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August Reflections and
September Excitement

A Busy August
There was a lot to celebrate and much to
be thankful for during the month of
August! The Grace (Ridgeway) UMC
Outdoor Service at Tom’s Campground
in Dodgeville, WI on August 3 was a
wonderful success, with 19 people in
attendance. The weather was beautiful
and the potluck dinner offered plenty of
food for everyone!

Richard leads the Children’s Moment

The ecumenical outdoor service at Centennial Park with Grace
Lutheran and Plymouth UCC finally had some weather that cooperated
(the rain came early)! | have been told that our three church
communities had around 170 to the park for a worship service led by
Richard Bruxvort Colligan helping us to celebrate God’s beautiful
creation. Our offering for that service went to support the Dodgeville
Free Clinic and $1055.31 was given. Both of these services have
become traditions for our churches and offer wonderful opportunities
for ecumenical and community worship.

The Feeding Friends Live Auction took place
on August 18" at 1:00PM at Dodgeville UMC.
During set-up on Saturday afternoon, we
discovered there were 100 items to be
auctioned! What wonderful support we
received from area businesses, as well ‘
as members of the various churches and ===  — ~

organizations that participate in Feeding  Christina Droste helps Larry Springer
with the Feeding Friends Auction




Friends. We also received a lot of financial support from local
Dodgeville businesses. In total, the auction raised $6,002.00 for
Feeding Friends!

September Start-Ups

Sunday School will be starting up at Dodgeville United Methodist
Church on Sunday, September 8. | am glad that there are new faces
that will be helping in the teaching rotation. We are beginning our
third year of offering this for the children of our church. You will also
be seeing some new faces in the rotation of those leading Children’s
Messages.

We will be starting the second year of our Bible Study at Grace
(Ridgeway) United Methodist Church on Tuesday mornings at
9:00AM. Our first meeting will be on September 10" and we will be
looking at 1 Timothy 2:1-7. This Bible study is open to members of
both churches, and anyone in the community, that would like to
join. Please spread the word on this; there seemed to be some
confusion that this Bible study was only for Ridgeway folks. That this
certainly not the case!

Worship in September

If you have been with us in worship through the months of June, July,
and August, you have noticed the emphasis that | have placed on
readings from the Prophets. These can be difficult readings, and it can
sometimes be difficult to find the good news in them. They are
reminders of how even when we as God’s people fall short, God is still
ready to welcome us back and never shuts us out. We will be
completing this study on September 1% and 8™ looking at the prophet
Jeremiah. On September 15" and 29" we will reflect on First Timothy,
a letter that Paul wrote to a young, new pastor. His advice to Timothy
is advice that is still helpful for us today as the church. I am pleased
that the Dodgeville United Methodist Women will be leading worship
on September 22" as we celebrate United Methodist Women Sunday.
Unfortunately, I will not be in attendance, but | promise | have a good
reason. © | will be participating in the Fox Cities Half Marathon in
Appleton, WI. This will be my fourth half marathon, and my second
time running this particular race.

~Pastor Jim



THANK YOU
Thank you for the time and work you put into Dad’s (Dale) lunch.
It was a perfect ending and closure after a week of sorrow and
loss. It also was a fine thing to be reintroduced to friends from 50
years ago.
Thank you all,
Jeff & Vicki Rolland

Church y.News

CHOIR NOTES

The Choirs’ first rehearsal of the fall is scheduled for
Wednesday, September 18, at 7:00PM in the Chapel/Music
Room at the church. We will sing at the service on Sunday,
September 22. We will rehearse at 8:15AM before that
service. We will resume our regular schedule of singing on
the first and third Sundays of the month in October. We
welcome new and/or returning members at any time. Please
contact Charlene Mingst with any questions regarding the
choir.

Giving/Attendance Stats - August

Week Attendance Offering
1 60 $3,805
2 park n/a
3 62 $2,825
4 82 $1,543




FALL RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE

The annual United Methodist Women'’s Fall Rummage/Bake
Sale is scheduled for Friday, October 11 and Saturday, October
12, 2019. The hours for the sale are: 9:00AM-5:30PM on Friday
and 8:00AM-12:00PM on Saturday. The Bake Sale is to be held
on Saturday morning only. The “Bag Sale” will be between the
hours of 10:00AM-12:00PM on Saturday.

The set-up dates are Tuesday-Thursday, October 8-10. Items
for the rummage sale can be brought in from 9:00AM-4:00PM on
those dates. Because storage space is very limited—if at all
possible please wait to bring your items on the planned days.
PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, computers, dehumidifiers,
home-recorded VCR tapes or DVDs, stained or torn clothing, or
inappropriate books, DVDs, or magazines. Bake Sale items
should be priced and can be brought in on Friday or early
Saturday. If you like to bake please consider donating items for
the bake sale. We will need many workers to help set-up and
to work during the sale.

Sign-up sheets will be available in Fellowship Hall starting on or
about Sunday, September 15. Please sign up for a shift or two! If
you have a question about an item that you would like to donate
please call Charlene Mingst (935-5758). This annual fund-raiser
helps the United Methodist Women meet our goals of mission on
the local, state, national, and international levels, including
supporting the general budget of our church. THANK YOU TO
ALL WHO WILL WORK AND ALSO TO EVERYONE WHO
DONATES ITEMS.

ADULT FELLOWSHIP

Will meet at Cory Berg’s Thursday, September 12th at
6:00 PM. For more information and directions, see
Jeanne Kapotas.




United Methodist Women Happenings
All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
any of these meetings and/or events. We are hoping that we
can gain some new members this year, please consider
attending, we would love to see our membership grow. If you
have any questions about UMW please contact Charlene
Mingst or any one of our current members.

The United Methodist Women'’s regularly scheduled
September meeting will be on Thursday, September 5" at
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. The executive board will meet at
6:30PM in the Library. The South West District is requesting
the names of the new slate of officers for 2020 to be submitted
before October 1, 2019, therefore, we will be electing the new
officers at this meeting. Martha Boyer will present the annual
Pledge Service program. Charlene Mingst will bring
refreshments.

The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, September 9t
in Fellowship Hall at 7:00PM. Martha Boyer will present the
devotions. Jeanne Kapotas will bring refreshments.

The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, September 16"
at the Country Kitchen at 1:00PM. Louise Price will present the
devotions.

Special UMW Events in September:

Our annual United Methodist Women’s Sunday is
scheduled for September 22. This years’ service will be an
outstanding event featuring the United Methodist Women of
the Stitzer UMC. They will be reenacting the meeting at which
our organization began 150 years ago. They will be in costume
representing the styles that women of that era typically wore.
Please plan to attend this special service of celebration!!

continued on following page




The South West District Annual Gathering is scheduled for
Saturday, September 21 at the Platteville UMC. This year’'s
theme is “Sisterhood of Grace”. The Keynote of the day is an
1869 Historical Presentation presented by the Stitzer United
Methodist Women. Breakout sessions for the day include:
Leadership Sharing, Practicing Resurrection-The Gospel of
Mark and Radical Discipleship, Book Talk, Living History of
UMW, and Hymnal Treasure Hunt. Registration for this event is
Saturday, September 7. Please see Robin Digman or Charlene
Mingst for a registration form. The day’s schedule begins with
registration at 8:30AM and concludes with the “sending forth” at
3:30PM. The cost is $15.00 which includes lunch. Child care will
be provided at no cost.

Looking ahead to October:

The annual Fall Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for Friday,
October 11 and Saturday, October 12. Please see another
page of this newsletter for more information.

CHURCH WORKNIGHT A SUCCESS!

On August 5, 18 people gathered at church to help Mike, our
custodian, complete some larger tasks. One group worked in
the sanctuary “Murphy Oil soaping” the wooden pews. Mike
had earlier shampooed the upholstery in the pews. The other
group had a job in Fellowship Hall. All of the ceiling light
covers were removed and cleaned. Burned out lightbulbs
were also replaced. This was all accomplished in under two
hours. Great job!

At the risk of forgetting someone, we would like to thank the
following people who helped: Jan Aschliman, Bobbi & Ron
Butteris, Doug Digman, Dee Dochnahl, Mary & Dick James,
Kevin Kirschbaum, Donna Muller, Bonnie Oxnem, Marie
Oelklaus, Charlie Price, Bev Reukauf, Jeff Starr, Deb & Jim
Short, Jody & Peter Vanderloo.

Thanks to all of you for your hard work. Mike really
appreciated our help AND our cheerful enthusiasm!




July
Tithing $10,757
Building Use $575
Interest Income $497
Other $377
Total $12,206
Personnel $7,672
Service & Outreach $2,602
Property 51,510
General $379
Total Expenses $12,164
YD
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JULY 2019 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Highlights

Net Income/Loss

In what have historically been lean months, summer
giving was enough to support the monthly expenses
resulting in a positive net income for 3 consecutive
months.

May +$2,834
June +$934
July +$42

The Year to Date net loss is $3,417, down from over

$7,000 earlier this year. Last year at this time our net loss

was over $5,000.

Year to Date Income

16% below last year and 3% above budget. The biggest
variances to last year are in tithing (-10%) fundraising
(-52%) when we were raising money for parsonage
remodel.

Income in August is running behind last year and prior
months.

Year to Date Expenses

17% below last year and 14% below budget, even with
apportionments paid at 100% and the addition of a
custodian

Expenses will be higher in August as bills are paid for
maintenance of the church chimney and parsonage air
conditioning and garage door.

These larger expenses were budgeted and are being
supplemented by the trustee fundraising — pancake
breakfasts and pie sale.

Trustees are continuing work on other needed
investments in the property.

Respectfully Submitted by the Finance Committee
Tina Smith and John Aschliman, co-chairs




WHAT’S YOUR PLAN FOR GIVING?

“But blessed is the one who trust in the LORD, whose trust is the
LORD. They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its
roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat comes, and its
leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit. (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

Now that fall is approaching, perhaps you are making plans:
plans for home projects and family get-togethers, plans for work
and school projects, plans for a trip or vacation. What about your
church plans such as volunteering, Scripture reading, and
regular prayer? Right now, | am planning a retreat with my
spouse, so we can recharge our spiritual batteries. And we are
planning our giving for the coming year.

Do you have a plan for giving? If not, how will you know you
have been successful in being generous? We set aside a
percent of our income for church and charity, most recently
about 13%, and judge our year as successful if we have given it
all away.

The giving plan is a spiritual discipline in that we think of God
first, before we even have earned the money. By settling on a
proportion first, we know exactly how much to pledge when the
church’s stewardship campaign comes around in the fall.

Also, we never have to ask whether we have the money. lItis
set aside for the Lord. So, when there is a disaster, we are not
wondering where to find a little extra. We have already
designated it to the Lord’s work.

There is much freedom in deciding on percentage giving ahead
of time. You are free of the anxiety over whether there is
enough to share when the needs of others are raised up—
backpacks for needy students, scholarships for seminarians,
missionaries overseas, etc.

Pray for direction on your giving percentage for the coming year.

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation




PLEASE PRAY:

John Schwartz, Hannah Thomas,
Marilyn Liddle, Anna Olson, Eileen,
Joyce Aschliman, Lois Dobson,
Candy, John Hvlac, Bill Wilson, Alan
Jewell, Ashley Ernsting & Family,
Nicole B., John Harker, Barb Brewer,
SEPTEMBER Tony Gindt, Ivy Wilson, Joyce V,

.. - .

fa
Come (gtebme with S

John Oxnem, Rose Williams

1 - London Starr

13 — John Oxnem

15 - Doug Digman
16 - Nancy Mortimer SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
18 — Peg Trankle

19 - Terry Edwards
20 - Charlie Price

24 - Anthony Bultteris
26 — Martha Boyer

7 - Chip & Peggy Forrest
15 - Terry & Penny Edwards
15 — John & Bonnie Oxnem
29 - Steve & Julie Colden

27 - Louise Price
29 - Sandra Alexander

COME AND VISIT WITH EUNICE BARKER JEWELL
Interview by Jeanne Kapotas

Eunice was born November 3", 1925 outside
of Crandon, Wisconsin on a family farm called
“Lake Side Dairy Farm.” It was originally
purchased from a Native American named

W “Sun Dance.”

She and her family rented several farms in Southern Wi.
during her childhood and then settled in a farm outside of
Cobb.

After she graduated from Cobb High School she attended
the University of Madison for one year. She studied
chemistry and worked at the University Club to pay her
tuition and board. Realizing that she did not want to be a
chemist she worked for several years and then entered the
Madison General Hospital School of Nursing. She graduated
with a Registered Nursing degree.

continued




Eunice married Edward Jewell and settled on his family farm
outside of Dodgeville. She and Ed had a family of 7 Children;
Alan, Susan, Nancy, Dennis, Janice, Mary, and Laura.

During their children’s school years they housed 3 AFS
students. Cecilia from Chile, Aladdin from Turkey, and Inger
from Norway. They graduated with Eunice’s children.

Eunice was ahead of her time and both cared for her children
and worked as a Registered Nurse at St. Joseph Hospital as a
staff RN, later at General Memorial Hospital as director of
nursing and as an anesthetist.

For 20 years she was the liaison person between Schmidt
Woodland Hills Nursing Home in Richland Center and the
Methodist State Health and Welfare Committee.

Finally she worked at Bloomfield where she cared for her
father-in-law and her mother who were patients there.

Eunice and her family and friends took self-guided trips to
Chile, England, Germany, Spain and Norway.

The highlight of her travels was a trip to Cornwall, Great Britain
where she and her husband Ed took 31 family members on
pursuit of family history and sightseeing in “the old country.”

During her life she received numerous awards: The Carol
Award from Dodgeville Jaycetts; Homemaker of the Year by the
lowa County homemakers; She and Ed were recognized as
lowa Count Farm Couple of the Year. She was also honored by
the Smithsonian Institute when she was invited to demonstrate
cornish cooking at the National Mall in Washington D.C. during
the Bicentennial Celebration of America in 1976 which was
attended by the Queen of England.

She is known for the beautiful flowers she raises and donates
to “Friends Night” and other places. She has always been a
Methodist and likes the friendly people in our church, the
Women’s Choir and Bell Choir.

Thank you Eunice for taking the time for this interview. We are
blessed to have you as a part of our church family. God bless
you!
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

IOWA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION
Contact the Aging & Disability Resource Center for
transportation options by calling 608-930-9835
To organize your ride!

Mondays & Tuesdays 8:15AM-4:00PM
lowa County pick-ups and destinations only.






