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General Conference 2020—
A New Proposal
Just one month ago in the January 2020 edition of The Compass I
shared that we should not get too anxious about the 2020 General
Conference taking place May 5th-15th in Minneapolis, MN. While I
am not backing off of this recommendation, how General
Conference may play out has changed since that newsletter came
out.
On January 3rd, many of you likely saw the news story about the
release of the Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through
Separation in regards to the future of The United Methodist
Church. As somebody who likes to think that he is keeping tabs on
all the latest developments, this protocol came as a surprise to
me! That Sunday, January 5th, I had a few concerned members
coming to me asking what it was all about. Unfortunately some
news sources were reporting this protocol as if it had somehow
already been adopted and would be implemented. This is not the
case! It is a proposal, just the same as the many other proposals
that would come before the General Conference.
I will say that there is something about this proposal that does
make it feel different from the others. The proposal was developed
by a very diverse group of bishops, pastors, and lay people with a
broad spectrum of theological beliefs when it comes to human
sexuality and the church. Other plans that could come before the
General Conference do not have such diversity in who helped
develop them. I have heard that this protocol might be the
proposal that gets acted on first because of the broad spectrum of
folks who helped to develop it. Given that broad support, it is very
possible that it might pass at the General Conference. I realize
that I have made a few leaps there; there are other proposals and
possibilities for the body to consider.

Should this protocol happen to pass, what would it mean? I’ll
offer a brief explanation and encourage you to search about
additional information on your own. Should this particular
protocol pass, a new conservative/traditional Methodist
denomination would form and would be given money from The
United Methodist Church to get started. This denomination would
take a traditional view around human sexuality reflecting the
Traditional Plan that was passed at General Conference 2019.
The United Methodist Church would continue as is, but would
remove all restrictive language from the Book of Discipline,
allowing LGBTQ individuals to be married in UMC churches,
allowing pastors to officiate at these weddings, and allowing
LGBTQ individuals to be ordained as clergy. Annual
Conferences would have until 2021 to vote to become a part of
the new denomination (or do nothing and stay UMC), and
individual churches would have until 2024 to decide to leave their
annual conference because they may not affiliate with the
denomination their annual conference has chosen. The “trust
clause” would not apply in this process, meaning if churches
chose to leave the UMC, they could keep their building and
assets.
If you are curious to see a comparison of some of the main
proposals that will be up for discussion at General Conference,
follow this link: https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umcmedia/2020/01/09/19/07/General-Conference-UMC-Plans-Chart-V6.
I would encourage you to check this out because I do think that
General Conference will involve the passing of some kind of plan
that will create new denomination(s) with differing stances
around human sexuality. Another word for this is schism. It
brings back to mind the unpleasant history in which the
Methodist Episcopal Church split over the issue of slavery. I
certainly don’t want to see a split, but I do not see any alternative
in which there is such a drastic difference in theological beliefs
and no middle ground to find.
I will continue to offer updates as we approach the May General
Conference, and will definitely keep you informed on any
decisions that are made at the conference. And, as always, if you

have any questions or concerns, please ask.
~ Pastor Jim
P. S. I wanted to take a moment and thank you all for your great
generosity during the months of November and December! The
2019 Christmas letter that I sent out did not offer a rosy picture
for how the year was projected to end. I will say, however, that
your generosity allowed us to end the year, not behind, but
ahead by more than $3,000!

“Beneath the Surface” Presentation
Kimberly Pink, Education Director for
the Clarity Clinic, will be joining us on
Tuesday, March 10th, 2020 at 6:30PM
for a presentation called “Beneath the
Surface” which will focus on the issue
of human trafficking. The main goal is
to make people more aware of this issue. Things that will be
covered: statistics and occurrences abroad and in the state of
Wisconsin; defining human trafficking and its various types; how
social media/sexting, pornography, violence, drugs, and alcohol
are contributing factors; who is trafficked; how are individuals
trafficked; grooming tactics, recognizing the signs, red flag
indicators; and resources.

Lent 2020 Tithing Challenge
At Dodgeville United Methodist Church,
prospective new members take a class
called A Disciple’s Path. Members of
Dodgeville UMC pledge to support the
church through their prayers, presence,
gifts, service, and witness. As we
unpack each of these together, the gifts aspect includes a
conversation about supporting the church financially.
In one of the reflections, they offer some detail about the tithe. It
says:
“Let’s consider a simple explanation of the Old Testament practice of
tithing. Review the following passages:
1. Numbers 18:21: The people paid a general tithe to the Levites.
2. Numbers 18:25-31: The Levites paid a portion of the general tithe
to the priests.
3. Deuteronomy 14:22-27: The people kept a tithe to pay for their
annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
4. Deuteronomy 14:28-29: The people paid a tithe for the poor, the
orphans, and the widows.”

This practice has become a part of our Christian tradition, and we
are encouraged to also strive to give a tithe, or 10%, of our yearly
income to the church. Again in A Disciple’s Path they write,
“Jesus stressed that giving was about the condition of the heart.
It was about giving from desire and not from the legalistic
requirement of the law.” So, while the New Testament does not
specific require a tithe, it is an excellent spiritual discipline and
goal to shoot for. But, it is not an easy thing to do!
Making a year-long commitment to tithe when you haven’t before
can be a big leap. So, the Stewardship Grant Committee is
offering a challenge to the Dodgeville United Methodist Church
community. Make a three-month commitment to tithing for the
months of March, April, and May, which encompasses the
complete Lenten and Easter season. Lent is meant to be a time
of spiritual preparation for Easter. And Easter is festive reminder
of how important the resurrection of Jesus is to our faith!lease
prayerfully consider joining us in this tithing challenging starting
March! I will share more about this for the March newsletter.
~ Pastor Jim

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN EVENTS
All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
these events!

The Executive Board of UMW will meet on Thursday,
January 30 at 6:30PM in the DUMC Library for a planning
session before resuming our regularly scheduled meetings for
2020. The Executive Board consists of the president, vicepresident, secretary, treasurer, chairs of the circles, and mission
coordinators. Please know that if you aren’t currently holding
one of these positions you are still welcome to join us!
The first regularly scheduled unit meeting of 2020 will be
held on Thursday, February 6th at 7:00PM in Fellowship Hall.
The Executive Board will meet at 6:30PM in the Library. There
will be a brief installation of officers followed by the program“How the Light Gets In” from our UMW Program Book.
Members of the Board will also be the hostesses for this
meeting.
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, February 17 at
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. Robin Digman will be the hostess
and Mary James will lead the devotions.
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, February 17 at
1:00PM at the Country Kitchen Café. Cathryn Tredinnick will
lead the devotions.
Looking ahead to March: The annual Spring Rummage and
Bake Sale is scheduled for Friday, March 27 and Saturday,
March 28, 2020. The set-up will begin on Tuesday, March 24.
There will be more information coming soon in regard to this
event!

GIVING - Concentrating on Our Need for God
...they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even
beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the privilege of
sharing in this ministry to the saints. (2 Corinthians 8:3b-4)
Self-denial helps us to concentrate on our need for God. It is one
thing to say that God provides all the food we need, but is quite
another to go without food. It is one thing to say that God
provides us with income to provide for our needs, but it is quite
another to give 10% of that income back to God to provide for
the needs of others.
Fasting and tithing are forms of sacrifice, a Latin word that
comes from combining “to make” and “holy or sacred”. Over
time, sacrifice has become synonymous with giving something
up that is dear to us (self-denial) in order to serve a greater
good, like the Kingdom of God.
Lent is a good time to remember that self-denial draws us closer
to God. Lenten fasting should not be pro forma as in giving up
chocolate, for example. It should be real self-denial
accompanied by prayer, repentance and soul-searching.
Sacrificial giving is a fast from spending on yourself and is
equally appropriate for Lent, especially if accompanied by
prayer, repentance and soul-searching. We are called to
sacrificial giving year-round, but at Lent we can especially
remember Who and what our sacrifice is for.
Several years ago, I was part of a Disciple Bible Study group
that decided during Lent to fast by skipping food between
breakfast and dinner. We saved the money we would normally
spend on lunch, snacks and coffee and brought this to the class
each week. In the end, we were able to donate over $2,200 to a
local feeding program for the homeless and poor.Join me this
Lent in focusing on our need for God.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

1 - Ron Symons
2 - Bonnie Oxnem
3 – David LaBelle
9 – Tom Harman
10 - Jeff Starr
13 - Mary Jean Thomas
19 - Dee Dochnahl
23 – Bill Boyer
27 - Don Smith
28 - Carol Thomas

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS

Date
1/5/20
1/12/20
1/19/20
1/26/20

January Attendance/Giving
Attendance
Offering
84
$4,040
92
$3,182
56
$2,294
69
$1,449

Ash Wednesday
Service will be
taking place at
Plymouth UCC on
February 26th at
6:30PM. Pastor Jim
will be preaching
at this service.

Lent 2020 Book Study:
The Book of Forgiving
Last month, I shared with you the uncertainty
that we face in the year 2020. As we witness an
impeachment trial and see the primary season
kicking into gear, contentious conversations
about politics are likely to arise. As we await
the results of the 2020 General Conference
of the United Methodist Church, we speculate
about new denominational structures. Contentious
conversations about theology are likely to arise. Given how
polarized our society is, I though the study of a book on
forgiveness might be helpful.
During five Wednesdays in Lent (March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th &
April 1st) we will be exploring two chapters of the book The Book
of Forgiving: The Fourfold Path for Healing Ourselves and the
World. Please have the first two chapters read for the first
meeting.
Books will be $10 and you can order a copy by signing up in the
Fellowship Hall or contacting me (Pastor Jim) on Facebook or
via email at: pastorjim@dodgevilleumc.org. Books must be ordered
by February 16th and all those ordering books will have them at
least one week in advance of our first gathering.
~ Pastor Jim

CHOIR NOTES
The choir will be meeting on Wednesday,
January 29, 6:00PM at Monte & Dona Muller’s
home (address is 4124 State Rd. 23) for
rehearsal and a potluck dinner. We will sing
first—at about 6:15PM and then enjoy dinner
and fellowship. Thank you Monte and Dona!! As parking is
limited, if you would like to carpool please contact Charlene
Mingst.
The choir is scheduled to sing on February 2nd and 16th. We
will rehearse at 8:00AM on both of those Sundays. We
welcome new and/or returning members at any time.
Please contact Charlene Mingst (935-5758) with any
questions regarding the choir.

Trustee Pancake Breakfast
is happening February 9th 8:00—11:00 AM.

RIDGEWAY GRACE UMW
The Ridgeway Grace UMW will be meeting
February 4th at 2:00 PM.

CHURCH LIBRARY UPDATED

The church library is reorganized and open for business! The
library has been cleaned from top to bottom. We went through
all of the books that were jammed onto the shelves, stacked
above the shelves, and packed into boxes. We went through
every book and selected those that we wanted keep. The extras
are available on tables in the narthex and they are looking for
new homes.
The library has a new look! You will notice that the books are
arranged by category, not the Dewey Decimal System. We are
hoping this will make it easier for you to find the kind of book you
are looking for. Each shelf is labeled with one or more
categories. All of the books in belonging in the same category
have the same color dot on the spine.
Checking out is very easy. We are using the honor
system. There is no card catalog and no card to sign. Please
take the book you want to read, enjoy it, and return it when you
are finished. Either return it to the correct shelf (just put it on the
shelf above the label with the same colorored dot) or put it in the
plastic return bin on the shelf.
As we worked, we discovered some very interesting
books. Please check out what books we have available!
Thank you to the volunteers who accomplished this monumental
task: Deb Short, Jody Vanderloo, Pastor Jim, Charlene Mingst,
Nancy Mortimer, Dawn VanEpps, Denise Tolzman, and our
custodian Mike Harwood. We appreciate your efforts in making
this project happen!
We would like to thank the church committees and
church members for entrusting us with this
opportunity! Check out the library and find
a good book to read!

Please pray: John Schwartz, Anna Olson, Eileen, Joyce V, Lois
Dobson, Candy, Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell, John Harker, John Kristen,
Rose Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, Jack Meixelsperger,
Kathy Bryant, Katie, Palmer Wilson, Fernando, Kristina Bjornstad,
Renee Mote, Mark Case, Miller/Putz family, Alice Griffiths, Marian
Jewell, Pam Fingerson, Walsh Family, Tenley Walker

COMMUNITY EVENTS
IF Gathering
February

7th

6:00pm-9:00pm; February
9:00am-5:00pm
Hidden Valley Community Church
Registration Fee: $25 (includes light refreshments
and snacks, lunch on Saturday and the IF:Local
2020 Attendee Bundle)
8th

Register at: https://www.hiddenv.com/if-gathering.

Healthy Living with Diabetes 6 Week Workshop
Every Thursday 1:30-4:00PM Feb 27-April 2
Mineral Point Library

Powerful Tools for Caregivers
Wednesdays April 1- May 6
Room 1001 Health and Human Services Center

Faith Lutheran Church
“Soups On” Luncheon
400 Ridge St, Mineral Point
Wednesday, February 12th, 11AM-1:00PM
(carryouts available – free will offering)

FEBRUARY

