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Golden Cross Sunday – May 14th, 2017 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

The United Methodist Church is a connectional church. This 
means that each individual church plays a role in helping to 
support the ministry and structure of a denomination that spans 
North America, Europe, Africa, and parts of Asia. We are all 
connected and support one another in that way. We are 
connected into various groupings from a small cluster of churches 
(called a circuit) to the world-wide church (called the General 
Conference). One other connection that we have is the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference, which consists of the all The United 
Methodist churches in Wisconsin. 
 
Within our Annual Conference, there are a variety of ministries 
within our state (and one in Dubuque) that are supported through 
out apportionment giving. Apportionments are monies that we set 
aside to support the mission and ministries with in the United 
Methodist Church on its various levels. These ministries need 
support in addition to our apportioned giving. This is why we have 
a yearly Golden Cross Sunday offering. This offering stays local 
to our state and supports the following ministries: 
 

• Bellin Health, Green Bay — Regional medical network 
serving all ages and medical conditions 

• Cedar Crest, Janesville — Retirement community offering 
independent living to skilled nursing care 

• Christian Community Home, Hudson — Long-term care, 
senior housing, and community services 

• Evergreen Retirement Community , Oshkosh — Continuing 
care retirement community with 8 living options for seniors 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Harbor House Crisis Shelters, Superior — Homeless 
shelters and transitional living 

• Hillcrest Family Services, Dubuque, IA — Enhancing 
the lives of children, families and adults 

• Morrow Memorial Home, Sparta  — Independent and 
assisted living, skilled nursing care for seniors 

• Northcott Neighborhood House, Milwaukee — Serving low 
income children, young adults, families 

• Schmitt Woodland Hills, Richland Center — 
Continuum of residential and community senior 
services 

• Sheboygan Senior Community, Sheboygan — 
Independent and assisted living, skilled nursing care 

• United Methodist Children’s Services, Milwaukee — 
Serving low income children and families 

• United Methodist Hospitals Ministry, Madison — 
Hospital chaplaincy services for Wisconsin United 
Methodists 

• United Methodist Parish Nurse Ministry — Parish Nurse 
services for Wisconsin United Methodists 
[Doesn’t require Golden Cross Support] 

• VMP (Manor Park), West Allis — Residential and 
community services for seniors in Milwaukee and beyond 

Here are some thoughts from our Bishop Hee-Soo Jung: “As 
your bishop, I am pleased to remind you that, in Wisconsin, 
we have at least 13 excellent reasons to support Golden 
Cross Sunday. That’s the number of hospitals and senior 
living communities, as well as neighborhood, family, and 
children’s services that are directly impacted by this offering. 
Over the past year, I have witnessed first-hand how our 
United Methodist connection of care and love is extended 
through our ministries and people. I join you in giving thanks 
to God for them. 
 
Our Health & Welfare Ministries are also a reflection of our 
Conference priorities to support mercy and justice, 
multicultural, and soul food ministries. As you well know, all of 
our Health & Welfare Ministries are making a difference in the 
lives of thousands of people each year. It is a joy to serve in 
Wisconsin where people are committed to reaching out with 
Christ’s love to people of all ages and circumstances. Our  



 

  

offerings are used throughout the year to support those who 
are unable to cover the full cost of their care and service.” 
 
When you see that offering envelope for Golden Cross Sunday 
in your bulletin on May 14th, I encourage you make a special 
offering. Help to support the ministries that serve people of all 
ages in our Annual Conference. Be a part of our connectional 
church! 

  ~ Pastor Jim 
 

THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!    THANK YOU! 
The UMW wishes to thank everyone who helped in any way to 
make our Spring Rummage and Bake Sale a huge success!! We 
would especially like to thank Barb Phillips who spent many, 
many hours helping us get everything ready.  Thank you for the 
generous donations of rummage items, and baked goods; and 
especially to everyone who worked throughout this 4 day event 
as it would never have happened at all without your generous 
donations of time. We want to give a huge thank you to the 
trustees for getting the tables set up for us, and also the Feeding 
Friends program for your cooperation in serving the meal in the 
Narthex. The monies that we earned will be used to support our 
church with donations to the general fund, kitchen supplies and 
up-keep; community charities and programs, and meet our 
pledge to mission to the Wisconsin Conference UMW. Specific 
donations will be made to the DUMC, UMC Camp Scholarships, 
the Youth Mission Trip, the Madison Mission Chaplaincy, and 
gift cards to DUMC college students.  Also we are pleased to 
donate to the Iowa County Food Pantry, We Care, the Free 
Clinic and other community and church programs. UMW 
Conference projects that we have supported and will continue to 
support include Northcott Neighborhood House, United 
Methodist Children’s Services, and Harbor House Crisis 
Shelters, all in Wisconsin; and the Redbird Mission in Kentucky. 
Again we say thank you; we very sincerely appreciate your 
efforts and support!! 
 



  Reflections   By Pam Fingerson 
 

Introduction: With Pastor Jim’s blessing I am going to be 
writing a brief article each month for the newsletter.  I realize 
that Terry Edwards at one time wrote an article somewhat like 
this.  I also realize that I am no Terry Edwards.  I have a copy 
of his book, The Third Page and I dream of the day when I am 
able to write half as well as him.  By the way if you would like 
a copy of Terry’s book, which I strongly recommend, just 
contact Terry himself.  Also if you ever have a suggestion 
about my article, please feel free to tell me. 
 
Now it’s My Turn: Each time I have been in a Bible study 
that centered around one of Paul’s letters found in the New 
Testament I have wondered if a letter would convey Paul’s 
message to a whole congregation.  I especially wondered this 
if he was expressing thankfulness to an entire congregation.  
Now I have to wonder if an article in a newsletter can convey 
my thankfulness to an entire congregation.                                            
 
The Saying Is a Myth:  In 1940 Thomas Wolfe published a 
book entitled You Cannot Go Home Again..  I am not sure 
how well the book was received, but its title has been held up 
as the truth through the decades. However, I believe that the 
truthfulness of that saying was broken by the congregation of 
the Dodgeville United Methodist Church on Easter Sunday 
this year.  Coming to church that day was like coming home. 
I will admit that I felt some hesitation before we arrived at the 
church, but any doubt wiped away two minutes after we came 
through the door. I do not know how to thank you for the way 
you have welcomed me back and I feel my words cannot 
convey all that I feel.  Therefore I will end with the words that 
Paul used to end his letter to the Corinthians, 
 
“The grace of the Lord be with you.  My love be with all of you 

in Jesus Christ.” (Corinthians 16:23-24 NRSV)   
 



  

 

You may have heard some of the 
hype about installing a boiler in 
Church.  There is a planned pie 
sale and there was a breakfast to 
raise funds to finalize the 
project.  The breakfast raised 
$1,274.   
 
The Trustee’s goal is to educate 
the congregation on both the 
need for the boiler and the scope 
of the project.  Also, we want to 
keep the congregation informed 
of our progress toward 
mpletion. Without going into too 
much detail, here are some facts 
about the boiler replacement 
project: 
 
• The original boiler was a 

transplant from the old 
Church and is nearing 50 
years of service.  

• Although the current boiler 
is functional, it is not as 
efficient as newer boilers, 
based on current technology 
available.   

• A 5 year old boiler was 
purchased at an affordable 
price of $4,500.  This is 
about a 10th of the cost of a 
new boiler. 

• The cost of a new boiler is 
roughly $35,000 to $45,000, 
so our purchase, we feel, 
was a very cost effective 
solution and will last 
numerous years. 

• The BTU (British Thermal 
Units - a measurement of 
heat) output comes at a 
cheaper cost on the newer 
boilers due to better 
controls, insulation, and 
technology. 

• Our current boiler 
has  asbestos as the  
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CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATING SENIORS 

& NEW MEMBERS 
 
Congratulations to Maggie Godfrey & London Starr as they 
graduate from High School! 
 
On Easter Martha Boyer and Matt & Liz Harman joined the 
Dodgeville United Methodist Church, taking the vows of 
membership. Praise God…we have a lot to celebrate! 
 

 

• insulation media, which is exposed due to the insulation's jacket being 
damaged. The removal of this asbestos is part of the cost of replacing the 
old boiler. 

Ø The water lines are also jacketed with asbestos.   
Ø Disposal of asbestos requires state and federal guidelines and 

permits.  We have received three quotes for this.  The removal 
process is referred to as “Asbestos Abatement”. 

Next Steps: 
• Continue fundraising efforts to generate revenue for the project. 
• We have a window for installation between September and October 

2017. 
• We need to comply with all regulatory demands concerning the asbestos 

abatement (removal). 
• The Trustees want to be involved in the removal of the old boiler and 

properly dispose of it in a safe manner. 
• We are planning for a professional installation of the new boiler, 

including startup and training.  
• Continue to inform the congregation of the project timing, dates, cost, 

etc.   
 
Our financial plan is to reach a goal of $36,000 to finalize the removal of the old 
boiler, the asbestos abatement, and the installation of the new boiler.  We will 
keep the congregation informed of our progress via thermometer peaking at the 
goal.  We can make informed decisions based on progress.  The Trustees thank 
you in advance for your support and if you have questions, feel free to ask any of 
us. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
The Trustee Committee 

 



 

  

CHOIR NEWS 
 

The choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, May 7 and Sunday, 
May 21. We will rehearse on Wednesday, May 3 at 7:00 PM in 
the Chapel/Music room and at 8:15 AM on the Sundays that we 
sing. We welcome new and/or returning members at any time. 

 

 
UMW Meetings and Events for May 

 
*All women of the church are invited and encouraged 

to attend these meetings and/or events. 
 

In place of our regular UMW meeting, everyone is invited to 
our annual Friends Night on Thursday, May 4, at 7:00 PM. 
Our special musical guest is Carla Pustina. Refreshments will 
be served immediately following the program. 
 
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, May 8 at 7:00 
PM in Fellowship Hall. Martha Boyer will act as hostess and 
Robin Digman will present the devotions. 
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, May 15 at 1:30 
PM at the home of Eunice Jewell. Marian Reynolds will 
present the devotions. 
 
The 2017 Wisconsin Mission U is scheduled for Monday-
Thursday, July 24th – 27th. An Overview day is scheduled for 
Friday, July 28th. Mission studies for this year are the 
following: “Living as a Covenant Community”, “Missionary 
Conferences of the U.S.”, and “Climate Justice”. The youth 
study is “In Mission Together”. Registration is required by 
June 30th. If you would like more information regarding this 
event, or a registration form, please contact Charlene Mingst 
(935-5758). This event is open to anyone—not just members 
of UMW. 



   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT MONTH    MARCH 2017                        
 
Monthly Income               __   $9,755 
Monthly Expenses Paid        $13,703 
Net Income for month         $ <3,947> 
Apportionments Paid          $   1,582    (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments   _$      220  (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
 

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                $      33,713 
Years Expenses Paid     $      40,183 
Net Income for Year     $     <6,470 >_ 
Apportionments Paid      _$    4,577  (figure included in Years Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments  _$      829  (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 
 
TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $21,624 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 1,802 
 
Our goal of meeting 80% apportionment:  $17,300 annual 
        $1,802 monthly 

 
 

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR APRIL 
Sunday  9:00   Offering  
 
April 2  84   $5,471.00 
April 9  100   $2,046.00 
April 16  161   $2,356.00 
April 23  98   $1,919.00 
April 30  n/a   n/a 
 

Adult Fellowship 
 

Adult Fellowship will meet on Thursday, May 11 at 6:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall for a potluck dinner.  Please bring a dish to 
share, beverages and table service will be provided.  Following 
the meal we will brainstorm regarding our plans for the rest of 
the year.  All adults of the church are welcome to attend.  If you 
have questions please contact Ron and Bobbi Butteris at 935-
2693 or Charlie and Louise Price at 935-7224. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
GIVING 

God Loves a Cheerful Giver. 
 
 
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that 
in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:7-8)  
 
The apostle Paul reminds us of the Law of the Harvest:  
“whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows generously will also reap generously.”  How simple is that.  
Each year, every farmer has the same choice.  Consume all the 
seed as food or give some back to the soil to ensure next year’s 
harvest.   
 
And the same is true with the spiritual harvest where our seeds 
are our good works, financial giving, prayers, study, service, 
and worship. If one’s return is determined by his or her 
investment, then no farmer would sow sparingly or haphazardly 
and expect a beautiful, bountiful harvest. And neither should we.  
 
The Law of Spirituality is as certain as the law of nature:  When 
we live in the world of the flesh, we are tempted to withhold from 
God and withdraw from helping others.  When we feel God’s 
abundance, however, we know and experience a bountiful 
return.    
 
Additionally, God does not value gifts given reluctantly or under 
compulsion.  We feel loved by God every day when we receive 
God’s gifts, of life and food and family and work, or at least we 
should.  But, does God feel loved when he receives our gifts?  
Or, is he offended by the spirit in which they are given?  That is 
what it means to be a cheerful giver.  We give because we love 
the recipient.  
 

-Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 



  

 
sisters, Marjorie and Jacqueline. 
 
Some of her hobbies are making beautiful stained glass items, 
doing crewel embroidery, making jewelry, and crocheting. 
 
She was drawn to our church because of her friendship with 
Pastor Rom and his dad.  She remained because of the 
friendliness and acceptance of the people here.  She became a 
member in April of 2009. 
 
She is impressed by the way the church is turning around and 
improving every day.  She likes the diversity in worship and the 
special music. 
 
I asked her in what ways she is involved in our church.  She 
replied in one of her famous clichés, “Up to my eyeballs”.  She 
is involved in the Thursday Prayer Team and leads the Pastor’s 
Prayer Group.  She helps with Communion set up, is part of the 
Worship Assistant Team and is Chairperson of the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee.  She organizes the Shoe boxes for 
Christmas.  She helps where ever she is needed.  She is a 
faithful servant. 
 
Thank you Mary Ellen for taking time to have this interview and 
especially thank you for your part in the life of our church 
family.  We are very blessed to have you. 
 

MEET 
MARY ELLEN SCHULTZE! 
Interviewed by Jeanne Kapotas 

 
Mary Ellen grew up in the Madison/Arena 
area.  She spent 34 years working in 
Menomonee, Wisconsin as a Librarian at 
U.W. Stout.  When she retired, she 
moved to Barneveld to be near family.  
She has one brother, Jack, and two 



 

 
  

 WALKING IN THE SPIRIT 
 

 Many years ago I wasn’t aware of how vitally important 
the Holy Spirit is.  All through the years He was taking me by 
the hand, leading, guiding, and protecting me.  I was too busy 
to be aware of His presence.  Time helped me to grow in faith 
and realize the Holy Spirit is ever present.  As I looked back 
over the past many years that have gone by, suddenly I felt His 
closeness.  What an amazing feeling, knowing our Lord is 
always with all of us through thick and through thin. 
 
 Sometimes the Holy Spirit will warn you of troubles 
ahead.  Either you can ignore the warning or take it seriously 
and be prepared.  If you listen and prepare what the Holy Spirit 
is telling you, how grateful and thankful for the warning, if you 
are listening.  Almighty God is ever present. 
 
 “Jesus told His disciples that it is better that I go away.” 
(John 16).  Remember the Holy Spirit is just like Jesus.  Jesus 
ascended into heaven so He would send the Holy Spirit which 
is our helper. 
 
 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have 
been freely given to us by God. (1 Corinthians 2:12) 
 
 The Holy Spirit desires to walk with you.  His home is in 
our hearts forever. 
 
 Walking in the Holy Spirit draws you closer to God.  He 
guides you, preparing for what is ahead.  The Holy Spirit 
desires an on-going communion with us. 
 

By Ila Jean Selleck 
 



 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Pray… 
 

Marjorie Hilts, Ron Hunter, 
Jessica, Jackie Dux,  Rose 
Gilbertson, Kathy Bryant, 
Robin Peterson, Cody, 
John Schwartz, John 
Bradley, Hannah Thomas, 
Chip Forrest, Matt & Liz 
Harman, Clint Dunham, 
Marilyn Liddle, Ann 
Portzen, Elizabeth Duewer, 
Ben Berryman, Ila Jean 
Selleck, Anna Olson, 
Eileen, Scott Novotny, 
Kirsten Leitzinger 

 

  3 – Kay Van Epps  
  4 - Rick Beerkircher 
  5 - Jody Vanderloo 
  9 - Kaitlin Oxnem 
10 - Ryan James 
11 – Richard James 
13 - Samantha Udelhoven 
24 - Mary Berryman 
26 - Howard Rideout  
27 – Todd Biddick 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
2 - Kevin & Jan Kirschbaum 
13 - Jerry & Suzanne Tremelling  
 

CAFÉ NEWS 
 

Contributions are always 
appreciated for the coffee that 
we serve on Sunday 
mornings. Please feel free to 
use the offering baskets in the 
sanctuary for your donation. 
 
We are also accepting new 
folks to serve on our Café 
Team.  Our regular schedule 
is to serve once every two 
months.  However, if you’d 
prefer to serve on an 
occasional basis, please talk 
to Sandy Alexander about 
being scheduled at a time 
convenient for you. 
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