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Our Lenten Journey

Ash Wednesday is March 1%t. It marks the
beginning of the season of Lent, which continues until our
celebration of Easter on April 16'™. The season of Lent is a
time for personal reflection and preparation. In the early
church, the days before Easter marked the final (and often
intense) days of preparation before being baptized and
welcomed into church membership.

In our United Methodist Book of Worship, there is a Lenten
invitation that is offered during the Ash Wednesday worship
service:
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During this season, converts to the faith were prepared for
Holy Baptism. It was also a time when persons who had
committed serious sins and had separated themselves from
the community of faith were reconciled by penitence and
forgiveness, and restored to participation in the life of the
Church. In this way the whole congregation was reminded of
the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus
Christ and the need we all have to renew our faith. | invite you,
here, in the name of the Church, to observe a holy Lent:

by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and



self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s Holy
Word.” (p. 322)

May we bear these thoughts in mind as we embark on this
Lenten journey together.

We will have two Ash Wednesday services this year: a
3:00PM service at Grace (Ridgeway) UMC and a 6:30PM
service at Dodgeville UMC. Both services will incorporate the
imposition of ashes and Holy Communion. The Dodgeville
service will be a joint service with our brothers and sisters
from Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ.

Throughout the remaining Wednesday evenings of Lent,
there will be services in the Memorial Chapel at Dodgeville
UMC, a smaller worship space currently also used as a
rehearsal space for the vocal and bell choirs. The services
will have a series of meditations called: Lent 101, answering
guestions that you might have about Lent:

e March 8™ — Where did the Lenten season come from?

e March 15" — Why is Lent 40 days?

e March 22" — What’s with the ashes on Ash
Wednesday?

e March 29" — Why do people give something up for
Lent?

Services will be informal and will incorporate Communion
each week. | wanted the setting to be small and cozy. The
message will only be about 5 minutes. We will incorporate
time at each service to community prayer. We will also take
an offering each week that will go to support the Feeding
Friends ministry that also takes place on Wednesday
evening.

During the Sundays of Lent, | will be sharing a series of
messages called “Re-Membering.” As we explore the life and
teachings of Jesus, we will also reflect on our role of being a
part of the Body of Christ:

Continued on following page...




March 5: "Resolve" — Matthew 4:1-11

March 12: "Reborn" — John 3:1-17

March 19: "Refreshed" — John 4:5-42

March 26: "Rejoice" — John 9:1-41 (We will celebrate a
baptism this Sunday as well!)

May we have a purposeful and reflection Lenten season as we
reflect on the graciousness of God.

~ Pastor Jim

Church ily News

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
the following events.

The regular March meeting of United Methodist Women is
scheduled for Thursday, March 2 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.
The Executive Board will meet at 6:30PM. The annual Prayer
and Self-Denial program will be presented by members of the
Grace Post Circle. Members of the Evening Star Circle will serve
refreshments.

The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, March 13 at
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. Shirley Lewis will serve as hostess
and Jeanne Kapotas will lead the devotions.

The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, March 20 at
1:30PM at the Country Kitchen. Jean Leigh will act as hostess
and Rosemary Edwards will present the devotions.

Everyone is invited to the annual World Day of Prayer
service scheduled for Friday, March 3 at 1:30PM at Grace
Lutheran Church. The women of the Philippines invite us to
consider these words: “Am | being unfair to you?” “Stories of




UMW events...

intergenerational wisdom, traditions, and experiences of God’s
profound love and acceptance will be shared throughout the
service”.

Looking ahead to April—the annual Spring Rummage and
Bake Sale is scheduled for April 21 and 22.

The annual Wisconsin Conference Mission Action Day is
scheduled for Saturday, April 1, at the Columbus UMC. This
event is open to everyone, not just members of UMW. Please
see Charlene Mingst for a registration form if you are
interested in attending. (Registration is due by Friday, March
10—the fee is $12) The theme is Homelessness—speakers
include Bruce Wallbaum from the “Occupy Madison—Tiny
Homes” project and Karen Andro, Director of Outreach
Ministries of First UMC—Madison .

Financial Report

CURRENT MONTH JANUARY

Monthly Income $ 13,520
Monthly Expenses Paid $ 12,594
Net Income for month  $ 926
Apportionments Paid $ 1,523
Unpaid Apportionments $ 360

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $ 13,520
Years Expenses Paid $ 12,594
Net Income for Year $ 926
Apportionments Paid $ 1,523
Unpaid Apportionments $ 360

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $21,624@80% = $17,300
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $1,802@80% = $1,442




A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHURCH

Ask God for what you need.

“2You want something and do not have it; so you commit
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so
you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have,
because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive,
because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on
your pleasures.” (James 4:2-3); “6And without faith it is
impossible to please God, for whoever would approach him
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who
seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

On a Volunteer-in-Mission trip to Costa Rica, our team was
blessed to be led in worship by a local contemporary worship
band using guitars and drums. The service was held in a
screened-in shelter employed as a chapel at the rural camp
where we stayed and also was used by our team for storage
of extra supplies donated by churches in our Conference. At
the end of the service we collected an offering for the worship
band and their congregation. Then, our lead pastor asked
the worship leader if there was anything the band really
needed. You could tell that he felt it was a little outlandish to
ask, but shared that they had really been praying for a long
while for an electronic keyboard. At this, our lead pastor
walked to the back of the chapel and from the pile of extra
supplies pulled a brand new electronic keyboard and
presented it to the band. Needless to say they were as
amazed as we on the Mission Team were. You see, before
taking off, we had debated the value in carting a keyboard,
along with our Vacation Bible School and Dental supplies,
over 2,000 miles to rural Costa Rica. Yet someone had been
moved to donate it, so we trusted God to find a use for it and
for us. God asks for our support in many ways and we can’t
always anticipate how our generosity will be used for God’s
purposes. We must simply have faith that our gifts are
pleasing to God.




ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR FEBRUARY:

Order blanks for Easter flowers

will be available in the
Sunday bulletin March 5%
through April 9th.

Date # Offering

February 5 83 $4,724

February 12 109 $2,047

February 19 90 $1,785

February 26 n/a $ n/a
EASTER FLOWERS

CHOIR NOTES

The choir is scheduled to sing on Wednesday, March 1 for
the Ash Wednesday Service. We will rehearse at 6:00PM
preceding the service.

We will sing on Sunday, March 5 and Sunday, March 19.
We will rehearse at 8:15AM preceding those services. We
welcome new and/or returning members at any time.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Friday, March 3 at 1:30 PM
Grace Lutheran Church




Upcoming Opportunities...

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES
March 1%t at 3:00 PM at Ridgeway Grace UMC
March 1%t at 6:30 PM at DUMC

Lenten Study: Wednesdays, March 8 through April 5 at 6:30
PM at DUMC only

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday: April 9th (regular worship time)

Maunday Thursday
Worship Service at Plymouth UCC: April 131" 6:30 PM

Good Friday Worship Service at Plymouth UCC: April 14™
6:30 PM

Easter Sunday: April 16" (regular worship time) at DUMC

Please Pray:
Kenny & Lois Dobson, Marjorie Hilts, Ron Hunter, Jessicaq,
Jackie Dux, Rose Gilbertson, Kathy Bryant, Vera White,
Mark Gehl, Robin Peterson, Cody, John Schwartz, John
Bradley, Hannah Thomas, Peggy Forrest, Matt & Liz
Harman, Clint Dunham, Marilyn Liddle, Ann Portzen,
Elizabeth Duewer




COMMUNITY
EVENTS

World Day of Prayer
Service
Friday, March 3 at 1:30AM
— Grace Lutheran Church

No MARCH Anniversaries
Please contact the church
office if your special day isn’t
listed.

March Birthdays

2 — Phil Udelhoven

7 — Rachel Dees

7 - Julia Harman

8 — Stu Miller

10 — Mary Aschliman
15 — Johnathon Butteris
15 - Dallas Starr

20 — Nora Johnsrud

30 - Jeff Athey
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Set cLocK Forward!



