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Re-Affirming Our GPS 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 
being, and all your strength. – Deuteronomy 6:5 
(CEB) 
 
“You must not take revenge nor hold a grudge 
against any of your people; instead, you must love your neighbor 
as yourself; I am the Lord.” – Leviticus 19:18 (CEB) 
 
“This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember, and move on, 
time to believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that's 
gone. 
Christ is alive, and goes before us to show and share what love can 
do. 
This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things 
new.” 

 – from the song “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A new year is upon us: 2017. A new year offer new possibilities. 
There are new possibilities and opportunities for each of us 
individually, and there are new possibilities for our churches. As 
we begin this new year together as Dodgeville UMC and Grace 
UMC, I think it is important for us to review our mission and 
vision: 
 
The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world—exactly what 
Jesus called all followers to do. God’s vision for Dodgeville UMC 
(and Grace UMC)—how we will accomplish the mission—is 
simple: 

• Love God (Matthew 22:37-38 
• Love People (Matthew 22:39-40) 
• Serve God by Serving Others (Matthew 20:26b-28) 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s our GPS. On January 8th, 15th, and 22nd we will look at 
each part of the vision in turn. I want to think about how we are 
now, and how might in future, live out this vision. It’s important 
for us to review this each year because our mission and vision 
should be guiding all that we do. We do something or support 
something as a church only if it fits our mission or vision. We 
should have our mission and vision memorized so that we 
can clearly articulate who we are as a church. 
 

first meet on January 5th. It is 
comprised of individuals from our church, as well as 
representatives of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Plymouth 
Congregational United Church of Christ, Grace Lutheran 
Church, and other volunteers from the community. As this 
ministry continues to grow in its participation and its outreach, 
there is a need for greater oversight and administration. Jeff 
and Juanita Starr, who are the heart and soul of this ministry, 
will be a part of this new steering committee. 
 
I am also participating on a joint commission of the Homeless 
Coalitions of both Iowa and Lafayette Counties to explore the 
creation of a Family Promise mobile homeless shelter in our 
area. Looking into the new year, we will be checking with 
churches in these two counties that might be willing to be a 
week-long overnight host site. For more details, check out the 
article in this month’s newsletter. 
 
I also have four major goals for the coming year: 

• Explore Small Groups and small group ministries for 
our church 

• Re-establish Stephen Ministry if there is the both the 
desire and people power to do so. 

I’d like to start 2017 by highlighting 
some new initiatives, along with 
some of my goals for the upcoming 
year.   
 
A Steering Committee for Feeding 
Friends has been formed that will  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
CURRENT MONTH NOVEMBER, 2016 
 
Monthly Income  $   10,943 
Monthly Expenses Paid $   11,210 
Net Income for month $     < 267 > 
Apportionments Paid        1,638 
Unpaid Apportionments  $        494 
 
YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 
Years Income  $127,260 
Years Expenses Paid $142,016 
Net Income for Year  $<14,756 > 
Apportionments Paid $  17,213 
Unpaid Apportionments $    6,240 
 
 
TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $25,584 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 2,132 
 
Our goal of meeting 70% apportionment:  $17,908 annual 
        $  1,493 monthly 
 

 
• Focus on Invitation and Faith Sharing as we seek to 

welcome more guests to our church. 
• Exploring our Mission/Vision as we think about the 

GPS that guides our church. 
 
I will keep you updated on all of these initiatives as we make 
our way through the year together. There is much to be 
excited about at Dodgeville and Grace. Let us see the ways 
that the Holy Spirit will work through us as church 
communities. 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
~Pastor Jim 

 



 

 

 

 
  

 
2017 Church Leadership 

 
DODGEVILLE UMC CHURCH COUNCIL: 
 
Chairperson:     Denise Tolzman 
Recording Secretary:    Jan Kirschbaum 
Lay Leader:     Terry Edwards 
Lay Leader to Annual Conference: 
Staff/Parish Relations Committee Chair: Mary Ellen Schultze 
Trustees Chair:     Jan Aschliman 
Finance Committee Chair:    
Treasurer:     Lois Leffler 
Financial Secretary:    Sandy Alexander 
Wills & Memorials Committee Chair: Cathryn Tredinnick 
Missions and Outreach:   Juanita Starr 
UMW President:    Charlene Mingst 
Youth Representative:   Bethany Harman 
Members at Large:    Steve Colden (2017) 
      Jeff Dux (2018) 
      Tom Harman (2019) 

 
 

DODGEVILLE UMC REQUIRED COMMITTEES 
 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
Julia Harman (2017) 
Rich Strutt (2017) 
Mary Ellen Schultze (2018), chair 
Peg Trankle (2018) 
John Houck (2019) 
Jodi Vanderloo (2019) 
 
Trustees Committee 
Kevin Kirschbaum (2017) 
Rich James (2017) 
Mary James (2017) 
Tonia Puckett (2018) 
Chip Forrest (2018) 
Jan Aschliman (2019), chair 
Charlie Price (2019) 
Doug Digman (2019) 

 
 

Stewardship & Finance 
Committee 
Edith Hunter (2017) 
Nic Johnsrud (2017) 
Deb Short (2018) 
Rachel Dees (2018) 
Tina Smith (2019) 
John Aschliman (2019) 
Treasurer: Lois Leffler 
Financial Secretary: Sandy 
Alexander 
Will & Memorial Chair: Cathryn 
Tredinnick 
Office Manager: [Carla Pustina] 
 



  
2017 Church Leadership (continued) 

 
Nominations & Lay Leadership Committee 
Nancy Mortimer (2017) 
Sarah Godfrey (2018) 
Bobbi Butteris (2019) 
Pastor Jim, chair 
 
DODGEVILLE UMC ADDITION COMMITTEES AND 
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS: 
 
UMW Executive Board  
Charlene Mingst, president 
Jeanne Kapotas, vice-president 
Rosemary Edwards, secretary 
Robin Digman, treasurer 
 
Wills and Memorials Committee 
Cathryn Tredinnick (2017), chair 
Suzanne Tremelling (2017) 
Shirley Lewis (2018) 
Ron Butteris (2018) 
Charlene Mingst (2019) 
Mary Jean Thomas (2019) 
 
Membership Care & Concern Committee 
Mary Aschliman 
Terry Edwards, chair 
Nancy Mortimer 
Julie Udelhoven 
Dawn Van Epps 
Pastor Jim Droste, ex officio 
 
Home Communion Team 
Sandy Alexander 
Jan Aschliman 
Charlene Mingst 
Nancy Mortimer 
Dona Ray 
Mary Ellen Schultze 
Carol Thomas 
Mary Jean Thomas  
    
 
 



 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   

 

 
RINGING IN THE NEW YEAR CONCERT 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29 
4:00 PM 

BELL CHOIR 
SENIOR CHOIR 

 
MUSICAL SELECTIONS FROM INDIVIDUALS AND OTHER 

GROUPS 
 

 Beat the January “blahs” with wonderful music, under the 
direction of our own Dan Roble! 

 
A dinner will be held immediately after the concert in the 

fellowship hall.  Baskets will be available for a freewill offering.  
Monies collected will go to the youth and adults participating in 

the summer mission trip. 
 

INVITE FAMILY AND FRIENDS FOR AN AWESOME 
EVENING OF GREAT ENTERTAINMENT AND 

OUTSTANDING FOOD! 
 

 

On behalf of the Fall Dinner committee, we would like to 
thank everyone who helped in any way. 

We raised about $3500 and it was because we had many 
donations of money, food and time which made this 

possible.  Thank you, Jody, Bobbi, Debbie and Denise. 
 



 
  

Giving/Attendance Stats 
DECEMBER 

Week Attendance Offering 
1 76 $3,389 
2 62 $1,758 
3 73 $3,852 

Christmas Eve 60/120 $8,691 
4 46 $864 

 
A Disciple’s Path Informational Meeting 

Sunday, February 12th at 6:00PM in the DUMC Library 
 

 
 
Join Pastor Jim for an informational gathering about an upcoming class 
called “A Disciple’s Path.” He would like to try this out as a new 
member class. So... 

• if you think you are ready to become a full member of 
Dodgeville UMC...this class is for you! 

• if you are currently a member and would like to learn more 
about membership from The United Methodist Church 
perspective...this class is for you! 

• if you’d like to be part of something new and provide some 
feedback...this class is for you! 

 
“A Disciple’s Path” will be six additional sessions starting Feb. 19th, 
each lasting one hour. Tentatively the classes are scheduled for 
6:00PM on Sundays. 



 
  UMW NEWS 

 
The UMW will meet on Thursday, February 2, at 7:00PM in 
Fellowship Hall for the annual Installation of Officers. The 
Executive Board will meet at 6:30 in the Library. The Executive 
Board members will act as hostesses 
. 
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, February 13, at 
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall with Mary Berryman as hostess and 
Mary James leading the devotions. 
 
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, February 20 at 
the Country Kitchen with Rosemary Edwards as hostess and 
Cathryn Tredinnick leading the devotions. 
 

CUSTODIAL CLEANING SCHEDULE STARTING JANUARY 1ST 

 
        Starting in 2017, the cleaning of Dodgeville United Methodist 
Church will be done by members of our church. Our goal is to 
have an individual, family, or group of folks volunteer to clean a 
particular part of the church every other week. 
 

 
 

The sign-up sheet can be found in 
the Fellowship Hall on the          
table beneath the display case.  If 
you have questions about what 
might be required for each area 
and where the necessary supplies 
can be found, please contact Peg 
Trankle or Pastor Jim Droste. 



 
  

JOIN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
The PURPOSE of the United Methodist Women: 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose purpose is to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to 
develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts 
of mission through participation in the global ministries of the 
church. 
“Membership is open to any woman who indicates her desire to 
belong, to engage in mission, study, personal growth and social 
action; and to participate in the global mission of the church 
through United Methodist Women.”  A member of UMW is not 
required to be a member of the United Methodist Church. 
Please consider joining our local unit.  Our current active 
membership numbers 23 very faithful women committed to the 
purpose of this organization. We are also very fortunate to have 
around 25 additional friends (men and women) whose help we 
very much appreciate at certain times—such as helping at funeral 
lunches and fundraisers and other events. We do not have 
meetings scheduled in January but starting again in February we 
will meet monthly for prayer, study, social action, and sometimes 
just for fun.  We have devotions at every meeting and each of our 
two circles alternately throughout the year prepare and present 
programs related to spiritual growth and/or mission projects. We 
contribute to local, state, and global mission projects that directly 
affect the lives of women, children, and families. We also help to 
support our local church with contributions to the Kitchen fund, 
Mission Trip, Camp Scholarships, the General Fund and other 
projects. We have also sent MacDonald’s Gift cards to college 
students. We prepare and serve funeral dinners for families who 
have lost loved ones. We contribute generously to the Madison 
Hospitals Chaplaincy program.  We strive to live up to our 
Purpose in every way and take the statement “To develop a 
creative, supportive fellowship” into the heart of our membership. 
Again please consider being a member or friend. We would 
welcome you with open arms to attend any of our meetings. (The 
meeting dates and locations are included in this newsletter). 
For more information please contact Charlene Mingst at 935-5758 
or Jeanne Kapotas at 935-3808. 
 



 
  

THANK YOU 

DUMC Family, 

Thank you so much for helping with this year’s Santa Secret 
Shop.  Your selfless act of serving was a real blessing!  Each 
year, we strive to put smiles on the faces of children and in 

some cases, help struggling families have a Merry Christmas.  
Your participation made that happen.  I hope you have a very 

Merry Christmas and an awesome New Year! 

Much love, Brenda Crowe, Head Elf 

CHOIR NOTES 

The choir will not sing at the January 1st service and instead of 
rehearsing the first Wednesday of the month we will move it to 
the 11th of January at 7:00PM in the Chapel/Music room.  
We will sing on Sunday, January 15 and of course, will 
rehearse at 8:15 before the 9:00 service. 
We will be singing at the “Ringing in the New Year” concert 
later in the month. 

We welcome new and/or returning “singers” at any time. 
Please consider singing with us. If you have questions 

concerning the choir please contact                                 
Charlene Mingst at 935-5758. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you for letting us have our candle lighting service at your 
church.  It is all greatly appreciated. 

Compassionate Friends 



 
  

 
Family Promise 
 
Winter is especially brutal to families who find they don’t have 
adequate housing. A committee of Iowa and Lafayette County 
residents and pastors are looking at the possibility of bringing 
Family Promise to the two counties. The group is actively 
contacting churches or similar facilities in both counties to see are 
they would be interested in supporting those families that are 
homeless and Family Promise.  
 
The committee is in the process of getting commitments from 
twelve churches/similar facilities in Iowa and Lafayette County as 
Family Promise host sites. You can learn more about Family 
Promise at http://familypromise.org/programs/core-program/. Host 
churches provide a space for the homeless families for a week at a 
time. The families would be at the church during the evenings, 
overnight and early morning times of day. Beds are provided. Host 
sites would have volunteers to “host” the families. 
  
During the day families would be at a Day Center where they can 
shower and do laundry, work on skills to achieve sustainable 
independence. Learn more about Family Promise of Grant County 
at http://familypromiseofgrantcounty.com/ or Family Promise of Green 
County at http://familypromisegreencounty.org/  
 
The Iowa County Homeless Prevention Coalition and the Lafayette 
County Homeless Prevention Coalition both support the work of 
this committee.  Iowa County has two homeless shelters that are 
full most weeks of the year. There have also been times when there 
is a waiting list. Lafayette County currently does not have a 
homeless shelter. 
 
Family Promise’s mission is to help homeless and low-income 
families achieve sustainable independence through a community-
based response. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January Anniversaries 
 

Please Pray for: 
 

Kenny & Lois Dobson 
Marjorie Hilts 
Ron Hunter 

Jessica 
Jackie Dux 

Rose Gilbertson 
Kathy Bryant 
Vera White 
Mark Gehl 

Robin Peterson 
Mary Johnson 

Leilah 
Cody 

John Schwartz 
John Bradley 

Hannah Thomas 
Terry Flynn 

Peggy Forrest 
Dallas Starr 

 

1 - Nicholas Houck  
2 - Paige Berg  
4 - Lois Dobson 
4 – Melissa Mulder 
4 - Charlene Mingst 
4 - Lois Wieland 
8 - Shane Carroll 
9 - Bobbi Butteris 
9 - Alex Harman 
10 - Steve Colden 
11 - Dale Mortimer 
12 - Dacotah Starr 
13 – Burkley Olday 
19 - Jerry Tremelling 
20 - Cory Berg 
21 - Zach Tolzman 
22 - Penny Edwards 
25 - Julie Udelhoven 
28 - Judy Strutt 
 

JANUARY 

12 - Ron & Bobbi Butteris 
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