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By the time this newsletter comes out the National Basketball
Association (NBA) season will be a little over half way done, and
the Milwaukee Bucks are doing very well, doing much better than
anyone expected under new head coach Mike Budenholzer. | was
checking out a website that had given the coaching staff and
players of the Milwaukee Bucks a letter grade based on their
performance through half the season. Players like Giannis
Antetokounmpo scored very well ©. With the Packers season
over, however, and no playoff appearance to speak of, the report
cards for the 2018 season are not so good.

Between playoff football, NBA and college basketball, and
baseball spring training coming sooner than you think, | have had
sports on the brain, and thinking about all these team grades had
me thinking about Dodgeville United Methodist Church as we
reflect on 2018. | don’t necessarily plan on giving out grades, but
with 2018 statistical reports due at the end of January, | can’t help
but do some comparison and evaluation.

Church Attendance: In 2017, we averaged
88 people in worship, which for the first
time in many years saw an actual increase

in attendance. At the end of 2018, we faet]
averaged 86 people in worship. Statistically,

| would say that we are about the same, /
but it is certainly my hope that we turn the

page into 2019 that we will see this number

trending up consistently. My messages throughout the month of

January and into February will be emphasizing our strategy as a
church to do this!




Membership: When | first arrived as pastor of Dodgeville UMC,
our statistical report said that we had a membership of 220.
Carla and | quickly discovered that these numbers were an
inaccurate reflection of our membership; it was actually about
190 at the time. Through the hard work of the Membership Care
and Concern Committee we have been in contact with some of
our members that we have lost touch with, to see if they have
found a new congregational home or were no longer interested in
being connected to the church. At the end of 2017, our
membership was 174. At the end of 2018, it was 172. We have
taken quite a few folks off our membership who were not active,
but have also added several new individuals and families as well.

Financial Giving: At the end of 2017, we ended the year pretty
close to balanced, but were just a little bit behind. It also required
us to make a strong push at the end of the year using the
Christmas offering to do so. At the end of 2018, we ended the
year $9,000 ahead of expenses, and we were able to give a
$1,200 Christmas offering to mission organizations as well. We
also paid 92% of our apportionments in 2018 and we are
planning to move to 100% payment moving forward in 2019.

Missions: Feedings Friends, by far our most impactful ministry
as church, continues to grow in the number of people that it
reaches. In 2017, we averaged around 100 people served each
week at the meal. In 2018, we averaged 120 people served each
week. How exciting to see this ministry continue to grow!

| am certainly encouraged by our financial situation as a church.
We will be seeking to pay our apportionments in full this year,
hiring a part-time custodian, and encouraging the Trustees to
begin work on some much needed projects around the church.
We are being optimistic in our projections for 2019 and | am
hopeful that our giving trends continue. Certainly our
membership numbers and worship attendance numbers are
steady, but we would like to see them grow as well.

Where is God leading us as we begin 20197 | look forward to the
opportunities that we will have to pray about this, and discover it
together.

~ Pastor Jim



We’re Hiring: Part-Time

Custodial Position

| realize that when the newsletter comes

out, there will only be one week left, but

we want to get the word out as much as

we can! Dodgeville United Methodist \

Church is looking to hire a part-time \

custodian for the church. The position ‘

will be 10 hours per week at $14 per [

hour. The work hours are flexible. If you are interested in
applying, there will be applications available at the Information
Table at church. Otherwise you can email the church at:
office@dodgevilleumc.org and we can email you an application!

CHOIR NOTES
The Choir will rehearse on Wednesday, January 30 at 7:00PM in
the Chapel/Music Room. We are scheduled to sing Sunday,
February 3™ and Sunday, February 17". We will rehearse at
8:15AM on those Sundays. There is also a Wednesday night
rehearsal scheduled for February 27 at 7.00PM. We welcome
new and/or returning members at any time.

January Attendance/Giving
Date Attendance Offering
1/6/19 78 $4,347
1/13/19 82 $2,522
1/20/19 61 $2,348
1/27/19

RIDGEWAY GRACE UMW
The Ridgeway Grace UMW will be meeting
February 5th at 2:00 PM.




UNITED METHODIST WOMEN EVENTS
All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
these “happenings’

The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday,
February 7 at 7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. (The officers will meet
at 6:30PM in the library.) This is our first meeting of 2019 and
we want all women of the church to know that you are welcome
to attend. The evening will include a brief service of installation
for the 2019 officers as a part of the business meeting. Mary
James will lead us in the program titled “Women Investing in
Shalom” from our “Sisterhood of Grace” program book.
Refreshments will be served by the officers.

The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, February 11 at
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. The program will be a continuation
or discussion of the program “Women Investing in Shalom” led
by Mary James. Martha Boyer is in charge of refreshments.
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, February 18 at
1:00PM at the Country Kitchen. Louise Price will lead the
devotions.

Heads up for March events:
The World Day of Prayer service that was to be held at St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church on March 1 has been canceled.

Start gathering up your gently used clothing, kitchen items,
dishes, jewelry, household décor, etc. as the annual spring
rummage/bake sale is scheduled earlier this year! Set up dates
are March 26-28, sale dates are March 29-30. There will be
more information in the March newsletter.

Pancake
Breakfast is
happening

February 10th
8:00—11:00 AM.




Financial Renort

CURRENT MONTH December

BUDGETED ITEMS

CURRENT MONTH

Monthly Income $ 17,391
Monthly Expenses Paid _$ 12,140
Net Income for month $ 5,251
Apportionments Paid $ 1,835
Unpaid Apportionments _$ 170

YEAR TOTALS THROUGH CURRENT MONTH

Years Income $ 170,277
Years Expenses Paid $ 161,280
Net Income for Year $ 8,947
Apportionments Paid  $ 22,050
Unpaid Apportionments  $ 1,930

Giving Statements
If you would like a copy of your 2018 giving
statement mailed or emailed to you, please call
the church office (935-5451).




GIVING
Prayer and Gratitude

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
(2 Corinthians 9:15)

Henri Nouwen has said, “As our prayer deepens into constant
awareness of God’s goodness, the spirit of gratitude grows
within us.”

This implies a cause and effect relationship: prayer causes
gratitude. Therefore, it seems that just saying, or praying,
“Thanks” is not enough. What does prayer do to grow gratitude?

Focuses us on God. Prayer moves our focus from ourselves
to God. It reminds us that we are not intended to be self-
sufficient, rather, God provides us with we need, sometimes,
even with the gift that moves us toward God’s grace.

Reminds us Who is the Giver. God is the giver of all good
gifts and graces. All of our blessings come from God. Through
prayer, we come to recognize that we have so much to be
thankful for... just pray for the most important people and
blessings in your life and you will find that the list gets very long
very quickly.

Keeps us Positive. With our eyes on our blessings, we have
little room for complaining and negativity. One cannot be
thankful and negative at the same time.

Moves us closer to God. Debbie McDaniel has pointed out
that prayer, “opens up the door for continued blessings. It
invites His presence. Our spirits are refreshed and renewed in
Him. God loves to give good gifts to His children. He delights in
our thankfulness and pours out His Spirit and favor over those
who give honor and gratitude to Him.”

This is what Stewardship looks like in the Kingdom of God. Let
us pray ourselves and our churches into the Kingdom.

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation




PARSONAGE KITCHEN UPDATE
Horray! The parsonage kitchen project is finished AND
completely paid for. Thank you to all who donated money,
provided labor, and supported the fundraisers.

Together we accomplished a lot!

The total cost of the project was $13,844 and we were able to
raise $13,874.

The money came from these sources:

3 Trustee Pancake Breakfasts: $1,542

Monetary Donations: $4,768
Pie Sale: $ 926
Fall Dinner: $3,496
Christmas Cookie Sale: $ 942
2018 Budget for parsonage $2,200

The project included painting, refinishing trim and doors,
painting, and installing a new garage person door. The following
items were installed: new linoleum flooring (in kitchen, bath, and
hall), new oak cupboards, a new island, kitchen sink and faucet,
bathroom vanity with marble sink and faucet, new wood
baseboards, and new electrical box.

We purchased new ceiling lights, counter height stools, deadbolt
locks, refrigerator, gas stove, dishwasher, microwave and
garbage disposal.

Thank you so much,

-Parsonage Kitchen Project Committee
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Please pray: John Schwartz, Marilyn Liddle, Anna Olson, Eileen,
Joyce Aschliman, Lois Dobson, Candy, John Hlavac, Bill Wilson, Alan
Jewell, Nicole B., John Harker, Tony Gindt, Joyce, John Kristen, Rose
Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, Ann Portzen, Ron Hunter,
Jack O'Bryan, Mary Jean Thomas, Mary Ellen Schultze, Jeff Dux, Jack
Meixelsperger, Kathy Bryant, Scott, Katie, Bill Anderson, Parker
Adelman

Magnum Opus, the only Christian professional
dance company in Wisconsin, is headed to the
Mineral Point Opera House on February 15th for a
performance that is mixed with classical,
contemporary and Christian music in conjunction
with beautiful movement. For more information
visit www.magnumopusballet.org .

Registration is now open for the
2019 IF Gathering for Women
hosted in Texas and live-streamed to Hidden
Valley Community Church February 8 & 9. Please
go to https://hiddenv.iflocal.com and fill out the
registration. Cost is $25.00. This cost covers snacks
and beverages on February 8th and continental
breakfast and lunch on February 9th. If you have
any questions or concerns please email
conneci@hiddenv.com.




FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

1 - Ron Symons

2 - Bonnie Oxnem

9 - Tom Harman

10 - Jeff Starr

13 - Mary Jean Thomas
19 - Dee Dochnahl

26 - Eliza Godfrey

27 - Don Smith

28 — Betty Larson

28 - Carol Thomas




