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December 2017: ‘Tis the Season

The Christmas season and thoughts of going
home...just, go together! Two Christmas musical
classics are “I'll Be Home for Christmas” and
“There’s No Place Like Home for the Holidays”. If
you find yourself into the Lifetime or Hallmark Christmas movies,
you know how many plots involve people going to their family
home or their extended family home—family dynamics make for
great cinema ©.

Among the rituals we have
created for the Christmas
season, perhaps the
majority of them are
associated with either going home or doing special things at
home—whether lighting candles and having a time of family
prayer during Advent, or decorating a Christmas tree, or caroling
through a neighborhood, or hosting festive “open house” parties
for friends, neighbors, and colleagues. It's all about home.

Advent and Christmas Season are about another kind of
homecoming, the homecoming of Christ to redeem and renew
us, this earth, and all creation till “heaven and nature sing” with
joy eternally. The Scriptures the church uses for Advent focus
first on the final fulfillment, and later on the beginning of that
fulfillment in Jesus.

What | mean by this, is when we look at the Old Testament
scriptures, especially the prophets, we see many references to
the coming of the Messiah. As Christians, we sees these
scriptures fulfilled in Jesus Christ! Jesus “came home” to be
with human beings. During the season of Advent we also lift
up that there will come a time when Jesus Christ will “come
home” again to be with his people.



Advent is thus a time in which we prepare. In our scripture
readings we will see a people that seek God’s joyous desire,
but they also make plain just how far from it we have been
and challenge us with just how far we have to go, ourselves,
to begin to live into it. This year’'s Advent and Christmas
Season series embraces the secular seasonal metaphor of
homecoming.

Each week’s service will invite us to “unwrap” something that
leads us toward making our hearts, our lives, our families,
our communities, and our world more like the home Christ’s
ultimate homecoming will make it to be.

| encourage you to check out the worship schedule for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day which you will find in a
separate article for the newsletter.

Advent & Christmas Blessings to You,

~ Pastor Jim

Christmas Eve/Day Schedule Reminder

Saturday, December 23 at 5:00PM at Grace—Fourth Saturday
of Advent Service

Sunday, December 24" at 9:00AM at Dodgeville—Fourth
Sunday of Advent Service

Sunday, December 24" at 5:00PM at
Grace—Christmas Eve Service
(w/Communion)

Sunday, December 24" at 7:00PM at
Dodgeville—Christmas Eve Service
(Contemporary)

Sunday, December 24" at 9:00PM at
Dodgeville—Christmas Eve Service
(Traditional w/Choirs, Communion)

Monday, December 25" at 10:00AM at Dodgeville—Christmas
Day Service of Lessons and Carols
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Everyone is invited to the annual UMW Christmas “Potluck”
dinner on Thursday, December 7" in Fellowship Hall at
6:30PM. Please bring a dish to pass and feel free to bring a
guest. We look forward to a time of celebration and fellowship.
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Please plan to stay after worship on December 3"
to help decorate the church building.




A VISIT WITH DON AND TINA SMITH
Interview by Jeanne Kapotas

Tina has lived in Dodgeville all of her life. Don’s parents bought a
farm outside of Dodgeville when he was 7 years old. Both
attended Dodgeville schools.

| was Don’s swimming teacher which | didn’t realize until now. |
was in lllinois for 13 years and he grew up! | didn’t recognize him.

Tina has worked at Lands’ End 30 years. She is an Inventory
Manager. Don worked at Randy’s Auto Repair for 12 years. He
then worked at Symdon Chevrolet in Mount Horeb as an Auto
Technician for 12 years. He is now back at Randy’s in Dodgeville.

While Don was working at his first job, a gas station, Tina went
there very often. Did she go there for gas??? After dating awhile
they attended the lowa County Fair, then to the Garden Gate
Restaurant and then to his apartment where Don got down on one
knee and proposed. They have been happily married 31 years.
They have two sons, AJ and Beau and two new daughter-in-laws.

One reason they like Dodgeville is because of its small town
atmosphere and family is here. They purchased Mary Jean
Thomas’ house on 4338 County Farm Road. They have 3
duplexes and spend much of their spare time on home
improvements. Tina grew up Catholic and Don attended an
independent church here in Dodgeville. They joined our church
because of family and because ours is a friendly, active church.
They like the fellowship hour. Tina is on the Finance Committee
and served as Sunday School Superintendent. She was in
charge of VBS and Christmas services for many years. Don helps
out wherever he is needed.

When told this interview would be in the next church newsletter,
Tina said, “We'll be there to sign autographs!”

We are thankful and happy that they both are a part of our church
family. God bless you.




¥ ALLTOGETHER NOW

TRUSTEE BOILER UPDATE

Installation of the boiler is going very well. Our contractor has all
the pipes welded, gas lines installed and is busy working on
getting the chimney in place. We should soon be able to use the
new boiler.

We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to the boiler
fund and supported our fundraisers with your prayers and
donations of money, food and time. We raised $1,167 at our
November breakfast. Thank you!

We will continue our fundraising efforts with a Pancake Breakfast
on December 10" from 8:00AM to 11:00AM. We hope you can
join us. The current balance of the boiler fund is $29,394.

Thank you very much! Questions may be directed to Jan
Aschliman at 574-9619.




Celebrate!

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3 - Scott Godfrey

4 - Keith Bowers

5 - Ken Dobson

5 - Mylee Mulder

8 - Mary Terrill
12 - Denise Tolzman
13 - Earl Welsh
DECEMBER 14 - Kevin Houck
ANNIVERSARIES 14 - James Short
15 — Nicholas Johnsrud
29 — Dale & Nancy Mortimer 17 — lvy Wilson
31 — Art & Margaret Humbert 19 — Holly Starr

20 — Mary Wilson

22 — Robin Digman

22 — Dawn Van Epps

23 — Rosemary Edwards
29 — Mary Lou Oxnem
31 — Julie Colden

Poinsettia Orders
Opportunities to order Poinsettias for display in the
sanctuary during the Christmas season will be offered
November 26" — December 10"". Those who order plants
may take them home after the Christmas Eve service or
the Sunday after.

PLEASE PRAY:
Kathy Bryant, Robin Peterson, Cody, John Schwartz,
Hannah Thomas, Marilyn Liddle, Anna Olson, Eileen,
Joyce, Georgiq, Lois Dobson, Candy, Kim Crubaugh,
Rosemary Edwards, John Hvlac, Keith Henry




Giving/Attendance Stats

Week | Attendance | Offering
November
1 109 $5,238
2 87 $3,655
3 96 $2,540
4 n/a $
CHRISTMAS EVE
CANDLE SERVICE TIMES:
LIGHTING
CEREMONY 5:00 PM
Ridgeway:
Compassionate Grace Service
Friends will be
holding a Candle 7:00 PM
Lighting Contemporary
Ceremony on P Service
Sunday,
December 10" at o 9:00 PM
6:00 PM at Traditional
DUMC. Service

Food, Fun
& Fr./‘el?a/\S %

Adult Fellowship will meet on Thursday, December 14 at
6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Please bring a dish to share,
table service and beverages will be provided. If you have a
favorite Christmas reading, please bring it with

you. Questions can be directed to Ron & Bobbi Butteris 935-
2693 or Charlie & Louise Price 935-7224.




FHinancial Report

Financial Summary Sheet 2017

Budgeted Items
Current Month = October
Excluding all income and expenses related to the boiler project

Month Income $11,973
Month Expenses Paid $14,137
Net Income for the Month $(2,164)
*Apportionments Paid (80 percent) S 1,472
(included in Monthly Expenses Paid)

**Unpaid Appotionments S 330

Year Totals throught Current Month
Excluding all income and expenses related to the boiler project

Years Income $111,079
Years Expenses Paid $122,086
Net Income for the Year $ (11,007)
*Apportionments Paid (80 percent) S 14,891
(included in Years Expenses Paid)

**Unpaid Approtionments S 3,129

Boiler Project Update

Estimated Expenses $ 36,000
(removal of old boiler, asbetos abatement, installation of new
boiler)

Total raised through November 15 S 30,072
Fundraising expenses (supplies) S 678
Net Income raised S 29,394

Operation Christmas Child
We were able to pack and ship 100 shoe boxes.
Thanks to all who participated!!




GIVING
God at Work!

for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill
his good purpose. (Philippians 2:13)

How we invite God to work in us is to become increasingly
more like Christ in the process called discipleship. Its aimis to
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus, but this usually comes
in stages of commitment whether it be prayer, presence,
service, witness, or giving.

There are four stages of giving. In Stage 1, people spend on
themselves and then to give to God from what is left over.
They usually give little or nothing. They are not ready to
commit.

In Stage 2, people take responsibility and wonder what equal
shares of the goal (e.g., church budget) are. Of course, this
fails to recognize that households have different levels of
resources. People at this stage are ready to give regularly and
many of them pledge.

In Stage 3, people want to put God first in their lives, even if
they must change spending habits and attitudes toward having
things. They understand that an offering to God is intended to
be a sacrifice. They look to move toward tithing, giving ten
percent of their income to God, by increasing the percentage of
income they give each year.

In Stage 4, people want to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world. They see even what they
spend on their own needs to be support for their discipleship.
Often, their giving to church exceeds the 10 percent tithing
mark.

Where are you in your discipleship journey? Is this the year,
you make a change? Let’s pray for one another as we grow
together.

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation




Remembering Our Methodist Heritage —
Christmas Conference

“The name given to the conference at which the Methodist
Episcopal Church in America was formally organized. The
conference began on December 24, 1784, and lasted until

January 2 or 3, 1785, at the
Lovely Lane Chapel in
Baltimore, Maryland.
Because of meeting through
the Christmas period, the
conference has traditionally
been called the Christmas
Conference. It was at this

conference that John Wesley's mstructlons for the new church
were received and approved. Thomas Coke was received as
general superintendent. Francis Asbury, designated as a
general superintendent by Wesley, was elected to the office by
the ministers present and consecrated. Ministers were
ordained, and ministerial appointments to churches and
circuits were made. The initial policies for the new church were
chosen. The founding date of 1784 for The United Methodist
Church comes from this meeting of the Christmas
Conference.”

Source: A Dictionary for United Methodists, Alan K. Waltz,
Copyright 1991, Abingdon Press. Used by permission.

CHOIR NOTES

The choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, December 3™ and
Sunday, December 17" at the regular time of service. We will
rehearse at 8:15 AM in the Chapel/Music room on those
Sundays. We will also sing at the Candlelight Christmas Eve
Service at 9:00 PM. We will rehearse at 8:15 PM before that
service. We welcome new and/or returning members at any time.
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Community Bellicim
Board

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER
Monday, December 25", 12:00-1:30 PM at Culver’s.
Reservations: for a delivered meal, or to eat at Culver’s, call at
930-3392. Monetary donations at the door will be used for the
cost of the meal.

11™" Annual Spectacular Spectacular!
Saturday, December 2 at 5:30PM
Barneveld Lutheran Church

Christmas Cookie and Candy Sale
Faith Lutheran Church, Mineral Point
Saturday, December 2"

7:30 AM to 2:00 PM

Dodgeville Kiwanis Community Holiday Concert & Dinner
Dodger Bowl
Monday, December 11" at 6:00 PM
Michael Massey and vocalist Francie Phelps

Upland Hills Health Hospital Auxiliary
LOVE LIGHTS
Purchase a “light” on the Love Lights display to honor or
remember a loved one. For more information call the
hospital Community Relations Department
at 930-7200, ext. 4820

SANTA SECRET SHOP
December 2 and 9
8:30 AM - 1:30 PM



Our Annual Giving Tree is located in the Narthex. To
participate, please take an ornament from the tree and purchase

the item listed on it as a gift to a resident at

Upland Hills Health Nursing Home.
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