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From Thursday afternoon, May 2nd, until Sunday evening, May 5th I 
will be at the Imago Dei Village in Clintonville, WI where I will be an 
Assistant Spiritual Director for the Women’s Walk to Emmaus 
event. I will be helping to provide spiritual guidance to around 35 
pilgrims who will be experiencing this spring’s Walk to Emmaus. 
Additionally, I will be giving a talk on Justifying Grace on the Friday 
afternoon of the event. I would appreciate your prayers of support 
as I give this talk. It is scheduled for 3:00PM that day. 
 
In Luke 24:13-35, the story of the walk to Emmaus, is one in which 
Jesus has an encounter with two men walking toward the village of 
Emmaus. The two men do not recognize Jesus, but he joins them 
on their journey. The two men are obviously saddened as they tell 
Jesus the story about how he himself had died. Jesus takes some 
time to interpret the scriptures for them, and also joins them for a 
meal in which Jesus breaks bread with them. It is at this moment 
that they recognize Jesus and he disappears. It is in (1) 
understanding scripture and (2) sharing communion that they 
realized who Jesus was. It is with this in mind that the Walk to 
Emmaus event was formed.  
 
If you are not familiar with the  
Walk to Emmaus event, it is a 
72-hour spiritual retreat meant 
to help people foster and grow 
a relationship with God.  It is meant to be an immersive event, so 
pilgrims on the walk must give up their watches, cell phones, and 
other devices that tell time or have access to the internet.  It is a 
time of prayer, worship, singing, and reflection. Throughout the 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
weekend, pilgrims hear fifteen different talks that cover a variety 
of topics. I am not really supposed to share much detail about 
the event, because should anyone participate in the Walk to 
Emmaus event, as much of it as possible should be a new 
discovery. No matter where someone is in their Christian 
journey, the Walk to Emmaus is often a very powerful spiritual 
experience in their lives. 
 
The Walk to Emmaus is a part of Upper Room ministries, and 
you can find out more by going to: 
http://emmaus.upperroom.org/. In the state of Wisconsin we 
have one Emmaus chapter, the Fox Valley chapter. For 
information more specific to the chapter in Wisconsin, go to: 
https://www.foxvalleyemmaus.com/. If you are interested in 
learning more about either the men’s or women’s walk events, 
feel free to make an appointment with me and I’d be glad to talk 
with you about it more. 
 
Blessings to you as we continue to celebrate this glorious 
season of Easter! 
     
        ~ Pastor Jim  



 

 

 
  

 

  
 

THE ANNUAL DODGEVILLE  
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN FRIENDS’ NIGHT  

 

is Thursday, May 16th 
at 7:00 PM at the church. 

Our special musical entertainment will feature 
Daniel and Judy Gilbertson otherwise 

known as 
Singin’ – n – Swingin’ 

Refreshments will be served after the program. 
Everyone is welcome – ladies and gentlemen!! 

 

 



  COME VISIT WITH MARILYN LIDDLE 
Interview by Jeanne Kapotas 
 
Marilyn was born and lived in Scales Mounds,  
Illinois for three years. She graduated from the  
Dubuque Senior High School, where she met a  
young man who was always winking and smiling  
at her. His name was Earl. They both attended the University 
of Dubuque. Marilyn earned a Home Economics Degree, and 
Earl an instrumental and Choral Degree.   
They went to a Drive inn for supper one night and then he 
proposed to her after a long ride. She said this was unusual 
because of very high gas prices at that time. He was 
determined! They were married 56 years until Earl passed 
away in 2008. 
 
They first lived in Dubuque where Earl had his first teaching job 
teaching band and chorus. They moved to Fennimore where 
Earl taught music in grade school through high school. 
After that they moved to Dodgeville where they ran the Ward 
Brodt Music Store. Marilyn worked there also and they retired 
in 1995.  During all this time they raised three children, Debbie, 
married to Jim Short, Gary and David. She has nine 
grandchildren and several great grandchildren. 
 
Marilyn also worked at Land’s End in the sewing department 
until 2006. She enjoyed sewing and making clothes for her 
children, family gatherings and helping the needy.  She likes 
the friendly people in our community and the nice parks.  
She was born a Methodist. The things she likes about our 
church are the wonderful people, the minister and his sermons 
and all the activities. 
 
She has been involved in our church for many years in many 
ways. She was the U.M.W. President for five years, President 
of  the Evening Star Circle, sang in the choir which Earl 
directed, played two bells in the bell choir which Earl directed 
for a time. She was also very involved in the planning and 
serving of church dinners. 
 
Thank you very much for being such a faithful servant in our 
church Marilyn. God bless you. 
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GIVING 

Who Should Know What I Give? 
 

 I exhort the elders among you to tend the flock of God that is in 
your charge, exercising the oversight … as God would have you 
do it … And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the 
crown of glory that never fades away.  (1 Peter 5:1b-4) 
  
The answer to the question, “Who should know what I give?” is 
simple and straightforward:  100% of the people who need to 
know and 0% of the people who do not need to know.  
 
I have donated to a number of nonprofit organizations and have 
never wondered who sees my donation.  Nevertheless, I would 
certainly expect that the number who do see it includes those 
needed to process the gift, and those who would solicit the gift 
and thank me, including the CEO who is also gift solicitor-in-
chief.  In addition, there would be auditors who would need to 
have access to all financial records.  
 
In our churches, it is the same.  The financial secretary and 
counters process gifts.  During the week, office staff may 
process checks that come in and produce reports on giving from 
the church database.  The Stewardship team needs to see 
giving records in order to make plans for stewardship 
campaigns, say thanks, and to guide asking for future gifts.  
Finally, the Pastor needs to know in order to participate in 
financial Stewardship of the church as well as congregational 
care.  
 
The 2016 General Conference confirmed what the pastor’s role 
was already by amending the Book of Discipline to read, “To 
ensure membership care including compliance with charitable 
giving documentation requirements and to provide appropriate 
pastoral care, the pastor … shall have access to and 
responsibility for professional stewardship of congregational 
giving records.” [Emphasis added.]  
 
During the annual church audit, the church may share giving 
data with the auditors, as well. 

 
-Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR APRIL 
Day   5:00 Offering 9:00  Offering 
3/30; 3/31   10 $125  93  $2,128 
April 6-7  8 $428  80  $5,143 
April 13-14   7 $285  107  $3,055 
April 20-21  8 $95  147  $1,446 
April 27-28  n/a n/a  n/a  n/a 
 

  
The United Methodist Women will meet on Monday, May 2nd 
at 7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. (The officers will meet at 6:30PM 
in the library).  The program will be the 2019 “Call to Prayer 
and Self-Denial Service”.  During the business meeting we will 
be planning for Friends’ Night.  Refreshments will be “Pot-
Luck”—please bring something to share. 
 
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, May 13 at 
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. Martha Boyer will provide the 
refreshments and Robin Digman will lead the devotions. 
 
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, May 20 at 
1:00PM at the Country Kitchen. Rosemary Edwards will lead 
the devotions. 
 
There will be a Friends Night “work night” on Monday, April 
29 in the church library at 6:30PM. All UMW members are 
invited to come. We will be wrapping gift items for table favors. 
 
Our annual Friends’ Night is scheduled for Thursday, May 
16. Please see the invitation on a different page in this 
newsletter for details. 
 
 

continued 



 

 
 

Adult Fellowship 
 
Adult Fellowship will meet in Fellowship Hall on Thursday, May 
9th at 6:00 p.m. for a potluck meal.  Please bring a dish to 
share, beverages and table service will be provided.   
  
 

 
RADICAL DISCIPLESHIP – THEN AND NOW is the theme of 
the annual Wisconsin Conference Mission u for 2019!  
 
This year’s studies are: Practicing Resurrection—The Gospel 
of Mark and Radical Discipleship by Janet Wolf, Women United 
for Change—150 Years in Mission by Ellen Blue, and What 
About Our Money?—A Faith Response by Susan K. Taylor.  
 
All are welcome! You do not have to be a United Methodist 
Women member to attend. Men are also welcome to attend. It 
will be held at the Hotel Mead and Conference Center in 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI from July 22—July 25.  
 
There is also an “overview day” scheduled for Friday, July 26. 
Please see Martha Boyer, Robin Digman, or Charlene Mingst if 
you are interested. “Early Bird” registration is due by June 1 
and all registration ends on July 1. 
 

CHOIR NOTES 
 
The Choir is scheduled to sing on Sunday, May 5th and 
Sunday, May 19th. We will rehearse on Wednesday, May 1 at 
7:00PM and at 8:00AM on the Sundays that we sing. We 
welcome new and/or returning members at any time. If you 
have questions regarding the choir please contact Charlene 
Mingst at 935-5758. 
  



  

Dan Holmes in Concert May 5th 
 
Christian singer/songwriter Dan Holmes  
will be appearing May 5th, 2019 at 
 3:00PM at Grace United Methodist  
Church in Ridgeway, WI located at  
501 Main St. – Ridgeway, WI 53582. 
 
Dan is an "old school singer/songwriter"  
creating music about the presence of God  in our world. His musical 
influences include Paul Simon, Dan Fogelberg, James Taylor and 
others. He has performed at over 150 churches in Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Florida, Ohio and California. He has also 
performed at the Illinois State Fair and the Susan G. Komen 3 Day 
Walk for Breast Cancer Cure.   
 
Dan has written music for the Appalachia Service Project and has 
toured England in 2014 and 2016! Dan says, “Through the sharing of 
music, we can celebrate what God is doing in us, for us and through 
us! I am an old school singer/songwriter bringing a gentle Christian 
message of hope!" His music will touch you, inspire you and move 
you! 
 
Please join us as we welcome Dan Holmes on May 5th to Grace UMC 
at 3:00PM. A love offering will be taken during the concert to support 
Dan Holmes and to thank him for his generous gift to our community. 
For more information about Dan, visit his website at 
www.danholmesmusic.com.  For more information about this event, 
please contact the church office at (608) 935-5451. 
 

 



  



 



 
  

 
SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

Anyone interested in providing special music 
during worship this summer is invited to sign up 
at the table in fellowship hall or call the church 

office at 935-5451. 
 

 

 
10:00 THURSDAY MORNING PRAYER GROUP 

 
 

The prayer team is a very warm and loving group.  All are 
welcome to join us.  It is a real blessing and is rewarding in 
many ways.  Praying for others is one way to “Love your 
neighbor”. 
 
The Christians most powerful resource is communion with God.  
Some in our group pray out loud and others pray silently.  
There is strength in praying together.  Many prayers have been 
answered.   
 
All prayers are confidential. 
 
We are thankful for those prayer warriors who are not able to 
join us who pray at home. 
 

 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Pray… 
 
John Schwartz, Anna 
Olson, Eileen, Joyce 
Aschliman, Lois Dobson, 
Candy, John Hlavac, Bill 
Wilson, Alan Jewell, Nicole 
B., John Harker, Tony Gindt, 
Joyce, John Kristen, Rose 
Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary 
Lou Oxnem, Ann Portzen, 
Ron Hunter, Jack O’Bryan, 
Mary Jean Thomas, Mary 
Ellen Schultze, Jeff Dux, 
Jack Meixelsperger, Kathy 
Bryant, Scott, Katie, Parker 
Adelman, Leah and family, 
Walsh family, Dennis 
Bartow, Palmer Wilson, 
Clemmie Bollant family 
 

  3 – Kay Van Epps  
  4 - Rick Beerkircher 
  5 - Jody Vanderloo 
11 – Rich James 
24 - Mary Berryman 
24 – Ron Hunter 
26 - Howard Rideout  
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
 
2 - Kevin & Jan Kirschbaum 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
SPRING SALAD LUNCHEON 

Noon, Wednesday, May 1st 

$8.00 
 
 

Apply online to help 
With the census 

At  
2020census.gov/jobs 

Earn $15 per hour working on 
your own schedule to confirm 

addresses  
that the post office will be 

mailing the census to. 
 

Upland Hills Health & 
Community Blood Drive 
Coference Rooms A & B 

Friday, June 7 
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

 
Stewardship Retreat 

Pine Lake Camp 
Westfield, WI 

August 9-10, 2019 
$20/person Day Only 

$100/person, single occ. 
$65/person double occ. 
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