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On Turning 40

Growing up, | had seen the mugs and t-shirts
that are given as gifts to those who turned 40.
They said: "Over the Hill." It's a nice way of

saying, “You're old!” As a kid | can remember when adults
turned 40 they were old...and now I'm 40. / don't feel old!

With advances in technology, science,

and medicine we are also living longer.
Maybe 50 is the new 40. As they say,

"You're only as old as you feel." In the

eyes of the United Methodist Church | ."“““"G 40
am no longer considered young clergy. I ———
| am just clergy ©. Thankfully, most of

you say that | am still young. | feel pretty young, but there are

some aches and pains that didn't used to be there. Maybe | am
getting old.

| told one of my congregation members that | was planning on
running in the Fox Cities Marathon on September 18th, 2016.
This member also knew | was turning 40 on November 4th. So,
he remarked, "Better get that marathon in now. It all goes
downhill once you turn 40."

Whether or not | feel like | am officially old, turning 40 offered
an opportunity for personal reflection and introspection. |
realized that | needed to make some changes in my life. | can't
eat the same way that | did when | was in college. Exercise and
staying active are more important than ever. | have developed
some bad habits that | need to break. In my spiritual life...in my
walk with God, | needed to make time with God a priority.




My work as a pastor should not take away from the time that |
should be setting aside for personal devotions, Bible study,
prayer, and meditation.

Am | where | want to be in my personal life? Am | where | want
to be in my professional life? Am | role-modeling that which |
want to see practiced in my congregations?

In the weeks leading up to my 40th birthday, | was doing a lot
of reflecting about where | have been and where | wanted to
be. It manifested itself in a document that outlined the habits
that | wanted to start, and the habits | wanted to get rid of. John
Wesley would be so proud. | was trying to be methodical, a
Methodist. ©

The differences that | have seen in my life since by 40"
birthday on November 4", 2016 have been pretty amazing. |
now set aside one hour (sometimes longer) do the following:
reading from a book that will help me to grow as a disciple of
Christ, spending time writing in a reflection journal, reading
from a “read the Bible in a year” plan, and ending in the ACTS
(Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication) prayer. As
someone who preaches the importance of doing all of these
things, / have finally committed to doing them on a regular
basis. It truly does make a difference when you commit to it.

As someone who leads worship on
Saturdays and Sundays, | have realized
that I, too, need to be able to experience
worship without leading it. | am now

Y attending a church service during the
week so that | can focus on worship and being in the presence
of God, not just leading worship.

| am also committed to exercising regularly, and doing a better
job regarding what | eat and drink. | have more energy, and a
better outlook on my life and my ministry. | am not necessary
where I'd like to be, but | appreciate the changes that have




already occurred.
I’'m “over the hill,” and OK with it. ©

~ Pastor Jim

Church
Fam News

CHOIR “NOTES”
The Choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, February 5 and
Sunday, February 19. We will rehearse at 8:15 AM before
those services. Our monthly Wednesday night rehearsal will be
at 7:00PM on February 15. We welcome new and/or returning
members at any time. Please consider singing with us. If you
have guestions concerning the choir please contact Charlene
Mingst at 935-5758.

TRUSTEE REPORT

The trustees elected officers at their last meeting: Jan
Aschliman is Chair, Kevin Kirschbaum is Vice Chair, Chip
Forrest is Secretary, Charlie Price is Vice Secretary. The

trustees picked up a used boiler from Argyle school district and
have placed it in storage until the heating season is over.
They are considering fund raising options for
replacement/installation.




UNITED METHODIST WOMEN EVENTS
All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
these “happenings’

The regular February meeting of United Methodist Women
is scheduled for Thursday, February 2 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship
Hall. The Executive Board will meet at 6:30PM in the Library.
The program for the meeting is Installation of Officers. The
Executive Board will serve the refreshments.

The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, February 13 at
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. Mary Berryman will provide
refreshments and Mary James will lead the devotions.

The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, February 20, at
1:30PM at the Country Kitchen. Cathryn Tredinnick will lead the
devotions.

Looking ahead to March—the annual World Day of Prayer
service is scheduled for Friday, March 3 at Grace Lutheran
Church at 1:30PM.

RIDGEWAY GRACE UMW

The Ridgeway Grace UMW will be meeting
February 7" at 2:00 PM.

FEEDING FRIENDS

Partake, help prepare, help serve, help tidy-up!
Free hot meal every Wednesday from 5:00-6:30PM
All are welcome!

Questions?...574-4591




Financial Report

CURRENT MONTH DECEMBER, 2016

Monthly Income $ 24,193
Monthly Expenses Paid $ 15,755
Net Income for month $ 8,438
Apportionments Paid 1,538
Unpaid Apportionments $ 594

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $ 151,508
Years Expenses Paid $ 157,826
Net Income for Year $ 6,318
Apportionments Paid $ 18,751
Unpaid Apportionments $ 6,833

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $26,304
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $2,192

60% = $15,783 due for year
60% = $1,315 per month

APPORTIONMENT GOAL FOR 2016: 70%

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $25,584
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $2,1132

70% = $17,908 due for year
70% = $1,492 per month




 GIVING

Are you preparedto b
' February 201

Everything is from God. “Yours, O LORD, are the greatness, the power, the glory,
the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the heavens and on the earth is yours;
yours is the kingdom, O Loro, and you are exalted as head above all.” (1
Chronicles 29:11)

Pete Fromm, a Wisconsinite, thought he was prepared to live like a
mountain man! He and his college friends read all about mountain men
and wilderness survival. They stayed up late at night to talk and dream
about living like a mountain man. Then, Pete’s chance came. The Fishand
Wildlife service needed someone to spend the winter in the Bitterroot
Mountains of Idaho watching over salmon breeding grounds. That's when
Pete found out that he was not entirely prepared; that there was needed
knowledge and skills he did not have.*

Are you ready to be a faithful steward of God's gifts? The first lesson is to
realize and embrace that God is the owner and we are the stewards, the
caretakers of God's realm. As scripture says, “the heavens and the earth
areyours... O Lord.” Each of us should ask, how am |, together with
others in my church, taking care of all that God has placed in our care?
Where are our opportunities to take care of the planet, of people who are
in need, of those who are seeking for meaning in their lives, for our
neighbors, for our friends?

What is your plan for stewardship this year? Who needs your generosity?
Who needs to experience God's grace through your generosity and careful
shepherding of God's gifts? Now is the time to prepare. Make a plan to
acquire the knowledge and skills of Christian stewardship.

(Read more about Pete Fromm's experiences in his memoir, Indian Creek
Chronicles.)




Helps for the Stewardship Chair

New Year, New Game Plan

How are you preparing for a 2017 that helps your congregation to grow in
discipleship and generosity? The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
offers training and consultation to assist churches in the Wisconsin
Conference to help their congregations become and remain good stewards
of God's gifts.

On February 4, the Foundation will join the Conference Discipleship
Leadership Council to present the Stewardship-Leadership SuperBowl.
Bishop Hee-Soo Jung will be the keynote speaker at this exciting event to
be held at Peace UMC in Kaukauna (from gam -3pm, registration at
8:30am). Topics include:

On August 11-12, the Foundation will sponsor a two-day Stewardship
Retreat @ Pine Lake Camp including these and other topics, such as
electronic giving. Churches can bring a team and create or improve on a
long-term (3 to 5 year) plan for stewardship in their congregation and
participate in workshops on a variety of stewardship topics. You can
attend Drive-In Day on Friday (9am — 5 pm) or stay overnight for the full
experience.

The Foundation can also provide individualized consultations to your
finance and stewardship teams on capital campaigns, building loans,
planned giving, finance and stewardship best practices, and other topics
related to the growth generosity in your congregation. Contact us today
for more information on any of these opportunities for growth.
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TharK you for

FEBRUARY

PLEASE PRAY:
Kenny & Lois Dobson, Marjorie
Hilts, Ron Hunfter, Jessica,
Jackie Dux, Rose Gilbertson,
Kathy Bryant, Vera White,
Mark Gehl, Robin Peterson,
Mary Johnson, Cody, John
Schwartz, John Bradley,
Hannah Thomas, Peggy
Forrest, Matt & Liz Harman,
Clint Dunham, Marilyn Liddle

Thank You for Your Prayers!
Lois Dobson

1 - Ron Symons

1 - Carissa Tolzman
2 - Bonnie Oxnem

9 — Spencer Godfrey
9 - Tom Harman

10 - Jeff Starr

12 — Terry Olson

13 — Elliott Hathaway
13 - Mary Jean Thomas
13 - Elliott Hathaway
14 - Hannah Colden
14 - Isaac Colden

19 - Dee Dochnahl
23 - Bill

26 - Eliza Godfrey
27 - Don Smith

28 — Betty Larson

28 - Carol Thomas

EVENTS:

dkkkkkkk

PLEASE SEE BULLETIN BOARD FOR DETAILS

Parents Supporting Parents
Find support and encouragement from other parents of children with
challenges great and small.

Monday, February 13" at 6:30 PM at the Hidden Valley Community
Church Café.
Carrie Hansen 608-712-2583




FEBRUARY




