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In the June 2017 edition of The Compass, I wrote the first of three 
articles that look at the issue of human sexuality within The United 
Methodist Church. Last issue, I highlighted the current teaching of 
our denomination, along with some of the trends in the church and 
culture. I also referenced cases that have come up that have 
challenged our teaching in the Book of Discipline. This month, I’d 
like to look specifically at three recent situations around the issue of 
human sexuality in The United Methodist Church. These are only a 
few stories, but they will give you a sense of what is going on. I 
would encourage you to look into these, and other incidents, with 
more detail on your own. 
 
Right here in the Wisconsin Annual Conference,  
Rev. Amy DeLong faced a church trial in 2011  
when she revealed to the bishop that she had  
presided over a same-sex wedding, and that  
she was a lesbian. As was highlighted last  
month, these are both chargeable offenses  
according to our Book of Discipline. Someone filed charges within 
the conference, and church trial was held in the summer. She was 
found guilty of performing the same-sex wedding, but was not 
found guilty of being a practicing homosexual. She was suspended 
for 20 days and was asked to write a document about the 
importance of clergy covenant. As would be expected, those with 
more traditional beliefs thought that this punishment was not severe 
enough. Those with a more progressive viewpoint thought she 
should not have received any punishment at all. 
 
On July 15, 2016 the Western Jurisdiction of the United Methodist  
 

  

Human Sexuality and the United 
Methodist Church, Part II 



  The final bishop elected was 
Rev. Karen Oliveto. She is an ordained elder who has been 
married to her partner Sarah Lewis for 17 years. From the 
perspective of the Book of Discipline, she technically should 
not have been ordained as an elder as she is a lesbian (a 
practicing homosexual). There were many who could not 
understand that someone who by the Book of Discipline could 
and should not be an elder, could now be consecrated as a 
bishop. She was the first LGBT individual to be elected to 
bishop, and immediately after her election a complaint was 
filed within the denomination. The Judicial Council of the 
United Methodist Church, the Supreme Court for our 
denomination, would need to rule on this matter. 
 
In April of this year, the Judicial Council of the United 
Methodist Church met to hear this complaint. The Council 
ruled that because Oliveto was in a same-sex marriage her 
consecration as a bishop was in violation of church law. They 
ruled, however, that it would be up to the Western Jurisdiction 
to move forward with the process of determining whether or 
not she could continue in her office. Again, this ruling was 
seen by many as not being very satisfying. Those on the 
progressive end see this bishop as being able to continue to 
serve and await what the Western Jurisdiction decides to do. 
Those on the more traditional side thought that they should 
have nullified her consecration as bishop. As of publication of 
this newsletter there has not been any further action on the 
matter. 
 
This is the time when most Annual Conferences have their 
yearly meetings. Wisconsin’s took place June 16th-19th. At 
these yearly gatherings clergy members are commissioned, 
ordained, and licensed. In a June 5th article regarding the  
 

Church elected its bishops for the 
next four years; each jurisdiction 
elects its own bishops. It would be 
safe to say that the Western 
Jurisdiction is viewed as a more 
progressive jurisdiction in 
comparison to others.   



 
  

ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
 

Adult Fellowship will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 
13 in Fellowship Hall.  Please bring a dish to share, table 

service and beverages will be provided.  If you have 
questions contact Charlie or Louise Price 935-7224 or 

Ron or Bobbi Butteris 935-2693 
 

  

Northern Illinois Annual Conference meeting from  
the United Methodist News Service it states “[T]he  
Rev. M Barclay is the first openly ‘non-binary trans  
person’ to become a[n ordained] United Methodist  
deacon, according to Reconciling Ministries  
Network. Non-binary means Barclay identifies as  
neither male nor female but as gender neutral.”  
 
Bishop Sally Dick of the Northern Illinois Conference was quoted, “I 
hope the church will find itself at a new place in the near future when 
it comes to full inclusion. That said, M and the other candidates for 
commissioning and ordination are all a part of the church’s witness 
and outreach to people who need the good news of Jesus Christ.” 
This is a recent story, but this continues to demonstrate that United 
Methodists are not of one mind when it comes to the issue of human 
sexuality and the denomination. People have reacted with 
overwhelming support and condemnation to the decisions made in 
each of these stories, and others that this article does not cover. 
 
Part III will come out in the August 2017 edition of “The Compass.” 
The final installment will look at what the future may hold around this 
very difficult and contentious issue within the church. If you’d like to 
keep up with the news of The United Methodist Church, I encourage 
to do subscribe to a daily and weekly news email at: 
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/umns-subscription-form. 
 
          
   ~ Pastor Jim 
 

 



 

  
 
 

 
 

DUMC invites all children from Pre-K through the completion 
of 5th grade to VBS this summer.  This year’s VBS theme is 

 “Hero Central” 
Children will experience how the ordinary becomes 

extraordinary with God through drama, crafts, games 
science, music and hours of fun! 

 
It all begins Sunday, July 23 and continues each day from 
5:00-8:00pm through Thursday, July 27, ending with a 
closing program for the whole family. 
 
Please see the inside back cover of this newsletter for a 
registration form.  Or call the church office at 935-5451 or 
register online at www.dodgevilleumc.org/vbs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

 
July, August & September offerings will support Operation 
Christmas Child Shoebox project. Our goal is to ship 100 
boxes and each box costs $7.00 to ship. 

 
 

Vacation Bible School News 
 



 

 
 SMALL GROUPS OPPORTUNITIES 

 
I would like to take a minute and thank the Dodgeville UMC 
congregation for the opportunity to represent you at the 2017 
Wisconsin Annual Conference for the Wisconsin United Methodist 
Church held July 16-19 in Madison.    
Pastor Jim and I attended the conference and I came away thinking of 
many opportunities that we could consider for our ministry here in 
Dodgeville. Throughout the conference we heard from Adam Hamilton 
- from the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Kansas City 
- the largest United Methodist congregation in Kansas City, KS.  His 
message was titled: Leading Beyond the Walls and included 
information on Leadership, Worship and Missional Outreach.   
 
Two things that I took away was that we must remember that all that 
we do is about the people.  I also heard that there are many, many 
ways to minister and  sometimes we need to think outside of the 
box.  The box that I am referring to that sometimes we need to think 
beyond what we are currently doing and think about different 
programs which may get new people to consider our church.   
 
Several ideas presented: care groups including grandparents, men's 
group or family fun nights.  As some of you will remember, last month, 
I wrote about the small groups that I would like to consider starting 
this fall.  Do you have an idea that I did not list or have you considered 
joining us for one of these?  If so please reach out to me.  I will be 
providing a sign up sheets in July.   
 
Pastor Jim and I will provide additional information on the conference 
in the future.  If you have any questions, please let one of know. My 
cell is 608.642.0523 or my email is dtolzman@queenbradio.com   
 
Denise Tolzman 
 

DODGEVILLE DAYS - PIE SOCIAL 
The Dodgeville Chamber of Commerce has asked us to 
consider an event over the Dodgeville Days weekend which is 
Aug 17-19. The Ad Council has decided to host a Pie Social on 
Saturday evening and will dedicate the funds for the boiler 
fund.  Please stay tuned as we continue to make plans and ask 
for both donations and workers to make this event a 
success.  We will have sign ups posted shortly.   

 



  

 

Participate in Project Christmas Child Shoe Box 

You can participate in the Christmas Child project by donating needed 
items, or donating money for items or to cover shipping ($7.00/box). Our 
goal is to fill and ship 100 boxes! 
 
• Items needed for each box:  

Toys: such as small cars, dolls, balls, stuffed animals, kazoos, yo-yos, 
jump ropes 

School supplies: pencils & sharpener, crayons, paper, stamps & ink 
pad sets, solar calculators, picture & coloring books 

Hygiene: toothbrush, tooth paste (expiring after 12/2019), comb, mild 
fragrance free bar soap (in a plastic bag), washcloth  
Additional items: hard candy (please double bag all candy) mints, 

gum, socks, ball caps, T-shirts, sunglasses, hair clips, ball caps 
A Personal Note: In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to 

the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you include 
your name and address, the child may write back.) 

• Also needed: 
ü $7.00 per box is needed for shipping 

 
 

Do not include any of the following: 
Used or damaged items 
Out-of-Date candy 
War related items; i.e. guns, knives, swords, military figures 
Chocolate or Food 
Liquids or Lotions 
Medications 
Aerosol cans 
Breakable items; i.e.; snow globes, glass containers 

 



 

The Prayer Group will change its meeting time 
and day: we will meet on Wednesdays starting 
August 16th through September 27th. We will 

meet at 10:30 in the library. 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

History & Viewing of Vintage Aprons 
Sunday, June 25th at 3:00 PM 

Bethel UMC (corner of hwy 39 & County Rd W) 
************ 

Hymn Sing and Cookout 
Saturday, June 24 at 5:00 PM 

Grace Lutheran Church 
************* 

Grace Lutheran Church Friends Night 
Thursday, June 29 at 7:00 PM 

Grace Lutheran Church 
********** 

Wyoming Valley Hymn Sing 
July 2 at 2:00 PM 
6306 State Hwy 23 

 
 



  

 
THE PARADOX OF GENEROSITY 

 
“for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and 

their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity 
on their part.” (2 Corinthians 8:2b) 

 
Extreme poverty overflowing into a wealth of generosity is 
another of those grace-filled paradoxes we find in Scripture:  
those who humble themselves will be exalted, those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it, blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.   
 
Sometimes we United Methodists act as if, while struggling to 
make ends meet in our churches, we are suffering a “severe 
ordeal of affliction.” Nothing could be farther from the truth.  In 
2016, the 35,231 United Methodist households in Wisconsin 
were blessed with incomes totaling about $2.5 billion. Even 
assuming we put away ten percent of that for retirement, college 
educations, etc., the tithe on our remaining earnings should be 
about $172 million. Instead, in 2016, we gave just over $52 
million, about 3%. Our wallets are not afflicted, but our faith may 
be. Our paradox is though blessed with much, we withhold 
much.  
 
What would we be able to achieve if we tithed? In addition to 
“paying the bills,” each church could feed the hungry in its 
community, support overseas missionaries, sponsor and provide 
scholarships for Volunteer in Mission trips around the world, 
provide tutoring after school, build a youth center, create a multi-
platform communication system that provides your community 
with access to sermons & Christian education, and hire staff to 
develop, organize and manage all these activities.   
 
And, consider this. As we start doing so much more in the 
community, our congregations will grow in both membership and 
attendance as well. When these new and newly revived 
members model their giving on your example, they will increase 
the church's capacity for good even more. Now that is 
Stewardship!  
 

-Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
 



 

 

 

 

 

CURRENT MONTH    MAY 2017                         
 
Monthly Income                    $  21,207 
Monthly Expenses Paid        $   12,131 
Net Income for month          $     9,076 
Apportionments Paid            $    1,477  (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments       $       325   (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
 

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                    $  70,790 
Years Expenses Paid        $  64,684 
Net Income for Year        $    6,105 
Apportionments Paid         $   7,531     (figure included in Years Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments     $  1,489  (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 
 
TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $21,624 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 1,802 
 
Our goal of meeting 80% apportionment:  $17,300 annual 
        $1,442 monthly 

 

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR JUNE: 
 

Sunday  Attendance  Offering 
 
June 4   68  $4,381 
June 11   84  $3,802 
June 18   69  $1,256 
June 25   N/A  N/A   
  



 

 

JULY Anniversaries 
 
1 - Merlin & Virginia Gorsline 
12 - Jeff & Juanita Starr 
25 – Rick & Kerry Beerkircher 
 
July Birthdays 
1 - Rich Strutt  
7 - Judy Halverson  
7 – Lesley Houck 
7 – Alex Ray 
7 – Zackery Weber 
8 – Dona Ray 
10 – Eileen Gorsline 
13 - Juanita Starr  
14 - Wanda McCutchin  
14 - Donna Welsh  
16 - Mary Dunn  
20 – Zena Weber 
20 – Shawndra Johnsrud 
24 - Tina Smith  
27 – Emma Hathaway 
28 - Chelsea Olday 
 

 
Please Pray 

Ron Hunter, Jessica, Jackie 
Dux,  Rose Gilbertson, Kathy 
Bryant,   Robin Peterson, 
Cody, John Schwartz, 
Hannah Thomas, Chip 
Forrest, Clint Dunham, 
Marilyn Liddle, Ann Portzen, 
Elizabeth Duewer, Ben 
Berryman, Ila Jean Selleck, 
Anna Olson, Eileen, Scott 
Novotny, Kirsten Leitziinger, 
Jim Widder, Earl Welsh, 
Joyce, Georgia, Lois Dobson 
 



 

  



 



 

 

 

  

MEET ERIC & SARAH CREWS 
Interviewed by Jeanne Kapotas 

 
Sarah and Eric recently moved to Dogeville  
from Madison, WI.  They both work in  
Madison. Eric works at Epic and Sarah  
works at Fastenal Industrial Supplier 
 
They chose to move to Dodgeville because  
of the beautiful scenery.  They like Governor Dodge State Park, 
the old houses here, it is fairly close to their work places in 
Madison, and then they really like Bob’s Barbecue! 
 
They met each other on an online dating service.  After months 
of dating, Eric invited Sarah to his condo.  He had a vase filled 
with beautiful roses and a little jar with an engagement ring in it.  
She said she knew what his intention was and she accepted his 
proposal.  They are now happily married. 
 
They have a tandem bike and like to go biking.  (Can’t you just 
picture it?!)  They also like to travel. 
 
They went walking one Sunday to look for a church and 
stopped at the UCC Church but the service didn’t start until 
10:00.  They decided to keep on walking and looking and 
happened to come upon our church, which was about to start at 
9:00.  Pastor Jim saw them and pulled them in.  And that’s how 
the story goes.  Pure coincidence?  I don’t think so. 
 
They like our church because it’s fun, easy going, the people 
are friendly, and Pastor Jim’s sermons are very good. 
 
They have filled out a questionnaire as to the activities they 
would like to be involved in.  Sarah especially likes Christmas 
activities. 
 
Thank you Sarah and Eric for taking time to do this interview 
and especially thank you for becoming a part of our church 
family.  We are so thankful to have you with us.  God bless you! 
 
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
Vacation Bible School 

July 23 - 27 
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