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Prepared especially for…

Dodgeville UMC & Grace UMC:
Sister Congregations
Dodgeville United Methodist Church and Grace (Ridgeway) United
Methodist Church together form a charge. The word charge is lingo
that we use in The United Methodist Church to refer to two or more
congregations that are served by one pastor. While each
congregation has its own separate worship services and ministries,
depending on the relationship between the
two churches, there are shared ministries and
programs that can happen as well. Our two
churches are certainly different in many ways.
Dodgeville UMC has around 200 members;
Grace has 18. Dodgeville currently worships
Grace (Ridgeway) United Methodist Church
in a church that was built in 70s. Grace’s
church was built in 20s. Grace worships on Saturday evenings,
and Dodgeville worships on Sunday mornings. Grace raises funds
by selling pasties each month, and Dodgeville has a church dinner
and a pie social to raise some additional funds. These differences
to do not mean that we can’t be in community and fellowship with
one another whenever possible.
When I look at our newsletter and I look at our website, it
sometimes difficult to even know that there is a United Methodist
Church in Ridgeway, too. Since I have been pastor here, I have
tried to raise awareness of the members of Grace church and to
raise up their ministries. So, I thought I might share some of the
new developments at Grace United Methodist Church in
Ridgeway. I would also like to share some of the ways that we can
support one another.
While Grace currently worships in the basement of the church
because of mobility concerns with some of our members, we

Have been talking in earnest about ways to allow access to the
second floor of the church. We are still in the process of
determining the most cost-effective options for doing this.
Dodgeville United Methodist Church

Grace has also submitted a
grant, and are waiting to hear
back, which will cover up to
50% of the cost of a
remodeling project for the
restroom. They are looking to
convert the two very small
restrooms we currently have
into one, larger, handicap-accessible bathroom. They are also in
discussion about ways that they can make the second floor of
our church handicap accessible.
For the past several months, they have been having regular
church council meetings to talk about ways that we can branch
out into the community that surrounds us.
I would encourage members of both churches to take the
opportunity to get to know those who are a part of the other
church. So, how can we get to know one another better and be
in ministry with one another?
1. Be Aware of One Another’s Events -- We try to do our best
to advertise each church’s events with the other, but we need
your help, too! Check out the newsletter and the website to see
what is going on at the other church. Eat at their dinners. Attend
their events. Help them to get the word out!
2. If you can’t make one church’s service because of
scheduling, consider going to the other -- Grace has worship
on Saturday evening at 5:00PM. They also have a potluck dinner
afterward each night! Dodgeville worships on Sunday morning at
9:00AM. If you have a conflict for one of the services, check out
the other. Some parts of the service are the same (sermon,
scripture readings), but there are also some differences.
3. What can we do together? – I would encourage the
leadership of both churches to think about what opportunities
might be available for us to partner up and work together. There
may be community needs in which both Dodgeville and

Ridgeway in which we can work together.
We truly are better together, and we can model the love that
God seeks us to have for our neighbor and for our
neighborhoods when we seek to grow in love with one another
as congregations.
~ Pastor Jim

OPERATION SHOE BOX THANKS YOU
Thank you for your donation of 100 Christmas Child shoeboxes
this past year. The exciting good news is that our area collected
14,150 shoeboxes! Boxes from the upper Midwest region went
to Gabon, Nambia, South Africa, Trinidad, Tobago, 2 sensitive
countries and a group of Native American children in Montana.
The shoebox itself is a gift given in love to an individual child.
Included is a pamphlet about Jesus and presenting the gospel.
The child is invited to a 12 lesson weekly discipleship program,
focusing on accepting Christ and growing in faith. The child is
encouraged to share his/her faith in Jesus.
There is no limit to the power this has to influence family, church
and village. The good news of the gospel is the greatest gift. I
welcome any comments or questions.
Church Relations Volunteer,
Ingrid Mattsson-Boze
E2971 Phylane Rd
Lone Rock, WI 53556-9602

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!!!
The UMW wishes to thank everyone who helped in any way
to make our Spring Rummage and Bake Sale a huge
success!!
We would especially like to thank Barb Phillips who spent
many, many hours helping us get everything ready.
Thank you for the generous donations of rummage items, and
baked goods; and especially to everyone who worked
throughout this 4 day event as it would never have happened
at all without your generous donations of time. (There were a
total of 38 people who helped in one way or another!)
We want to give a huge thank you to the trustees for getting
the tables set up for us, the Saturday “clean-up” crew and
also the Feeding Friends program for your cooperation in
serving the meal in the Narthex.
The monies that we earned will be used to support our church
with donations to the general fund, kitchen supplies and upkeep; community charities and programs, and meet our
pledge to mission to the Wisconsin Conference UMW.
Specific donations will be made to the DUMC, Church Camp
Scholarships, the Youth Mission Trip, the Madison Mission
Chaplaincy, and gift cards to DUMC college students.
Also we are pleased to donate to the Iowa County Food
Pantry, We Care, the Free Clinic and other community and
church programs.
UMW Conference projects that we have supported and will
continue to support include Northcott Neighborhood House,
United Methodist Children’s Services, and Harbor House
Crisis Shelters, all in Wisconsin; and the Redbird Mission in
Kentucky.
Again we say thank you; we very sincerely appreciate your
efforts and support!!

Pentecost Saturday/Sunday

Saturday, May 19th at 5:00pm at Grace (Ridgeway)
Sunday, May 20th at 9:00 at Dodgeville
Wear your red to these
services, as we celebrate
the Holy Spirit coming
upon the disciples of Jesus
Christ. This is the day that
we celebrate the birthday
of the church!
FUNDRAISER FOR BETHANY’S TRIP
On Tuesday, May 22nd, the Harman’s welcome artist and family
friend Robert Gorder of Charcoal Expressions from 6:00 to 8:30pm in
the Fellowship Hall at DUMC. This is a fundraising event to help
raise money for Bethany’s Wisconsin Ambassadors of Music
European band trip.
Participants will explore the fun of drawing with charcoal as Mr.
Gorder directs them in the creation of a drawing entitled “Northern
Lights”. NO previous drawing experience required. You can go from
stick figure to finished drawing with step-by-step instruction provided
by Mr. Gorder. Included with the event, participants will take home
their masterpiece charcoal drawing, a matte, and a protective sleeve.
Ticket cost is $40 per person, $20 of which will be donated to
Bethany’s Europe trip fund. Those interested are asked to register in
advance. To register, please visit the Charcoal Expressions LLC
Facebook page and look for the event under “Upcoming Events”.
You may choose to prepay on the site or pay cash the night of the
event, but you must register in advance to participate.
Please arrive at least 20 minutes prior to event start time to check in.
Appetizers and non-alcoholic beverages will be provided. There will
also be a drawing for a chance to win a free ticket for a future
Charcoal Expressions event.
If you have questions, please contact Tom or Julia Harman at
tandjharman@charter.net or 930-2220, or you may contact Robert
Gorder through the Charcoal Expressions Facebook page.

Feeding Friends Open House
Wednesday, May 2nd at 5:00PM

I would invite you to come and check out what Feeding Friends is all
about. If you have never had the opportunity attend, may this be the
Wednesday that you do. The mission of Feeding Friends is to form
community around the dinner table. It is more than just a free meal open
to all. It is about the relationships that are formed, and the community
that exists.
This ministry is a partnership between four different churches, in
addition to other local community agencies. It is wonderful to see our
community coming together, not only to meet the needs of those who
are hungry, but especially to provide an opportunity for conversation
and friendship.
The meal for the open house will be a Thanksgiving-themed meal with
turkey, ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, green beans, a variety of
salads, rolls, fruit, desserts and various beverages. If anyone in the
church would be willing to provide a dessert for the meal, it would
be appreciated.
Check out the article in the April 25th edition of the Dodgeville
Chronicle!

UMW Meetings and Events for May
*All women of the church are invited and encouraged
to attend these meetings and/or events.
Everyone please join us for the annual UMW Friends’ Night
scheduled for Thursday, May 3 at 7:00PM. Our musical
guests for the evening are Dan and Judy Gilbertson also
known as “Singin’ and Swingin’”. They will perform music from
many eras and in many styles. Refreshments will be served
following the program. Please bring a friend and enjoy the fun
and fellowship!
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, May 14, at
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. Martha Boyer will provide the
refreshments and Robin Digman will lead the devotions.
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, May 21 at 1:30
PM at the Country Kitchen. Marian Reynolds will lead the
devotions.
Martha Boyer, Kim Roble, and Charlene Mingst will attend the
United Methodist Women Assembly to be held at the Greater
Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio, May 18-20,
2018. The theme for the event is THE POWER OF BOLD.

CHOIR NEWS
The choir will rehearse on Sunday, April 29 at approximately
10:30AM following the Sunday Worship Service. We are
scheduled to sing on Sunday, May 6 and Sunday, May 20. We
will rehearse at 8:15AM on those Sundays.

CURRENT MONTH

MARCH 2018

Monthly Income
$18,046
Monthly Expenses Paid
$24,474 ($11,794 without boiler expense)
Net Income for month
$ <6,428> ($6,252 without boiler expense)
Apportionments Paid
$ 1,835 (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments _$
170 (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid)

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH
Years Income
$ 49,018
Years Expenses Paid $
52,787
($40,107 without boiler expense)
Net Income for Year $ <3,769 > ($8,911 without boiler expense)
Apportionments Paid
_$ 5,490 (figure included in Years Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments _$
525 (not included in Years Expenses Paid)

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $24060
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH
$ 2,005
Our goal of meeting 90% apportionment: $21,660 annual
$1,805 monthly
ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR APRIL
Day
5:00 Offering
9:00
3/31; 4/1
10
$601
165
April 7-8
10
$368
106
April 14-15
5
$ 25
57
April 21-22
16
$326
112
April 28-29
n/a
n/a
n/a

Offering
$3,371
$3,547
$1,766
$2,853
n/a

Adult Fellowship
Adult Fellowship will meet in Fellowship Hall on Thursday, May
10 at 6:00 p.m. for a potluck meal. Please bring a dish to
share, beverages and table service will be provided. Following
the meal we will discuss our plans for the current year. If you
have any questions contact Ron or Bobbi Butteris 935-2693 or
Charlie or Louise Price at 935-7224.

GIVING
Questions for a money autobiography pt. 2
Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
(2 Corinthians 9:7)
From Writing a Money Autobiography by Dan Dick
A money autobiography is a reflection process on the role and
influence of money and material possessions in our life. It
challenges us to explore the past to see how our attitudes,
assumptions, and values concerning money and wealth were
formed. Values Questions concerning money & wealth
• In what ways are you a spender? A saver? In what ways are
you generous? Stingy?
• Although money can’t buy happiness, what are some of the
things money can buy that bring happiness?
• What do you like best about money? What do you like least?
• What things in life are worth more than money? How does
your lifestyle reflect the relative importance of these things to
money?
• How has gender influenced your thinking about money? What
differences do you see in how men and women relate to
money?
• Which of the following words best communicates your
attitudes and feelings about money? Why? Money is… power,
security, hope, love, pleasure, prestige, dirty, value, anxiety,
identity, a tool, freedom, protection, evil, comfort, fun.
• Reflect on times when you have given to meet the needs of
another. Or, when you were on the receiving end of a gift? How
did you feel?
It is useful to create a money autobiography journal to record
your thoughts, reflections, and feelings. Then, you can return to
the money autobiography journal months and years afterward.

-Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

10:00 THURSDAY MORNING PRAYER GROUP

The prayer team is a very warm and loving group. All are
welcome to join us. It is a real blessing and is rewarding in
many ways. Praying for others is one way to “Love your
neighbor”.
The Christians most powerful resource is communion with God.
Some in our group pray out loud and others pray silently.
There is strength in praying together. Many prayers have been
answered.
All prayers are confidential.
We are thankful for those prayer warriors who are not able to
join us who pray at home.
Jesus said, “Where two or three gather in my name, there am I
in the middle of them.” Matthew 18:20
How wonderful is that!?

MOTHER/DAUGHTER DINNER AT RW GRACE

Potluck - May 16th at 6:00 PM
Performance by: J.A.R. Trio

Sharing food and music together!

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
2 - Kevin & Jan Kirschbaum
CELEBRATE RECOVERY
Sundays 5:30PM-8:00PM
Starting April 8
Platteville Free Methodist
Church Sonshine Center at
310 E Furnace St, Platteville
For more information contact
Chris Hinds at (563)-663-6221
KNITTERS
Volunteers are needed to knit
and crochet winter hats,
mittens and scarves to donate
to local schools next fall. Call
Dee Margis at 553-2625 for
more information.
________________
Bethel Horizons
Bike-a-thon
Fundraiser
Saturday, June 2, 2018
Register by May 27 at
Bethelhorizons.org

Spring Salad Luncheon
Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Edmund
Wednesday, May 9th
Noon to 1:00 PM
$8.00 per person

MAY BIRTHDAYS
3 – Kay Van Epps
4 - Rick Beerkircher
5 - Jody Vanderloo
9 - Kaitlin Oxnem
10 - Ryan James
11 – Rich James
13 - Samantha Udelhoven
24 - Mary Berryman
24 – Ron Hunter
26 - Howard Rideout
27 – Todd Biddick
Please Pray…
Robin Peterson, Cody, John
Schwartz, Hannah Thomas,
Marilyn Liddle, Anna Olson,
Eileen, Joyce Aschliman,
Georgia, Lois Dobson, Candy,
Kim Crubaugh, John Hvlac, Keith
Henry, Bill Wilson, Ivy Wilson, Alan
Jewell, Ashley Ernsting & Family,
Ray Boll’s Son, Nicole B., John
Harker, Barb Brewer, Kevin
Kirschbaum’s sister, Family of
Renee Knebel Nemis, Family of
Mindy Portzen, Tony Gindt,
Kenny Mitchell, Hannah Thomas,
Joanne Murphy, Lisa Sudmeier,
Betty Duffy, Melva Philips, June
Klais, Our Government, Terry
McCarthy, Betty Johnson, Mark
Hodgson, Farming families,
Delores Farr, Ron Hunter, Ron
Squire, Eileen Olson, Evadeen
Ringstad, Dean Reed

Everyone Welcome!
The annual Dodgeville United Methodist Womens
Friends’ Night is scheduled for Thursday, May 3rd at
7:00PM at the church.
Musical entertainment will be provided &
Refreshments will be served after the program.
Everyone is welcome-- ladies and gentlemen!!
Singin’ – n – Swingin’ will entertain:

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC
Anyone interested in providing
special music during worship this
summer is invited to sign up at the
information desk in the Narthex, or
call the church office at 935-5451.

May

