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%/ The Compass

“Abundant Joy, Overflowing
Generosity”

“Now, friends, | want to report on the surprising and generous
ways in which God is working in the churches in Macedonia
province. Fierce troubles came down on the people of those
churches, pushing them to the very limit. The trial exposed their
true colors: They were incredibly happy, though desperately
poor. The pressure triggered something totally unexpected: an
outpouring of pure and generous qifts. | was there and saw it for
myself. They gave offerings of whatever they could—far more
than they could afford!—pleading for the privilege of helping out
in the relief of poor Christians. This was totally spontaneous,
entirely their own idea, and caught us completely off guard.
What explains it was that they had first given themselves
unreservedly to God and to us. The other giving simply flowed
out of the purposes of God working in their lives. That's what
prompted us to ask Titus to bring the relief offering to your
attention, so that what was so well begun could be finished up.
You do so well in so many things - you trust God, you're
articulate, you're insightful, you're passionate, you love us - now,
do your best in this, too.” — 2 Corinthians 8:1-7 (The Message)

We're going back about 2,000 years ago as we read from
Second Corinthians. Those that believed that Jesus Christ rose
from the dead weren’t even called Christians yet. Churches
weren’t buildings, but groups of people that worshipped in
homes. But, even house churches back then had something of
a budget. They raised the money they could to help those in
need not only in their church community, but also in the
surrounding communities.




The church in
need of financial
had been going
surrounding

Jerusalem was in
help, and Paul
around to other
churches to ask if

out. He had likely

they might help Abundant
put out the initial P J y plea for help before
he WI’O'[e FII’St Overflowing Generosny Connth'ans

(originally a letter to the house churches there), and even
through the writing of his second letter to them, they had still
not contributed. Some questioned Paul’s credentials as an
apostle, and others questioned his motives; they were hesitant
to give for these reasons. Paul was gravely saddened by this
development, and now Titus had been put in charge of the
collection effort.

Paul is hopeful that perhaps the feelings of the Corinthians
toward this project might change when they hear the story
about the Macedonian church. Despite the difficulties they face
and the poverty they are experiencing, they give a generous
donation to the Jerusalem church. The Macedonians felt “an
abundance of joy,” and gave joyfully from “the depths of
poverty.” Amidst “a great test of affliction” they were willing to
help out brothers and sisters who were in need.

In our modern culture, we might call it “paying it forward!” | have
also heard it said, “Blessed to be a blessing.” | have heard it
said that Christians do and give because they have been done
unto and been given to. We love because God first loved us. In
the early days of the Methodist movement, both in England and
in America, an actual hat was passed during small group
meetings and the money was used to support the needy who
were in the community. Because of all that God had done in
their lives, they were moved to give to support others.

Over the next four weeks, we will be worshipping together
under the theme of “Abundant Joy, Overwhelming Generosity.”
Do we not see our church playing the same role in the
Dodgeville community, or in the Ridgeway community? Might
we explore that, no matter what financial situation we find




ourselves, we could see ways that we can support the
community that surrounds us? How can we be a blessing to
others because of the way that God has blessed us?

We can do this joyfully through our prayers, our presence
(worship), our gifts (financial support), our service (using
spiritual gifts), and witness (sharing our faith with others). Let
us explore together abundant joy and overwhelming
generosity.

~ Pastor Jim

Chu ch Newss

Membership Class for Dodgewlle UMC

Pastor Jim will be offering a membership ;
class starting Sunday evening at 6:30PM on | ISCJple S
November 5 in the Library. It is a seven- Pathg;ﬁg%*::@w
week class that will take place each Sunday [ i uesenss
evenings until December 17™. The class is :
called “A Disciple’s Path: Deepening Your
Relationship with Christ and the Church.” It =

is meant to help participants understand how being a member
of the church involves our prayers, presence, gifts, service,
and witness. It offers practical ways to participate in each way.

If you aren’t sure, you can always come to the first and see
what you think!

All materials for the class will be provided for you free of
charge. If you are already a member of the church, but
would like a refresher on the Methodist church and
membership, you are encouraged to take the class as well.

Please call the church office at (608) 935-5451 to join, or
email Pastor Jim at: pastorjim@dodgevilleumc.org.




Community |

Thanksgiving V|

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service Worship ///

Wednesday, November 22" at 7:00PM /’/»
Dodgeville United Methodist Church O

The 3™ Annual Thanksgiving Eve worship service will combine
four Dodgeville church congregations: St. Joe’s Catholic
Church, Plymouth Congregation United Church of Christ, Grace
Lutheran Church, and Dodgeville United Methodist Church.
Each pastor will play a role in the service, and there will be a
combined choir performing as well.

The Feeding Friends meal will be served including turkey,
dressing, potatoes, side dishes and salads, and desserts.
Dodgeville United Methodist Church is signed up to bring
side dishes and salads. Please see the sign-up sheet on the
“Discipleship” table in the narthex.

We hope you will be able to join us for the wonderful ecumenical
worship experience!

CHOIR NEWS

The choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, November 5 and
Sunday, November 19. We will rehearse on Wednesday,
November 1 at 7:00 PM in the Chapel/Music Room, and at 8:15
AM on the Sundays that we sing. We are also invited to sing at
the Ecumenical Service to be held at our church on
Wednesday, November 22. We will join with singers from the
other churches participating in this event. Leta Willie, the choir
director at Grace Lutheran Church will be the director of this
ecumenical choir. She invites us to rehearse at Grace on
Wednesday, November 15 at 7:00 PM and at 6:00 PM at our
church preceding the service on the 22", We welcome new
and/or returning members at any time.




Uiied Methodist Women
Happenings

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
any of these meetings and/or events. We are hoping that we can
gain some new members this year, please consider attending,
we would love to see our membership grow. If you have any
questions about UMW please contact Charlene Mingst or any
one of our current members.

The regular November meeting of UMW is scheduled for
Thursday, November 2 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. The
Executive Board will meet at 6:30 PM (preceding the meeting) in
the Library. The annual World Thank Offering program will be
led by members of the Grace Post Circle. Members of the
Evening Star will provide and serve the refreshments.

The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, November 13 at
7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. Kim Roble will be the hostess and
Charlene Mingst will lead the devotions.

The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, November 20 at
1:30 PM at the Country Kitchen. Cathryn Tredinnick will be the
hostess and Lois Dobson will lead the devotions.

The annual South West District Day of Enrichment is
scheduled for Saturday, November 11, at the Portage United
Methodist Church. The theme is “Sacred Spaces: Encounters
with God and Neighbor”. Registration begins at 8:30 AM; the
program begins with congregational singing at 9:15 AM. There is
a registration fee of $15.00 which will cover morning
refreshments, luncheon, and all materials used for preparation of
this event. The registration form is due by Friday, November 3.
Please see Charlene Mingst if you are planning to attend. The
mission project for this event is “The Pregnancy Resource
Center” located in Portage.




TRUSTEE BOILER UPDATE

Installation of the boiler is going very well.

A new concrete pad was poured on which the boiler is to be
placed. The ready-mix was delivered by truck to the church by
Jan Aschliman. Rich James, Doug Digman, and Kevin
Kirschbaum carried it by 5 gallon pails to the basement for the
new pad. Thank you for your hard work as it took many trips
back and forth to accomplish this task. Our contractor has been
busy getting pipes welded, gas lines installed, and the many
other steps that go into getting the boiler ready so that it can be
used.

We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the
boiler fund and supported our fundraisers with your prayers and
donations of money, food and time.

We will continue our fundraising efforts with a Pancake
Breakfast on November 12 from 8:00AM to 11:00AM. We hope
you can join us. The current balance of the boiler fund is
$22,466.

Thank you very much!! Questions may be directed to Jan
Aschliman at 574-9619.

15™ AND FINAL SANTA SECRET SHOP

DECEMBER 2 AND 9, 8:30 AM TO 1:30 PM
QLF RESEARCH CENTER (beside House on the Rock Inn)
CHILDREN, AGES 3-GRADE 6
VENDORS FOR ADULTS
LUNCHEON AND BAKE SALE BOTH SATURDAYS

Operation Christmas Child Project Shoe Box
Our annual packing event will be after the worship
service on Sunday, November 5". Everyone is
welcome to join the fun!




Financial Report

CURRENT MONTH _SEPTEMBER 2017

Monthly Income $ 8,369

Monthly Expenses Paid $ 12,228

Net Income for month  $ < 3,859 >

Apportionments Paid $ 1,472 (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments  $ 330 _(not included in Monthly Expenses Paid)

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $ 119,740
Years Expenses Paid $ 108,626
Net Income for Year $ 11,113
Apportionments Paid $ 13419 (figure included in Years Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments $ 3,139 (not included in Years Expenses Paid)

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $21,624
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $ 1,802

Our goal of meeting 80% apportionment: $17,300 annual

$1,442 monthly
Boiler Fund Income September: $321
Boiler Fund Income YTD: $23,098 (as of October 15™)
Boiler Fundraising expenses: $632

Boiler Fund Balance: $22,466

Giving/Attendance Stats

October
Week Attendance Offering
1 86 $2,942
2 98 $2,487
3 83 $2,163
4 91 $1,933
5




A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHURCH

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all
the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is
with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all
made to drink of one Spirit. 14Indeed, the body does not
consist of one member but of many. (1 Corinthians 12:12-14)

A division of labor marks our occupations and social
institutions in modern society: people perform highly
specialized, but reciprocal and interdependent activities. This
results both in greater benefits for the whole and greater
dependence of individuals on one another.

Paul the Apostle recognized both this benefit and this
interdependence among the followers of Christ. He likened us
Christians to body parts. We form a whole Paul calls the Body
of Christ, and we are interdependent, “The eye cannot say to
the hand, ‘I have no need of you.” Stewardship is like that.
Our gifts work together for the good.

Arthur Tappan Pierson summarized the lesson of 1
Corinthians 12:

e Every believer has some gift, therefore all should be
encouraged.

e No one has all the gifts, therefore all should be humble.

o All gifts are for the Body, therefore all should be
harmonious.

e All gifts are for the Lord, therefore all should be
contented.

e All gifts are mutually helpful, therefore all should be
faithful.

e All gifts promote the whole Body’s health, therefore
none can be dispensed with.

Stewardship strives to maximize the impact of our collective
gifts.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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THANK YOU! THANKYOU! THANK YOU!

The UMW wishes to thank everyone who helped in any way to
make our Fall Rummage and Bake Sale a huge success!!

We would especially like to thank Barb Phillips who spent
many, many hours helping us get everything ready. Thank you
for the generous donations of rummage items, and baked
goods; and especially to everyone who worked throughout this
4 day event as it would never have happened at all without your
generous donations of time.

We want to give a huge thank you to the trustees for getting the
tables set up for us, the Saturday “clean-up” crew and also the
Feeding Friends program for your cooperation in serving the
meal in the Narthex.

The monies that we earned will be used to support our church
with donations to the boiler fund and the general fund, kitchen
supplies and up-keep; community charities and programs, and
meet our pledge to mission to the Wisconsin Conference UMW.
Specific donations will be made to the DUMC, UMC Camp
Scholarships, the Youth Mission Trip, the Madison Mission
Chaplaincy, and gift cards to DUMC college students. Also we
are pleased to donate to the lowa County Food Pantry, We
Care, the Free Clinic and other community and church
programs. UMW Conference projects that we have supported
and will continue to support include Northcott Neighborhood
House, United Methodist Children’s Services, and Harbor
House Crisis Shelters, all in Wisconsin; and the Redbird
Mission in Kentucky. Again we say thank you; we very sincerely
appreciate your efforts and support!!




Remembering Our Methodist Heritage
These two stories come from the issue 114 of the magazine
Church History, focusing on the life of Francis Asbury, the first
bishop of the American Methodist church.

Dead Cats and Snorting Pigs —
“[Francis] Asbury was born in England
and began his preaching career there.
Bedfordshire, the circuit on which he
preached (a circuit was a series of town
or villages assigned to a single preacher)
was very hostile to Methodists. Mobs
frequently assaulted Methodist preachers.

One preacher was hit on the head with a
dead cat. In another house people met in a room above a pig

sty to hear preaching, and a relative of one of the listeners
dropped food to the pigs during preaching services, hoping
that the pigs would make so much noise that the Methodists
would shut up. In the end, the Methodists out-shouted the pigs
and kept going.” Pastor Jim says: Thank you for not throwing
any dead cats or bringing in any herds of pigs...at least not
yet!

Treasures in Saddlebags — “When Asbury died, he left his
books and papers to his successor, Bishop William
McKendree (1757-1835). Preacher Jacob Young was
assigned to carry the items across the Allegheny Mountains to
McKendree, and he loaded them on Asbury’s horse.

Along the way on an isolated part of the trail, Young was
accosted by men who believed that the packages he was
carrying must contain silver or other valuables. They asked
him where he had come from. ‘Baltimore,’ said Young. One of
the robbers scoffed, ‘Is the money plentiful there? You seem to
have plenty of it here.” Young replied that he carried no
valuables but that his horse and luggage belonged to Bishop
Asbury, who was now dead. ‘Is Bishop Asbury dead?’ asked
the robber. ‘I have seen and heard him preach in my father’s
house.’” The two bandits galloped off without stealing a thing.”
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

2 —Jon Trankle

3 — Eunice Jewell

3 - Jase Mulder

4 — Pastor Jim

12 - Lee Oxnem

14 - Merlin Gorsline

15 - Lois Nelson

22 - Karl Lasse

24 - Bev Strutt

25 - Cathryn Tredinnick
25 - Suzanne Tremelling
26 — Justin Athey

26 — Zach Hickman

Daylight Savings Time
Ends November 5th!
Remember to set your
clock back.

No November
Anniversaries
Please contact the office
if your special day is not
listed!
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PLEASE PRAY:
Jackie Dux, Kathy Bryant, Robin Peterson, Cody, John
Schwartz, Hannah Thomas, Marilyn Liddle, Anna Olson,
Eileen, Joyce, Georgia, Lois Dobson, Candy, Kim
Crubaugh, Rosemary Edwards, John Hvlac




COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

PASTY SUPPER
Bethlehem Lutheran Church — Edmund
Thursday, November 2"
4:30PM-7:30PM
Carryouts available

Pizza Hut Sant Cop Fundraiser Buffet
Monday, November 13%
5:00PM to 8:00PM

lowa County Salvation Army Bell Ringers
Call 608-553-4138
Or email:
iowacountysalvationarmy@gmail.com

Santa Secret Shop
December 2" and 9t
Sign up to help at DUMC Fellowship Hall
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