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Starting Year Five 
 

The deadline for my article for this July 2019 newsletter comes 
between my past attendance at the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference and a trip that Christina and I have planned to 
return to Cancun, Mexico. Honestly, my vacation is coming at a 
good time because the well is a little dry when it comes to what 
I might want to write about. 
 
I was talking to a fellow pastor on the phone this week, and he 
had recently read through the appointment lists for the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. 
He said, “I noticed that there was a five next to your name. 
Does that mean you've been at Dodgeville and Ridgeway for 
five years?” I had to stop and think about it. Yes, I will be 
starting my fifth year here in Dodgeville. 
 
When I was appointed to these churches in 2015, I was 
appointed with five missional reasons in mind, as determined 
by the Saff/Parish Relations Committee. I continue to review 
these five reasons, along with SPRC: 

1. To promote and strengthen stewardship—In 2019, 
both churches will be paying 100% of their 
apportionments. Dodgeville UMC will be having its third 
stewardship campaign in October. Our financial situation 
at Dodgeville has definitely improved! 

2. To work with inactive members – We have a 
Membership Care and Concern Committee which 
reaches out to inactive members. We have also had 
several inactive members reconnect with the church. 

 

  
 

 



 

 

  

 
3. To strengthen the unity of the church – While no 

church is without disagreements, I feel as though there 
is more unity in our church since 2015. 

4. To be a bridge between a small church and a 
medium size church – This is a work in progress. I 
want to build a stronger relationship between the 
Dodgeville and the Ridgeway church. 

5. To work towards fuller health, growth, and vitality 
of churches – This is by far the most important one, 
and we continue to work together to help bring this 
about with God’s help. 

 
In my first year here at Dodgeville and Grace (Ridgeway), I 
sought to set-up meetings at both the church and in people’s 
homes in which I asked some questions to elicit a discussion 
about our churches. 

• What do you love about your church? – The number 
one answer to this question was the strength of our 
music program and our musicians. It really is a blessing 
for our churches.  
 

• What are your hopes for the church? – The number 
one answer to this question was to establish a Sunday 
School. We have done that for two years now! It is my 
hope for that to continue, and to get more teachers, and 
hopefully more students, involved. 
 

• What needs do you see in your community? What 
can we do to help meet those needs? – When I came 
in 2015, Feeding Friends was struggling for volunteers 
and served between 30-40 people. Last Wednesday, 
we had over 160 at Feeding Friends. It is because of 
ecumenical partnerships, dedicated volunteers, and the 
community that is forming at Feeding Friends that this 
ministry continues to grow in its fifth year! What a 
blessing!! 
 

• What do you envision for the church five years from 
now? – This is the question that inspired me to write 
 



 
  

 
LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

 

July loose change offerings will support the Free Clinic in 
Dodgeville. August offerings will support the Dodgeville 
Food Locker and September will support the Pastors 
Discretionary Fund. 

 
 

  

Wyoming Valley Hymn Sing 
July 7, August 4, September 1, October 6 

 at 2:00-3:30 PM 
6306 State Hwy 23 

 
 
 
 

 
this article. By this time next year, I will have been 
pastor at these churches for five years. Are we going to 
be where we want to be? Are we close? What do we 
still have to work on? These are the questions that we 
have to continue to ask ourselves as we think about 
how God is calling us to be the church for our 
community. 

 
Upcoming Events 
Don’t forget about Vacation Bible School coming up later from 
July 21st-25th. You can register for VBS through our website. 
There are also forms at the Information Table in the church. 
Also note the two outdoor worship services that we will be 
having in August: August 3rd for Grace (Ridgeway) and August 
11th for Dodgeville! ~Pastor Jim 

 
  ~ Pastor Jim 
 



 
  

COME VISIT WITH DONA AND MONTE MULLER 
  Interview by Jeanne Kapotas 

    
 
 

      Dona grew up in Platteville, attended High  
      School there, and then UW Platteville,  
      where she majored in flute and choral and  
      voice. She taught music at Platteville Middle 
School for seven and a half years, then later, twenty seven and a 
half years at Lancaster High School. 
 

Monte grew up in La Farge. He attended High School there and 
later earned a double instrumental major in choral and 
trombone at UW Platteville. He student taught under John Mingst 
and Dan Roble in Dodgeville. 
 

Monte and Dona met at the UW Platteville. He proposed in the 
spring and they married in the fall. He became the band director 
in Monticello. Later the both found jobs in music and moved to 
Lancaster. Monte taught a total of 36 years and Dona 35 years. 
 

They have been happily married 43 years. They were blessed 
with four children, Bob, Anne, Amy, and Emily who provided 
them with seven grandchildren who all live in our state. 
 

Dona is a quilter. They both played in the Lancaster Community 
Band 37 years. Monte directed it for 30 years. Monte has 
enjoyed playing with various big bands. He also is doing 
substitute teaching now. 
 

They chose our church because they are both Methodists and 
had close connections with Earl and Marilyn Liddle and John and 
Charlene Mingst through music. 
 

They like the friendliness of our people, the fellowship hour, the 
music and our services. Thank you, Monte and Dona for taking 
the time for this interview. We are blessed to have you as a part 
of our church family.  God bless you! 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



  



  

 

JULY Anniversaries 
 
1 - Merlin & Virginia Gorsline 
12 - Jeff & Juanita Starr 
25 – Rick & Kerry Beerkircher 
 
July Birthdays 
1 - Rich Strutt  
7 - Judy Halverson  
7 – Lesley Houck 
7 – Zackery Weber 
7 – Natalie Currie 
8 – Dona Ray 
12 – James Gevelinger 
13 - Juanita Starr  
14 - Wanda McCutchin  
14 - Donna Welsh  
20 – Zena Weber 
24 - Tina Smith  
 

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR JUNE: 
 

Sunday  Attendance  Offering 
 
June 2   85  $4,087 
June 9   84  $4,199 
June 16   77  $1,791 
June 23   70  $1,667  

June 30  

Please Pray 
 

John Schwartz, Anna Olson, 

Eileen, Joyce Aschliman, 

Lois Dobson, Candy, John 

Hlavac, Bill Wilson, Alan 

Jewell, Nicole B., John 

Harker, Tony Gindt, Joyce, 

John Kristen, Rose Williams, 

Jackie Dux, Mary Lou 

Oxnem, Ann Portzen, Jeff 

Dux, Jack Meixelsperger, 

Kathy Bryant, Scott, Katie, 

Dennis Bartow, Palmer 

Wilson, Fernando 
 



  

 



 



 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
Vacation Bible School 

July 21 - 25 
5:0

0
-8:0

0
PM

 
Register at: w

w
w

.dodgevilleum
c.org 

 


