Dodgeville United Methodist Church
327 North lowa Street
Dodgeville, Wl 53533

Prepared especially for...

Newsletter . .
January 2020 Members & Friends of Dodgeville

United Methodist Church




%) | A PUBLICATION OF |
b DODGEVILLE & RIDGEWAY GRACE
- UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES _

Waiting

""So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its
own. Today's trouble is enough for today.” (Matthew 6:34 NRSV)

Check-out lines. Red lights. Trying to contact anyone in the Internal
Revenue Service. Getting a table at Bob’s Bitchin’ BBQ at 6:00PM on a
Saturday. The bathroom during halftime at Lambeau Field. These all
involve a great deal of waiting.

I don’t like waiting. As Tom Petty famously sang, “The waiting is the
hardest part.” The average person will spend approximately 6 months of
their lives waiting in lines for things. That same person will also spend
about 43 days on hold with automated customer service in one lifetime.
Wow! When | wait in line, | always feel like | am wasting time and that
I could be accomplishing something. | have found that worrying is often
the same way, it’s time that is wasted because it won’t affect the
outcome of whatever it is you’re worrying out.

The year 2020 (it feels strange to type that...it still seems like the distant
future) has some pretty important events coming up. These are events
that we are waiting for, and they are events that can worry us:

e On Tuesday, February 18t™, there will be a referendum on the
ballot in Dodgeville about whether or not there will be
construction of a new public library at a cost not to exceed $7
million. | realize our current library is cramped and does not
have adequate meeting space for community needs. | also
understand the increase in property taxes that would be
necessary to fund it. I must admit | am awaiting the outcome of
this measure and its impact on our community.




e The United Methodist Church awaits the 2020 General
Conference in Minneapolis, MN which will take place May 5t"-
15, At this conference, the UMC will conduct all of its regular
business as it would at any other gathering. What most of us are
anticipating is the decisions that will come about from all the
different proposals regarding human sexuality in the
denomination. Who will “win?”” What does victory look like?
Who might leave, or stay? Will there be schism? There are a lot
of questions that remain to be answered.

e The House of Representatives impeached President Donald
Trump and we await a trial that will take place in the Senate,
likely starting somewhere in January (possibly later...or not at
all?). Around tables of fellowship at both Grace and
Dodgeville, I have heard some very strong opinions one way or
another on the appropriateness of the impeachment. We have a
year-long election season to look forward to, culminating with a
presidential election on November 3", 2020. Who will be
president by the end of the year?

These are all significant events that we have to wait for to find out the
results. In the meantime we speculate and theorize. Not much good
comes from this. Jesus said, “So do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today's trouble is enough for
today.” (Matthew 6:34) My general reaction to this statement is, “Easy
for you to say, Jesus. The things that | have to worry about are
important.”

The wisdom in Jesus’ words, for me, is that instead of worrying about
the problems that we face, we might invest that energy in ways that we
might be able to make a difference for the issues that concern us. If it’s
political, we can advocate and work to support our position, or the
candidate we favor. If it’s a denominational concern, we can Stay
informed and support organizations that we agree with theologically. If
we like the library proposal, we can act in ways to support it. Let us be
mindful of how we can stand for that which we believe in, and not
succumb to worrying about what might be. God is ultimately in control.

~ Pastor Jim
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Giving — Closing the Gap

For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to
what one has—not according to what one does not have.
(2 Corinthians 8:12)

This year, join me in taking care of the problematic and typical
shortfalls in our local church budgets. Many stewardship books
propose a step of 1% of income per year as you grow toward
tithing. In Wisconsin, if the roughly 34,000 giving households
increased their giving by an average of 1% of income in 2020, our
churches would receive $18 million more in 2020 than in
2019. Overall, we would increase our giving from 3% to 4% of our
collective income.

If you make the median income in Wisconsin, then one percent is
about $600. That is $11.54 per week in 2020. Coming up with
another $12 per week for the church may take some effort and
sacrifice, but you can see that for most families earning the
median, this would be doable.

If your household earns $100,000 per year, one percentis $1,000,
or about $19 per week. If your household earns $25,000 per year,
one percent is $250 or just under $5 per week.

Generosity is not a big check; rather, it is these weekly
increments that today you will resolve to give to God in 2020. If
you have already pledged, tell them you want to change it, or just
starting giving the additional $5 or $12 or $19 or whatever is 1%
of your income over and above your giving last year.

If most giving units increased their giving in this way, your church
would close the budget gap that people have been worrying
about. Apportionments would be paid and delayed maintenance
would be done. More importantly, your congregation would be
able to feed the hungry, help the poor, send youth on mission trips,
sponsor missionaries and do good in many other ways. Isn’t this
why you are a church?

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation



BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER EVENT

Every church recognizes prayer as important. But what happens
when a congregation unites to pray collectively and consistently for
God to break through in new and miraculous ways? You can launch
your congregation into the kind of church wide breakthrough prayer
initiative that fuels the atmosphere of possibility, and the entire focus
begins to shift from inward to up-and-outward. It's easier than you
think--and the results will make spiritual history right in your own
community and beyond.

Breakthrough prayer can be added into what already happens in the
daily life of your congregation--and this workshop will provide
equipping plus many stories, practical examples and ideas of how
other United Methodist congregations across the country have done
so with innovation and impact. Additionally, learn how you can utilize
breakthrough prayer through key aspects of your weekly worship
service, and develop your church's heart to reach its neighborhood
with the message and love of Christ.

Event Details
Date: January 11, 2020 from 10:00am — 3:00pm
Location: Sugar River UMC (415 W Verona Ave, Verona, WI 53593)

Participation Requirements: Each church must bring a team consisting of
the pastor plus at least five of your members (or as many as you like), in
order that implementation of the training is effective

Cost: $10/person, with a max of $60 per church
Register here by January 3 at 4:00pm

If you are bringing more than six people, please contact Kristy via emalil
at kyang@wisconsinumc.org.

This training will be led by Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey, Director of the
Missional Church Consultation Initiative (MCCI) and author of Flood Gates:
Holy Momentum for a Fearless Church as well as Ultimate Reliance:
Breakthrough Prayer Practices for Leaders (both published by Abingdon
Press).

See Pastor Jim for more information.



https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/index.php?eventid=506808&
mailto:kyang@wisconsinumc.org

Churckh

ly News

Giving/Attendance Stats

DECEMBER
Week Attendance Offering
1 93 $3,378
2 80 $4,090
3 96 $4,464
4 99 $10,310
Christmas Eve 66/101 n/a
5 n/a n/a

Please Pray for:
John Schwartz, Anna Olson,

Eileen, Joyce V, Lois Dobson,

Candy, Bill Wilson, Alan
Jewell, John Harker, John
Kristen, Rose Williams, Jackie
Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack
Meixelsperger, Kathy Bryant,
Katie, Palmer Wilson,
Fernando, Kristina Bjornstad,
Renee Mote, Mark Case,
Miller/Putz family, Alice
Griffiths, Marian Jewell

January Anniversary

JANUARY

2 — Laney Harman
4 - Lois Dobson

4 — Melissa Mulder
4 - Charlene Mingst
4 - Lois Wieland

9 - Bobbi Butteris

9 — Alex Harman

10 - Steve Colden
12 - Dacotah Starr
19 — Edith Hunter
21 - Zach Tolzman
22 - Penny Edwards
25 - Julie Udelhoven
28 - Judy Strutt
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