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Stewardship Campaign Promotion

“When I have money, I get rid of it quickly, lest it find
a way into my heart.” — John Wesley

“Man should not consider his outward possessions as his own, but

as common to all, so as to share them without hesitation when
others are in need.” — Thomas Aquinas

“All the church does is talk about money!” J %
As the Dodgeville United Methodist Church Oy
Finance Committee sat around the table in the '
Library talking about the possibility of doing a Fall Stewardship

Campaign, there were concerns that people might react with the
above quote.

It is understandable. Nobody wants to talk about money all the
time! The committee, however, also thought it was important to
emphasize how financial contributions and offerings to the
church help to support its mission and ministry.

In The United Methodist Church tradition, when someone makes
a commitment to be a member of the church, they commit to do
so through their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and
withess. Being a member requires a commitment of praying for
one another, attending worship regularly, serving the church and
community, sharing your faith with others, and supporting the
church and its ministries financially. Each are important, but we
have struggled recently at DUMC when it comes to finances.




Dodgeville United Methodist Church has a budget that outlines
the projected expenses for a given year. Our budget includes
line items for staffing, building maintenance and utilities,
education, missions, apportionments, among other things. Each
year we hope the money that members and friends of the
church give weekly, monthly, or yearly will help us meet our
expenditure needs each year.

Unfortunately, in the last 10-15 years the offerings that we
receive throughout the year have left us a bit short of what is
needed for our budget. The church has made cuts to staffing
and other areas to make up the difference. At the moment we
are able to maintain where we are at. I'd like for us to explore
what it would look like for us to expand our idea of supporting
the church through our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and
witness.

Dodgeville United Methodist Church, with the support of the
Finance Committee and the Administrative Council, will be
participating in a Stewardship Campaign in preparation for 2018.
Starting in late October and carrying on through the month of
November we will be embarking on a journey together called
“Abundant Joy, Overflowing Generosity.” What | appreciate
about this campaign is that it looks at all five of the facets of
membership, including financial stewardship.

A stewardship campaign is not new in this church, but it is not
something that we have not done for a while. Over the coming
weeks, you will be hearing more about Abundant Joy through
letters, emails, and bulletin announcements.

| am excited about the possibilities for Dodgeville UMC. | can’t
wait to see what God has in store for us.

~ Pastor Jim




Church 'y News

“Confirm” Confirmation Class
Starting October 2017

We will be having a Confirmation Class at Dodgeville United
Methodist starting fall! We will be using materials called “Confirm”
which | think offer an opportunity for interested youth
to learn more about the Christian faith and The
United Methodist Church in a way that is interesting
and relevant to them.Any high school aged individual
that is a sophomore or older is welcome to participate
in Confirmation class.

There will be an orientation on Wednesday, September 27" at
7:00PM in the DUMC Library. Classes will begin the following
Wednesday. If you know someone who might be interested,
please contact Carla at the church office: (608) 935-5451 or
carla@dodgevilleumc.org. ~ Pastor Jim

Fall Membership Class

Pastor Jim would like to have a fall membership [JANE & SANISH
class if there is interest. So, if think you might ADisciple’s
be ready to become a member of the church; ‘Pathi
here’s your chance! If you are a member, but
are interested in learning more about the United
Methodist Church tradition and our baptismal
call to support the church through your prayers,
presence, gifts, service, and witness; here’s your chance.
Maybe you are just looking for an opportunity to meet with
fellow Christians and talk about your faith; here’s your
chance! It’s called “A Disciple’s Path” and it's a six week
class. The class would likely take place on Sunday evenings.
We'd love to have you! © Check with Pastor Jim and or get
in contact with Carla if you are interested.




Worship at Simpson Chapel

At 1:00PM on September 10™, 2017,
you are invited to a worship service at
the Simpson Chapel located at 5265
County Road YZ, Dodgeville. This
church has a rich history in Dodgeville
community, a church that was originally
located in the heart of Dodgeville and
was later moved, by oxen and sled, to

its current location.

Although it is no longer used as a church, each year people gather
together for a yearly worship service in this historic building. Come
be a part of the history and join us for worship!

BIBLE STUDY

Christian Basics Bible Study will begin August 28 at 6:00PM
in the library. To sign up please call Jeanne at 935-3808.

ADULT FELLOWSHIP

Adult Fellowship will meet on Thursday, September 14 at
4549 Cty Rd Q at 6:00 p.m. for a potluck supper. The
evening will be hosted by Jeanne Kapotas (please note
this is not her home address). Please bring a dish to
share, beverages and table service will be provided for
you. Following the meal we will go on a hayride. Call
Prices 935-7224 or Butteris 935-2693 with questions.

CHOIR NOTES

The Mixed Choir will rehearse at 7:00PM on Wednesday,
September 13 in the Chapel/Music room. We welcome new
and/or returning members at any time.




A VISIT WITH MARY & JOHN
ASCHLIMAN

Interview by Jeanne Kapotas

Mary grew up in Hollandale and attended Pecatonica High. She
attended Lakeshore Tech. for Pastry and spent 7 years in a pastry
shop. She continued her education and has multiple degrees in
health information and management. She now has her dream job
at the U.W. in Madison.

John grew up in Ridgeway and graduated from Dodgeville High.
He has a mechanical engineering degree from S.W. Tech. He is
currently working at Zimmerman Transfer in Dodgeville.

They met on a blind date arranged by Mary’s sister. John
proposed on his knee 34 years ago.

They have two sons, Nathan and Brian. As a teenager, Brian
accompanied our church group on a mission trip. He came back
a changed lad and joined the praise band. Mary left her church so
she could watch Brian play. On her first Sunday in our church she
felt Pastor Rom was speaking directly to her and felt this was the
church for her. John was a Methodist but at marriage joined her
previous church. Then because she attended the Methodist
church, John came back to be with his family.

They describe our church as welcoming, friendly, and community
active. John especially likes helping the less fortunate.

Mary is active in Feeding Friends, Café, working on the Media and
has led the high school youth group. John is involved in lawn
mowing, maintenance and fundraising. They are always willing to
help where needed.

They enjoy camping as a family. John enjoys going to Nascar
races with his friends. We are very fortunate and thankful that
God led them both to become part of our church family.




All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
any of these meetings and/or events. We are hoping that we
can gain some new members this year, please consider
attending, we would love to see our membership grow. If you
have any questions about UMW please contact Charlene
Mingst or any one of our current members.

The first UMW meeting for the fall is scheduled for
Thursday, September 7, at 7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. The
Executive Board will meet at 6:30PM (preceding the meeting)
in the Library. The program will be presented by members of
the Grace Post Circle—it is our annual Pledge Service
program. Members of the Evening Star Circle will serve
refreshments.

The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, September 11
at 7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. Nancy Mortimer will be the
hostess and Martha Boyer will lead the devotions.

The

Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, September 18 at
1:30PM at the Country Kitchen. Eunice Jewell will lead the
devotions.

The annual UMW Sunday is September 24. Please plan to
attend. Our guest speaker is author Keri Olson from Baraboo.
The theme for her message is “This is the day that the Lord
has made”. Her latest book is “Find Your Heart, Follow Your
Heart” a collection of essays focused on positive life
messages.

The South West District Annual Gathering is scheduled for
Saturday, September 23 at the Fennimore United Methodist
Church. The Theme is “A CALL TO COMMUNITY”. The

keynote speaker is Rev. Wesley White; his message is “Living

continued on following page




as a Covenant Community” which was the Mission U Spiritual
Growth Study. We are invited to bring items or cash donations
for the food pantry in Fennimore, which Fennimore UMW has
designated as the Special Mission Project for the event. Child
care will be provided. The registration fee is $15.00, and is due
by September 10. Please see Charlene Mingst for a registration
form.

Looking ahead to October—the Annual Fall Rummage/Bake
Sale is scheduled for Friday, October 13 and Saturday, October
14. Set-up days are Wednesday, October 11 and Thursday,
October 12.

TRUSTEE REPORT

The Boiler project is progressing. On Thursday, August 17" Dirty
Ducks Cleaning and Environmental, Inc. did the abatement of the
asbestos on the pipes as needed and on the old boiler. The
boiler was cut into pieces and removed. Next step in the project
is to get the new boiler out of storage and into the boiler room.
Tentative date for installation is sometime in October. We would
like to thank everyone who has contributed to the boiler fund and
supported our fundraisers with your prayers and donations of
money, food, and time. Watch for updates on upcoming events
to continue our fundraising efforts. The current balance of the
Boiler Fund is: $19,537.05. Thank you very much!!

DIP’N GOOD BOILER FUNDRAISER

Dip’n Good Dips Fundraiser will begin on August 27 in the
fellowship hall. All proceeds will go toward the boiler fund. They
make wonderful gifts for any occasion, birthdays or social event.
Great for celebrating the upcoming holidays as well!




FALL DINNER

Saturday October 28, 2017, 4:30 — 7:00 pm
Tickets for Fall Dinner @ Dodgeville United Methodist Church
$12 Adults 12 + $6 Children Age 6-11 under 5 free

Carryouts available
Family style - Swiss Steak, Baked Potato, Corn, Coleslaw, Roll,
Pie & Beverage

Sign-ups will be available the 2nd Sunday in September
This is an All Church Dinner and we encourage all of our
church family to provide donations of monies for supplies, bake
pies and help with setup, serving and cleanup.

If you have questions, please see Bobbi Butteris, Jody
Vanderloo, Debbie Short, Mary Aschliman, Rachel Dees or
Denise Deaton-Tolzman.

YOUR GENEROUS OFFERINGS TO
MISSION & OUTREACH MINISTRY

January - February- Mission Trip: $2,365
March — UMCOR: $286
April — Ingathering: $77
May - VBS: $618
June — Homeless Shelter: $36
July — September-Operation Christmas Child: $185




Financial Report

CURRENT MONTH _JULY 2017

Monthly Income $14,826

Monthly Expenses Paid $ 9,431

Net Income for month $ 5,395

Apportionments Paid $ 1,477 (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments $ 325 (notincluded in Monthly Expenses Paid)
YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $ 96,558

Years Expenses Paid  $ 85,497

Net Income for Year $ 11,061

Apportionments Paid $ 10,475 (figure included in Years Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments  $ 2,220 (not included in Years Expenses Paid)

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $21,624
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $ 1,802

Our goal of meeting 80% apportionment: $17,300 annual
$1,442 monthly

Giving/Attendance Stats - August
Week Attendance Offering
1 65 $5,417
2 n/a $466.45
3 71 $4,771
4 n/a n/a




GIVING
The Joy of Giving and the Purity of the Gift

For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to
what one has—not according to what one does not have.” (2
Corinthians 8:12)

In my experience, we are pretty casual in our churches about
ensuring whether our gifts are acceptable. We write a check,
drop it in the plate or even send it to the office. Alternatively, our
gift is sent directly by electronic funds transfer from our bank
account to the church’s account. But is the gift acceptable to
God, and how can we ensure that it is acceptable?

During worship, the collected tithes and offerings are usually
taken to the altar at which time the congregation sings a
doxology (literally word of praise) and the pastor says a prayer.
Hopefully, in this way, we are asking God to bless our gifts. If
God blesses them, then they are acceptable (pure, sacred,
clean, holy) to God.

(Unfortunately, in many of our worship services, we give our
offering of gifts to God very short shrift. | attended a service of
worship recently in which we skipped the doxology because we
were running short on time.)

In the Scripture above, Paul gives a very different slant on what
is acceptable. He says, the gift is acceptable if the giver is eager
to give. | certainly would want to continue to praise God and ask
God’s blessing on my gifts during worship, but I can ensure their
acceptability by giving them with joy in my heart.

Interestingly, Paul also indicates in this passage that
acceptability of our gifts is proportional, that is, “according to
what we have.” The widow’s two small coins (Mark 12:41-44,
Luke 21:1-4) are as acceptable as the large sums given by the
rich because her gift was proportionally greater, indeed it was all
she had.

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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SEPTEMBER

1 - London Starr

13 — John Oxnem

15 - Doug Digman
16 - Nancy Mortimer
18 — Peg Trankle

19 - Terry Edwards
20 - Jack Martell

20 - Charlie Price

24 - Anthony Bultteris
26 — Martha Boyer
26 - Ora Kasten

27 - Louise Price

28 - Drew Piper

29 - Sandra Alexander

PLEASE PRAY:

Jessica, Jackie Dux, Rose
Gilbertson, Kathy Bryant,
Robin Peterson, Cody, John
Schwartz, Hannah Thomas,
Marilyn Liddle, Ben Berryman,
lla Jean Selleck, Anna Olson,
Eileen, Joyce, Georgiq, Lois
Dobson, Bobbi Butteris

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

7 - Chip & Peggy Forrest

15 - Terry & Penny Edwards
15 — John & Bonnie Oxnem
18 — Kevin & Megan Weier
20 — Russell & Lois Nelson
29 - Steve & Julie Colden

MIDLAND PRAISEFEST
A day of bands and family fun!
Saturday, September 16, 2017

Gates open at 9:30AM
First band starts at 11:00 AM
And Last band starts at 6:00 PM

Food & drink for purchase, NO CARRY INS as thisis a
fundraiser for the Church to carry on the great service and
missions to the communities around us.




Participate in Project Christmas Child Shoe Box

Our Loose Change for Change Mission

You can participate in the Christmas Child project by donating
needed items, or donating money for items or to cover shipping
($9.00/box). Our goal is to fill and ship 100 boxes!

Items needed for each box:

Toys: such as small cars, dolls, balls, kazoos, yo-yos, jump ropes
School supplies: pencils & sharpener, crayons, paper, stamps &
ink pad sets, solar calculators, picture & coloring books
Hygiene: toothbrush, comb, mild fragrance free bar soap (in a

plastic bag), washcloth

Additional items: socks, ball caps, T-shirts, sunglasses, hair
clips, ball caps

A Personal Note: In a separate envelope, you may enclose a
note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If
you include your name and address, the child may write
back.)

% the power of

ﬁ;@ ©a simple gift

T
@aritan'® Fill a shoebox with love

CONNECT ' GROW © SERVE
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