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September—Here We Go!

Whether pastors like it or not, things at the church tend to wind
down in the summer months: family vacations, outdoor events,
county fairs, camps...you name it! © Attendance goes down;
giving goes down; activities tend to wind down as well. | will
admit that attendance has been down here and there. | will say,
however, that giving has continued to remain strong throughout
the summer months. In years past, we have gone into the
summer in a deficit and we have seen that deficit grow. This
year, we have gone into the summer with a surplus and that
surplus has remained constant throughout the summer. Thank
you for your continued support of Dodgeville United
Methodist Church and it’s mission and ministry to both the
church and the community! | am thankful that our budget
conversations come fall will be much more focused on looking
ahead to new opportunities!

It's hard to believe September is almost here. We celebrate
Labor Day, and then school is back in session ©. I'd like to share
with you some new activities, and some activities that will be
coming back starting in September. It truly is an exciting time at
both Dodgeville and Grace UMC!

At Grace (Ridgeway) UMC we will be
trying a new Bible study that will be 0040
taking place on Tuesday mornings at
9:00AM at the church. The coffee will Bible Stud
be on! Come for an informal discussion —y
TOGETHER




about the scripture reading that | will be focusing on for service
that coming Saturday. The Bible study is open to folks in the
Dodgeville and Ridgeway congregations, in addition to anyone
in the community. There is nothing that you need to prepare and
each week will be a different topic. If we discover together that a
different format is preferable...we can do that! Please spread
the word.

| would also like to note some other projects taking place at
Grace UMC. We are in the middle of a major renovation of the
bathrooms in our basement. When the project is complete, we
will be have one bathroom fully handicap accessible and ADA
compliant. We are blessed that a grant we applied for will be
paying for $5,600 of the project. We also have a 65” 4K
television that we are hoping to use to show movies for the
community, in addition for using it for our worship services.

On September 5" at Dodgeville United Methodist
Church, I would invite any church youth or
community high school youth (9"-12" grade) to
join me on Wednesday evenings at 6:30PM for
Youth Group. This is open to high school students
M in our church and in the community as well.

~
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September 6%, 7t", and 8" we will be working with LifeTouch to
put together a new directory for both Dodgeville United
Methodist Church and Grace (Ridgeway) United Methodist
Church. If you're reading this newsletter and you haven’t signed
up yet, I highly recommend you call the church office at (608)
935-5451 and get signed up. We're getting really close!

{J?s:,

Our Sunday School program will be starting again on
September 9. We had Sunday School during spring of this
year and we had a pretty consistent attendance and hope to
have this continue throughout the coming school year this year.
When we start, the focus will be on the different families found in
the Bible, and there will be times through the year when the
scripture reading that the children will be focusing on in Sunday
School will be the same reading we will focus on in church.

We will be starting a membership class for Dodgeville & Grace



called “A Disciple’s Path” which will be starting on September
16'™" and will continue on Sunday evenings throughout
September and October. If you are interested, please talk to
Pastor Jim or email him at: jbdroste@gmail.com.

*whew* Lots going on in September. Lots to be excited about!
Thank be to God!!

~ Pastor Jim
Church y.News
CHOIR NOTES

The Mixed Choir will rehearse at 7:00PM on Wednesday,
September 5 in the Chapel/Music room. The first Sunday
that we will sing this fall is September 16. We welcome new
and/or returning members at any time.

YOUR GENEROUS OFFERINGS TO
MISSION & OUTREACH MINISTRY

January-Heifer International: $97.66
February — Mission Trip: $2,056
March — UMCOR: $447
April — Ingathering: $28.05
May — VBS: $280

June — Homeless Shelter: $11.95

July - Free Clinic: $33.00

August - Pastor’s Discretionary (Helping Hands) Fund

Giving/Attendance Stats - August
Week Attendance Offering
1 park n/a
2 57 $2,547
3 84 $2,516
4 n/a n/a




All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
any of these meetings and/or events. We are hoping that we
can gain some new members this year, please consider
attending, we would love to see our membership grow. If you
have any questions about UMW please contact Charlene
Mingst or any one of our current members.

The first United Methodist Women’s meeting of the fall is
scheduled for Thursday, September 6, at 7:00PM. We will
meet in the Chapel for this meeting as the photographer will be
set up in Fellowship Hall. The Executive Board will meet at
6:30PM (preceding the meeting) in the Library. The program
will be led by Nancy Mortimer. She will present a program from
our new UMW Program Book for 2018-2019-A Sisterhood of
Grace. We will also be led in a brief Pledge Service. Martha
Boyer and Mary James will be our hostesses for the evening.

The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, September 10
at 7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. Nancy Mortimer will be the
hostess and Martha Boyer will lead the devotions.

The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, September 17 at
1:30PM at the Country Kitchen. Marian Reynolds will lead the
devotions.

The annual UMW Sunday Service is scheduled for Sunday,
September 16. Please plan to attend. Our guest speaker is
Laura Pfeffer who is the current president of the South West
District. She was the Wisconsin Conference UMW President
from 2016-2017.

The South West District Annual Gathering is scheduled for
Saturday, September 22" at Bethany UMC in Madison, WI.
The theme for the event is SACRED SPACES:
ENCOUNTERS WITH GOD AND NEIGHBOR. Our keynote
speaker, Rev. Linda Vance will lead us in “an invitation to see

continued on following page




and honor the image of God imprinted upon each of us and
particularly on the “other”. “It is an opportunity to consider what
makes a space “holy” or sacred.” Faith Bauman will speak on
“150 Years of UMW: Our Legacy”. The schedule for the day
includes four “Choice Sessions”, Leadership Development
sessions, and displays based on UMW Priority Issues and/or
Mission Projects. The registration fee is $15.00, which covers
lunch and printed materials. Child Care is available on site. The
time schedule for the day begins at 8:30AM with registration
confirmation and is scheduled to conclude at 3:30PM.
Registration is due by September 10. Please see Charlene
Mingst for a registration form.

Looking ahead to October—the Annual Fall Rummage/Bake
Sale is scheduled for Friday, October 12 and Saturday, October
13. Set-up days are Wednesday, October 10 and Thursday.
October 11. Please put these dates on your calendar and
consider helping whenever it fits into your schedule.

~ Financial Report

CURRENT MONTH _JULY 2018

Monthly Income $12,299

Monthly Expenses Paid $16,679

Net Income for month $<4,379 >

Apportionments Paid $ 1,835 (figure included in Monthly Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments $ 170 (notincluded in Monthly Expenses Paid)
YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $ 97,982

Years Expenses Paid ~ $ 103,185 ($90,595 without hoiler expense)

Net Income for Year $< 5203 >

Apportionments Paid $ 12,830 (figure included in Years Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments  $ 1,205 (not included in Years Expenses Paid)

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $24,060 @ 90% = $21,660
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH $ 2,005 @ 90% = $1,805

March Boiler expense: $12,680
Parsonage Remodel expenses: $8,042 minus $5,748 (donations) = $2,294
Parsonage Maintenance 2018 budget is $2,200, so $94 is over-budget




GIVING
Spiritual Maturity in Stewardship
I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people
of the flesh, as infants in Christ. | fed you with milk, not solid
food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are
still not ready... (1 Corinthians 3:1-2)

The goal of discipleship is spiritual maturity. As Scripture tells us
in Hebrews 6:1, “Therefore let us go on toward perfection,
leaving behind the basic teaching about Christ, and not laying
again the foundation”. The aim of mature spirituality is to have
the same mindset as Christ Jesus, but usually comes in stages
of commitment whether it be prayer, presence, service, witness,
or giving.

Previously, we identified four stages of giving. In Stage 1,
people spend on themselves and give to God from what is left
over. They usually give little or nothing. They are not ready to
commit.

In Stage 2, people take responsibility and wonder what equal
shares of the goal (e.g., church budget) are. Of course, this fails
to recognize that households have different levels of resources.
People at this stage are ready to give regularly and many of
commit to pledging.

In Stage 3, people want to put God first in their lives, even if
they must change spending habits and attitudes toward having
things. They understand that an offering to God is intended to be
a sacrifice. They look to move toward tithing, giving ten percent
of their income to God, by increasing the percentage of income
they give each year.

In Stage 4, people want to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. They see even what they spend on
their own needs to be support for their discipleship. Often, their
giving to church substantially exceeds the 10 percent tithing
mark. Where are you in your discipleship journey? Is this the
year, you make a change? Let’s pray for one another as we
grow together.

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
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PLEASE PRAY:

John Schwartz, Hannah Thomas,
Marilyn Liddle, Anna Olson, Eileen,
Joyce Aschliman, Lois Dobson,
Candy, John Hvlac, Bill Wilson, Alan

G cqbrate with Jewell, Ashley Ernsting & Family,
Nicole B., John Harker, Barb Brewer,
SEPTEMBER Tony Gindt, vy Wilson, Joyce V,

John Oxnem, Rose Williams
1 - London Starr

13 — John Oxnem
15 - Doug Digman

16 - Nancy Mortimer
18 — Peg Trankle SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
19 - Terry Edwards
20 - Charlie Price

24 - Anthony Bultteris
26 — Martha Boyer
27 - Louise Price

28 - Drew Piper

7 - Chip & Peggy Forrest

15 - Terry & Penny Edwards
15 — John & Bonnie Oxnem
20 — Russell & Lois Nelson
29 - Steve & Julie Colden

29 - Sandra Alexander

GENERAL CONFERENCE 2019 LISTENING SESSIONS

Why is there a special General Conference coming February
23 — 26, 2019 in St. Louis, only a year before the regularly
scheduled 2020 session in Minneapolis? How might my
church be affected by this talk about choosing among a One
Church, Connectional Conference and Traditionalist plan?
Will other possibilities emerge? Change is coming for The
United Methodist Church, and there will be meetings this fall
to help Wisconsin United Methodists understand what is
being proposed.

Formed following authorization by General Conference
2016, the Commission on a Way Forward identified three
possible options, or plans, for our denomination as we move

continued




into the future. The report may be found at:

https://www.wisconsinumc.org/connections/conference-
news/latest-news/4562-attend-listening-sessions-for-2019-
general-conference-2

The Council of Bishops has recommended adoption of the
One Church Plan.

The Wisconsin Delegation to GC 2019 is hosting eight
educational and listening sessions around the state to allow
feedback about the proposals. These sessions for interested
clergy and laity will each last between 60-90 minutes. The
date and nearest location is:

Saturday, November 3, 10:00AM, Dodgeville United Methodist
Church or Thursday, October 25, 7:00 pm, Sun Prairie UMC,
702 North Street

In addition, invitations have been extended to Conference
boards, agencies and other groups to provide their feedback
to Delegation members. The purpose of all this information
gathering is for the Delegation to hear from the diversity of
membership that makes up Wisconsin United Methodism. The
desire is to better understand the thinking and feeling within
our Annual Conference membership about our denomination’s
future. All are welcome to participate!

The Wisconsin Conference Delegation to the 2019 General
Conference consists of six voting delegates, along with
reserves. Clergy are Dan Dick, Sam Royappa, Steve Zekoff
and first reserve Amanda Stein. Lay delegates are Lisa King,
Barbara Dick, Gail Burgess and first reserve Katie Crise.
There are additional reserves who would serve should any of
these eight be unable to attend. In order elected, they are clergy
Jorge Mayorga, Dan Schwerin, Jeremy Deaner, George Kafer and
Jenny Arneson; laity Tom Popp, Judy Vasby, John Lawson and
Julie Schubring.




Vacation Bible School
Participants:

Thank you so much for
the recent donation
you sent to Governor
Dodge State Park!
This was totally
unexpected, but we
will certainly put it to
good use - your
generosity is
appreciated by both
staff an our visitors!

-Governor Dodge

ADULT
FELLOWSHIP

Adult Fellowship will
meet at Cory &
Mary Berg's (about
8 miles on Hwy Q
toward Highland—
look for QLF sign)
for a Potluck at
6:00PM followed by
a hayride on
Thursday,
September 13th.
All are welcome!
Questions may be
directed to Jeanne
Kapotas.




