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SWCAP Lift Program 
 

 
 
 
  When I was a student at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, 

one of my favorite jobs during the school year was driving 
shuttle vans that went to hotels, both picking up and dropping 
off job candidates participating in the Oshkosh Placement 
Exchange. First off, I love to drive and second of all, I enjoy 
striking up conversations with people from all over. Perhaps this 
was part of God’s plan to prepare me for pastoral ministry. J 
 
Recently I have been tempted by companies like Uber and Lyft 
that offer a similar opportunity…getting paid to drive and talk to 
people. I have told Christina that  
I wanted to do Uber or Lyft, but I  
wasn’t quite ready to make that  
level of commitment. My schedule likely  
wouldn’t allow me to make much  
money or be available all that  
often. 
 
I happened to see an advertisement for the LIFT program 
through the Southwestern Wisconsin Community Action 
Program (SWCAP), and I am now a volunteer driver through the 
program. Fulfills my desire to drive, and to talk to people, all 
while serving the community. As of this newsletter coming out, I 
have been a driver for 6 weeks and am really enjoying it! 
 
I take people to doctor appointments, to hair appointments, to 
the grocery shopping, and to work. I have met various folks in 
Dodgeville, Mineral Point, Darlington, and even Prairie du Sac! I 
have had some interesting conversations, and when the 
opportunity arises, I have had conversations about faith and  

 



  
theology. It has been a wonderful opportunity to get out into the 
community, and the reimbursement that I receive I have used to 
sponsor various charities for which I am passionate. 
 
I would like to now share some additional information about LIFT 
provided by SWCAP: 
  
 “The mission of SWCAP-LIFT Volunteer Driver Program is 
to provide safe, dependable, affordable and courteous 
transportation services to all of our customers in Grant, Lafayette, 
Richland, Iowa and Green  Counties and the surrounding area.  
We aim to coordinate services whenever possible. The Volunteer 
Driver program attempts to provide non-emergency 
transportation services to people who have limited or no other 
means of transportation. Rides can be requested for medical and 
counseling appointments,  nutritional needs, shopping, work and 
education, personal or social activities. Volunteers are an 
important part of the Transportation Program, and the time and 
resources given by our volunteer are greatly appreciated by the 
passengers we serve as well as the agency staff.  Volunteers are 
those drivers who are using their own vehicle to transport people 
to destinations that fit each client’s needs. Volunteers are 
reimbursed 50 cents per approved mile driven. The 
reimbursements provided by SWCAP-LIFT to volunteer drivers, 
are intended to cover the costs of completing the volunteer 
assignment.” 
 
Are you curious about the impact of LIFT? 
 
 “Southwestern Wisconsin Community Action’s 
transportation program is providing transportation for over 1300 
rides a month in Grant, Green, Lafayette, Richland, Iowa and 
surrounding counties. Currently  this is being done by 35 
volunteers located throughout the 5 counties and surrounding 
area. From  January to the end of June, these volunteers have 
graciously donated 11,309.8 hours of their time and  389,333 
miles. Volunteers are a very crucial part of our program and we 
are certainly very grateful to have wonderful volunteers. More 
volunteers are essential in meeting the needs and gaps of 
transportation in our region.  Even one ride to a passenger can 
mean a lifetime of changes for them. Please give us a call to start 
this great volunteer opportunity.”              



 
  

 
 
The 4th Annual Thanksgiving Eve worship service will be held at 
6:30PM on Wednesday, November 21st, combining four 
Dodgeville church congregations: St. Joe’s Catholic Church, 
Plymouth Congregation United Church of Christ, Grace 
Lutheran Church, and Dodgeville United Methodist Church. 
Each pastor will play a role in the service, and there will be a 
combined choir performing as well. 
 
The Feeding Friends meal will be served including turkey, 
dressing, potatoes, side dishes and salads, and desserts. 
Dodgeville United Methodist Church is signed up to bring 
deserts. Please see the sign-up sheet on the “Discipleship” 
table in the narthex.  
 
We hope you will be able to join us for the wonderful ecumenical 
worship experience! 

 

So, if you see my Ford Focus with the Lift magnets on my car, 
you know I am on duty. If you’d like more information, check 
out their website at: http://swt-lift.org/ or ask me any questions 
that you might have. Thanks! 
         
            ~ Pastor Jim  
 
 

 
 

 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Wednesday, November 21st  
6:30 PM at DUMC 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

CHOIR NEWS 
The choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, November 4 

and Sunday, November 18. We will rehearse at 8:00AM on the 
Sundays that we sing and on Wednesday, November 28 at 

7:00PM in the Chapel/Music Room. 
Also, we are invited to sing at the Ecumenical Service to 

be held at our church on Wednesday, November 21. We will 
join with singers from the other churches participating in this 
event.  Once again, Leta Willie, the choir director at Grace 

Lutheran Church will be the director for this event. She invites 
us to rehearse with the Grace choir on Wednesday, November 
14 at 7:00PM at their regular choir rehearsal.  There will also be 

a rehearsal at 6:00PM before the 6:30PM  
service on the 21st at DUMC. 

If you have any questions please contact Charlene 
Mingst at 935-5758. 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE LISTENING SESSION 

Why is there a special General Conference coming February 
23 – 26, 2019 in St. Louis, only a year before the regularly 
scheduled 2020 session in Minneapolis? How might my 
church be affected by this talk about choosing among a One 
Church, Connectional Conference and Traditionalist plan? Will 
other possibilities emerge? Change is coming for The United 
Methodist Church, and there will be meetings this fall to help 
Wisconsin United Methodists understand what is being 
proposed. 

Formed following authorization by General Conference 2016, 
the Commission on a Way Forward identified three possible 
options, or plans, for our denomination as we move into the 
future. The Council of Bishops has recommended adoption of 
the One Church Plan. 

The Wisconsin Delegation to GC 2019 is holding a Listening 
Session—at DUMC Fellowship Hall on Saturday, November 
3rd at 10:00AM.  Everyone is welcome. 



 
 

 

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend 
any of these meetings and/or events. We are hoping that we can 

gain some new members this year, please consider attending, 
we would love to see our membership grow. If you have any 

questions about UMW please contact Charlene Mingst or any 
one of our current members. 

 
The regular November meeting of United Methodist Women is 
scheduled for Thursday, November 1 at 7:00PM in Fellowship 
Hall. The Executive Board will meet at 6:30PM preceding the 
meeting in the Library. The annual World Thank Offering 
program will be led by Robin Digman. Robin and Marilyn Liddle 
will act as hostesses.  
 
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, November 12 at 
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. Kim Roble will be the hostess and 
Charlene Mingst will lead the devotions. 
 
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, November 19 at 
1:30 PM at the Country Kitchen. Louise Price will lead the 
devotions.  
 
The annual South West District Day of Enrichment is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 10, at the Lodi UMC. The 
theme is “Sacred Spaces of Community”. Highlights of the event 
include a special performance by the Adonai Dance Troupe from 
the Hispanic Ministry at Reedsburg and the Rev. Scott Carlson, 
SW District Superintendent as the Keynote Speaker. The 
schedule for the day begins with registration at 8:30AM, singing 
and gathering at 9:00, and the program beginning at 9:15AM. 
There is a Pre-registration form that is due by November 2—the 
fee of $15.00 will cover the cost of morning refreshments, 
luncheon and all materials used for preparing this event. Please 
see Robin Digman or Charlene Mingst for the form.  Carpooling 
will be available. 

 
 



 
 

All Saints Celebration 
Grace (Ridgeway) UMC— 
Saturday, November 3rd at 5:00PM 
Dodgeville UMC—Sunday,  
November 4th at 9:00AM 
 
At our worship services we will honor 
those in our church family who have died since our last gathering for 
All Saints, and we will also take time to member those in our 
community who have been served by our church community for the 
funeral service of their loved one. In addition, we will celebrate the 
sacrament of Holy Communion after the time of recognition. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ADULT FELLOWSHIP 
 
On November 8th at 6:00 PM, adult fellowship will meet in 
fellowship hall for a potluck.  Terry & Penny Edwards will 
give a presentation on their travels.  All adults in the church 
are invited to join us! 

 



CURRENT MONTH    SEPTEMBER 2018                        
 
Monthly Income                $   11,685 
Monthly Expenses Paid     $   16,260 
Net Income for month       $  < 4,575 > 
Apportionments Paid         $     1,835   
Unpaid Apportionments    $        170  
 
YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 
Years Income                    $  124,387 
Years Expenses Paid         $  124,242 
Net Income for Year       $           145 
Apportionments Paid         $   16,600      
Unpaid Apportionments    $     1,445       
 
 

 
 

 Giving/Attendance Stats 
October 

Week Attendance Offering 
1 84 $4,128 
2 86 $1,421 
3 81 $3,670 
4 n/a n/a 

 



  
 

A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHURCH 
 
And all ate and were filled; and they took up twelve baskets full of 
broken pieces and of the fish.  Those who had eaten the loaves 
numbered five thousand men. (Mark 6:42-44 , NRSV)  
 
The story of the loaves and the fishes illustrates God’s abundance.  
It also illustrates the often seen configuration of Stewardship 
attitudes in our churches.    
 
The needs of the many are great.  It is late in the day and Jesus 
sees that the people are hungry and takes compassion on them.  
Then as now, Jesus tells his disciples to feed his people.    
 
The leaders are skeptical.  The disciples say, “There isn’t enough.  
We don’t have enough money to buy bread for all these people.”  
 
A few give generously, sacrificially.  In the story, a young boy 
gives up his entire lunch, a few loaves and fishes.  
 
Jesus blesses our gifts and multiplies them in ways that are 
difficult for us to comprehend.  The few loaves and fishes given 
to Christ and blessed by him turn out to feed 5,000 with baskets of 
food left over.  
 
Trygve David Johnson has noted, “that the ministry I serve in Christ 
pivots not on how much I have or what I can give, but rather on how 
much God gives by multiplying what I have.”  
 
Often at this time of year, when our thoughts turn to Stewardship, 
our churches act as if there is scarcity.  Tentatively asking their 
congregants to give a little from their scarcity.  The disciples said, 
“We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.”  But, if we have 
the right Stewardship attitude, then we will experience abundance.  
“Bring me your nothing, ask for my blessing,” says Christ, “and I will 
turn it into something.”  
 
So this year, let us boldly invite people to abide in the Kingdom of 
Abundance.  
 

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 



 

 

  

 

 
THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!    THANK YOU! 

 
The UMW wishes to thank everyone who helped in any way to 
make our Fall Rummage and Bake Sale a huge success!! 
We want to give a huge thank you to the trustees for getting the 
tables set up for us, the Saturday “clean-up” crew and the 
Feeding Friends program for your cooperation in serving the 
Wednesday evening meal in the Narthex. 
 
We want to give a special thanks to Barb Phillips who spent 
many, many hours helping us get everything ready. Thank you 
to everyone for the generous donations of rummage items and 
baked goods. We counted approximately 33 individuals who 
helped us out during this 5 day event, without your generous 
donation of time it never would have happened.  
 
The money that was earned will be used to support our church 
with donations to the general fund, the purchase of 10 sets of 
Grief Books, and money that is set aside for kitchen supplies 
and up-keep.  
 
We will be able to meet our pledge to mission to the South 
West District UMW and support community charities and 
programs such as the Iowa County Food Pantry, the Free 
Clinic, Santa Cop and other community and church programs.  
 
UMW WI Conference missions that we support include the 
Northcott Neighborhood House, United Methodist Children’s 
Services, and Harbor House Crisis Shelter, all in Wisconsin; 
and the Redbird Mission in Kentucky. We also help to support 
the Madison Mission Chaplaincy and will provide gift cards to 
DUMC College Students. Again we say thank you, we very 
sincerely appreciate your efforts and support!! 
 



 



 



 



 

 

 
  

PLEASE PRAY: 
John Schwartz, Hannah Thomas, Marilyn Liddle, Anna Olson, Eileen, 
Joyce Aschliman, Lois Dobson, Candy, John Hlavac, Bill Wilson, Alan 
Jewell, Nicole B., John Harker, Barb Brewer, Tony Gindt, Joyce, Kristen, 
Rose Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, Ann Portzen, Jean Leigh, 
Ron Hunter, Jack O’Bryan, Mary Jean Thomas, Mary Ellen Schultze, 
Jeff Dux 

 

 
 
2 – Jon Trankle 
3 – Eunice Jewell 
3 - Jase Mulder  
4 – Pastor Jim 
12 - Lee Oxnem  
14 - Merlin Gorsline  
15 - Lois Nelson  
22 - Karl Lasse  
24 - Bev Strutt  
25 - Cathryn Tredinnick  
26 – Justin Athey  
26 – Zach Hickman 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS Daylight Savings Time 
Ends November 4th!  

Remember to set your 
clock back. 

T 
H 
A 
N 
K 
s 

No November 
Anniversaries 

Please contact the office 
if your special day is not 

listed! 



 
 
  

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
Please check out the bulletin board in the hall at church for 

more information about these opportunities. 
 
 
 

Renewable Energy in Faith Communities 
November 4, Noon – 2:00 PM (lunch provided) 

Grace Lutheran Church 
 
  

Looking for Salvation Army Bell Ringers 
www.registertoring.com 

 
 

Pasty Supper 
Thursday, November 1st 4:30-7:30 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Edmunc 
 
 

Upland Hills Auxiliary 
Love Lights 

$5.00 per light 
In Honor or Memory of a Loved One 
Mail to Upland Hills Health Auxiliary 

800 Compassion Way 
Dodgeville, WI  53533-0800 
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