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The Paschal Candle & the 
Celebration of Easter 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We will be celebrating Easter Sunday on April 
16th at Dodgeville United Methodist Church! I 
realize that we have some Lenten season to get 
through this month until we reach Easter, but I 
wanted to take the opportunity to clue you in to 
a change that you will see at the altar of our 
Dodgeville and Grace churches when we gather 
for our Easter celebrations.   

 
We will be re-introducing a paschal candle to our altar area. 
As I was going through some of our storage areas in the 
Dodgeville church, I discovered what I believe to be a holder 
for a paschal candle. I am only assuming that this has been a 
tradition somewhere in our past; if not, I would like for us to 
start a new tradition. 
 
 “Pasch” comes from the Hebrew word “pesah,” meaning 
deliverance or Passover. It offers a connection between the 
Resurrection of Jesus and the Exodus. 
 
The paschal candle serves as a reminder of the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ while we worship together. It will be lit for all 
worship services at the Dodgeville and Grace churches from 
Easter until Pentecost Sunday (June 4th). The paschal candle 
will also be lit at all funeral services, to offer a visual reminder 
of the linkage of Christ and the baptized, and also as a 
witness to the presence of the One who is the resurrection 
and the life. The paschal candle will also be lit during 
baptisms. The baptismal candle for the newly baptized will be 
lit from the paschal candle. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Paschal candle is often introduced in an Easter Vigil 
service, and it has become the tradition of the Grace United 
Methodist Church in Ridgeway to have an Easter Vigil 
service on what would be Holy Saturday, this year on April 
15th at 5:00PM. We will start outdoors and process into the 
church with the paschal candle lit. It will then make its way to 
the Dodgeville Church for Easter morning. The Easter Vigil 
service is quite different from our Sunday morning service at 
Dodgeville, so I would encourage you to attend both, 
especially as we introduce this new part of our worship 
experience. 
 

 
 Methodist worship practice has its roots in the Anglican 
Church, which at one time was a part of the Catholic Church. 
It may be a little high church, but I also like to think that our 
services offer a blend of traditional and contemporary 
worship styles. 
 
Looking ahead to Holy Week, we will be joining together with 
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ for our 
worship services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. The 
Maundy Thursday service will be on April 13th at 6:00PM at 
Plymouth Congregational UCC. The service will begin with 
a meal, in which we are to provide sandwiches. Look for sign-
ups soon! The Plymouth congregation will provide soup. The 
Good Friday service will be on April 14th at 7:00PM at 
Plymouth Congregational UCC. 
 
Dodgeville United Methodist Church will celebrate Easter at 
its regular 9:00AM worship time. I also wanted to share some 
exciting new regarding our Easter service. In the early 
church, Easter Sunday was traditionally the Sunday is which 
perspective members of the church would be baptized and  

I realize some may consider this 
“high church” or a “Catholic” 
tradition and may wonder why we 
are incorporating this into our 
worship experience. Certainly this 
practice has its roots in the 
Catholic church, as our own 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
All Women of the church are invited and 

encouraged to attend the following meetings and events – 
Local Unit Activities and Special Events 

 
The April meeting of United Methodist Women is scheduled 
for Thursday, April 6 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. The 
Executive Board will meet at 6:30 PM. Members of the Evening 
Star Circle will present the program; members of the Grace Post 
Circle will provide refreshments. 
 
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, April 10 at 7:00 
PM in Fellowship Hall. Mary Berryman will serve as hostess and 
Nancy Mortimer will present devotions. 
 
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, April 17 at 1:30 
PM at the Country Kitchen. Marian Reynolds will act as hostess 
and Eunice Jewell will present the devotions. 
 
The annual Spring Rummage and Bake Sale is scheduled for 
Friday, April 21 and Saturday, April 22. The set-up days are 
Wednesday, April 19 and Thursday, April 20. Please look for 
more information regarding this event on another page of this 
newsletter. 
 
District and Conference Events: 
The annual Wisconsin Conference Mission Action Day is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 1, at the Columbus UMC.  For 
those of us who will be attending this event—we will be leaving 
the church at 7:30 AM that morning. Please meet in the upper  
 

welcomed in as full members. We will be welcoming in three 
new members to the church, and may possibly be celebrating a 
baptism as well. 
 
Let us continue our Lenten journey together…   
     
    ~ Pastor Jim 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
 

                                                                                       
The United Methodist Women has budgeted $200 for Church 
Camp scholarships. The deadline for applying for a scholarship 
is July 1, 2017. If you are planning to attend a Church Camp this 
summer and would like to request a scholarship, please write a 
letter that includes the name of the camp, the type of camp, and 
if possible, a copy of the camp confirmation receipt that includes 
the fees. This letter then can be given to Robin Digman—
Treasurer of the UMW or Charlene Mingst. The amount of each 
scholarship is determined by the number of requests. 
 

parking area on the south side of the church. The annual 
Spiritual Growth Retreat for the South West District is scheduled 
for Saturday, April 29, 2017 at the Wellspring UMC in Madison.  
The theme for this event is “What is God Calling You to do?” 
Registration begins at 8:30 AM, the retreat begins at 9:00 AM 
and will conclude around 2:30 PM. Lunch will be served –the 
registration fee of $10.00 is due by April 22. Please see 
Charlene Mingst for registration forms.  
 
Looking ahead to May:  Please mark your calendars for the 
annual Friends Night to be held here at the church on Thursday, 
May 4, at 7:00 PM.  

 

Annual UMW Spring 
Rummage & Bake Sale 
Friday & Saturday,  
April 21st & 22nd  
Donations may be brought to the church 
Wednesday & Thursday, April 19th  & 20th  
starting at 9:00AM both days 

 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

 



 
  

 
ANNUAL SPRING RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE 

 
The annual Spring Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled 
for Friday, April 21 and Saturday, April 22. The hours 
are: 9:00AM-5:30PM on Friday, 8:00AM-12:00PM on 
Saturday.   The “Bag Sale” will be between the hours 
of 10:00AM-12:00PM on Saturday. The Bake Sale is 
to be held on Saturday morning only.   
 
The “set-up” dates are on Wednesday, April 19 & 
Thursday, April 20.  Items for the rummage sale can 
be brought in starting at 9:00AM on both days. As 
storage space is very limited—if at all possible please 
wait to bring items on the planned days.  
 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, computers, 
dehumidifiers, home-recorded VCR tapes or DVDs, or 
inappropriate books or magazines.   
 
Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought 
in on Friday evening or early Saturday.  We will need 
many workers to help set-up and to work during the 
sale. Forms will soon be available (in Fellowship Hall) 
for you to sign up for a shift or two!! If you have a 
question about an item that you would like to donate 
please call Charlene Mingst (935-5758).  
 
This annual fund-raiser helps us to meet our goals of 
mission on the local, state, national, and international 
levels.  Thank you to all who will work and also to 
everyone who donates items to sell. 
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP  
                  

Adult Fellowship will resume on Thursday,  
April 13 at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.   
Please bring a dish to share; table service  
and beverages will be provided.  The meal will be followed 
by social time and brain storming for this year's programs.  If 
you have questions please contact Ron and Bobbi Butteris 
at 935-2693 or Charlie and Louise Price at 935-7224.  All 
adults of the church are encouraged to attend. 
  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  
ANNUAL FRIEND’S NIGHT 

. 
Thursday, May 4th 

 at 7:00 PM 

VBS IS COMING! 
We are looking for folks who would be willing to help 
coordinate this year’s event:  “Hero Central”, helping kids 
discover their strength in God and realize that they are God's 
heroes! , Sunday, July 23 through Thursday, July 27 (5:00-
8:00) for ages 4 through Grade 5.  Please consider sharing 
your gifts and talents with VBS.  Call the church office at 
935-5451 for more information. 

             CHOIR NOTES 
 
   The choir is scheduled to sing on  
   Sunday, April 2 and Easter Sunday, 
   April 16. We will have an early 
rehearsal on April 2—7:45 AM.  The time for the rehearsal 
on Easter is yet to be determined. We welcome new and/or 
returning members at any time. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

  

Summer Youth Mission Trip 2017 
Destination: Roach, Missouri June 25-July 1. We will be 
roofing, painting, and doing whatever jobs need to be 

done at the Windermere Baptist Bible Camp. 
 
What is the mission trip all about and why do we do it? 
Every summer our youth join 150+ other United Methodist youth and 
adults from around Wisconsin on a week-long mission trip somewhere in 
the US. Past destinations have included Kentucky, West Virginia, Georgia, 
Tennessee, Dallas, Colorado & Tennessee. On these trips, our youth work 
long, hard days on various projects ranging from roofing, painting, 
carpentry, and handicap ramp construction, to community center 
additions dry-walling and community outreach.  
 
While our main objectives are serving as the hands and feet of God and 
being spiritual ambassadors, our youth and adults themselves experience 
a work of God in their own hearts, growing closer in their relationship 
with their Savior. It is a very successful ministry reaching many for Christ.  
 
How can I help and support our missionaries? We really 
only need two things from our supporters to make this a successful trip 
each year.  
Your Prayers – Your prayers are one of the most powerful ways you can 
support the group. There are so many things in play on a trip like this – 
safety on the job sites, safety in travel to and from our destination, 
weather, coordination and management before and during the trip, and 
prayers for all to experience God as he would have us.  
Financial Support - The cost to participate in the trip is $500 per person. 
While we work hard to do multiple fundraisers throughout the year to 
help offset this cost, often it isn’t enough. Several of our youth come 
from modest households and struggle to cover the difference. Keep an 
eye out for upcoming fundraisers.  And thank you to your support of our 
breakfasts, lasagna dinner, brat sales, calendar sales and offerings! 

 



 

 

 

 

 
  

 
CURRENT MONTH FEBRUARY 
 
Monthly Income  $  10,436 
Monthly Expenses Paid $  13,886 
Net Income for month $  <3,450> 
Apportionments Paid       1,472 
Unpaid Apportionments  $       330 
 
YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 
Years Income  $  23,957 
Years Expenses Paid $  26,480 
Net Income for Year            $  <2,523> 
Apportionments Paid $    2,995   
Unpaid Apportionments $       690 
 
TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $21,624 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 1,802 
 
Our goal of meeting 80% apportionment:  $17,300 annual 
        $1,442 monthly 
 

 
ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR MARCH: 

 
Sunday  9:00    Offering  
 
March 5  104    $4,753 
March 12    92    $1,295 
March 19    90    $2,138 
March 26  n/a    $ n/a 

 



 

  

GIVING 
Give and It Will Be Given to You 

 
The Measure You Give Will Be the Measure You Get Back.  
“38give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; 
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
(Luke 6:38) 
 
Fairness in the exchange of goods and services is of great 
importance.  Establishing uniform weights and measures was 
written into the U.S. Constitution (Art. 1, Sec. 8) and just 
weights and measures are addressed on several occasions in 
the Bible.  For example, one of God commands to the 
Israelites, “You shall not cheat in measuring length, weight, or 
quantity. You shall have just balances, just weights, a just 
ephah [.6 bushel], and a just hin [1 gallon],” Leviticus 19:35-36.  
 
We might think that “a good measure” in Luke 6:38 means a 
large amount, but what follows is a recipe for giving a fair or 
just amount (probably of wheat).  Fill the basket, press it down, 
shake it, make sure it is running over.  The lesson is that if you 
expect good measure, you should give good measure.  This 
formula works with God as well as with humans.  Aren’t we 
taught in the Lord’s Prayer to expect forgiveness in proportion 
to how forgiving we are?   We should expect the same to 
pertain to compassion, to mercy, and to generosity.  According 
to John Wesley, this means God lets us decide how much 
blessing we wish to receive.  And why would we wish to 
receive anything but the greatest measure of God’s blessings.  
 
How does your giving to the operations of the church and to 
missions appear in light of this formula?  Does your giving 
reflect a faith that you will receive generously?  Or does it 
reflect something other than complete trust in God’s 
generosity?  
 
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  
  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY TRAINING 
 
DUMC will be hosting a Dementia Friendly Training Session in 
Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, April 19th at 6:30 PM.  Whitney 
Thompson from the Aging and Disability Resource Center of 
Southwest Wisconsin will be coming to share how DUMC can 
become a Dementia Friendly Faith Community.  Her hope is to 
create awareness, understanding and inclusion in all sectors of 
the community, and in our faith community.   
 
Whitney will lead an hour-long session covering information 
about the basics of dementia, communicating and interacting 
with individuals living with the conditions, and the resources 
and supports available.  The goal is to help individuals 
understand the effects of dementia and how to support and 
interact with those who are impacted.  
 
Please register with the church office (608) 935-5451, or email 
carla@dodgevilleumc.org if you plan on coming to the training.   
 
If you have questions about program content, please contact 
Whitney Thompson at 608-426-4295 or 
wthompson@gchsd.org.   
 
Light snacks will be provided.  We hope to see you there! 

 

PIE SOCIAL – April 30, 2017 
 

During Fellowship Time after the 9am service 
There will be pie slices with ice cream available for sale and 
then there will be a selection of whole pies available for sale. 

All monies raised will go towards the boiler fund. 
 
Any questions and if you would like to sign up to furnish pies, 
please contact: Deb Short, Jody Vanderloo, Bobbi Butteris, 

Denise Deaton-Tolzman 
 



 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

 
March Loose Change for Change is designated to One 
Great Hour of Sharing (UMCOR).  Current total (before 

loose change for change Sunday) is $59.22 
 

 

   

 

ALL CHURCH PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUND RAISER 

Sunday April 2, 2017, 7:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

The Trustees of the Dodgeville Methodist Church are 
hosting a pancake breakfast on Sunday, April 2 in the 
church fellowship hall.  Cost is a free will offering. Menu is 
pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, cinnamon rolls, juice, 
cheese apple sauce and beverages. The community is 
invited. 

It is necessary that we soon replace the heat plant boiler 
which may cost somewhere in the range $25,000 to 
$30,000. We have purchased and paid for the replacement 
boiler at a very good price but find that removal of the 
existing boiler will be costly and our budget is depleted. This 
breakfast is our first fund raising project. Much of the food is 
being donated by church members.  All net proceeds will be 
going to this project. All church members are encouraged to 
attend and bring your friends and neighbors.  

 

Contact any trustee for more 
information. 

 



 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 8 - Ron & Julie Symons  
11 - Doug & Robin Digman  
11 – Jeff & Jackie Dux 
16 - Rich & Judy Strutt  
 

PLEASE PRAY: 
Marjorie Hilts, Ron Hunter, 
Jessica, Jackie Dux,  Rose 
Gilbertson, Kathy Bryant, Vera 
White, Mark Gehl, Robin 
Peterson, Cody, John Schwartz, 
John Bradley, Hannah Thomas, 
Chip Forrest, Matt & Liz Harman, 
Clint Dunham, Marilyn Liddle, 
Ann Portzen, Elizabeth Duewer, 
Ben Berryman, Ila Jean Selleck, 
Anna Olson, Eileen 

 

 
 
4 – Owen Beerkircher 
5 - Kevin Kirschbaum  
7 - David Olson  
8 - Mary Berg  
8 - Amber Price  
9 – Taylor Biddick 
9 - Chip Forrest  
15 - Julie Athey  
16 – Rose Hickman 
17 – Ben Berryman 
18 - Peggy Forrest  
22 - John Houck  
22 - Mike Weber  
24 - Marilyn Liddle  
24 - Maggie Piper  
25 - Jan Kirschbaum  
27 - Mary Ellen Schultze  
27 - Scott Tolzman  
29 - Maggie Godfrey  
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
THE TRI-STATE HOMESCHOOL DRAMA TROUPE 

Presents “Much Ado About Nothing” by William Shakespeare, 
adapted by Alison Ott. Friday, April 7 at 7:00 pm; Saturday, 

April 8 at 1:00 pm and 7:00 pm. Platteville City Auditorium, 75 
N Bonson St, Platteville, WI. $5 per person/ $20 per family. 
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