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Looking Back, and Looking Forward 
 

 
 
  

I recently scheduled a meeting to speak with Jody Vanderloo, 
the chair of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee for our 
churches. I wanted to make her aware of my concerns moving 
forward as a pastor in The United Methodist Church as our 
denomination continues to grapple with out disagreement 
regarding human sexuality. I am especially concerned because 
churches, and those folks who are a part of those churches, are 
now in a difficult position in deciding whose leadership we are 
going to follow moving forward. Allow me to explain. 
 
The February 2019 Special Session of the General Conference 
of The United Methodist Church voted on and passed the 
“Traditional Plan”. This was one of the three plans that was 
offered by the “Commission on a Way Forward”, a 
representative group formed by the Council of Bishops with the 
intent of finding a path for our denomination despite our intense 
disagreement around issues of human sexuality. It affirms our 
current stance on human sexuality and added in additional 
accountability measures. 
 
The “One Church Plan,” another of the three plans proposed by 
the Commission, was the plan that was supported by the 
majority of bishops. It would allow local churches and pastors to 
make their own determinations around allowing same sex 
marriages in their churches. Individual Annual Conferences 
could make their own determinations about ordaining LGBTQIA 
clergy. This plan, which I do believe many thought would pass, 
was rejected both in legislative session, and when it was 
brought to the conference floor as well.  



  A later ruling by the Judicial Council ruling invalidated some of 
what was passed in the Traditional Plan, but some of it stood. 
Also passing was a path for churches to leave the denomination 
if they had a disagreement with the denomination around human 
sexuality. Overall, the General Conference added a bit more 
accountability to a stance on human sexuality that has remained 
relatively consistent since 1972. 
 
In response to the decisions of the 2019 General Conference, the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference voted on legislation condemning 
the actions of the General Conference. Several pieces of 
legislation passed at Annual Conference that affirmed moving 
toward full inclusion of the LGBTQIA community in ordination and 
marriage. Bishop Hee-Soo Jung has made it very clear that he 
desires to take the Wisconsin Annual Conference in a direction of 
full inclusion of the LGBTQIA population, despite the decisions of 
the General Conference. Many other Annual Conference are 
moving on a similar path. These actions are in violation of the 
actions of the General Conference. 
 
Who are we follow? Do we follow the General Conference, the 
only body to speak on behalf of the entire denomination? Do we 
follow Bishop Jung, who is considered the spiritual guide and 
leader for our Annual Conference? What I have shared here only 
scratches the service.  
 
You may have noticed in last month’s bulletin that I put out the 
word about a presentation that I will be offering on Wednesday, 
November 13th at 6:30PM in the sanctuary of our church. Yes, 
it’s on the same night at Feeding Friends! Come have dinner and 
then join us. My plan is to speak from between 30-40 minutes 
and talk about how our denomination has addressed LGBTQIA 
issues since the lead-up to the 1972 General Conference. I will 
end by talking about what we might expect to see as we look 
ahead to the 2020 General Conference in Minneapolis, MN. My 
presentation is meant to be informational, leaving plenty of time 
for questions. My intent is not to persuade anyone, but offer 
some history and perspective. 
 
This is a critical time for The United Methodist Church. If you 
         

                  

 



 
  

 
 

The 4th Annual Thanksgiving Eve worship service will be held at 
6:30PM on Wednesday, November 27th, combining four 
Dodgeville church congregations: St. Joe’s Catholic Church, 
Plymouth Congregation United Church of Christ, Grace 
Lutheran Church, and Dodgeville United Methodist Church. 
Each pastor will play a role in the service, and there will be a 
combined choir performing as well. 
 

The Feeding Friends meal will be served including turkey, 
dressing, potatoes, side dishes and salads, and desserts. 
Dodgeville United Methodist Church is signed up to bring 
desserts. Please see the sign-up sheet on the “Discipleship” 
table in the narthex.  
 

We hope you will be able to join us for the wonderful ecumenical 
worship experience! 

 

have questions, it is my hope to answer them or to direct you 
to where you can find answers. If you feel like you need to 
know more, I hope my presentation can help. No matter where 
we stand on this, it is my hope that we will continue to be the 
church and continue our mission to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.   
                
~ Pastor Jim  
 
 

 
 

 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Wednesday, November 27th  

6:30 PM at DUMC 
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CHOIR NEWS 
 
The choir will rehearse on Wednesday, October 30 at 7:00PM 
in the Chapel/Music Room. We are scheduled to sing on 
Sunday, November 3rd and Sunday, November 17th.  We will 
rehearse at 8:15AM on those Sundays. 
 
 We will also sing at the Ecumenical Service scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 27. Rehearsals will be Wednesday, 
November 20th at 6:30 at Grace Lutheran and again before the 
service on the 27th at DUMC at 6:00PM.  The service is at 6:30.  
 
We welcome new and/or returning members at any time. 
Please contact Charlene Mingst with any questions regarding 
the choir.  
 

 Giving/Attendance Stats 

October 

Week Attendance Offering 

1 90 $4,121 

2 75 $3,119 

3 68 $1,766 

4 n/a n/a 

 

ALL CHURCH FALL DINNER 
Many Opportunities for work and donations! 

We need everyone’s help! 
Saturday, November 2, 4:30-7:00PM 

$12 Adults (12+) 
$6 Children (6-11) 

 
For info on how you can help: 

 
Jody Vanderloo:  935-3818 
Debbie Short:  935-2591 
Bobbi Butteris:  935-2693 



 

 

 

All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend 
any of these meetings and/or events. We are hoping that we can 

gain some new members this year, please consider attending, 
we would love to see our membership grow. If you have any 

questions about UMW please contact Charlene Mingst or any 
one of our current members. 

 
The United Methodist Women’s regularly scheduled November 
meeting will be held on Thursday, November 7th at 7:00PM in 
Fellowship Hall. The Executive Board will meet at 6:30PM in the 
Library. Mary James will lead the annual World Thank Offering 
program. Please remember to bring your thank offering 
donations that you have collected throughout the past year.  
 
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, November 11 
in Fellowship Hall.  Kim Roble will serve refreshments and 
Jeanne Kapotas will lead the devotions. 
 
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, November 18 at 
the Country Kitchen at 1:00PM. Eunice Jewell will lead the 
devotions.  
 
The annual South West District Day of Enrichment is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 9, 2019 at the Columbus 
UMC in Columbus, WI.  The event will feature a celebration of 
our National Mission Institution—Northcott Neighborhood House 
in Milwaukee; the speaker will be Tony Kearney, the Interim 
Executive Director of that Mission. There will also be Reading 
Program reports and Unit Sharing. The day begins with 
registration at 8:30AM. The program will begin at 9:15AM and 
will conclude with Communion at 2:30PM. The registration fee of 
$15 includes morning refreshments and luncheon. Child care will 
be provided. Please see Robin Digman or Charlene Mingst for a 
registration form. The registration deadline is November 1st.  

 
 

 

 
 



 

  

 

 
THANK YOU!    THANK YOU!    THANK YOU! 

 

The UMW wishes to thank everyone who helped in any way to make 

our Fall Rummage and Bake Sale a huge success! Thank you for the 

generous donations of rummage items, and baked goods; and 

especially to everyone who worked throughout this 5 day event as it 

would never have happened without your generous donations of time. 

(There were approximately 36 people who helped in one way or 

another!)   

 

We want to give a huge thank you to our UMW “Friends”, the 

trustees for getting the tables set up for us, the guys who picked up 

donated items, the Saturday “clean-up” crew and also the Feeding 

Friends program for your cooperation in serving the meal in the 

Narthex.  

 

The monies that we earned will be used to meet our pledge to mission 

to the Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women. UMW 

Conference projects that we have supported and will continue to 

support include Northcott Neighborhood House in Milwaukee, United 

Methodist Children’s Services, Harbor House Crisis Shelters, all in 

Wisconsin, and the Redbird Mission in Kentucky.   

 

Monies will also support our church with donations to the general 

fund of DUMC, kitchen supplies and upkeep, Church Camp 

Scholarships, the Youth Mission Trip, the Madison Mission 

Chaplaincy, and gift cards to DUMC college students.  Also we are 

pleased to donate to the Iowa County Food Pantry, We Care, the Free 

Clinic and other community and church programs.  

 

Again, we say thank you for your help and support! 
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A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FOR YOUR CHURCH 

 

But blessed is the one who trust in the LORD, whose trust is 
the LORD. They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending 
out its roots by the stream.  It shall not fear when heat comes, 
and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not 
anxious, and it does not cease to bear fruit.  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)  
 

Now that fall is approaching, perhaps you are making plans: 
plans for home projects and family get-togethers, plans for 
work and school projects, plans for a trip or vacation. What 
about your church plans such as volunteering, Scripture 
reading, and regular prayer?  Right now, I am planning a 
retreat with my spouse, so we can recharge our spiritual 
batteries. And we are planning our giving for the coming year.  
 

Do you have a plan for giving?  If not, how will you know you 
have been successful in being generous?  We set aside a 
percent of our income for church and charity, most recently 
about 13%, and judge our year as successful if we have given 
it all away.  
 

The giving plan is a spiritual discipline in that we think of God 
first, before we even have earned the money.  By settling on a 
proportion first, we know exactly how much to pledge when the 
church’s stewardship campaign comes around in the fall.  
 

Also, we never have to ask whether we have the money.  It is 
set aside for the Lord.  So, when there is a disaster, we are not 
wondering where to find a little extra.  We have already 
designated it to the Lord’s work.  
 

There is much freedom in deciding on percentage giving 
ahead of time.  You are free of the anxiety over whether there 
is enough to share when the needs of others are raised up—
backpacks for needy students, scholarships for seminarians, 
missionaries overseas, etc.  
 

Pray for direction on your giving percentage for the coming 
year. 
 

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 



 

 

 
  

PLEASE PRAY: 
John Schwartz, Anna Olson, Eileen, Joyce V, Lois Dobson, Candy, 

John Hlavac, Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell, John Harker, Tony Gindt, John 

Kristen, Rose Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack 

Meixelsperger, Kathy Bryant, Katie, Palmer Wilson, Fernando, Kristina 

Bjornstad, Renee, Mark Case, Miller/Putz family 

 
 
 

 

 
2 – Jon Trankle 
3 – Eunice Jewell 
3 - Jase Mulder  
4 – Pastor Jim 
12 - Lee Oxnem  
14 - Merlin Gorsline  
22 - Karl Lasse  
24 - Bev Strutt  
25 - Cathryn Tredinnick  
26 – Zach Hickman 
 
 

 

 
 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS Daylight Savings Time 

Ends November 3rd!  

Remember to set your 

clock back. 

T 
H 
A 
N 
K 
s 

No November 

Anniversaries 

Please contact the office 
if your special day is not 

listed! 



 



 



  

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
Please check out the bulletin board in the hall at church for 

more information about these opportunities. 
 
 

 
 

  
Looking for Salvation Army Bell Ringers 

www.registertoring.com 
 

 
Volunteers Needed 

To knit and crochet hats and mittens to donate to local schools 
Dee Margis at 608-553-2625 

 

 
Upland Hills Hospice Remembrance Service 

November 3, 2019 2-4PM 
Dodgeville UMC 

RSVP by October 28 to Upland Hills Hospice at  

608-935-7210 



  

DODGEVILLE FOOD LOCKER COOKIE WALK 
FUNDRAISER 

 
The Dodger Food Locker provides weekend food for hungry 
children, during the school year. Students are recognized, at 
DES and RES, by school teachers and administrators, who 
could use some help making sure they have food, on the 
weekends.  (Some children leave school, on Fridays, and 
don’t get a substantial meal, until they return to school, 
Monday morning.)  Dodger Food Locker supplies a $15 
voucher (for a family with one child) or a $25 voucher (for a 
family of 2 or more), each week.  The vouchers go home, in 
the child’s Friday folder, which is done discreetly and with 
care, by an administrator.  Families can use the voucher at 
Piggly Wiggly or the Badger Mart, in Ridgeway.  This year, 
we are excited to be able to help 75 children!!  If you do the 
math, just using 1 child per family, we need to have over 
$40,000 to get through the academic year. (75 children x $15 
x 36 weeks of school) 
 

On Saturday, November 30, we are planning a Cookie Walk 
fundraiser, at the Dodgeville United Methodist Church, 
starting at 2 PM. We are hoping that churches, community 
members, and organizations will help us with this, by 
supplying homemade cookies/bars/rice krispie treats.  We 
will need LOTS!!  We will have all the cookies displayed on 
platters; folks will get an empty box and select the cookies 
that they want; and the cookies will be sold by the pound.  It 
will be a great way to start the Christmas season...with 
homemade goodies!! 
 

A sign-up sheet may be found in fellowship hall for 
individuals to help with this event.  We are asking for names, 
e-mails, and the approximate number of dozens of cookies 
that would be donated.  The sign-up sheets will need to be 
returned to Brenda Crowe at brencrowe@hotmail.com, by the 
morning of November 18.   Cookies should be delivered to 
the United Methodist Church by between 11:00 AM and 
12:30 PM, on November 30, in disposable containers. 
Thanks so much, in advance, for all your help in feeding our 
children, on the weekends!! 
 

mailto:brencrowe@hotmail.com
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