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Advent: A Season of Preparation 
 
This edition of “The Compass” will be coming out to you 
 right around, or perhaps a little bit after, Thanksgiving. November 22nd 
is the earliest possible date that you can have for Thanksgiving! 
Everything is feeling a bit too early this year. Black Friday kicks off the 
Christmas shopping season. My Christmas decorations get put up the 
day after Thanksgiving and then it feels like we are completely in 
Christmas mode! 
 
In most stores, Christmas starts right around when Halloween has 
wrapped up. We are being programmed to be in the Christmas mode so 
early, that by the time Christmas actually comes around, we’re 
exhausted. Despite what the world around us might be doing, I would 
like the congregations of Dodgeville UMC and Grace (Ridgeway) 
UMC to take their times. Before we get to Christmas, I think it is 
important for us to honor the season of Advent. 
 
The season of Advent consists of  
four Sundays in which we are  
called on to prepare. Our mind  
quickly jumps to a need to prepare  
ourselves for the celebration of  
Jesus’ birth. That is a part of the  
purpose of Advent. There is an entirely different element to this Advent 
preparation. Advent was also meant to be a time in which we prepared 
ourselves for the time when Jesus would return to be with his people. 
So, Advent prepares for Jesus’ first, and second arrival.  
 
With this in mind, during the Saturdays/Sundays of Advent, we will 
have a sermon series called “Prepare the Way.” Each week, we will be 
looking at Old Testament prophecy and seeing the ways that is was 
fulfilled in the Jesus Christ: 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

· December 2nd — “Stand” (Jeremiah 33:14-16 & Luke 21:25-
36) 

· December 9th — “Refine” (Malachi 3:1-4 & Luke 3:1-6) 
· December 16th — “Do” (Zephaniah 3:14-20 & Luke 3:7-18) 
· December 23rd — “Welcome” (Micah 5:2-5a & Luke 1:39-55) 

These messages will help to make Old/New Testament connections 
and will also have us thinking about the dual arrival that we prepare 
for. I think the season of Advent is very important for us so that we 
might truly appreciate the celebration of Christmas. 
 
It is because of this practice that I sometimes receive a little bit of 
flack. During the Sundays of December since I have been pastor here, 
I will get Connection Cards from folks that ask, “Where are the 
Christmas carols?” During the season of Advent, we will sing Advent 
hymns songs (Ok…I might make an exception or two as we get really 
close!), and during the season of Christmas (yes, there is a season!) we 
will sing our favorite Christmas hymns and carols. 
 
I look forward to being on this journey with you during December. 
Happy Advent! Merry Christmas! 

        
         ~ Pastor Jim 

 
 

Christmas Eve Service Schedule 
 
All services on Christmas Eve will include several Christmas carols, and 
will end with the singing of Silent Night by candlelight. 

 

 
 
 

5:00PM at Grace (Ridgeway) UMC – 
traditional worship service with Communion 
7:00PM at Dodgeville UMC – 
contemporary worship service with praise 
band and community prayer time 
9:00PM at Dodgeville UMC – traditional 
worship service with vocal choir, bell choir, 
and Communion 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 

Everyone is invited to the annual UMW Christmas “Potluck” 
dinner on Thursday, December 13th  in Fellowship Hall at 

6:30PM. Please bring a dish to pass and feel free to bring a 
guest.  We look forward to a time of celebration and fellowship. 

 

 
 
 

 

Deck the Halls 

Please plan to stay after worship on December 2nd  
to help decorate the church building. 



 



 

 
  

 
 



 
  

PLEASE PRAY: 
 

John Schwartz, Hannah Thomas, Marilyn Liddle, Anna Olson, Eileen, 
Joyce Aschliman, Lois Dobson, Candy, John Hlavac, Bill Wilson, Alan 
Jewell, Nicole B., John Harker, Tony Gindt, Joyce, John Kristen, Rose 
Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, Ann Portzen, Jean Leigh, Ron 
Hunter, Jack O’Bryan, Mary Jean Thomas, Mary Ellen Schultze, Jeff Dux 
  

DECEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
29 – Dale & Nancy Mortimer 
31 – Art & Margaret Humbert 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
3 - Scott Godfrey 
4 - Keith Bowers   
5 - Mylee Mulder   
8 - Mary Terrill 
12 - Denise Tolzman  
14 - James Short 
15 – Nicholas Johnsrud  
17 – Ivy Wilson 
19 – Holly Starr 
20 – Mary Wilson  
22 – Robin Digman  
22 – Dawn Van Epps 
23 – Rosemary Edwards 
29 – Mary Lou Oxnem 
31 – Julie Colden 

Poinsettia Orders 
Opportunities to order Poinsettias for display in the 

sanctuary during the Christmas season will be offered 
November 25th – December 9th.  Those who order plants 
may take them home after the Christmas Eve service or  

the Sunday after. 
 

 



 

 
 
 

  

Thank you to 
everyone who 
provided food 

and/or served at 
our mother’s 

funeral.   
Your kindness 

and hard work are 
sincerely 

appreciated! 
 

Carla & family of 
Cleo Miess-James 

 
CANDLE 

LIGHTING 
CEREMONY 

 
Compassionate 
Friends will be 

holding a Candle 
Lighting 

Ceremony on 
Sunday, 

December 9th at 
6:00 PM at 

DUMC.     
 

Giving/Attendance Stats 
Week Attendance Offering 

November 
1 94 $5,849 
2 95 $5,909 
3 101 $1,555 
4 n/a $ 

 

 
 

Advent Service of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 16th at 5:00PM 

Grace (Ridgeway) United Methodist Church 
 

 
  
 

Now in its fourth year, Grace UMC joins St. 
Bridget’s Catholic Church and anyone else 
in the community to this traditional service 
of lessons and carols. Hear the story of 
salvation through Jesus Christ from the 
Bible with your favorite Advent & 
Christmas carols in between. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

CURRENT MONTH  October 
 
BUDGETED ITEMS 
 
CURRENT MONTH 
 

Monthly Income               _$       12,857 
Monthly Expenses Paid    _$       13,885  
Net Income for month        $      < 1,028 > 
Apportionments Paid          $         1,835  
Unpaid Apportionments   _$            170     
 
 
YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH 
 

Years Income                   $ _137,244 
Years Expenses Paid        $   137,874 
Net Income for Year        $    <    630  > 
Apportionments Paid       $     18,356   
Unpaid Apportionments   $      1,615     
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 
 

There will not be a regular meeting of UMW in December. 
Instead, the annual UMW Christmas Potluck is scheduled for 
Thursday, December 13 at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. You are 
invited to bring a guest and a dish to share.  Beverages will be 
provided. After the dinner there will be a program and time for 
fellowship.  
 
The Grace Post Circle will meet at noon on Monday, 
December 10 at Louise Price’s home for their annual 
Christmas meeting. There will be a Pot Luck lunch and “Pot 
Luck” Devotions following the lunch.  
 
The Evening Star Circle will not meet in December. 
 



  
Giving – The Community of Love 

 
Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love 
covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without 
complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 
Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of 
God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God 
supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through 
Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 4:8-11a , NRSV)  
 
In addition to being secure in God’s abundance, good stewards 
need to be oriented toward building a community of love.  We 
do this because it is what God wants for us and because it 
glorifies God: our community of love is God made visible to 
those who cannot see him.  The community of love has many 
aspects:  
 
Loving God.  In order to best love others, we must love God 
first.  This is the greatest commandment and the source of our 
love.  
 
Loving one another.  More than loving others as ourselves, we 
are called to recognize that we share the same shortcomings 
and sinfulness in the eyes of God.  Therefore, in constant love 
for one another we avoid being judgmental and practice 
forgiveness.  
 
Living out our giftedness in the Body of Christ.  We share 
the gifts that the Holy Spirit has bestowed on us in order to build 
the church.  We have all things in common:  we study scripture 
and pray together, we are in fellowship and break bread 
together, we give generously and distribute the proceeds to 
meet our needs and the needs of others.  
 
Witnessing to God’s glory.  We as individuals and as the 
church exist to glorify God.  The community of love is a light that 
shines for all to see.  This stewardship season let us remember 
not just what we give, but why we give:  so that God may be 
glorified in all things through Jesus Christ.  
 

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
  



 

 

  

CHOIR NOTES 
 
The Choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, December 2 and 
December 16. We will also sing at the Candlelight Christmas 
Eve service on Monday, December 24 at 9:00PM. We will 
rehearse at 8:00AM before the Sunday services and at 
8:30PM on Christmas Eve.  
 

Announcement on Announcements at DUMC 
 
If you’ve been to church recently, you’ve likely  
seen the announcement that starting December  
2nd, we will no longer be having the sharing of  
announcements at the beginning of worship. This 
was the result of a discussion and a  
recommendation of the Worship Committee that  
was brought before the Church Council for a  
vote. I personally started this conversation  
because of two concerns that I had: (1) Most of our announcements 
highlight events already on the announcement insert in the bulletin or 
already available on the screen before worship and (2) Time spent lifting 
up announcements, sometimes close to 5 minutes, is not really a 
worshipful act. 
 
In our Church Council discussion, we preferred to keep God Moments 
and Prayer Concerns as an open-sharing experience because these are 
worshipful parts of the service. 
 
If you want something to appear on the announcement page or on the 
screen before worship, please make sure to email or call Carla at the 
church office by Thursday morning at 10:00AM so that we can include 
those items. 
 
Thank you for your understanding as we make this change in our 
worship experience!    -Pastor Jim 
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER 

Tuesday, December 25th, 11:30 - 1:30 PM at Culver’s.  
 Reservations: for a delivered meal, or to eat at Culver’s, call at 
930-3392.   Monetary donations at the door will be used for the 

cost of the meal. 
11th Annual Spectacular Spectacular! 

Saturday, December 1st at 5:30PM 
Barneveld Lutheran Church 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

Christmas Cookie and Candy Sale 
Faith Lutheran Church, Mineral Point 

Saturday, December 1st    
7:30 AM to 2:00 PM 

Upland Hills Health Hospital Auxiliary 
LOVE LIGHTS 

Purchase a “light” on the Love Lights display to honor or 
remember a loved one.  For more information call the 

hospital Community Relations Department  
at 930-7200, ext. 4820 

 

 



 

Our Annual Giving Tree is located in the Narthex.  To 
participate, please take an ornament from the tree and purchase 

the item listed on it as a gift to a resident at  
a local Nursing Home. 
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