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Prepared especially for…

Members and Friends of
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Holy Week and Easter
Brothers and sisters in Christ, during this
month of April we will continue our
Lenten Journey in which we seek God
“With All Our Heart.” This Lenten season
prepares us for the celebration of Easter.
As we continue this journey to celebration,
I wanted to make you aware of services
for Holy Week and Easter…
Holy Week:
· Palm/Passion Sunday Service – April 14th at 9:00AM at
Dodgeville UMC: As has been our tradition for the last few
years, we will begin the service with a celebration of Palm
Sunday in which we remember Jesus’ triumphant entrance
into Jerusalem. The service will then take a turn as we will
hear a dramatic reading of the Passion story from the
Gospel of Luke.
·

Maundy Thursday Service – April 18th at 6:00PM at
Plymouth UCC—We will first gather together for a simple
meal of soup and sandwiches provided by our two
congregations. Plymouth will be providing the soup, and
we will be providing the sandwiches. If you are planning
on attending, if you could bring a small amount of
sandwiches for the meal, that would be greatly
appreciated.

·

Good Friday Service – April 19th at 7:00PM at
Dodgeville UMC

Easter—He is risen!
There will be a change this year in that we will have two
services on Easter morning, one at each of our churches.
Grace UMC will be having Easter morning worship at 7:00AM
and Dodgeville UMC will have their service at 9:00AM. Both
services will offer a celebration of Holy Communion, along with
a renewal of our baptismal covenant. Dodgeville’s service will
have trumpets accompanying the hymns, our vocal choir, and
bell choir.
~ Pastor Jim

2019 General Conference Review
I promised that I would give an
update as to the results of the
2019 Special General Conference
that took place February 23rd-26th
in St. Louis, MO.
Leading up the General
Conference, of the three plans
generated by the Commission on a Way Forward, the Council
of Bishops endorsed the One Church Plan. It allowed for
individual churches and pastors to make determinations within
their own churches about same sex marriages, and would
leave it up to individual Annual Conferences to make
determinations about the ordination of LGTBQ clergy.
Both in the legislative session, and on the floor of the General
Conference, the One Church Plan was voted down. The
Traditional Plan, another of the three plans produced by the
Commission on a Way Forward, which sought to affirm the
current position of The United Methodist Church on human
sexuality, passed in part. It would strengthen accountability
measures for those who would violate the Book of Discipline
and its stance on human sexuality. The constitutionality of
what was passed in this plan will be determined by the Judicial
Council. There is much discussion about how they might rule
on the various parts of this plan that passed.
A resolution to allow churches to more easily leave the

denomination with their assets also passed. Much of this will
be reviewed by the Judicial Council, which will determine if
what was passed is actually constitutional. From what I hear, it
is unlikely to pass the council, but we shall see.
Some of you have asked what this all means for The United
Methodist Church. For now, I suggest we wait and see what
the Judicial Council has to say. In the meantime, what I believe
we did see is a statement made by the worldwide United
Methodist Church. While the United Methodist Church in the
US and Europe skews progressive overall, the United
Methodist Church in Africa and Asia skews conservative and
continues to grow in number, while here it is shrinking. Thus,
overall the denomination is conservative, and is likely to grow
more conservative. Thus, the voting pattern continues to be
one of voting on the more conservative side when it comes to
human sexuality.
There has obviously been a lot of talk about who won and who
lost. There has been a lot of talk about who might leave the
denomination. There has been a lot of talk on where we go
next. In my opinion, the topic of human sexuality will be hotly
contested again in 2020, and similar legislation will be
proposed as we continue to have a diverse opinion about it
across the whole denomination. Unlike 2019, in which most of
the delegates were the same from 2016, Annual Conferences
around the world will be electing new delegates for the 2020
General Conference. Our Annual Conference will be voting for
our delegates in June.
In the meantime, we will continue to be two churches that form
one charge in the Wisconsin Annual Conference of The United
Methodist Church. We will continue to live out our mission to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.
I will be back with another update in May, or June, depending
on when the Judicial Council makes its ruling. Until then, if you
have any questions, or if you would like to talk about this
further, please do not hesitate to make an appointment or
contact me.
~ Pastor Jim

The UMW wishes to thank everyone who helped in any way to
make our Spring Rummage and Bake Sale a huge success!!
We gratefully appreciate your generous donations of time and
effort.
We want to give a huge thank you to the trustees for getting
the tables set up for us, the Saturday “clean-up” crew, and the
Feeding Friends program for your cooperation in serving the
Wednesday evening meal in the Narthex.
We want to give a special thanks to Barb Phillips who spent
many, many hours helping us get everything ready. Thank you
to everyone for the generous donations of rummage items and
baked goods.
The money that was earned will be used to support our church
with donations to the general fund, the purchase of Grief
Books, and money that is set aside for kitchen supplies and
up-keep. We will be able to meet our pledge to mission to the
South West District UMW and support community charities and
programs such as the Iowa County Food Pantry, the Free
Clinic, Santa Cop, the Dodger Food Locker, and other
community and church programs.
UMW WI Conference missions that we help to support include
the Northcott Neighborhood House, United Methodist
Children’s Services, and Harbor House Crisis Shelter, all in
Wisconsin; and the Redbird Mission in Kentucky. We also help
to support the Madison Mission Chaplaincy and will provide gift
cards to DUMC College Students. Again we say thank you, we
very sincerely appreciate your efforts and support!!

All Women of the church are invited and
encouraged to attend the following meetings and events –
Local Unit Activities and Special Events
The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, April 4 at
7:00PM. Because of another event that will be held in Fellowship
Hall at the same time we will hold our meeting in the Library. The
officers will meet at 6:30PM preceding the unit meeting. Jeanne
Kapotas will present the program and Louise Price will be the
hostess.
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, April 8 at 7:00PM
in Fellowship Hall. Shirley Lewis will serve as the hostess and
Nancy Mortimer will present the devotions.
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, April 15 at 1:00PM
at the Country Kitchen. Marian Reynolds will present the
devotions.
The annual Wisconsin Conference Mission U is scheduled for
July 22, 2019—July 25, 2019. The event will be held once again
at the Hotel Mead and Conference Center in Wisconsin Rapids,
WI. The theme for the event is RADICAL DISCIPLESHIP—THEN
AND NOW. The studies this year include a study of the Gospel
of Mark, the topic of money, and the inspiring story of women
organized for mission. All are welcome. You do not have to be a
member of United Methodist Women to attend.” Early bird”
registration rate ends on June 1, all registration ends July 1.
Scholarships are available through our local unit as well as from
the conference. If you are interested please see Charlene
Mingst, Robin Digman, or Martha Boyer.

COME VISIT WITH ROSEMARY EDWARDS
Interview by Jeanne Kapotas
Rosemary is a beautiful soft spoken Christian
lady at the age of 91. She grew up on a farm in
Darlington. She was the 3rd youngest of 12
children. All of the children had assigned chores
which they performed faithfully. She attended a
rural school in Otter Creek and graduated high
school in Darlington. Her mother encouraged her and her sister
to attend Platteville College where she earned an educational
degree. She taught five years in a rural school with seven very
bright pupils.
She met Bob, her husband to be, at a dance at the Platteville
Armory. He was batching it on a farm and she said he needed
a helper. He proposed in the car on the farm. They married
June 1st, 1948. They farmed together and she taught school in
a nearby rural school. Later they moved to Belmont and ran a
restaurant. Then in 1962 they had a restaurant on the outskirts
of Dodgeville. She subbed at Ridgeway School nine years and
then became a second grade teacher in Dodgeville for 29
years.
They were blessed with four sons – Ed, Terry, Curt and Doug.
They were a very sports minded family. She has five
grandchildren and four great grandchildren.
She likes living in Dodgeville where you can feel safe and are
surrounded by wonderful people. Some of her hobbies are
crocheting and crafts. She loves music, and plays the piano
and accordion by ear. Her favorite song is “It Is Well With My
Soul.”
They joined our church after Utha Hutton invited her sons to
Sunday School. Also, Bob had been a Methodist. She was the
Sunday School Superintendent here and was and is involved in
many church activities including being president
of Grace Post Circle and UMW.
Thank you Rosemary for taking this interview and for being
such a devoted servant in our church. God bless you.

VBS IS COMING!
“To Mars and Beyond!” begins. Sunday, July 21 and runs
through Thursday, July 25 (5:00-8:00). Participants should be
age 4 through the completion of 5th Grade. We encourage past
participants who are too old to participate to consider sharing
your gifts and talents with us as VBS volunteers! Call the
church office at 935-5451 for more information.
ADULT FELLOWSHIP
Adult Fellowship will resume on Thursday,
April 11th at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
Please bring a dish to share; table service
and beverages will be provided. The meal will be followed
by a presentation by Cory Berg about the Quality Liquid
Feeds business. All adults of the church are encouraged to
attend.

CHOIR NOTES
The Choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, April
7th and on Easter Sunday, April 21st. We will
rehearse on Wednesday, April 3rd at 7:00 PM
and at 8:00AM on the Sundays that we sing.
We welcome new and/or returning members at any time. If
you have any questions please contact Charlene Mingst at
935-5758

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
ANNUAL FRIEND’S NIGHT
.

Thursday, May 16th
at 7:00 PM
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FINANCIAL REPORT HIGHLIGHTS
February Net Income
($3,010)
Year to Date Net Income
($5,058)
-Year to Date expenses are down $3,000 to last year and $4,500
under budget
-Year to Date Giving (Tithing) is down $10,000 or 33% from last year.
While that is a big number, there is an explanation for the trend:
$8,000 of the variance occurred in January. In 2017 there were
several large end of year contributions made and posted in January
2018. Those specific contributions took advantage of tax law changes
that were implemented in 2018 and were anticipated by the Finance
committee. February was only down 17% to last year and could have
been impacted by attendance impacted by inclement weather. We
will be offering options to make it easier for people to maintain their
giving through automatic bank withdrawals, etc.
-100% of apportionments were paid (included above in Service and
Outreach)
More detail on what makes up our expenses will be communicated
later this month with reference material available for those
interested.
Respectfully Submitted by the Finance Committee
Tina Smith and John Aschliman, co-chairs

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
The United Methodist Women has budgeted $200 for Church
Camp scholarships. The deadline for applying for a scholarship
is July 1, 2019. If you are planning to attend a Church Camp this
summer and would like to request a scholarship, please write a
letter that includes the name of the camp, the type of camp, and
if possible, a copy of the camp confirmation receipt that includes
the fees. This letter then can be given to Robin Digman—
Treasurer of the UMW or Charlene Mingst. The amount of each
scholarship is determined by the number of requests.

GIVING
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being
united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any
common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and
compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being likeminded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of
one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.
(Philippians 2:1-3)
The folks at Network for Good remind us that giving is a
human transaction; we usually give for reasons of the
heart (emotionally) rather than for reasons of the head
(rationally). Here are some reasons that donors have
given for their contributions:
• Someone I know asked me to give, and I wanted to
help them
• Felt emotionally moved by someone’s story
• Want to feel I’m not powerless in the face of need and
can help (this is especially true during disasters)
• Want to feel I’m changing someone’s life
• Feel a sense of closeness to my church
• Want to memorialize someone
• Was raised to give to church—it’s tradition in my family
• It makes me feel connected to other people and builds
my social network
• Want to have a good image of myself/my family
• Want to leave a legacy that perpetuates my support for
the church
• Feel fortunate and want to give something back to
others
• My faith teaches me to support the church
• Want to be seen as a leader/role model
Why do you give? The stewardship leaders of your church
should be asking this question of you on a regular basis. If
they don’t, ask them why not?
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR MARCH:
Sunday

9:00

Offering

March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24

77
74
83
89

$4,690
$3,315
$2,726
$1,713
PIE SOCIAL

Apple, blueberry, pecan, lemon meringue?
Which pie is your favorite?
Come check out our selection at the 3rd Annual Pie Social
on Sunday April 28, 2019!
That morning we will be serving pie with ice cream and selling
whole pies from 9:00 am until 11:00 am.
The suggested donations are
$3.00 per slice,
$12.00 for a whole pie.
There may be some other goodies to enjoy as well.
Volunteers, PLEASE put on your aprons
and get out your rolling pins!
We are looking for volunteers to bake pies.
Last year we had a delicious assortment of pies.
Please let Bobbi Butteris (608-935-2693) know
what kind of pie you are going to bring!
We have talked with the Trustees, and the money raised will go
towards repair and upgrading projects on the church building.
This could include cement work on the ramp and new windows.
Thank you for your help and support!

LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE
April Loose Change for Change is designated to Ingathering
at Annual Conference.

ALL CHURCH PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUND RAISER
Sunday April 14, 2019, 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM
The Trustees of the Dodgeville
Methodist Church are hosting a pancake
breakfast on Sunday, April 14 in the church
fellowship hall. Cost is a free will offering.
Menu is pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs,
cinnamon rolls, juice, cheese apple sauce and beverages.
The community is invited.

Dan Holmes in Concert May 5th
Christian singer/songwriter
Dan Holmes will be
Appearing May 5th, 2019 at
3:00PM at Grace United
Methodist Church in
Ridgeway, WI located at
501 Main St. – Ridgeway,
WI 53582.
Dan is an "old school singer/
songwriter" creating music
about the presence of God in our world. His musical influences
include Paul Simon, Dan Fogelberg, James Taylor and others.
He has performed at over 150 churches in Illinois, Indiana,
Wisconsin, Iowa, Florida, Ohio and California. He has also
performed at the Illinois State Fair and the Susan G. Komen 3
Day Walk for Breast Cancer Cure.
Dan has written music for the Appalachia Service Project and
has toured England in 2014 and 2016! Dan says, “Through the
sharing of music, we can celebrate what God is doing in us, for
us and through us! I am an old school singer/songwriter bringing
a gentle Christian message of hope!" His music will touch you,
inspire you and move you!
Please join us as we welcome Dan Holmes on May 5th to Grace
UMC at 3:00PM. A love offering will be taken during the concert
to support Dan Holmes and to thank him for his generous gift to
our community. For more information about Dan, visit his
website at www.danholmesmusic.com. For more information
about this event, please contact the church office at (608) 9355451.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
8 - Ron & Julie Symons
11 - Doug & Robin Digman
11 – Jeff & Jackie Dux
16 - Rich & Judy Strutt
PLEASE PRAY:
John Schwartz, Anna Olson,
Eileen, Joyce Aschliman, Lois
Dobson, Candy, John Hlavac,
Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell, Nicole B.,
John Harker, Tony Gindt, Joyce,
John Kristen, Rose Williams,
Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem,
Ann Portzen, Ron Hunter, Jack
O’Bryan, Mary Jean Thomas,
Mary Ellen Schultze, Jeff Dux,
Jack Meixelsperger, Kathy
Bryant, Scott, Katie, Parker
Adelman, Leah and family,
Walsh family, Doug Bartow,
Palmer Wilson, Clemmie Bollant
family

4 – Owen Beerkircher
5 - Kevin Kirschbaum
8 - Amber Price
9 - Chip Forrest
9 – Matt Harman
15 - Julie Athey
16 – Rose Hickman
17 – Ben Berryman
18 - Peggy Forrest
22 - John Houck
22 - Mike Weber
24 - Marilyn Liddle
25 - Jan Kirschbaum
27 - Mary Ellen Schultze
27 - Scott Tolzman

april

