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During our Saturday and Sunday worship services at Dodgeville and 
Ridgeway, we share “God Moments.” We share those moments in 
which we feel the presence of God in our lives. On Sunday, September 
17th at 10:00AM, I experienced a God moment, in addition to a 
profoundly Methodist moment. That weekend, I was a guest at the 
General Commission on Archives and History Annual Meeting that 
took place at Drew University in Madison, NJ. As the chair for the 
commission of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, I was invited to 
attend the meeting as a guest. As a  
part of the meeting, we took a field  
trip on Sunday to Philadelphia, PA  
to experience some of our  
Methodist roots. 
 
I will admit my ignorance about  
how important Philadelphia was to  
the roots of Methodism. Our bus  
pulled up to Historic St. George’s  
United Methodist Church about one hour before Sunday service. St. 
George’s is the oldest continuously functioning United Methodist 
church in the United States. The dedication for this church took place in 
1769. 
 

Some other interesting points of history about this historic church: 
• The first Methodist hymnal was published in this building in 

1769. 
• Francis Asbury (who later becomes the first bishop of the 
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• Methodist Church in America) preached his first American 
sermon here in 1771. 

• On July 14th 1773, the First Conference of American Methodism 
(what would one day become our General Conference) took place 
at St. George’s. The second and third conference also took place 
here as well. The room where this took place is now the pastor’s 
office, and is typically roped off from the public. The museum 
curators were nice enough to allow us access during our visit. 

 
You can see the first picture in this article gives you an idea of what the 
church looks like from the inside. It is a piece of history surrounded by 
the modern world. Just outside of the church, there is an interstate 
highway and a subway track.  The pulpit at the front of the sanctuary was 
the very pulpit from which Francis Asbury 

 
Location of First Conference 

(now the Pastor’s office) 

preached his first American sermon. The 
chalice that held the grape juice for 
Communion during our worship service was 
the actual chalice that John Wesley gifted to 
Francis Asbury upon his ordination as a bishop 
in the United Methodist Church. 

 
When the congregation was asked to stand 
together and sing the opening hymn: O For a 
Thousand Tongues to Sing, the first hymn in 
any official Methodist hymnal, I felt a truly 
Methodist and basked in God’s presence. All 
the beautiful harmonies resonating through 
this historic site! As I said, a God moment and 
a Methodist moment for me. 

 
Later that afternoon, we had the opportunity to 
tour Mother Bethel African Methodist 
Episcopal (AME) church in Philadelphia. It is 
the oldest AME church in the world. It was 
founded by Richard Allen and Absalom Jones, 
who growing frustrated with African 
Americans being segregated in St. George’s, 
walked out and formed their own church. 
Allen actually owned the property on which 
the first church was built. It is the first 
recorded ownership of property by an African 
American in the United States.  Again, a  

Francis Asbury’s chalice 



 

 

  

 
THANK YOU! 

I would like to extend a huge “thank you” to all who donated 
and purchased baked goods from the bake sale last Sunday.  
With your help I collected $242 to go to UMCOR from our 
church for hurricane relief.  Thank you! 

     
    Sandy Alexander 

CHOIR NEWS  
 

The Choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, October 1 and Sunday, 
October 15. We will rehearse at 8:15 AM on those Sundays and at 
7:00 PM on Wednesday, October 11 in the Chapel/Music Room. 
We welcome new and/or returning members at any time. 

 

FALL DINNER FUNDRAISER 
 

A family style fall dinner is planned for October 28th in 
Fellowship Hall at DUMC.  Swiss Steak, Baked Potatoes, 
Butter/Sour Cream, Corn, Coleslaw, Pickles, Buns, Homemade 
Pies & Beverages will be served from 4:30 to 7:00PM.  Tickets:  
Adult (+12) $12.00, Children (age 6-11) $6.00.  Children age 5 
and under are free. 

powerful and sobering experience about a difficult time in our 
denomination’s history. 

 
I share these experiences with you because this trip reminded me of the 
importance of understanding our Methodist heritage as we think about 
what it means to be a part of The United Methodist Church. In coming 
issues of The Compass, I will be sharing an additional brief article that 
will offer some history about our denomination’s rich heritage. I hope 
you will enjoy them and find them informative, as we explore our 
Methodist history together. 

         
    ~ Pastor Jim 



 

 

 

  

Come Visit with Virginia & Merlin Gorsline 
Interviewed by Jeanne Kapotas 

 
     Ginny grew up in Chicago.  

    Merlin grew up on a farm East of  
    Madison.  Both attended Bob Jones 
    University.  Ginny earned a  
    Master’s degree in Special  
    Education and taught special  
    education 6th-7th grade.  She started 
    a Special Education program in the 
    High School. She also taught piano 
    lessons. 

 

Merlin has a Master’s degree in guidance and counseling.  
He taught High School English for 39 years.  They both taught 
at Iowa Grant High School. 

 

Ginny asked Merlin out for their first date.  He proposed to 
her at her parent’s house on Christmas Eve.  They have two 
children. Greg is in heaven and Gary lives in Arizona.  They 
have six grandchildren whom they adore. 

 

Their labor of love was Melody Ranch which they owned in 
Montfort.  They were house parents for 29 juvenile delinquents 
over a period of nine years, taking care of 6-8 boys at a time.  
Then they administrated other house parents.  A total of 77 
boys passed through Melody Ranch. The ranch had a dairy 
herd. 

 

In her spare time Ginny likes to read and play the piano and 
organ.  She has traveled to 7 continents and 26 countries.  
Merlin likes his gardens (which are beautiful). He has traveled 
to all our states except Hawaii, although he did fly over it. 

 

They decided to join DUMC after their son was married by 
Pastor Rom and because their family was in the Montfort area.  
They found our church filled with good and friendly people.   

 

They especially like the mission trips and youth group their 
granddaughter was involved with.  Ginny is one of our church 
organists and Merlin was our custodian for 6 years.  We thank 
them both for being a part of our church family and for all they 
contribute to it. 

 



 

 
  

NORTHCOTT NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 
 
Dear Methodist Friends,  
 
In September, your churches make an annual appeal to 

assist Northcott Neighborhood House continue its mission.  
This year, our need is great for your assistance in helping us 
continue the Northcott Neighborhood House 56 year 
experience with providing youth and families the support they 
need to thrive in today’s world.  This means job training, 
remedial education, and emergency food and clothing.  For 
youth, it means after-school and summer programs that 
provide both a safe place and an opportunity to enhance their 
skills. 

 
At this time of great urgency, I am sharing with others my 

personal response to our financial crisis.  I think this intimate 
look at my feelings is more compelling than the usual appeal 
for funds.  I want you to think of what our crisis means to our 
families.  In the larger scale of things, Northcott is just a small 
agency, but to all of us in this tight-knit community, Northcott 
is our life.  The cutback in funds at the federal and state 
levels has really hurt small agencies, causing a major crisis.  
We need you the community to bail us out, as if we were 
stranded in the New Orleans floods.  If we all pitch in, we can 
save our mission for the youth and families of this 
community.  Do you have anything to contribute, including 
expertise, contacts, volunteer time, and of course financial 
assistance? 

 
Thank you for your support over the years, but keep in 

mind that we need you now more than ever. 
 
McArthur Weddle 
Executive Director 
Northcott Neighborhood house 
2460 North 6th St 
Milwaukee, WI  53212-2756 
 

 



 
 

  
CURRENT MONTH AUGUST, 2016 
Monthly Income               $14,779  
Monthly Expenses Paid   $10,544 
Net Income for month    $   4,235                 
Apportionments Paid      $   1,472 (included in monthly expenses paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments $      330  (not included in Monthly Expenses paid)                                                 
 
YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
Years Income                     $111,370 
Years Expenses Paid         $  96,397 
Net Income for Year          $ 14,972 
Apportionments Paid       $   11,947      (included in Years Expenses Paid) 
Unpaid Apportionments    $   2,479  (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 

 
TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $21,624 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 1,802 
 
Our goal of meeting 80% apportionment:  $17,300 annual 
          $1,442 monthly 
 
Boiler Fund Income August:   $  2,606 
Boiler Fund Income YTD:  $20,400 
Boiler Fund Raising expenses: $     632 
 
Boiler Fund Balance:  $19,768 

 Giving/Attendance Stats 
SEPTEMBER 

Week Attendance Offering 
1 89 $4,597 
2 82 $1,271 
3 75 $  901 
4 90 $1,670 

 



A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHURCH 
 

The work of God is to be done by the people of God  
giving according to the will of God.  

(Sutherland & Nowery, The 33 Laws of Stewardship.)  
  

This is as good a definition of Stewardship as there is.  
Whenever there is something to be done in the Kingdom of 
God, the followers of God are the ones who are called to do it.  
This may be leading prayers, meeting in small groups, working 
in the community garden, balancing the church’s books, inviting 
our neighbors to worship, visiting shut-ins, or serving the poor. 

  
We do much of this work of God through or supported by our 

local churches.  Worship is the most visible, perhaps, but many 
other activities are equally important, such as spiritual 
formation, congregational care, hospitality and outreach, or 
missions.  Moreover, the local churches support the works of 
the conference and denomination, as well.  In Wisconsin, this 
includes ministries like congregational revitalization and new 
church starts, or health and welfare ministries and, elsewhere, 
ministries such as Africa University.  

 
Without the people of God giving according to the will of 

God, none of these things would be happening. 
  
Sometime in the coming year, and for most of us, this fall, 

we will be called upon as God’s people to give generously to 
support financially God’s work in our local churches and 
beyond.  This is a recurring call to discipleship that we all share 
through our connection in the Wisconsin Conference of the 
United Methodist Church.  

 
 
 
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 



                 

  MISSION & OUTREACH NEWS 
 
SHOEBOX MINISTRY POSTAGE UPDATE:  So far we 

have $362 on our way to reach $900, our goal to ship 100 
boxes.   

 

Living Out Loud 
 
On Wednesday evenings at 6:00PM Dodgeville UMC will 

be hosting "Living Out Loud" Bible School in the basement. This 
will be a joint ministry between Dodgeville UMC and Feeding 
Friends. 

 

DEPRESSION 
 

This is a difficult subject to write about since just about all of 
us have been through it.  That is why the bible should be used 
all the time.  There is no other book that covers every subject 
so thoroughly and is guided by Almighty God. 

Anger and depression seem to go hand in hand.  
Forgiveness is in the heart of it all.  Jesus loves all of us. That is 
why we should live and forgive everyone.  Jesus draws us all 
closer to Him.  He takes me by the hand and comforts and 
strengthens me.  There is no other joy greater than knowing 
that Jesus is calling us home to be with Him.  There will be no 
more pain or suffering.  I can only imagine the beauty of 
heaven.  The clearer we all see God, the clearer we all see 
ourselves.   

With the decrease of strength threatening my life, I am not 
afraid.  God’s unfailing grace and mercy makes me stronger in 
my faith and life.  The Lord is always with me through all the 
storms of life.   

May His love keep turning our lives into a harvest of grace 
and light. 

   God’s Blessings, 
    Ila Jean Selleck 



 

  

Circuit SW11Church/Charge Conference Gathering 
Thursday, November 9th  
at 6:30PM Darlington UMC  
(546 Main St. — Darlington) 
 
 
All of the churches of circuit SW11 will join and have their 
church conferences together. Our gathering will open with 
devotions and a message from District Superintendent Scott 
Carlson on the topic of financial stewardship. We will take 
some time to celebrate the ministries of each of our 
churches, and then get down to the business of approving 
the required documents for 2018. It is expected that all 
members of the Dodgeville and Grace church councils will 
try to attend.  

 

TRUSTEE REPORT 
 

The Boiler project is moving right along.  On Tuesday, 
September 19th, the boiler was taken out of storage and moved 
to the church.  With the help of Randy’s Towing, the boiler was 
slid down the back steps to the basement.  Once in the 
basement, with the help of John Aschliman, Jeff Starr, Rich & 
Mary James, Kevin Kirschbaum and Jan Aschliman, it was 
moved down the steps of the boiler room and is awaiting 
installation. 

Special thanks goes out to Jake McCutchin for starage of 
the boiler.  Zimmerman Transfer for the use of the Loader to 
move the boiler and Randy Hildreth for the use of the wrecker 
to get the boiler down the steps. 

We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the 
boiler fund and supported our fundraisers with your prayers and 
donations of money, food and time. 

We will continue our fundraising efforts with a Pancake 
Breakfast October 8th from 8:00AM to Noon.  We hope you can 
join us.  The current balance of the boiler fund is $19,988. 

Thank you very much!!  Questions may be directed to Jan 
Aschliman at 574-9619 



 

  

 

UMW RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE    
 

The annual Fall Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for 
Friday, October 13 and Saturday, October 14. The hours are: 
9:00AM-5:30PM on Friday and 8:00AM-12:00PM on Saturday.   
The “Bag Sale” will be between the hours of 10:30AM-
12:00PM on Saturday. The Bake Sale is to be held on 
Saturday morning only.  The “set-up” dates are on 
Wednesday, October 11 & Thursday, October 12.  

 
Items for the rummage sale can be brought in starting at 

9:00AM on both days. Because storage space is very limited—
if at all possible please wait to bring items on the planned 
days. 

 PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, computers, dehumidifiers, 
home-recorded VCR tapes or DVDs, or inappropriate books or 
magazines.   

Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in on 
Friday evening or early Saturday. If you like to bake please 
consider donating items for the bake sale. We will need many 
workers to help set-up and to work during the sale. Sign-up 
sheets are available (in Fellowship Hall) for you to sign up for a 
shift or two!! If you have a question about an item that you 
would like to donate please call Charlene Mingst (935-5758). 
This annual fund-raiser helps us to meet our goals of mission 
on the local, state, national, and international levels. We have 
pledged $500 from the proceeds to the Boiler Fund. Thank you 
to all who will work and also to everyone who donates items to 
sell. 

  

Adult Fellowship 

Adult Fellowship will meet on Thursday, October 19 in 
Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m. for a potluck meal.  Please bring a 
dish to share, beverages and table service will be provided.  If 
you have questions contact Ron or Bobbi Butteris at 935-2693 
or Charlie or Louise Price at 935-7224. 



  
All women of the church are invited and encouraged to 

attend any of these meetings and/or events. We are hoping 
that we can gain some new members this year, please 

consider attending, we would love to see our membership 
grow. If you have any questions about UMW please contact 

Charlene Mingst or any one of our current members. 
 
The regular October meeting of UMW is scheduled for 

Thursday, October 5 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. The 
Executive Board will meet at 6:30 PM (preceding the meeting) 
in the Library. The program will be presented by members of 
the Evening Star Circle. Members of the Grace Post Circle will 
serve refreshments.  

The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, October 9 
at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. Jeanne Kapotas will be the 
hostess and Edna Dunham will lead the devotions. 

The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, October 16 
at the Country Kitchen. Lois Dobson will be the hostess. Jean 
Leigh will lead the devotions.  

The annual Fall Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for 
Friday, October 13 and Saturday, October 14. Set-up days are 
Wednesday, October 11 and Thursday, October 12. Please 
see another page of this newsletter for more information 
regarding this event. 

 
The Wisconsin Conference Annual Gathering of United 

Methodist Women is scheduled for October 20 and 21, 2017 at 
the First United Methodist Church in Waukesha. There is a 
preconference tour at the Northcott Neighborhood House in 
Milwaukee. Saturday speakers are Barbara Dick and members 
of Milwaukee Muslim Women’s Coalition. Early registration 
deadline is September 27 at $27—late registration deadline is 
October 4 at $37. Please see Charlene Mingst or Robin 
Digman if you are interested in attending this event. 

 

 
 



 



 



 
  

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 
 
1 Chris Beerkircher 
1 Kory Beerkircher 
2 Jeanne Kapotas 
6 Deb Short 
13 Jan Aschlimen 
17 Tonia Puckett  
20 Melody Farmer 
23 Shianne Carroll 
24 Sarah Godfrey 
28 Jessica Gorsline  
28 Rebecca Gorsline  
30 Renee Weber  
 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 
10 Josh & Alycia Hathaway  
12 Ben & Mary Berryman  
15 Eric & Sarah Crews 
19 Mike & Renee Weber  
20 James & Deb Short  
21 John & Lesley Houck  
25 Don & Dee Dochnahl  
 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
Please see bulletin board for more information  

on these events… 
 

 SALAD LUNCHEON 
Montfort United Methodist Church 

Thursday, October 5th @ Noon 
Gospel Duo from New Glarus  

$10.00 
 

WYOMING VALLEY HYMN SING 
2 PM to 3:30 PM, October 1 

Wyoming Valley School of Cultural Arts 
6306 State Hwy 23 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

o
c

t
o

b
e

r
 


