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                   “Are We There Yet?” 
 

Family vacations were definitely a part of the Droste house- 

hold tradition during the summer months. I can remember  

our trip to South Dakota in which we were able to explore  

various different caves and see Mt.  

Rushmore. I can remember a trip to  

Washington, DC in which we  

explored the Smithsonian museums 

 and visited various monuments and 

memorials. As a child, those vaca- 

tions formed some wonderful mem- 

ories, but it was quite the journey to 

get to where we were going. Our trips happened before iPads, cell 

phones, and in-car television. My brother and I often passed the time 

checking off the license plates that we saw on the highway, or playing 

“I Spy!” I don’t ever recall regaling my parents with the repeated 

question, “Are we there yet?” 
 

I parked my car in the parking lot of Walmart in late October, and as I 

made my way into the grocery-side entrance, I noticed that all the poles 

on the outside had been fitted with candy cane covers. “Christmas, 

already?” I say to myself as I send a message to Christina bemoaning 

the fact that the Christmas season is starting a little bit earlier each year. 

I wonder sometimes if because we start the Christmas season so early, 

that we simply want to rush ahead and get to celebrating. 
 

  This year, during the Saturdays and Sunday of Advent, 

  our theme will be “Are We There Yet?” Let’s put the 

  breaks on celebrating Christmas early, and take time to 

  celebrate Advent. The season of Advent was created as a 

  time of spiritual preparation before Christmas. We best 

  celebrate Christmas when we take time to prepare our 

hearts and minds for the true joy of the Christmas season, celebrating 

Jesus Christ’s coming into the world. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us take a little bit of time to prepare our hearts and minds so that 

we might truly be ready to honor the reason for this season. Here is the 

breakdown: 

 November 30th/December 1st – “Peace” [Isaiah 2:1-5] 

 December 7th/8th – “Hope” [Isaiah 11:1-10] 

 December 14th/15th – “Joy” [Isaiah 35:1-10] 

 December 21st/22nd – “Trust” [Isaiah 7:10-16] 

 

For those of you who members of Dodgeville UMC I would remind 

you of the “Ca$h for Carol$” fundraiser we are having throughout 

December. If you’d like to hear one Christmas carol during an Advent 

worship service, the congregation needs to give $250. Give $1000 

total, you get one carol for each Advent service. I am willing to give a 

little on letting Christmas leak into Advent if it is for the cause of 

supporting DUMC and its mission and ministry to the community. 

 Look for the wrapped gift box on the Information Table! 

 

For Christmas Eve, there will be three opportunities to worship: 

 5:00PM at Grace (Ridgeway) UMC – This service will have 

the celebration of Communion. 

 7:00PM at Dodgeville UMC with Praise Band – This service 

will offer a time for community corporate prayer. 

 9:00PM at Dodgeville UMC with Communion & Choirs – This 

service will have the celebration of Communion. 

All three services will end with a candlelight singing of Silent Night. 

 

Look for a mailing coming in the next few weeks, which will come 

from a letter with along with a special Christmas offering envelope. 

giving us the opportunity to support missions in our community and 

the world. Have a blessed Advent season!    

                 

     ~Pastor Jim  

 
 CHOIR NOTES 
The choir will rehearse on Wednesday, December 4 at 7:00PM in 
the Chapel/Music Room. We are scheduled to sing on Sunday, 
December 1, Sunday, December 15, and at the 9:00PM service 
on Christmas Eve. On Sunday, December 1 we will rehearse 
at 8:00AM before the service. We welcome new and/or 
returning members at any time. Please contact Charlene Mingst 
with any questions regarding the choir.  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN CHRISTMAS GATHERING 
 

Everyone is invited to the annual UMW Christmas “Potluck” 
dinner on Thursday, December 5th in Fellowship Hall at 6:30PM. 
Please bring a dish to pass and feel free to bring a guest.  We 

look forward to a time of celebration and fellowship. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                  
    

 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE 
 
This fundraiser is happening Sunday December 8 and 15th at 
DUMC.  Saffron Buns, Tea Biscuits, Cutout Sugar Cookies, 
Fudge, Bretzeli (Jan Aschliman’s specialty).   
 

Let us help you with your Christmas baking!! 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

To the funeral lunch women and men for your kindness in 
preparing and serving the lunch for our family and friends.  It is 

a truly a wonderful service. 
The Family of Fern March king 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                  
    

 

DODGEVILLE CHRISTMAS PARADE 
 

Is Saturday, November 30th.  Dress in holiday attire/accessories 
and join us in representing DUMC!!  We will meet in the library 
parking lot at 3:45.  Tina Smith will meet us there with the banner 
and hot chocolate at 3:30. 
Participants so far are:  Tina Smith, Pastor Jim, Rose & Alyson 
Hickman, Nancy Mortimer, Denise Tolzman, Dallas Starr. 

Please join us!! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                  
    

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 
CA$H for CAROL$ 

 
The last few years Pastor Jim has led an advent preparation 
journey encouraging us to use the time to prepare our hearts for 
the birth of Jesus and not to jump ahead to the celebration.  This 
included not singing Christmas carols during worship service 
until Christmas Eve.  However, many of us missed singing those 
familiar hymns! 
 
This year he has graciously agreed to let us fundraise for the 
opportunity to sing.  Along the same lines of corporate 
fundraisers that allow you to wear jeans when a donation goal 
has been met, or school fundraisers that allow you to wear 
pajamas, we will fundraise for the opportunity to sing Christmas 
carols.  Like singing for your supper….in reverse! 
 
$250-$499 = one carol on Dec 1 
$500 - $749 = one carol on Dec 1 and one carol on Dec 8 
$750-$849 = one carol on Dec 1, one carol on Dec 8 and one 
carol on Dec 15 
$850-$1000 = one carol on Dec 1, one carol on Dec 8, one carol 
on Dec 15 and one carol on Dec 22 
Over $1000 = one carol each Sunday AND a Christmas carol 
duet by Pastor Jim and Christina Droste at the 7pm Christmas 
Eve service.   

 
Look for a collection box in the narthex! 

 

 
    

 Proceeds go to the church general fund. 
 



 

  

DECEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
31 – Art & Margaret Humbert 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
3 - Scott Godfrey 
4 - Keith Bowers   
5 - Mylee Mulder   
8 - Mary Terrill 
12 - Denise Tolzman  
14 - James Short 
17 – Ivy Wilson 
19 – Holly Starr 
20 – Mary Wilson  
22 – Robin Digman  
22 – Dawn Van Epps 
23 – Rosemary Edwards 
29 – Mary Lou Oxnem 
31 – Julie Colden 

Poinsettia Orders 
Opportunities to order Poinsettias for display in the 

sanctuary during the Christmas season will be offered 
December 1 – December 15th.  Those who order plants 
may take them home after the Christmas Eve service or  

the Sunday after. 
 

 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN NEWS 
Everyone is invited to the United Methodist Women’s annual 
Christmas Gathering at 6:30PM on Thursday, December 5.  
Reverend LaMarr Gibson of the Madison Chaplaincy Program 
will be our special guest and speaker. Please bring a guest 
and a dish to pass as we enjoy a potluck meal and fellowship. 
 
The Evening Star Circle will not meet in December. 
 
The Grace Post Circle will meet at 12:00 noon on Monday, 
December 9 at Louise Price’s home for their annual potluck 
meal. Please be ready to share in “Pot Luck Devotions” as 
well. 

 



 

 

 

 
  

PLEASE PRAY 
John Schwartz, Anna 

Olson, Eileen, Joyce V, Lois 

Dobson, Candy, John 

Hlavac, Bill Wilson, Alan 

Jewell, John Harker, Tony 

Gindt, John Kristen, Rose 

Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary 

Lou Oxnem, Jack 

Meixelsperger, Kathy 

Bryant, Katie, Palmer 

Wilson, Fernando, Kristina 

Bjornstad, Renee, Mark 

Case, Miller/Putz family 

 

 
CANDLE 

LIGHTING 
CEREMONY 

 
Compassionate 
Friends will be 

holding a Candle 
Lighting 

Ceremony on 
Sunday, 

December 8th at 
6:00 PM at 

DUMC.     
 
 

Giving/Attendance Stats 

Week Attendance Offering 

November 

1 113 $9,115 

2 94 $3,712 

3 84 $2,276 

4 77 $3,547 

 

 
 

Christmas Service of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 29th  at 5:00PM 

St. Bridget’s Catholic Church 
 

 
  

 

Now in its fifth year, Grace UMC joins St. 

Bridget’s Catholic Church and anyone else 

in the community to this traditional service 

of lessons and carols. Hear the story of 

salvation through Jesus Christ from the 

Bible with your favorite Christmas carols in 

between. 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MEET AND GREET WITH 
AUTHOR DIANNE DEATON VIELHUBER 

 
My sister, Dianne Deaton Vielhuber has recently written her first 
book - The Mary Experiment - When Doing and Being Collide.  I 
am hosting a meet and greet on Thursday, December 12.  We 
will meet at the Dodgeville United Methodist Church located at 
327 North Iowa Street, Dodgeville WI. We will begin at 6 with a 
light dinner and then Dianne will share the journey behind her 
book project.  
 
Please bring a couple of dollars for the Dodger Food Locker 
project if you would like to. Please mark your calendars for 
December 12.   
 
My sister, Dianne, previously lead services here at DUMC when 
Pastor Rom was recovering. I invite each of you to attend.  
Please RSVP to 642.0523 and let me know if you have any 
questions. Thank you! 
 
Denise Deaton-Tolzman  

 
  

Christmas Eve Service Schedule 
 

All services on Christmas Eve will include several Christmas carols, and 

will end with the singing of Silent Night by candlelight. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                  
    

 

 5:00PM at Grace (Ridgeway) UMC – 

traditional worship service with 

Communion 

7:00PM at Dodgeville UMC – contemporary 

worship service with praise band and 

community prayer time 

9:00PM at Dodgeville UMC – traditional 

worship service with vocal choir, bell choir, 

 

Please plan to stay after worship on 
December 1st to help decorate  

the church building! 
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER 

Wednesday, December 25th, 11:30 - 1:30 PM at Culver’s.  
 Reservations: for a delivered meal, or to eat at Culver’s, call at 
930-3392.   Monetary donations at the door will be used for the 

cost of the meal. 

13th  Annual Spectacular Spectacular! 
Saturday, December 7th  at 5:30PM 

Barneveld Lutheran Church 
___________________________________________________________ 

Christmas Cookie and Candy Sale 
Faith Lutheran Church, Mineral Point 

Saturday, December 7th     
7:30 AM to 2:00 PM 

Upland Hills Health Hospital Auxiliary 
LOVE LIGHTS 

Purchase a “light” on the Love Lights display to honor or 
remember a loved one.  For more information call the 

hospital Volunteer Department  
at 930-7113 

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS! 
Tuesday, December 3 at 6:15PM 

 Musical performance by David & Matty Olson 
Stories with Judi Ziehr 

Visit with Santa 
At Dodgeville Public Library 

 

 



  

Our Annual Giving Tree is located in the Narthex.  To 
participate, please take an ornament from the tree and purchase 

the item listed on it as a gift to a resident at  
a local Nursing Home. 
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