
contact bonnieclementO5@gmail or 262-895-2644.
How sweet are Your words to my ftaste, sweeter than
honey to my mouth. Psalm 119:103




Christmas Cookie and Candy Sale
Faith Lutheran Church, Mineral Point
Saturday, December 3™
8:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Dodgeville Kiwanis Holiday Concert
Community Christmas Social
Grace Lutheran Church
Monday, December 4™ at 5:30 PM
Al Piper
Kevin Murphy

Upland Hills Health Hospital Auxiliary
LOVE LIGHTS
Purchase a “light” on the Love Lights display to honor or
remember a loved one. For more information call the
hospital Community Relations Department
at 930-7200, ext. 4820
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