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“Fearless Generosity”—
Stewardship Campaign for 2019
Budget
“Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to
him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.”
—Ephesians 3:20-21 (NRSV)
When our stewardship campaign for the current 2018 budget concluded
(November 2017), both the Finance Committee and the Stewardship
Grant Committee were very curious to hear the feedback. We certainly
had a few individuals who expressed their displeasure with the
campaign, but overwhelmingly the response was positive. Several
folks said that they thought it was good that we were getting back into
this practice! Others said that they appreciated that we didn’t talk about
money every week of the campaign J.
The greatest feedback I can see from last year’s stewardship campaign
is the difference in our giving so far this year. When this year’s (2018)
budget was finalized, we determined out estimated revenue based on:
(1) the pledges that people made for the year 2018 and (2) for who those
who did not pledge, we used their previous year’s giving. We based our
spending for 2018, for the most part, on this anticipated income for the
year. As it stands so far this year, our giving so far this year is way
ahead of what was projected. Whereas in previous years, we have come
out of the summer with a deficit that we hoped we could erase by the
end of the year, this year we will likely have a surplus.

What an exciting place be! There is still much work to be done, but it a
pleasant change from the previous years. I think a great deal of this
turnaround has to do with our successful stewardship campaign last year.
Thank you for your generous support of this church and its mission and
ministry to the community and the world! I am excited to see where we
will go in 2019. We will again be participating together in a stewardship
campaign for our 2019 budget called “Fearless Generosity.” Like last
year, it is a four-week journey in which we will talk about how it is that
we give to the church through our time, our talents, and our treasure.
Each week we will have a different topic with a different scripture verse
that will we be the guide for our worship time together. This year we will
also have several different congregation members that will be offering a
brief testimony in regards to the topic as well. Here is the breakdown:
·
·
·
·

Sunday, October 7th — Fearless Living (Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7)
Sunday, October 14th — Fearless Service (Luke 4:16-21)
Sunday, October 21st — Fearless Sowing (Mark 4:1-9)
Sunday, October 28th — Fearless Giving (Luke 21:1-4)

It is my hope that as we form the budget for 2019, we can do so with a
mentality of growth and positivity. We won’t be looking at forming a
budget with a deficit looming. We might actually be thinking about the
possibility of expanding line items in our budget instead of needing to
cut.
We will also be making out final step to paying 100% of our
apportionments when we start 2019. I am confident that we will be able
to meet that obligation and be the culture of fearless generosity that
exists within this church. I look forward to taking this journey with you
again! A big thank you to Penny Edwards, Rachel Dees, Ron Butteris,
and Deb Short who have done much work to make this campaign
possible.
~ Pastor Jim Droste

FALL DINNER FUNDRAISER
A family style fall dinner is planned for October 27th in
Fellowship Hall at DUMC. Swiss Steak, Baked Potatoes,
Butter/Sour Cream, Corn, Coleslaw, Pickles, Buns, Homemade
Pies & Beverages will be served from 4:30 to 7:00PM. Tickets:
Adult (+12) $12.00, Children (age 6-11) $6.00. Children age 5
and under are free.
CHOIR NOTES
The Mixed Choir will rehearse at 7:00PM on
Wednesday, October 3, and again on Wednesday, October
24 in the Chapel/Music room. We are scheduled to sing on
October 7 and October 21. We will rehearse at 8:15 AM on
the Sundays that we sing. We welcome new and/or
returning members at any time.

RIDGEWAY GRACE UMW FRIENDS NIGHT
Tuesday, October 16th at 6:00PM

Circuit SW11Church/Charge Conference Gathering
Saturday, October 27th
at 10:00AM First UMC
(400 Doty St.
— Mineral Point)
All of the churches of circuit SW11 will join and have their church
conferences together. Our gathering will open with devotions and a
message from District Superintendent Scott Carlson on the topic of
financial stewardship. We will take some time to celebrate the
ministries of each of our churches, and then get down to the business
of approving the required documents for 2018. It is expected that all
members of the Dodgeville and Grace church councils will try to
attend.

Come Visit with the Gevelinger Family
Interviewed by Jeanne Kapotas
Jamie grew up on a
beef and dairy farm in
Mineral Point. After
graduation from high
school he completed
Farm & Industry Short
Course at UW
Madison.
Eight years ago Jamie purchased a farm where he raises
Angus cattle.
Brittany is from Virginia and her father was in the Navy so her
family lived in several states on the East Coast. After
graduating high school, she attended Virginia Tech and earned
Bachelor's and Master's degrees in Dairy Science. She then
worked in Pennsylvania for two years before moving out to
Wisconsin for a job with Vita Plus.
They both work at Vita Plus Dodgeville and that is where they
met. Vita Plus is a livestock feed manufacturer that is
employee-owned. Brittany is a livestock nutritionist and Jamie
works in the feed mill along with driving feed and grain trucks.
They have been together for five years and got married in May
2016 in Mount Horeb. They are thrilled to have their beautiful
baby boy named James who was born in July. It is a wonderful
joy when they bring him to church and we can hold him.
Brittany likes to garden, experiment with recipes, and can fruits
and vegetables. Jamie enjoys being outside spending time with
the cattle and his horse.
They have been attending our church for two years. They like
the contemporary service and Pastor Jim’s messages.
Thank you Brittany and Jamie for taking time for this interview.
We are thankful to have you as part of our church family.
God bless you!
…

CURRENT MONTH AUGUST, 2018
Monthly Income
$8,972
Monthly Expenses Paid $11,624
Net Income for month $ < 2,651 >
Apportionments Paid $ 1,935 (included in monthly expenses paid)
Unpaid Apportionments $
70 (not included in Monthly Expenses paid)
YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH
Years Income
$ 112,592
Years Expenses Paid
$ 120,557 ($107,582 without boiler expense)
Net Income for Year
$ < 7,959 > ($5,010 without boiler expense)
Apportionments Paid
$ 14,765 (included in Years Expenses Paid)
Unpaid Apportionments $ 1,275 (not included in Years Expenses Paid)

TOTAL APPORTIONMENTS DUE FOR YEAR $24,060
APPORTIONMENTS DUE PER MONTH
$ 2,005
Our goal of meeting 90% apportionment: $21,660 annual
$1,805 monthly
2018 Boiler Expense: $12,975
YTD Parsonage Remodel expenses: $8,0422
Donations:
- $5,928
$2,114
Parsonage Maintenance Budget: $2,200

Week
1
2
3
4

Giving/Attendance Stats
SEPTEMBER
Attendance
Offering
78
$3,812
88
$2,095
92
$2,031
82
$1,567

A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHURCH
Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What
will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’… But strive first for the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will
be given to you as well. (Matthew 6:31, 33, NRSV)
According to John the Baptist, we must “Repent, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” (KJV) What does repentant
Stewardship look like?
I recently (re)read A Spirituality of Fundraising by Henri
Nouwen. He provides some answers to the question, “What will
Stewardship look like in the Kingdom of God?” Here is a
summary based on Nouwen’s thoughts on stewardship as
faithful discipleship.
Security in God. Do we place our trust in God or mammon?
What is our relationship to money? There is money in the
Kingdom; it finances building a community of love. However,
there are no money worries, because in the Kingdom there is
abundance rather than scarcity.
Community of Love. In the community of love, we care for
one another and serve our neighbors. The middle class often
resents the rich and fears the poor. In the Kingdom, we include
all and love all alike.
Invitation. We invite everyone to abide in the Kingdom and
participate in the building of the community of love. This means
we are comfortable asking for money, because money is what
the community needs to be fruitful in its missions and ministries.
Prayer and Gratitude. It is in prayer that our conversion
begins because it re-orients our thoughts toward money, toward
others and toward our goal of the beloved community. “As our
prayer deepens into constant awareness of God’s goodness,
the spirit of gratitude grows within us.” (Nouwen, p. 57). How is
your Stewardship program inviting disciples into the Kingdom?
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

UMW RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE
The annual Fall Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for
Friday, October 12 and Saturday, October 13. The hours are:
9:00AM-5:30PM on Friday and 8:00AM-12:00PM on Saturday.
The “Bag Sale” will be between the hours of 10:00AM12:00PM on Saturday. The Bake Sale is to be held on
Saturday morning only. The “set-up” dates are Tuesday,
Wednesday, & Thursday, October 9-11 from 9AM to 4PM.
Items for the rummage sale can be brought in starting at
9:00AM on all three days. Because storage space is very
limited—if at all possible please wait to bring items on the
planned days.
PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, computers, dehumidifiers,
home-recorded VCR tapes or DVDs, or inappropriate books or
magazines.
Bake Sale items should be priced and can be brought in on
Friday evening or early Saturday. If you like to bake please
consider donating items for the bake sale. We will need many
workers to help set-up and to work during the sale. Sign-up
sheets are available (in Fellowship Hall) for you to sign up for a
shift or two!! If you have a question about an item that you
would like to donate please call Charlene Mingst (935-5758).
This annual fundraiser helps us to meet our goals of mission
on the local, state, national, and international levels. Thank
you to all who will work and also to everyone who donates
items to sell.

PLEASE PRAY:
John Schwartz, Hannah Thomas, Marilyn Liddle, Anna Olson,
Eileen, Joyce Aschliman, Lois Dobson, Candy, John Hvlac, Bill
Wilson, Alan Jewell, Nicole B., John Harker, Barb Brewer, Tony
Gindt, Ivy Wilson, Joyce, John Oxnem, Rose Williams, Christine
Mason, Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to
attend any of these meetings and/or events.
The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday,
October 4, at 7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. The Executive Board
will meet at 6:30PM (preceding the meeting) in the Library.
The program will be led by Martha Boyer. Officers will be
elected for 2019. Jeanne Kapotas will provide the
refreshments.
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, October 8 at
7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall. Kim Roble and Charlene Mingst
will provide refreshments. Edna Dunham will lead the
devotions.
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, October 15 at
1:30PM at the Country Kitchen. Louise Price will lead the
devotions.
The annual Fall Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for
October 12 and 13. Please see another page of this newsletter
for more information about this event.
The UMW Wisconsin Conference Annual Gathering is
scheduled for October 19 and 20, 2018 at First United
Methodist Church in Waukesha, WI. The theme for the event
is “Sacred Spaces: Encounters with God & Neighbor”.
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Chris Beerkircher
1 Kory Beerkircher
2 Jeanne Kapotas
6 Deb Short
13 Jan Aschlimen
17 Tonia Puckett
20 Melody Farmer
21 Jack Johnsrud
24 Sarah Godfrey
30 Renee Weber

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
12 Ben & Mary Berryman
19 Mike & Renee Weber
20 James & Deb Short
21 John & Lesley Houck
25 Don & Dee Dochnahl
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