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HUMAN SEXUALITY AND THE UNITED 
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 (Pastor’s Note: For the next three months, I will be writing an 
extended article looking at the issue of human sexuality in The 
United Methodist Church. If you have not heard anything about 
this yet, you likely will. Our denomination will be making some 
tough choices about its future in light of this issue. If you have 
any questions about what you read here, please let me know.) 
 
The United Methodist Church is a Christian denomination with 
churches in the United States, Europe, Africa and Asia. The 
denomination was formed in the United States, so our 
administrative structure is patterned after the structure in our 
Constitution. Our version of the Legislative Branch is the 
General Conference, a meeting that takes place every four 
years with around 800 representatives from the worldwide 
church. Only the General Conference can “speak for” the United 
Methodist Church. No one person speaks on behalf of our 
denomination. 
 
Because the General Conference only meets every fours years, 
a lot of business needs to get done in a short amount  
of time, and if it is not covered at a General Conference 
gathering, you would have to wait 4 more years until it could be 
discussed again. This means that things progress slowly, and in 
some ways this is a good thing, because it avoids kneejerk 
reactions without appropriate time to reflect. When it comes to 
issues that are controversial or volatile, however, the time in-
between four-year gatherings can be difficult and destructive. 
 
 I am not sure how closely you watch the news of the United 
Methodist Church, but the issue of human sexuality within the 
denomination has been an issue creating divisions since the 



 1970s. At the 2016 General Conference meeting, all discussion 
on issues of human sexuality were tabled for this very reason, 
because it is very divisive and contentious.  
 
For those of you who may not be familiar with it, the 
Book of Discipline is a rulebook for our denomination.  
After each General Conference, the Book of Discipline 
 is updated and published. Our Book of Discipline  
states in ¶304.3, “The practice of homosexuality is  
incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore self- 
avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified 
as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to  
serve in The United Methodist Church.” 
 
In ¶2102.1b, it is possible for a clergy member to be involved in 
a church trial for “practices declared by The United Methodist 
Church to be incompatible with Christian teachings, including 
but not limited to: being a self-avowed practicing homosexual; 
or conducting ceremonies which celebrate homosexual unions; 
or performing same-sex wedding ceremonies.  
 
These two statements from the Book of Discipline have become 
an increasingly controversial subject within our church, at 
General Conference, but also at other levels of administration 
within our denomination. The culture in the United States has 
become more accepting of homosexuality as evidenced by the 
legalization of same-sex marriage nationwide and the increased 
visibility of homosexual individuals and issues in the media and 
entertainment. While the culture has moved in this direction, 
The United Methodist Church has remained unchanged in 
regard to the Book of Discipline, especially as the denomination 
grows in areas like Africa that tend to hold more traditional 
values.  
 
Thus for United Methodist churches in the United States, this is 
particularly difficult. While the denomination as a whole takes a 
more conservative or traditional stand on sexuality, our US 
culture is more progressive or liberal on this particular concern. 
You can see why there is such conflict within our denomination 
 

 



 
  

Because it is unlikely that the language of the Book of 
Discipline will change, those looking to change it have looked 
to other means to encourage or promote their desire for 
change. Those seeking to see the Book of Discipline be more 
accepting of the LGBTQ community have participated in acts 
of resistance and protest. It has increased more and more 
each year.  

 
 
It has been determined that a special meeting of the General 
Conference will take place February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, 
MO. It will solely be about issues of human sexuality and the 
future of the denomination. In advance of this special meeting 
of the General Conference, there is a group called the 
Commission on a Way Forward that is looking at how we 
might be able to stay unified despite our differences on this 
issue. 
 
Part II will come out in the July 2017 edition of “The 
Compass.” The next installment will look more specifically at 
some of the incidents of protest that have occurred. It will also 
look at the election of the first lesbian Bishop for our 
denomination.  
 
If you’d like to keep up with the news of The United Methodist 
Church, I encourage to do subscribe to a daily and weekly 
news email at: http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/umns-subscription-
form. 
 
         
    ~ Pastor Jim 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DUMC invites all children from Pre-K through the completion 
of 5th grade to VBS this summer.  This year’s VBS theme is 

 “Superhero”. Children will experience how the ordinary 
becomes extraordinary with God through drama, crafts, 

games science, music and hours of fun! 
 
It all begins Sunday, July 23rd  and continues each day from 
5:00-8:00pm through Thursday, July 27th, ending with a 
closing program for the whole family. 
 
Please see the inside back cover of this newsletter for a 
registration form.  Or call the church office at 935-5451 or 
register online at www.dodgevilleumc.org/vbs 

 
 
 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
 

Adult Fellowship will meet on Thursday, June 8 at 6:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  Please bring a dish to share, beverages and 
table service will be provided.  Following the meal, Terry and 
Penny Edwards will share highlights of their trip to Italy with 
us.  If you have any questions please contact Charlie or Louise 
Price at 935-7224 or Ron or Bobbi Butteris at 935-2693. 
  

Vacation Bible School News 
 



 
  

     
GIVING 

Found Trustworthy 
 
 
“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found 
trustworthy.”  (1 Corinthians 4:2)  
 
The Apostle Paul’s statement about stewardship is a definition.  
To be a steward means to have been given a trust.  
 
It is amazing how much God is willing to entrust to mortals.  
We are entrusted with the well-being of God’s creation, with 
the mysteries of the Gospel, with spreading of the Gospel to all 
the nations of the Earth, and with the health of the Church.  
That’s a lot of trust.  
 
What do we do to earn that trust?  Nothing.  As it is with the 
unmerited grace that is offered to us as disciples, so it is with 
the unmerited trust offered to us as stewards.  We say, “Yes” 
to the invitation and then, if we follow the plan, we grow and 
mature in stewardship.  
 
Jesus points the way to growth in stewardship by admonishing 
us to start small.  “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful 
also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is 
dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with 
the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 
And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, 
who will give you what is your own?” (Luke 16:10-12).  
 
In stewardship, faith is not what you believe, it is what you do 
to grow the Kingdom.  
 

Jim Wells 
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 750 Windsor Street, 
Suite 305 Sun Prairie, WI 53590 1-608-837-9582 or Toll Free 

888-903-9863  Email:  wumf@wumf.org 



 
 

  

 

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR MAY: 
 

Sunday  9:00   Offering 
 
May 7   95   $6,224 
May 14  74   $3,083 
May 21  101     $1,212 
May 28  n/a   n/a    
    

CURRENT MONTH    APRIL 2017                         
 
Monthly Income                    $  15,922 
Monthly Expenses Paid        $  12,369 
Net Income for month          $    3,553 
Apportionments Paid            $    1,477  (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments       $       325   (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
 

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                    $ 49,635 
Years Expenses Paid        $  52,553 
Net Income for Year      $  <  2,917  > 
Apportionments Paid         $   6,054     (figure included in Years Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments     $  1,154  (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 
 
TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $21,624 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 1,802 
 
Our goal of meeting 80% apportionment:  $17,300 annual 
        $1,802 monthly 
 



  

 
 

Platteville.  One day as they were looking over Lake Mendota, 
Matt got down on one knee and proposed to Liz.  She said she 
was totally surprised and broke into happy tears, and of course 
… said yes.  They were married September 19, 2015 at the  
Bridal Barn in Mount Horeb. 
 
Just when they thought they couldn’t be any happier, along 
came their precious little baby Laney on January 2nd, 2017, 
weighing in at 2 lbs. 7 ounces.  Laney was in the hospital 107 
days.  Many prayers went up for all of them.  Laney came home 
just before Easter, now weighing 8 lbs., looking beautiful, 
healthy and spreading love and joy amongst all of us. 
 
Matt likes to go hunting and being in our choir.  Liz enjoys 
running.  Now they both enjoy being first-time parents. 
 
They were drawn to our church because of family (Tom and 
Julia and family), Pastor Jim’s sermons, and the friendliness of 
our congregation kept them coming.  They became members 
on Easter Sunday.  They said they are very happy to be a part 
of our church family. 
 
We are so thankful and blessed to have them with us.  God 
bless you and thank you Matt and Liz for taking time for this 
interview, and especially thank you for your part in the life of our 
church family. 

 
MEET MATT, LIZ & LANEY HARMAN 

Interviewed by Jeanne Kapotas 
 
The Harman family live in Sauk City.  
Matt Works for the University of 
Wisconsin and Liz teaches 4-K in 
Middleton, WI. 
 
Matt and Liz met each other while 
going to the University of Wisconsin  
 



 

 

June Anniversaries 
 
2 – Ron & Edith Hunter 
6 – Dan & Kim Roble 
6 - Scott & Denise Tolzman 
8 - Thomas & Julia Harman 
9 - Todd & Nikki Biddick  
14 - Kristen & Keith Leitzinger 
15 - Bill & Martha Boyer 
15 - Rodger & Ila Jean Selleck 
 
 
 

 

 
June Birthdays 

 
1 – Diana Dochnahl 
2 - Diane Barney  
2 - Lois Leffler 
3 - Susan Dunham  
5 – Emma Butteris 
5 - Alycia Hathaway 
6 – Zoie Weber 
7 – Margaret Johnsrud 
12 - Matthew Butteris  
13 – Kerry Beerkircher 
13 – Art Humbert 
18 – Nikki Biddick 
18 – Jeff Dux 
19 – Brantley Biddick 
25 - Russell Nelson  
30 - Bill Baebler 

Please pray: 
Marjorie Hilts, Ron Hunter, 
Jessica, Jackie Dux,  Rose 
Gilbertson, Kathy Bryant,   
Robin Peterson, Cody, John 
Schwartz, Hannah Thomas, 
Chip Forrest, Matt & Liz 
Harman, Clint Dunham, 
Marilyn Liddle, Ann Portzen, 
Elizabeth Duewer, Ben 
Berryman, Ila Jean Selleck, 
Anna Olson, Eileen, Scott 
Novotny, Kirsten Leitziinger, 
Jim Widder, Earl Welsh, 
Joyce, Georgia 

 



 



 



  UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 
 
There are no United Methodist Women Unit meetings or 
Circle meeting scheduled until September; however, 
Martha Boyer will be hosting the annual “Brunch at the 
Barn” on August 3 to begin at 9:30 AM.  Look for more 
information about this event in the July newsletter. 
 
There is still time to register for the Wisconsin Mission U 
to be held in Wisconsin Rapids at the Mead Conference 
Center Monday, July, 24—Thursday, July 27. The 
“overview” day is scheduled for Friday, July 28th. Mission 
studies for this year are the following: “Living as a 
Covenant Community”, “Missionary Conferences of the 
U.S.”, and “Climate Justice”. The youth study is “In 
Mission Together”. Registration is required by June 30th. If 
you would like more information regarding this event, or a 
registration form, please contact Charlene Mingst (935-
5758). This event is open to anyone—not just members of 
UMW. 
 

 
CHOIR NOTES 

The choir will be on “summer break” until September. The 
first rehearsal of the fall will be scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 6, 2017 at 7:00PM in the Chapel/Music Room. 
We will continue to sing on the first and third Sundays of the 
month. The first Sunday that we will sing in the fall will be on 
September 17. We welcome new and/or returning members 
at any time.  

 



 

 

  

SMALL GROUPS 
Denise Deaton-Tolzman 

Ad Council Chair 
 

Pastor Jim and I have been discussing several ideas of how to engage 
the church and community in additional options where we can continue 
to grow as Christians.  One of the ideas that we would like to pursue is 
small groups where a group of individuals can grow in their 
relationship with each other and with God.  Some of the ideas that we 
have proposed are the following and we would like to hear from the 
congregation if this is something they would like to participate.   
 
1. Book Club -a group that meets monthly to focused on a particular 
book. We are looking to see if we have an individual that may be 
interested in leading this group.  
 
2. Prayer Groups – Pastor’s prayer group and the Thursday morning 
prayer group. These are both currently meeting and we would like to 
make the congregation aware of these opportunities.  Mary Ellen 
Schultze is currently leading both of these groups and questions may 
be directed to her. 
 
3. Outdoor Group – Fishing, hunting or other options are what we are 
thinking here. We are looking to see if we have an individual that 
maybe interested in leading this group. 
 
4. Run for God Club - Pastor Jim would be willing to explore the 
possibility of forming a Run for God club. There are several runners in 
our church and hopefully we can find other community members that 
might be interested. 
 
5. Walking Club – I am interested in starting this group and am thinking 
maybe weekly or monthly walks.  I am thinking maybe Gov Dodge, 
Harris Park or other interesting options.  Please see me if interested.  
 
If you could reach out to those that we have mentioned or contact 
Carla with your interest, we will consider who would like to participate.  
Also, if there are other ideas for groups, please let us know.  We are 
thinking a timeframe of a September start unless the group decides on 
a different timeline.   
Please let me or Pastor Jim know if you have any questions.   
 
 
 



 
  

 
Community Events 

__________________________________________ 
 

HYDE BLACKSMITH SHOP 
Family Friendly Day in Hyde 

Saturday, June 10, 10:00AM to 3:00PM 
For info call Melva at 924-5508 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

HOPS FOR HOPE 
Saturday, June 3 
2:00 to 6:00 PM 

$45 tickets to support community charities 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

WYOMING VALLEY HYMN SING 
July 2, August 6, September 3, October 1 

2:00-3:30 PM 
Wyoming Valley School Cultural Arts Center 

6306 State Hwy 23 
 

LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

May Loose change for change is supporting our summer 
Vacation Bible School.  June offerings will support the 
Homeless Shelter.  July, August & September offerings will 
support Operation Christmas Child Shoebox project.  

 
ALUMINUM CANS 

 Funds collected from aluminum cans support our ‘Helping 
Hands’ fund.  This money is used for those in our community 

who stop by the church with a need (gas cards, help with rent or 
bills, and other basic needs).  The cans are collected in a caged 

outdoor collection area on the East side of the building.   
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
Vacation Bible School 

July 23 - 27 
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Register at: w
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