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          Thoughts and Prayers 
"Don't fail to do something just because you can't 

do everything." - Robert Pierce 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I found this quote while reading the book The Hole in Our Gospel 
by Richard Stearns. He is the CEO for World Vision, and he uses 
this quote to highlight how we can sometimes feel powerless to 
cause any change in the world because the problems in the 
world can get so overwhelming! 
 
On the afternoon of Ash Wednesday (February 14th), I read 
online about the shooting that took place at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. While reading some of 
the initial reports that where being sent out, I continued on with 
my schedule of Feeding Friends and an evening Ash 
Wednesday service. It wasn’t until I got home, that I saw more 
details and read posts on Facebook from fellow pastors that 
were so overcome with grief that they barely found it possible to 
lead worship. I was not overcome with that same level of grief. 
 
Was something wrong with me? I certainly grieve any loss of life, 
but I found myself wondering why it did not affect me in any 
significant way. In a gathering with other pastors on Thursday, 
we actually talked about this event. A colleague said that she 
has almost become numb to these events (given their frequency) 
and they don’t really have the emotional impact that they once 
had. Perhaps that has something to do with it, but I also find 
myself struggling with knowing what I am supposed to do in 
response to an event like this. Yes, my first inclination is to pray. 
Paul writes in Romans: 
 
“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what 
we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless 
groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of 
God.” – Romans 8:26-27 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I know that I should pray, and even when I’m not exactly sure 
what to pray for or how to pray in the aftermath of something like 
this, I do it anyway. I lifted it up in prayers at church meetings, I 
brought it up at our weekend services, it has been a part of my 
own personal prayer time, and I have spent time in conversation 
with others about how we might respond to an event like this. As 
a Christian, prayer seems like a good place to start.  
 
The first reaction that politicians have in response to event like 
this is to say that “thoughts and prayers” go out to the victims’ 
families. Offering this is being viewed as increasingly insincere, 
to the point that I have seen posts on Facebook saying that 
“thoughts and prayers” are useless. I then made the mistake of 
Googling “thoughts and prayers memes.” I don’t suggest doing 
that. It will leave you feeling like your prayers mean nothing. 
They do mean something! And, as you pray, you might also 
find yourself moved to some kind of action, some kind of 
revelation, and/or something that you realize that you might be 
able to do. 
 
In his reflections on this tragedy, our Bishop for the Wisconsin 
Annual Conference, Hee-Soo Jung, shared a letter on our 
conference website. He wrote, “Don’t argue and debate guns. 
Pray with me. Pray for the victims and their families. Pray for the 
shooter and his family. Pray for the communities, the police, the 
teachers, the leadership of a world turned upside down. And 
take action. If you are as saddened and enraged as I am, write 
to your governor, your senators, your representatives, and your 
local officials. Invite them to join us in the Wesleyan injunction to 
first, do NO harm; second, do all the GOOD we can; and last, to 
strive in every way to ground your life in the love and will of 
God.” 
 
It's my hope no matter our political affiliations, our agendas, or 
our blind spots, we might all be able to start there. Let’s start 
with lifting our prayers to God. Let’s be open to dialogue and 
discussion. Let’s open ourselves up to God speaking to us that 
we might find a way that we can respond, especially after a 
tragedy like this. 
 
         
        ~ Pastor Jim 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend 
the following events. 

 
The March meeting of the United Methodist Women is 
scheduled for Thursday, March 1 at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. 
The Executive Board will meet at 6:30 PM in the Library 
preceding the meeting. Martha Boyer will lead us in the annual 
Prayer and Self-Denial program. Louise Price is in charge of 
refreshments. 
 
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, March 12 at 
7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. Shirley Lewis will serve as Hostess 
and Jeanne Kapotas will lead the devotions. 
 
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, March 19 at 1:30 
PM at the Country Kitchen. Jean Leigh will lead the devotions. 
 
We are hosting the annual World Day of Prayer Service which 
will be held on Friday. March 2 at 10:00 AM here at DUMC. The 
other churches participating in the program are: St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church, Grace Lutheran Church, and Plymouth United 
Church of Christ. The theme for this years’ service is: “ALL 
God’s Creation is Very Good!”. 

LENTEN STUDY 
Wednesdays, February 28-March 21 at 6:00 PM at DUMC only 

 
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Palm Sunday: March 25 (regular worship time) 

Maunday Thursday, March 29 at 6:00 PM at DUMC 
Joint Meal & Worship Service with Plymouth UCC at DUMC 
 
Good Friday, March 30 at 7:00 PM at Plymouth UCC        
Joint Worship Service at Plymouth UCC 
Easter Sunday: April 1st (regular worship time) at DUMC 



 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT MONTH JANUARY 
 
Monthly Income  $    18,749 
Monthly Expenses Paid $    14,622 
Net Income for month $       4,126 
Apportionments Paid     $       1,820  
Unpaid Apportionments  $          185 
 
YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 
Years Income  $  
Years Expenses Paid $  
Net Income for Year $      
Apportionments Paid $    
Unpaid Apportionments $       
 
TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $24,060 @ 90% = $21,660 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 2,005 @ 90% =  $1,805 

 

 UMW events… 
 
March 23, 2018 is the annual “Day of Giving” which supports 
The Legacy Fund of UMW. This fund “supports the 
continuation of United Methodist Women service and 
advocacy for women, children, and youth from this generation 
to the next”. This day is designated as the “matching funds” 
day—every $1.00 given will doubled –for more information on 
how to ensure that your gift will make the greatest impact 
please see Robin Digman or Charlene Mingst. 
 
Looking ahead to April—the annual Spring Rummage and 
Bake Sale is scheduled for April 13-14. The “set-up” dates will 
be April 11-12. We will need many “hands” to make this event 
successful -please put these dates on your calendar and let us 
know if you have some time to share. Sign-up sheets will be 
placed in Fellowship Hall later this month. Thank you. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHURCH 
  
We recently shared with Stewardship leaders, this service of 
the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation.  Now we share it 
with you.  
 
By preparing a will, you can extend your Christian stewardship 
beyond your lifetime. In addition to providing for your family’s 
needs, your will can direct how your assets will continue to 
support the missions and ministries you have supported in life.  
 
A simple, cost-effective way to do it is to insert this text in your 
wills: "After all my bills are paid, I want [x] percent of my estate 
to go to the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation, Inc., to be 
used for such exempt purposes of the Foundation as are 
provided in a specific written instrument.”   
 
Then you provide the Foundation with a letter of instruction that 
says, “In accordance with the will I have prepared, I have 
designated that [x] percent of my estate will be given to charity. 
The Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation, Inc. has been 
designated to receive this bequest. I request the Foundation to 
distribute this bequest as follows:”  
 
You may then specify percentages to be given to a specific 
United Methodist church, Wisconsin UM health or welfare 
ministry, UM college or seminary, specific missionary or local 
community outreach organization. In fact any religious or not-
for-profit organization.   
 
You may want to spend some time praying and thinking about 
the kinds of ministries that you have a calling to support. UM 
Global Ministries has a browsable, searchable list of mission 
projects by category, region, focus area, population served, etc.   
My wife, Pastor Barbara Wells, and I recently added this 
provision to our will to remember the causes we support. 
 
If you need assistance with preparing your letter of instruction 
or wish to know more about leaving a gift to your favorite 
church or charitable organization, contact the Wisconsin United 
Methodist Foundation tollfree at 1-888-903-9863 or email us at 
wumf@wumf.org. Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist 
Foundation 



 

 

 

 
  

CHOIR NOTES 
 
The choir will rehearse on Wednesday, February 28 at 
7:00 PM in the Chapel/Music Room. We are scheduled to 
sing on March 4 and March 18. We will rehearse at 8:00 AM 
on those Sundays. We welcome new and/or returning 
members at any time. 
 

 

 
Please Pray: 

 
Kathy Bryant, Robin Peterson, Cody, John Schwartz, Hannah 
Thomas, Marilyn Liddle, Anna Olson, Eileen, Joyce, Georgia, Lois 
Dobson, Candy, Kim Crubaugh, Rosemary Edwards, John Hvlac, 
Keith Henry, Jacob & Ashley Athey,  Bill Wilson, Ivy Wilson, Janice 
Steinhoff family, Alan Jewell, Family of Ora Kasten 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

Friday, March 2nd  at 10:00 AM 
In DUMC Sanctuary 

 
ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR FEBRUARY: 

 
Date   #   Offering  
 
February 4  66   $2,786 
February 11  85   $4,410 
February 18  90   $1,845 
February 25  n/a   $  n/a 

 



 

  

 
     A VISIT WITH PENNY AND TERRY EDWARDS 

  Interview by Jeanne Kapotas 
 
      Both Penny and Terry lived most of their  
      lives in Dodgeville and graduated from  
      DHS. Terry earned a Mass    
      Communications Degree at La Crosse UW.  
      He was employed at Strongs-M&I-BMO Bank 
for 40 years. He retired in January of 2017. 
Penny was a Legal Secretary for 10 years. After the family was 
grown she attended UW Platteville where she earned a degree 
in Elementary Education. She taught 3rd grade in Ridgeway for 
20 years and retired in 2016. 
 
Terry met Penny at Strong’s Bank. (She always made it a point 
to go to his window when she had business there.) On the night 
he proposed to her, Terry arranged for a nice dinner at The 
Spring Green Restaurant and a walk around Twin Valley Lake. 
Dinner ran late, so he was a little worried about getting to the 
Park before closing. He made it in time to propose. They have 
been happily married for 38 years. 
 
They have two sons, Nathan and daughter-in-law Cassie who 
live in Oshkosh, and Matthew and daughter-in-law Amber who 
live in Milwaukee. In their spare time they enjoy running, golf, 
guitar, taking piano lessons and travel, which they will be doing 
more of in the future. 
 
Terry has been a lifelong member of DUMC and Penny 
transferred her membership here after they married in 1979. 
They describe our church as being a great environment for 
friendship, support, caring and a welcoming family atmosphere. 
They like the dinners, breakfasts, families coming together, the 
music and the tremendous variety. Terry is a Lay leader in our 
church, is on the Membership Care Committee, and is the Head 
Volunteer Mopper. Penny is on the Stewardship Grant 
Committee, the Worship Committee, and is a Volunteer 
Custodian. Terry says she is also his supervisor. 
 
We are very fortunate and thankful that you both are a part of 
our church family. Thank you for sharing. God bless you both! 
 

 



 

 
 

To our DUMC family, 
 
We were surprised and touched to 
receive a lovely note of appreciation 
and gifts cards from the congregation 
during worship on January 21.  As we 
continue to volunteer our custodial 
services to the church, we wish to 
extend our gratitude to the Trustees 
and to so many others who help keep 
the building and grounds clean, safe, 
and in good repair.  We are truly 
blessed to be part of this special 
church family! 
 

Terry & Penny Edwards 

March Birthdays 
 

2 – Phil Udelhoven 
7 – Rachel Dees 
7 - Julia Harman  
8 – Stu Miller  
10 – Mary Aschliman 
15 – Johnathon Butteris 
15 - Dallas Starr  
20 – Nora Johnsrud 
30 - Jeff Athey  
 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
 Thank you for thinking 
of us and your appreciation for 
what we try to do to keep our 
church the way we all want it to 
look. 
 
 Your Friends, 
 Jon & Peg Trankle 
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