
 
  D

odgeville U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch 

327 N
orth Iow

a Street 
D

odgeville, W
I  53533 

P
repared especially for…

 

N
ew

sletter
 

A
U
G
U
ST

 20
17
 

 



 
 

Human Sexuality and the United 
Methodist Church, Part III 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
As I bring this three-part series about The United 

Methodist Church and sexuality to a close, this final 
installment will offer my feelings about the future of our 
denomination in light of this growing disagreement. The 
Commission on a Way Forward is still meeting to think about 
how the denomination could approach this issue in regards to 
church structure, and will have a proposal for the special 2019 
General Conference to consider. I am very curious as to what 
they might offer for consideration. 

 
I my opinion, I think the issue of human sexuality will 

ultimately lead to a split in the United Methodist Church 
denomination. By this I mean that we will become two 
separate denominations. The difference in belief about human 
sexuality when it comes to ordination and marriage, is a 
presenting issue in what is a more significant theological 
divide in the United Methodist Church. Those who are more 
on the progressive end of the theological spectrum are usually 
more likely to be supportive of LGTBQ inclusion. Those who 
are more on the conservative end of the theological spectrum 
are more likely supportive of the current wording of the 
discipline and our denomination’s historic stand on human 
sexuality.  

 
It's not just one issue. Human sexuality is the presenting 

issue of the moment, but is part of a growing theological divide 
within our denomination. The divide is deeper than I had 
realized, and I feel like it is continuing to grow. The United 



 
 
  

Methodist Church is often described as having a “big tent,” 
meaning that there are diverse views within the greater church, 
but we can still all consider ourselves United Methodists 
together. People bring up John Wesley’s belief that while 
people may differ on some of the smaller matters of theology, 
there can be “unity” in “the essentials.” To be frank, it is difficult 
for us to even come to an agreement now on what is an 
“essential” part of the Christian faith.  

 
Let me offer just one example. I have had conversations 

with fellow United Methodist pastors who question whether 
Jesus was physically resurrected on Easter morning. They may 
believe Jesus could have been spiritually resurrected, but they 
question whether or not he was physically present after the 
resurrection. I had a conversation with a pastor who “knew 
something happened on Easter morning,” but does not know for 
sure what happened. To believe in the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, to me, is an “essential” for our 
United Methodist faith. Others would disagree. So, it’s a deep, 
and widening, divide. And that is just one example. 

 
From all that I have read, and in my reflections on all of this, 

I believe there will ultimately be a schism in The United 
Methodist Church. Some say that before this would happen, 
one faction may choose to leave and start their own 
denomination, but I do not think that will happen. Others have 
proposed a “local option” in which it is left to individual Annual 
Conferences and local churches to make their own individual 
determinations on where they stand. I don’t see this as a viable 
option because it would make pastoral appointments very 
difficult.  
 
     The “sides” in this struggle are both strong in their positions 
and show no signs of letting up. It is for these reasons that I feel 
pretty strongly that we will split apart. The last time in our 
history that this happened was over the issue of slavery when 
the Methodist Episcopal Church split and we also had the 
Methodist Episcopal Church-South. That split weighed on the 
church heavily, as would this split. What will make this split 
different is that it will not be geographic the like it was over the 
split in slavery. It would be two denominations with churches 
 



 
  

throughout the world. What it would look like and where pastors 
would go will be very complex, but I think that is the direction 
we are headed. 

 
It is not what I wish for or hope for, but it might be the only 

solution for what is a continuing conflict within our church. Our 
main focus has become human sexuality, and we have lost 
sight of our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. Whatever the path we take, I hope 
it allows us to remain focused on preaching the Gospel and 
bringing others to a relationship with Jesus Christ! 

 
I appreciate your willingness to stick with me for the last 

three months as I have offered some thoughts on this issue. If 
you have any questions about what you’ve read these last few 
months, don’t hesitate to email me, call me, or stop by. We can 
certainly dig deeper! If you’d like to keep up with the news of 
The United Methodist Church, I encourage to do subscribe to a 
daily and weekly news email at: http://www.umc.org/news-and-
media/umns-subscription-form. 

 
         

    ~ Pastor Jim 
 
 



 
  

 

Come Visit with Nic and Shawndra Johnsrud and Family 
Interviewed by Jeanne Kapotas 

 
Shawndra grew up in Madison.  Nic grew up in Dodgeville.  

They attended a college in Madison.  
 
They met in 2008.  In 2009 at a Fourth of July party, Nic got 

down on one knee in front of family, and proposed to 
Shawndra.  She accepted his proposal and they were married 
in 2010.  They are blessed with four beautiful children.  Jack is 
6, Nora is 4, Margaret is 2 and Amelia is 3 months. 

 
They chose to live in Dodgeville to be closer to family and 

because the cost of living was more economical. 
 
Jack was in kindergarten and likes wrestling.  Nora likes 

anything that involves water, such as water balloons, the water 
sprinkler, etc. 

 
They chose our church because it was a good fit.  They 

liked the ideology of putting others first, the community focus, 
and the messages on Sunday.  They love the people in our 
church and found our congregation very welcoming. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participate in Project Christmas Child Shoe Box 

You can participate in the Christmas Child project by donating needed 
items or donating money to cover shipping ($7.00/box).  Our goal is to fill 

and ship 100 boxes! 
• Items needed for each box:  

Toys: such as small cars, dolls, balls, stuffed animals, kazoos, yo-yos, 
jump ropes 

School supplies: pencils & sharpener, crayons, paper, stamps & ink pad 
sets, solar calculators, picture & coloring books 
Hygiene: toothbrush, comb, mild fragrance free bar soap (in a 

plastic bag), washcloth, toothpaste (4 oz or more and expiring after 
12/18) 
Additional items: hard candy (please double bag all candy) mints, 

gum, socks, ball caps, T-shirts, sunglasses, hair clips, ball caps 
A Personal Note: In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to 

the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you include your 
name and address, the child may write back.) 

• Also needed: 
$7.00 per box is needed for shipping 

Do not include any of the following: 
Used or damaged items 
Out-of-Date candy 
War related items; i.e. guns, knives, swords, military figures 
Chocolate or Food 
Liquids or Lotions 
Medications 
Aerosol cans 
Breakable items; i.e.; snow globes, glass containers 

 

They have been involved in VBS, Bible Studies, teaching 
Sunday School, and Feeding Friends. Nic is on the Finance 
Committee.  They especially like Feeding Friends.  They would 
like to be more involved in these activities again as the children 
grow older. 

Thank you Nic and Shawndra for taking part in this 
interview.  We especially thank you for being a part in the life of 
our church family.  God bless you. 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 

Adult Fellowship 
Adult Fellowship is an organization within our church that 

has been meeting for approximately 60 years.  Our evening 
begins with a potluck meal followed by a variety of programs.  
We listen to travelogues, have hymn sings, game nights and 
picnics in the park.  We’ve had wood carving and stained glass 
demonstrations and some nights we just “fellowship” with one 
another.    

 
We meet on the second Thursday of the month April 

through October.  In November we traditionally have a turkey 
dinner.  The majority of our meetings are in Fellowship Hall, 
but we occasionally meet at the home of one of our members.  
We have an interesting mix of people and always welcome any 
adults that would be interested in joining us. 

 
On Thursday, August 10 Adult Fellowship will be held at 

DUMC Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m. for a potluck.  Please bring 
a dish to share, beverages and table service will be 
provided.  If you have questions contact Charlie and Louise 
Price at 935-7224, or Ron and Bobbi Butteris at 935-2693.   

 



 

 

  
AUGUST                

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1 - Scott & Sarah Godfrey  
2 - Don & Tina Smith  
5 – Melissa & Jeremy Mulder 
12 – Phil & Julie Udelhoven 
17 – Lee/Mary Lou Oxnem  
20 - Jeff & Julie Athey 
24 – Zach & Rose Hickman 
28 – Mark & Robin Masters 

 
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

2 - Jacob Colden 
3 – Jean Leigh 
11 – Jackie Dux 
17 - Virginia Gorsline 
21 – Shirley Lewis 
25 - Bethany Harman  
27 – Ron Butteris 
29 – Bill James 
 

Please Pray 
Jackie Dux,  Rose 

Gilbertson, Kathy Bryant,   
Robin Peterson, Cody, 

John Schwartz, Hannah 
Thomas, Marilyn Liddle,  
Ben Berryman, Ila Jean 

Selleck, Anna Olson, Eileen, 
Scott Novotny, Jim Widder, 

Joyce, Georgia, Lois 
Dobson, Bobbi Butteris 

 

CHOIR NOTES 
 

We will be forming a 
Women’s Choir to sing at the 
service on Sunday, August 
27th. We welcome anyone to 
join us whether you usually 
sing in choir or not. We will 
rehearse on Wednesday, 
August 23rd  at 7:00PM in the 
Chapel/Music room. 

  
Looking ahead to 

September—the Mixed Choir 
will not sing on the first Sunday 
in September but will rehearse 
on Wednesday, September 6th 
at 7:00 PM in the 
Chapel/Music Room. The first 
Sunday that we will sing will be 
on September 17th. We will 
then resume as we have in the 
past to sing on the first and 
third Sundays of the month.  

 
We welcome new and/or 

returning members at any time. 
If you have questions 
regarding the choir please 
contact Charlene Mingst at 
935-5758. 

 



 
 

July Giving/Attendance Stats 
Week Attendance Offering 

1 74 $4,380 
2 84 $3,966 
3 68 $1,243 
4 82 $  823 
5   

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
The annual Brunch at the Barn is happening on Thursday, 

August 3rd, at 9:30 AM at the home of Martha Boyer.  Quoting 
Martha “Everyone is invited to come and bring a guest and a 
dish to pass and to stay as long as you want to”. Carpooling is 
recommended as parking space is limited. If you need a ride 
call Charlene Mingst at 935-5758.  

 
Looking ahead to September— the first United Methodist 

Women meeting for the fall is scheduled for Thursday, 
September 7 at 7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. The Executive 
Board will meet at 6:30 PM in the Library preceding the 
meeting. The Grace Post Circle will present the annual Pledge 
Service program and members of the Evening Star Circle will 
serve refreshments. We will be discussing the UMW Sunday 
Service (scheduled for September 24) and the annual Fall 
Rummage/Bake Sale (scheduled for October 13 &14) during the 
business meeting.  

 



                 

  

CURRENT MONTH    JUNE 2017                        
 
Monthly Income                 $ 11,102 
Monthly Expenses Paid     $ 11,541 
Net Income for month       $<   439 > 
Apportionments Paid         $  1,467 (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments   $      335  (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
 YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                      $ 81,732 
Years Expenses Paid          $ 76,151 
Net Income for Year         $    5,581 
Apportionments Paid        $   8,998    (figure included in Years Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments  $    1,824    (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 
 

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $21,624 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 1,802 
 
Our goal of meeting 80% apportionment:  $17,300 annual 
        $1,442 monthly 
 

 

January-February – Mission Trip: $2,365.00 
March – UMCOR: $286.00 
April – Ingathering: $77.80 

May – VBS: $503.85 
June – Homeless Shelter: $36.81 

July -  Operation Christmas Child: $210.00 



 

  

The Righteous will Live By Faith 
 
For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their mea 
ns, and even beyond their means” (2 Corinthians 8:3) 
 
Paul wanted the church in the wealthy trading center of 
Corinth to give generously to his mission to Jerusalem. To 
encourage them he noted how freely the churches in poorer 
Macedonia had already given.  
 
So, how were the Macedonians able to give “beyond their 
means?” How is that even possible? It is possible because if 
we have faith, then God will provide. If we have faith, we can 
give even more than we might think we are able.  
 
In their book, The 33 Laws of Stewardship, Dave Sutherland 
and Kirk Nowery point out three ways we canlive into this kind 
of faith. he first is to get rid of a scarcity mindset. We have 
more than enough already on hand to pay for all our hoped for 
mission and ministry! But if we need to, we can in faith call on 
God for as much as we need.  
 
Second, “when you think about giving, and specifically when 
you make a commitment to give, don’t focus on your 
limitations, but on [God’s] limitlessness.” How much faith does 
it take to believe that God can do more than we can? Why 
trust in yourself, when you can trust in God?  
 
Finally, extend the limits of your spiritual comfort zone. We are 
here to assist the Holy Spirit in establishing the Kingdom of 
God. Business as usual won’t do the job. Can we 
be like the Christians in Macedonia who gave beyond their 
means? And not just giving beyond our means. How about 
—in faith and with God’s help—praying beyond our means,  
Engaging with church and community beyond our means,  
Ministering to the least and the lost beyond our means, and  
Testifying in thought, word and deed to God’s meaning in our 
lives beyond our means. We are called to be stewards of the 
abundant Grace we have been given through Jesus Christ. 

 
Jim Wells – WI United Methodist Foundation 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DODGEVILLE DAYS FUNDRAISERS 
Both Happening Saturday, Aug 19: 

 
11:00am-2:00pm 

Iowa County Courthouse 
Root Beer Float Sale 

And… 
 

Cafeteria Supper—Pie Social 
 

4:30pm to 7:00pm 
DUMC FELLOWSHIP HALL 

  

  

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
 

Kiwanis Chicken Barbeque 
Thursday, August 17th, 4:30-7:00 

Ley Pavillion, Harris Park 



  



 



 
  



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


