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         In our Methodist tradition, small groups of people would get 
together for weekly meetings of Christianity accountability in which all 
members sought to support and challenge one another.  
There were three rules that helped to guide them in their  
daily living. What it was that they came to believe as  
Christians would be demonstrated in how they lived their  
lives. Wesley wrote, “But wherever this is really fixed in  
their souls it will be shown by its fruits. It is therefore expected of all 
who continue therein that they should continue to evidence their desire 
of salvation, 

· first: by doing no harm 
· secondly: by doing good 
· thirdly: by attending upon all the ordinances of God” 

 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 Loving God and loving neighbor were, according to Jesus, the two 

most important commandments. Simple rules, but not always easy to 
follow. Yet, in living out these three rules, our actions would be a 
reflection of our belief. 
       October is Stewardship Month for Dodgeville United Methodist 
Church and Grace (Ridgeway) United Methodist Church. It is a time for 
churches to think about where we have been in past financially, to 
reflect on our current financial situation, and to think about where we 
want to be in the future. I know that talking about money in the church 
 

 

 

Reuben Job, an author and theologian, talked about 
“three simple rules” that Methodists were to live by. When 
we attended to the ordinances of God, we were studying 
scripture, praying, and fasting so that we might grow in our 
relationship with God. When we seek to do good and avoid 
doing harm in the world, we are seeking to love our neighbor. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

     
 

 

in the church can be uncomfortable, and there are folks that think that it’s 
all we talk about it, but we simply can’t ignore it. If we want to be a 
church whose purpose is to help in making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world, it will require financial resources based 
in the generosity of our congregational family. The “Earn. Save. Give.” 
campaign that we will being looking at together presents some rules that 
we can use when it comes to our personal finances. 

 
Our Throughout the Saturdays and Sundays of October we will be 

reflecting together on John Wesley’s three simple rules for money: 
· first: Earn all you can. 
· secondly: Save all you can. 
· thirdly: Give all you can. 
 
This might surprise you. John Wesley was certainly not against 

people making money, and was not against people saving money. It was 
also important, however, that with the resources that we have earned and 
saved that we would also be generous in how we give our money as well. 
We will ground ourselves in the importance of wisdom and then look at 
three different teachings of Jesus that offer perspective on how we 
should view money. Here is a breakdown of each week: 

· October 5th/6th: "If You Could Ask for Anything" [1 Kings 3:1-
13] 

· October 12th/13th: "Money--That Excellent Gift" [Luke 16:1-13] 
· October 19th/20th: "You Can't Take It With You" [Matthew 

25:14-30] 
· October 26th/27th: "How Far Will You Go?" [Luke 19:1-10] 
 
On the final Sunday, October 27th, those who are a part of the 

Dodgeville United Methodist church family will be asked to make a 
pledge to support our church financially in 2020. Expect more 
information to be coming in a letter to all church members soon! I look 
forward to joining you on this stewardship journey.  

 
         ~Pastor Jim  
 

 
 
 

RIDGEWAY GRACE UMW FRIENDS NIGHT 
 

Thursday, October 17th at 6:00PM 



 
 

 

  

CHOIR NOTES 
 

The Choir will rehearse on Wednesday, October 2nd at 
7:00PM in the Chapel/Music Room. We are scheduled to sing 
on Sunday, October 6th and Sunday, October 20. We will 
rehearse at 8:15AM on those Sundays. We welcome new and 
/or returning members at any time. Please contact Charlene 
Mingst with any questions regarding the choir.  

 

Human Sexuality at The United Methodist Church 
 

 

 Giving/Attendance Stats 
SEPTEMBER 

Week Attendance Offering 
1 80 $4,475 
2 94 $2,679 
3 76 $1,007 
4 81 $1,330 

 

  

 
 

SAVE THE DATE—The Circuit Charge Conference will 
be taking place Monday, November 18th  

at 6:30PM at Dodgeville UMC. 
 

On Wednesday, November 13th at 6:30PM in the 
church sanctuary, Pastor Jim will be offering a 
presentation with a historical perspective on how The 
United Methodist Church came to its current stance in 
regards to human sexuality, and will also offer some 
perspective on where we might be headed for the 2020 
General Conference in May. The presentation he will be  

sharing is meant to be informative in nature, and is not 
intended to take any particular side. After the presentation, 
Pastor Jim will take questions and open up a discussion for 
those who are interested.  

 



 

 

 

  

THE ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH FALL DINNER 
IS FAST APPROACHING! 

 
The Dodgeville United Methodist Church annual Fall Dinner 

will be held on Saturday, November 2, 2019. 
We will be serving swiss steak, baked potatoes, corn, coleslaw, 
buns, and homemade pies.   
The meal will be served from 4:30 to 7:00 PM.   
The price is the same as last year: $12 for adults (12 & over), 
$6 for children (6 & over),  
children 5 & under are free, and carry-outs are available at no 
charge.   
 
This is an ALL church dinner.  We encourage everyone to get 
involved.  Please share your time, your talents, and of course, 
your money.   
We have a variety of jobs for you to select from:  
waiters/waitresses, dining room setup and cleanup, kitchen 
workers, pie cutters, ticket takers, carry-out order fillers.  We 
are asking our fabulous cooks to bake a pie or two!  We are 
also looking for people to donate money towards the purchase 
of the meat, potatoes, and other food items.   
Sign-up sheets will be on the table in the Fellowship Hall 
beginning October 6.  
 
Tickets will go on sale October 13!  Remember only 250 
tickets are available.     
We hope all of you will buy tickets for yourselves, your family, 
friends and neighbors.   
 

If you have questions, please see Bobbi Butteris, Deb 
Short, Denise Tolzman, or Jody Vanderloo. 

Please join us!  We have so much fun.  The camaraderie is 
outstanding.  The food is delicious. 

Together we can make All Church fundraiser a success! 
 



  

 
 



  

 



 

 
 

  

 

PLEASE PRAY:  
John Schwartz, Anna Olson, Eileen, Joyce A, Lois Dobson, 

Candy, John Hlavac, Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell, John Harker, Tony 
Gindt, John Kristen, Rose Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, 
Jeff Dux, Jack Meixelsperger, Kathy Bryant, Scott, Katie, Dennis 
Bartow, Palmer Wilson, Fernando, Kristina Bjornstad, Renee, 
Mark Case, Miller/Putz family 

 
  

FALL RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE 
 
The annual United Methodist Women’s Fall Rummage/Bake 

Sale is scheduled for Friday, October 11 and Saturday, October 
12, 2019. The hours for the sale are: 8:00AM-5:00PM on Friday 
and 8:00AM-12:00PM on Saturday. The Bake Sale is to be held 
on Saturday morning only. The “Bag Sale” will be between the 
hours of 10:00AM-12:00PM on Saturday. 

 
The set-up dates are Tuesday-Thursday, October 8-10. 

Items for the rummage sale can be brought in from 9:00AM-
4:00PM on those dates. Because storage space is very limited—
if at all possible please wait to bring your items on the planned 
days. PLEASE DO NOT BRING: TVs, computers, dehumidifiers, 
home-recorded VCR tapes or DVDs, stained or torn clothing, or 
inappropriate books, DVDs, or magazines. Bake Sale items 
should be priced and can be brought in on Friday or early 
Saturday. If you like to bake please consider donating items for 
the bake sale. We will need many workers to help set-up and 

to work during the sale.  
 
Sign-up sheets will be available in Fellowship Hall starting on 

or about Sunday, September 15. Please sign up for a shift or 
two! If you have a question about an item that you would like to 
donate please call Charlene Mingst (935-5758). This annual 
fund-raiser helps the United Methodist Women meet our goals of 
mission on the local, state, national, and international levels, 
including supporting the general budget of our church. THANK 
YOU TO ALL WHO WILL WORK AND ALSO TO EVERYONE 
WHO DONATES ITEMS. 

 



  
The United Methodist Women’s regularly scheduled October 

meeting will be on Thursday, October 3rd at 7:00PM in Fellowship 
Hall. The Executive Board will meet at 6:30PM in the Library. Robin 
Digman will present the program and Martha Boyer will serve 
refreshments.  

 

The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, October 14 in 
Fellowship Hall at 7:00PM. Nancy Mortimer will serve refreshments.  

The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, October 21 at the 
Country Kitchen at 1:00PM. Jean Leigh will present the devotions.  

 

The annual Fall Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for Friday, 
October 11 and Saturday, October 12. Please see another page 
of this newsletter for more information. 

 

On Saturday, September 21, at the UMW South West District 
Annual Gathering, our Dodgeville UMW was honored to be 
presented with two certificates. We received the Five Star Award 
for fulfilling our Pledge to Mission and giving to the other four 
channels of giving—Gift to Mission, Special Mission Recognition, 
World Thank Offering and Gift in Memory. We also qualified for the 
Mission Today Award by meeting the criteria in the four categories: 
Faith, Hope, Love, and Action. 

 

The annual Wisconsin Conference UMW Annual Gathering is 
to be held on Friday, October 18th and Saturday, October 19th, 2019 
at the Black River Falls United Methodist Church. The theme is 
Sisterhood of Grace. Events on Saturday include a celebration of 
150 years of United Methodist Women led by Laura Pfeffer and 
Judy Vasby. The keynote speaker for Saturday afternoon, Charlene 
Galston, will focus on Maternal and Child Health Issues. There is still 
time to register—please see Charlene Mingst, Martha Boyer, or 
Charlene Mingst if you are interested. 

 

Looking ahead to November:  The annual South West District 
Day of Enrichment is scheduled for Saturday, November 9, 2019 at 
the Columbus UMC in Columbus WI. The event will feature a 
celebration of our National Mission Institution—Northcott 
Neighborhood House in Milwaukee. There will also be Reading 
Program reports and Unit Sharing. The day begins with registration 
at 8:30AM. The program will begin at 9:15AM and will conclude with 
Communion at 2:30PM. The registration fee of $15 includes morning 
refreshments and luncheon. Child care will be provided. Please see 
Robin Digman or Charlene Mingst for a registration form. The 
registration deadline is November 1st.  
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OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 
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