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Dinner and a Movie: 

“I Can Only Imagine”— 

Sunday, July 15th 

 
I will be the first to admit that I am very skeptical of movies that 

come from Christian movie companies. For example, I recently saw 

“Samson” from Pureflix, and that movie was pretty awful. Like so 

many movies of its kind, the acting is usually quite poor, the dialogue 

is quite cheesy, and the scenarios and situations are quite contrived. I 

had a similar experience watching the movie “Let There Be Light” 

that came out last year. “The Case for Christ”, while it had its 

moments, still missed the mark for me when it came out last year. I 

have been hoping for a Christian movie that has a good message, but 

might be able to have an appeal to a broader audience and could 

withstand the critique of the general movie-watching population. 

 

 I found it to be a 

thought-provoking read and helpful to many as an entry point into 

wrestling with finding God in the midst of loss. The movie, while not 

necessarily loved by the critics, received a pretty strong positive 

response from the public. So, when “I Can Only Imagine” came out 

earlier this year, I was hoping that they might be able to build on the 

groundwork formed by “The Shack.” 

 

It made more money than anyone thought it would. The overall rating 

among viewers was pretty good, but I did not get the chance to see it  

“I Can Only Imagine” by MercyMe, written by Bart Millard. It is a 

powerful story about redemption and forgiveness.  

To some degree, I found 

this in the movie “The 

Shack”.  This movie was 

based on the book that 

was written in 2007.  

Reactions to the book 

were wide-ranging, but 



 

 

  

 
LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

 

July loose change offerings will support the Free Clinic in 
Dodgeville. August offerings will support Pastors 
Discretionary Fund and September will support the 
Dodgeville Food Locker. 

 
 

 

in theatres.  

 

Since I have been at Dodgeville and Grace, I have contemplated the 

possibility of the purchasing a license so that we might have the 

opportunity to watch movies in the church and invite the public to 

join us. I’d like to show movies that open up conversations about the 

Christian faith. That is my hope as we open up the church to show 

the movie “I Can Only Imagine” which shares the background story 

for the writing of the song “I Can Only Imagine” by MercyMe, 

written by Bart Millard. It is a powerful story about redemption and 

forgiveness.  

 

On Sunday, July 15th, there will be an opportunity for the 

community to come together to watch the movie “I Can Only 

Imagine.” There will be pizza available in the Fellowship Hall at 

5:00PM from Vinger’s Pizza in Darlington. This also happens to be 

the pizza place owned by my soon-to-be-wife Christina . We will 

watch the movie at 6:00PM in the Sanctuary of the church. 

Following the movie, I will be leading a discussion to see what 

reactions and questions folks may have. 

 

In advance of the movie, I encourage you to learn more about it. I 

did screen the movie in advance of our event, but did not want to 

give anything away. We hope you are able to make it!  

 

  ~ Pastor Jim 
 



 
  

 

 
Celebrate with Pastor Jim & Christina 
Pastor Jim and Christina Curry will be getting married on June 29th! 

They would like the opportunity to celebrate with the church 

community on Sunday, July 1st at 3:00PM in the Fellowship Hall. 

There will be light refreshments and beverages provided.  There is 

no program; just an opportunity for fellowship and well wishes. 

Hope you can attend! 

 

 
  

Outdoor Worship Service—August 5th 
 

On Sunday, August 5th at 9:00AM we will be having our Sunday 

morning worship service at Centennial Park, joining the 

congregations of Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 

and Grace Lutheran Church. Our worship service will be led by 

Richard Bruxvoort Colligan! He will be leading the music, and 

sharing the message. He is a very talented singer and guitar player 

that Pastor Jim has had the opportunity to hear earlier this year. 

 

Please bring your own lawn chair, 

 and if you can, bring some bars or  

cookies. We will have a time of  

food and fellowship after the  

service with Richard sharing a 

 short concert with us. Pray for  

good weather, and I hope you can  

join us! The offering collected  

during the worship service will go to support a local Dodgeville 

organization.  

 

Please bring your church offering for that particular Sunday to 

the service before or after, or to the office! 

 

 
 

 

 



  

PARSONAGE KITCHEN REMODEL 
 
The plans are underway for the Parsonage Kitchen remodel 
project.  We have been blessed to have several of our members 
come forward to assist us with the labor.  We are accepting 
monetary donations for this project.  If you would like to assist, 
please mark these monies in the weekly offering and mark the 
funds for the kitchen project. There will be several fundraisers 
forthcoming.  We will keep you posted.    
 
Thank you for your continued support of the Dodgeville United 
Methodst Church and if you have any questions, please contact 
Jan, Denise, Deb, Bobbi or Jody.   
 

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

Volunteers Needed! 
American Red Cross 
Call:  331-302-8966 

************ 
Grace Lutheran Church Friends Night 

Thursday, June 21 at 7:00 PM 
Grace Lutheran Church 

********** 
Wyoming Valley Hymn Sing 
July 1 at 2:00-3:30 PM 
6306 State Hwy 23 

 
 
 



 

 

Giving 
Questions for a Money Autobiography, Part 4 

 

From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be 
required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, 
even more will be demanded. (Luke 12:48)  
 

From Writing a Money Autobiography by Dan Dick  
 

A money autobiography is a reflection process on the role and 
influence of money and material possessions in our life. It 
challenges us to explore the past to see how our attitudes, 
assumptions, and values concerning money and wealth were 
formed.  
Lifestyle Questions concerning money & wealth  
• Does the fact that 2/3 of the earth’s people lives below the U.S. 
poverty line affect your attitude toward money? Why? Or why 
not?   
• How do you feel when people approach you for money on the 
street? When you receive phone solicitations for charities?  
• Which words best describe you and why? Affluent, 
comfortable, average, impoverished, poor, struggling, wealthy, 
working class.   
• What kind of legacy would you like to leave when you die? Of 
your worldly possessions, what would you leave to whom, and 
why?   
• One strong theme of our faith is that wealth is given for the 
common good of the whole community. What does this mean to 
you? Does anyone have a claim to your money and possessions 
other than you?   
• In what ways does your relationship with money affect your 
faith? In what ways does your faith affect your relationship with 
money?   
• In what ways do you feel your relationship with money is a 
spiritual issue? What does it mean to you to be a good steward?  
 

It is useful to create a money autobiography journal to record 
your thoughts, reflections, and feelings. Then, you can return to 
the money autobiography journal months and years afterward.  
 

 -Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  
  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

CURRENT MONTH    MAY 2018                         
 

Monthly Income                    $  12,610 

Monthly Expenses Paid        $   13,906 

Net Income for month          $  < 1,296 > 

Apportionments Paid            $    1,835  (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 

Unpaid Apportionments       $       170   (not included in Monthly Expenses Paid) 
 

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                    $  76,005 

Years Expenses Paid        $  78,676  ($65,996 without boiler expense) 

Net Income for Year        $ < 2,671 > ($10,009 without boiler expense) 

Apportionments Paid         $   9,160     (figure included in Years Expenses Paid) 

Unpaid Apportionments     $     865  (not included in Years Expenses Paid) 
 

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR  $24,060 
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH            $ 1,805 
 
Our goal of meeting 90% apportionment:  $21,660 annual 
        $1,805 monthly 

 

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR JUNE: 
 

Sunday  Attendance  Offering 
 
June 3   72  $4,663 
June 10   74  $2,585 
June 17   60  $2,710 
June 24   N/A  N/A   
  



 

 

JULY Anniversaries 

 
1 - Merlin & Virginia Gorsline 
12 - Jeff & Juanita Starr 
25 – Rick & Kerry Beerkircher 
 
July Birthdays 
1 - Rich Strutt  
7 - Judy Halverson  
7 – Lesley Houck 
7 – Zackery Weber 
7 – Natalie Currie 
8 – Dona Ray 
13 - Juanita Starr  
14 - Wanda McCutchin  
14 - Donna Welsh  
20 – Zena Weber 
20 – Shawndra Johnsrud 
24 - Tina Smith  
 

 
Please Pray 

 

Cody, John Schwartz, 

Hannah Thomas, Marilyn 

Liddle, Anna Olson, Eileen, 

Joyce Aschliman, Georgia, 

Lois Dobson, Candy, John 

Hvlac, Keith Henry, Bill 

Wilson, Alan Jewell, Ashley 

Ernsting & Family, Ray Boll’s 

Son, Nicole B., John Harker, 

Barb Brewer, Tony Gindt  
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Vacation Bible School 
July 22 - 26 
5:0

0
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0
PM

 
Register at: w

w
w

.dodgevilleum
c.org 

 


