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Welcome 2018 – Who We Are As a Church! 
This newsletter will make its way out to everyone in the waning 
days of 2017. In honor of the new year, both Grace and 
Dodgeville UMCs will be having a service modeled after John 
Wesley’s Covenant Renewal Service. It will be a wonderful 
opportunity to renew our covenant with God, and welcome in 
2018! 
 
In the latter part of January and the early part of February during 
our worship services, we will be reviewing the mission 
statement, vision statement, core values, and strategy for our 
church. On May 25th, 2017 the Dodgeville United Methodist 
Church administrative council approved the following: 
 
Our Mission: The mission of Dodgeville United Methodist Church is 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 
Our Vision: God’s vision for Dodgeville UMC—how we will 
accomplish the United Methodist mission—calls us to: 
§ Love God (Deuteronomy 6:5, Matthew 22:37-38) 
§ Love People (Leviticus 19:18, Matthew 22:39-40) 
§ Serve God by serving others (Matthew 20:26b-28) 

 
These three simple phrases help us stay focused on what is 
important…getting to know God, serving God, and helping others 
understand and experience God. 
 
Core Values: 

· Christ-Centered: Focused on the life, teachings, and ministry 
of Jesus proclaimed in the New Testament. 



 

  

· Biblically-rooted: Encourages spiritually-alive, faithful study 
of the Bible using tools of devotion and scholarship 
appropriate to a diverse body of people. 

· Kind-hearted: A joyful and loving congregation that 
experiences the grace of God in Jesus Christ in personal and 
positive ways. 

· Open-minded: A place where people search, think, question, 
and honestly express their growing experience of the faith in 
an accepting and affirming atmosphere and without fear of 
judgment. 

· Mission-directed: Continuing the strong sense of mission that 
has been part of our identity, both in terms of mission to the 
Dodgeville community and mission in the world.  

· Connection-committed: As part of The United Methodist 
Church global connection, we see ourselves as a 
leader/supporter of the global ministries in which we share. 

 
Our Strategy: The Dodgeville United Methodist Church faith 
community is becoming a congregation of people who: 

· Invite people to experience the love of God and become 
disciples of Jesus Christ through invitational evangelism. 

· Equip disciples to be agents of God's reconciling love in the 
world. (Ephesians 4:12) 

· Care for one another in Christian community. (Acts 2:42-47) 
· Send disciples as servants of Christ to participate in God's 

transformation of the world.  
(Matthew 28:16-20) 

 
This document will serve as our guiding principle as we think 
about new ministries for the church, contemplate a change to 
the way that we run the church, or whenever we need to make 
a key decision for the church community. May God bless you in 
the upcoming year! 
 
         
    ~ Pastor Jim 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

 

 
  

 
2018 Church Leadership 

 
DODGEVILLE UMC CHURCH COUNCIL: 
 
Chairperson:     Denise Tolzman 
Recording Secretary:    Jan Kirschbaum 
Lay Leader:     Terry Edwards 
Lay Leader to Annual Conference:  OPEN 
Staff/Parish Relations Committee Chair: Mary Ellen Schultze 
Trustees Chair:     Jan Aschliman 
Finance Committee Co-Chairs:  John Aschliman 
      Tina Smith  
Treasurer:     Lois Leffler 
Financial Secretary:    Sandy Alexander 
Wills & Memorials Committee Chair:  
Missions and Outreach:   Juanita Starr 
UMW President:    Charlene Mingst 
Youth Representative:    Bethany Harman 
Members at Large:    Jeff Dux (2018) 
      Tom Harman (2019) 
      Steve Colden (2020) 
     
DODGEVILLE UMC REQUIRED COMMITTEES 

 
Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
Mary Ellen Schultze (2018), chair 
Peg Trankle (2018) 
John Houck (2019) 
Jodi Vanderloo (2019) 
OPEN (2020) 
OPEN (2020) 
 
Trustees Committee 
Jim Short (2018) 
Tonia Puckett (2018) 
Chip Forrest (2018) 
Jan Aschliman (2019), chair 
Charlie Price (2019) 
Doug Digman (2019) 
Kevin Kirschbaum (2020) 
Jeff Starr (2020) 
Ron Butteris (2020) 
 

Stewardship & Finance 
Committee 
Deb Short (2018) 
Rachel Dees (2018) 
Tina Smith (2019) 
John Aschliman (2019) 
OPEN (2020) 
Nic Johnsrud (2020) 
Treasurer: Lois Leffler 
Financial Secretary: Sandy 
Alexander 
Will & Memorial Chair:  
Office Manager: [Carla Pustina] 
 



  
2018 Church Leadership (continued) 

 
Nominations & Lay Leadership Committee 
Sarah Godfrey (2018) 
Bobbi Butteris (2019) 
Martha Boyer (2020) 
Pastor Jim, chair 
 
DODGEVILLE UMC ADDITION COMMITTEES AND 
LEADERSHIP POSITIONS: 
 
UMW Executive Board  
Charlene Mingst, president 
Jeanne Kapotas, vice-president 
Nancy Mortimer, secretary 
Robin Digman, treasurer 
 
Wills and Memorials Committee 
Shirley Lewis (2018) 
Ron Butteris (2018) 
Charlene Mingst (2019) 
Mary Jean Thomas (2019) 
Jeanne Kapotas (2020) 
Rose Hickman (2020) 
Wanda McCutchin, treasurer 
Cathryn Tredinnick, chair emeritus 
 
Membership Care & Concern Committee 
Mary Aschliman 
Terry Edwards, chair 
Nancy Mortimer 
Julie Udelhoven 
Dawn Van Epps 
Pastor Jim Droste, ex officio 
 
Home Communion Team 
Sandy Alexander 
Jan Aschliman 
Charlene Mingst 
Nancy Mortimer 
Dona Ray 
Mary Ellen Schultze 
Carol Thomas 
Mary Jean Thomas  

Stewardship Grant Committtee 
Ron Butteris 
Rachel Dees, co-chair 
Penny Edwards, co-chair 
Deb Short 
Pastor Jim Droste, ex officio 
 
Feeding Friends Steering Committee 
Juanita Starr 
Jeff Starr 
Jim Droste, co-chair 
Julia Harman 
Joylynn Graham, co-chair 
Joyce Widder 
Eileen Frank, Mary Crook 

Worship Committee 
Penny Edwards 
Rose Hickman 
Melissa Mulder 
Dawn Van Epps 
Matt Harman 
 
Hospitality Team Coordinator 
Sandy Alexander 



 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   

REMEMBERING OUR METHODIST HERITAGE –  
COVENANT RENEWAL SERVICE 

 
In 1663 Richard Alleine, a Puritan, published Vindiciae Pietatis:  
or, “A Vindication of Godliness in the Greater Strictness and 
Spirituality of It”. In 1753, it was again published in John 
Wesley's A Christian Library. Wesley used one chapter, "The 
Application of the Whole," on Monday, August 11, 1755, in what 
probably was the first real celebration of the Covenant Service in 
the Methodist movement. 
 
 Wesley found the service rich and meaningful, as expressed in 
his Journal: "Many mourned before God, and many were 
comforted" (April 1756); "It was, as usual, a time of remarkable 
blessing" (October 1765). "It was an occasion for a variety of 
spiritual experiences ... I do not know that ever we had a greater 
blessing. Afterwards many desired to return thanks, either for a 
sense of pardon, for full salvation, or for a fresh manifestation of 
His graces, healing all their backslidings" (January 1, 1775). In 
London these services were usually held on New Year's Day. 
Around the country the Covenant Service was conducted 
whenever John Wesley visited the Methodist Societies. 
 
 After the time of Wesley several versions of the Covenant 
Service were developed, gradually giving Wesley's material less 
place in the total service. The present service follows our Basic 
Pattern of worship, enables the congregation to participate more 
fully, and updates language. Most significant, the liturgy 
beginning with the Invitation is taken directly from Wesley's 
service of 1780. 
 
The Covenant Service is most commonly held on New Year's 
Eve or Day and therefore is sometimes called a Watch Night 
Service. Historically, a Watch Night Service would be three hours 
or longer, including readings from Scripture and hymn singing. 
 
—from the Discipleship Ministries website of The United 
Methodist Church 

 



 
  

Giving/Attendance Stats 
DECEMBER 

Week Attendance Offering 
1 103 $4,774 
2 103 $2,994 
3 94 $2,791 
4 85 $3,152 

Christmas Eve 68/110 $2,874 
5 n/a n/a 

 

BOILER FUND APPRECIATION 

On behalf of everyone on the Administrative Council, we would 
like to thank everyone for efforts this past year in helping us raise 
dollars for the boiler fund. 2017 has been a year of everyone 
working together to make sure we have a warm church this winter.  
The trustees have worked extremely hard to make sure we were 
diligent with our funds as we start the project.  The entire 
congregation has found it within their families to provide dollars for 
this project.  We have had many that have provided and attended 
the various fundraisers that we have held.  My hope is that we can 
be close or have surpassed our $36,000 goal by year end. I wish 
each of you a blessed Christmas and I look forward to 2018. 
Denise Tolzman—chair.     

  

CHILI COOK OFF FUNDRAISER 
 

A Chili Cook Off fundraiser will be held in Dodgeville on 
February 6th at Grace Lutheran Church, 1105 Bequette St. from 

5:30-7 pm. Proceeds will go towards our  
Habitat builds and repairs. 



 
  

January Anniversaries 
 

Please Pray for: 
 

Kathy Bryant, Robin Peterson, 
Cody, John Schwartz, 
Hannah Thomas, Marilyn 
Liddle, Anna Olson, Eileen, 
Joyce, Georgia, Lois Dobson, 
Candy, Kim Crubaugh, 
Rosemary Edwards, John 
Hvlac, Keith Henry 

UMW NEWS 
 
There is no scheduled meeting for our unit of United Methodist 
Women in January—however the February meeting is 
scheduled for the very first day of February—7:00 PM in 
Fellowship Hall.  
 
There are also no Circle meetings scheduled in January. They 
will resume in February. 

 

1 - Nicholas Houck 
2 – Laney Harman  
4 - Lois Dobson 
4 – Melissa Mulder 
4 - Charlene Mingst 
4 - Lois Wieland 
8 – Shane Carroll 
9 - Bobbi Butteris 
9 – Alex Harman 
10 - Steve Colden 
11 - Dale Mortimer 
12 - Dacotah Starr 
21 - Zach Tolzman 
22 - Penny Edwards 
25 - Julie Udelhoven 
28 - Judy Strutt 
 

JANUARY 

12 - Ron & Bobbi Butteris 

CHOIR NOTES 

The choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, January 7 
and Sunday, January 21. We will rehearse on 
Wednesday, January 3 at 7:00 PM. We will also 
rehearse at 8:15 on the Sundays that we sing. New 
and/or returning members are always welcome. 
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