
 
  
D

odgeville U
nited M

ethodist C
hurch 

327 N
orth Iow

a Street 
D

odgeville, W
I  53533 

P
repared especially for…

 

N
ew

sletter 
February 2018 

M
em

bers & Friends of D
U

M
C

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Lent 2018 – “Linking the Old  
           and New Testaments” 
 
I hope you have found the sermon series that  
reviews our mission statement, vision statement, 
core values, and strategy as Dodgeville United  
Methodist Church to be helpful as we think about  
what it means to be the church for ourselves and, most 
importantly, our community. At the beginning of each new year, 
after the completion of the Christmas season, we will have this 
review again so that we might grow increasingly more familiar with 
that which guides our church, its ministries, and its operations. We 
now turn to the season of Lent culminating with the celebration of 
Easter. 
 
This year the Christian calendar will intersect  
with the broader cultural calendar in some  
interesting ways this year. Ash Wednesday,  
the day that kicks off the Lenten season, will  
be on February 14th. Yes, the day we gather  
for a somber service of worship (at 6:30 at  
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ), we may also 
be seeking to spend time with someone we care about and love. 
 
Does this mean that we order grey roses for Valentine’s Day? 
Does this mean that we put some pink or red glitter is the ashes 
for Ash Wednesday? No! But, Ash Wednesday is meant for us to 
take some time to pause and think about the spiritual preparation 
that is to take place  during the season of Lent.  
 
          Easter this year will fall on April 1st. Yes, we 
         will be celebrating the resurrection of Jesus 
         Christ on April Fool’s Day. I have already  
         had to endure the jokes from my non- 
         Christian friends. Ugh. The last time this took 
         place was in 1956. So what will be happening  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
during this Lenten season from Ash Wednesday (February 
14th) to Easter Sunday (April 1st)? 
 
Let’s first look at our Sunday services. During the Sundays of 
Lent, we will be looking at the common threads that can be 
found in the various selections for each week in the Revised 
Common Lectionary. What’s Revised Common Lectionary? It 
is a weekly set of texts put together by various Christian 
denomination used by pastors all over the world. 
 
For example, on February 17th/18th, there will be three 
scriptures read during our service: Genesis 9:8-17, Mark 1:9-
15 and 1 Peter 3:18-22. Each reading has something to teach 
us about the importance of covenant when it comes to our 
relationship with God. We’ll explore: covenant, faith, worship, 
life, and death…seeing how these themes weave their way 
throughout scripture. I know the Old Testament can be a 
difficult read, and it can sometimes so much different than the 
New Testament. I am hoping to show some ways that certain 
themes and idea weave their way throughout the Bible. 
 
During Wednesdays in Lent starting February 21st, we will be 
having an evening service of prayer and Communion in the 
Owens Memorial Chapel of Dodgeville UMC at 6:00PM. There 
won’t be a sermon, but there will be an emphasis on communal 
singing and community prayer. It will be an opportunity for us 
to take a break in our week and spend some time with God 
together. 
 
The Lenten season is often a time when folks “give something 
up” for Lent…coffee, candy, smoking, drinking. It’s usually 
some bad habit. That’s a good thing. But, I encourage you to 
also use this Lenten season to add something new into your 
life. Daily prayer. Daily scripture reading. Regular worship. May 
this Lenten season be, for you, a time of spiritual preparation. 
         
        ~ Pastor Jim 
 



 

  

Remembering Our Methodist Heritage: “The Method of Early 
Methodism: The Oxford Holy Club”   

Excerpts of a UMC.org feature by Joe Iovino 
 

When John Wesley was a student at Christ Church (no one calls it Christ 
Church College), he longed for a group with whom he could share his spiritual 
growth. As a student, he never quite found what he was looking for. When his 
brother Charles arrived in Oxford to study at Christ Church, John may have 
hoped that being in the same town would give them opportunity to support one 
another in their discipleship. Their mom Susanna had instilled in her children a 
routine of spiritual accountability from an early age. 
 
Unfortunately, that didn’t quite work. Charles fell into a routine similar to 
other college students, putting his spiritual growth on hold. John, now studying 
to become ordained a priest in the Church of England, was elected a fellow at 
Lincoln College, a smaller college in Oxford. As a fellow, Wesley was 
guaranteed a room, meals, students to teach, and an annual stipend for life, as 
long as he remained unmarried. 
 
At the request of his father, the Rev. Samuel Wesley, rector (lead pastor) of St. 
Andrew’s Church in Epworth, John went home to serve as the curate (associate 
pastor) in the congregation in which he and his brothers and sisters were 
raised. One day, John received a letter from Charles. “I … awoke out of my 
lethargy,” his younger brother wrote of his renewed desire to focus on his 
spiritual growth. He also asked fo r tips on keeping a spiritual journal, a 
practice John found helpful. 
 
John soon traveled to Oxford to visit his brother. A few weeks after his arrival 
back in Epworth, Lincoln College asked him to return to his residence on 
campus and resume his duties as a fellow. Reunited in Oxford, the brothers 
periodically met with Charles’ friend William Morgan for prayer, Bible study, 
and conversation. They also received the Lord's Supper at least once a week, 
earning them the nickname “Sacramentarians.” 
 
   Slowly, more Oxford students joined the group.  
   Morgan invited fellow members to join him in 
      visiting the Castle prison on the outskirts of town. 
   After their first visit, John and Charles vowed to 
   return at least weekly to visit the debtors and 
   felons incarcerated there.  
 
Later, Morgan suggested the group also join him in other ministries with which 
he was involved. Soon these young Oxford men were teaching children, 
visiting the elderly, and caring for the poor as part of their regular activities. 
Other students noticed them, but didn’t understand their zeal. They gave the 
group mocking nicknames including, Bible-moths, The Holy Club,  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHOIR “NOTES” 
The choir will rehearse on Wednesday, January 31 at 7:00 PM. 
We are scheduled to sing on February 4th and February 18th. We 
will rehearse at 8:00 AM on those Sundays. We welcome new 
and/or returning members at any time. 

 

Supererogation-Men, and Methodists. Undeterred, they continued their 
meetings and ministries. 
 
The Holy Club, as this group is most often referred to today, was 
adopting a holistic approach to their Christian formation. They studied 
the Bible, prayed, and worshiped together. They also served together, 
reaching out to those in their community who were in the most need. 
The Methodist movement was, in a sense, a replication of this group to 
help others grow as leaders in discipleship for the church. The focus on 
both love of God and neighbor expressed in everyday actions, was a 
centerpiece of early Methodism, and continues today. 

 

January Attendance/Giving 
Date Attendance Offering 

1/7/18 88 $11,152 
1/14/18 72 $4,045 
1/21/18 79 $1,785 
1/28/18   

 

PRAYER CHAIN 
Thank you to Rosemary Edwards for an excellent job as Prayer 
Chain Chairperson.  She served very successfully in that position 
for many years.  Anyone who would want to be on the Prayer 
Chain is welcome to join.  Please contact the new chairperson, 
Kim Roble at 935-5303.  This is a rewarding concern that will 
support our church members. 

 

RIDGEWAY GRACE UMW 
The Ridgeway Grace UMW will be meeting 

February 6th at 2:00 PM. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN EVENTS 

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend 
these “happenings”! 

 
Our first unit meeting of the New Year is scheduled for 
Thursday, February 1 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. The 
Executive Board will meet at 6:30 PM in the Library. The 
program will be the Installation of Officers and other members of 
the Executive Board for 2018. The refreshments will be 
provided by the officers. 
  
The Evening Star Circle is scheduled to meet on Monday, 
February 12 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. 
 
The Grace Post Circle is scheduled to meet on Monday, 
February 19 at 1:30 PM at the Country Kitchen restaurant. 
 
Looking ahead to March—our UMW unit will be hosting the 
annual World Day of Prayer Service here at DUMC on Friday, 
March 2, 2018. The time of the service will be determined at our 
meeting. The other churches participating in the service are: St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church, Grace Lutheran Church, and 
Plymouth United Church of Christ. The theme for this years’ 
service is: “ALL God’s Creation Is Very Good!” 

 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
Adult Fellowship is looking for new leadership with fresh ideas 
for 2018.  Responsibilities include reserving Fellowship Hall for 
the monthly meetings (April through November), submitting 
meeting information to the office to be printed in the newsletter 
and bulletin, securing programs, setting up the dining room, 
making beverages for the meetings and cleaning up.  You can 
request the membership to assist with some of these duties.  If 
you are interested please contact either Louise Price 935-7224 
or Bobbi Butteris 935-2693.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2017 Financial Report 
 
2017 Revenue = $172,240 (+14% to 2016) 

· $132,648 tithe income (-3% to 2016) 
· $32,137 boiler fund 
· $3,830 building use (+35% to 2016) 
· $3,625 other (loose plate, misc income, etc) 

 
2017 Expenses = $173,959 (+10% to 2016) 

· $86,651 Personnel (below last year and under budget) 
· $59,968 Property ($34,000 = boiler, over last year and budget) 
· $17,865 Apportionments (below last year and on budget) 
· $5,027 Program Ministries Property (below last year and on budget) 
· $4,446 General administration (below last year and under budget) 

 
Highlights 

· We broke even!!! OK, there was a variance of $1,719 but in a year that 
included a boiler installation, we are calling that a win! 

· While overall revenue increased significantly to last year, it was driven out of 
fundraising.  Tithe income actually decreased slightly.  Ideally, tithe income 
would sustain or grow to relieve some pressure from fundraising. 

· With the exception of the boiler project, all expense categories were below 
last year and on budget. 

· A stewardship grant was written. 
· A successful stewardship campaign allowed the 2018 budget to be based on 

the forecasted revenue. 
· The boiler project was completed.  Like any construction project there were 

some challenges along the way, but the trustees worked hard to keep the 
project on track.  Although they diligently secured donations of services and 
materials from the local community and completed much of the work 
themselves, final expenses are estimated to be approximately $40,000.     

o 2016 – Purchased boiler for $4,500.  Paid out of the general fund. 
o 2017 – Installation expenses were estimated at $36,000.  Fundraising 

ensued, raising over $32,000!  $30,875 has been paid so far, with 
approximately $10,000 in expenses remaining to be paid.   

o 2018 – Fundraising will continue and other financial alternatives 
will be explored. 

·   This is an exciting time in the life of the church.  All committees are 
working hard to be financially responsible to position the church for growth 
and continued ministry. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Finance Committee Co-Chairs 
Tina Smith and John Aschliman   
 



 
  A VISIT WITH JULIE AND JEFF ATHEY 

Interview by Jeanne Kapotas 
 

   Julie and Jeff grew up in the Cedar Rapids 
   area in Iowa.  Jeff graduated Cornell  
   College in Mt. Vernon, Iowa.  After student 
   teaching he became Dodgeville’s High  
   School principal for 27 years.  He now is the 
   superintendent elementary principal in  
   Patch Grove, WI.  Julie attended Kirkwood 
   school for dentistry and worked in that  
   occupation until they moved to Dodgeville.  
Since then she has worked at Linens and Accents, Lands’ End 
and in the medical facility at the old General Hospital.  For the 
last 20 years she has worked at Crestridge in Dodgeville where 
she is very well loved by all the residents.   
 
She met Jeff while cleaning his teeth at the dentist’s office.  It 
was love at first sight for Jeff.  He asked her out for a date.  She 
declined.  When he came back for his six month checkup he 
asked her again and she accepted.  The rest, so they say, is 
history. 
 
They live in Ridgeway and have two grown sons named Jacob, 
in Verona and Justin in Madison.  They are expecting a second 
grandchild in February.  They also have a very spoiled German 
Shepherd.   
 
Julie likes bargain shopping and is mentoring one of our 
confirmation students.  Jeff enjoys playing the guitar and singing 
in church and at other events.  They both have been active in 
church work in the past.   
 
They like the people in Dodgeville and the small town 
environment for raising a family.  They have always been 
Methodists.  They describe our church as a warm, inviting, 
caring and serving church.  They like the welcoming people, the 
messages and the music.  We are happy and thankful that you 
are a part of our church family, Julie and Jeff.  God bless you. 

 



 
  

A VISIT WITH ROBIN AND DOUG DIGMAN 
Interview by Jeanne Kapotas 

 
   Robin hailed from Belmont and Doug from 
   Platteville.  They met at a farm because of 
   Doug’s work and the encouragement of  
   relatives. Doug proposed to Robin at her 
   mom’s house.  They have been married  
   30 years.  They have two children, Monica 
   27 and Michael 24.  They have a beautiful 
   four month old graddaughter, Emilia.  On 
one of their anniversaries Doug asked Robin where she would 
like to go to celebrate.  She wanted to see the waterfalls up 
North.  This was April 11.  When they arrived they found most 
of the waterfalls frozen!  They moved to Dodgeville in 1988 
because it was halfway between both of their jobs.  Doug has 
been employed at Rayovac in Fennimore for 32 years.  Robin 
has been employed at Klein-Dickert in Madison for 32 years.  
They like Dodgeville because of the small town atmosphere.  
In their spare time they like to do anything outdoors – hunting, 
fishing, swimming, golfing and running.  Doug has been 
involved in many running Marathons, including the Boston 
Marathon twice.  Robin is involved in the Lioness Club and the 
Secret Santa Shop.  The Methodist church is an extension of 
their family.  They have always been Methodists.  Doug is a 
trustee in our church and Robin is treasurer of our UMW 
group.  They have been ivolved in most everhthing in the past 
including Sunday School.  One of the things they like about our 
chuch, amoung other things, is the people.  We are happy and 
thankful that you are part of our church family.  God bless you! 

 

DUMC Family is invited to 
A BABY SHOWER FOR 

London Starr & Jay Gutierrez 
Baby Girl  

due April 19th 
Saturday, February 24th 
1:00-3:00 PM in DUMC  

Fellowship Hall 
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