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Our 2020 Lenten Journey

With the Lenten season already upon, beginning on Ash Wednesday,
February 26th, I wanted to let you know about what’s going on during
the season of Lent:

An Old Testament Exploration
Throughout the Sundays of our Lenten season, we will be looking at
the Old Testament readings in the Revised Common Lectionary. For
the month of March we will be exploring: Genesis 2:15-17 & 3:1-7 on
March 1st; Genesis 12:1-4 on March 8th; Exodus 17:1-7 on March 15th;
1 Samuel 16:1-3 on March 22nd; and Ezekiel 27:1-14 on March 29th. I
would encourage you to allow attend the Tuesday morning Bible
studies that will specifically look at the reading I will be focusing on
that Sunday.

Lenten Book Study
Our book study of The Book of Forgiving will begin on
Wednesday, March 4th. If you did not order a book through
the church, you can certainly purchase your own copy of
The Book of Forgiving through Amazon.com or another
vendor. There are a few of you that didn’t get your book
on Sunday. I will hopefully be able to track you down by this coming
Sunday, March 1st. We will explore the first two chapters at our first
meeting. Even if you are unable to make it to a week or two, please still
feel free participate!

Tithing Challenge
When I was going through the process
to become a pastor in The United
Methodist Church, I was concerned
about what the expectations would be
for pastors as it related to their giving
to the church. I went to the pastor of
First United Methodist Church in Oshkosh at that time and asked his
advice. He told me about the advice that he received from his mentor
when he was starting out in ministry. His mentor told him to start with
giving 1% of his income his first year in ministry and to up it by 1%
for each year he was in ministry. My mentor followed his advice, and
by his last year in ministry, he was giving 37% of his income back to
the church. That sounds pretty easy to start, but I can’t imagine getting
up to that high of a percentage!
Did I follow his advice? Nope. But, I do remember when it came to
time to write out my first offering checks as a pastor at Oakfield and
Tabor (Eden) United Methodist churches, I gave 10% of my gross
income back to the churches based on the percentage of active
membership. This is a practice that I have continued in my 10+ years
of ministry. I will admit that the first two checks I wrote out were
pretty painful. That was a lot of money to see go away from the
checking account, especially during a time of difficult transition. Each
month, however, it became easier to write, because I became more
accustomed to realizing that I could adjust my lifestyle to having less
money. Like all who are a part of The United Methodist Church, I
sought to support the church through my gifts. I was giving first to
God, and then was living on the remainder. My priorities have
changed.
There are some things that I am not able to do financially because 10%
of my income comes back to the churches and goes out to other
charitable organizations. I similarly tithe the income that I receive from
other sources, such as reimbursements from being a LIFT driver and
from doing weddings and funerals. This practice has become a regular
part of my financial planning, and I don’t even think about it now.
As I wrote about last month, the tithe was an Old Testament practice
that has been adopted by many Christians. I don’t believe the tithe is
mandated by Jesus in the New Testament, but it is still a laudable goal

and symbolic of offering the first fruits of our income to God. Please
check last month’s Compass newsletter to see the origins of the tithe
from the Old Testament. It is a good practice to guide your charitable
giving and your giving to the church.
During the months of March, April, and May I would encourage you
to make it a goal to give a tithe during these months. If a tithe is not
possible, I would encourage you to make a conscious effort to
increase your giving for this three month period. If you are not
giving anything at all, I would encourage you to start during this
time. If you have any questions, please ask!
~ Pastor Jim

“Beneath the Surface” Presentation
Kimberly Pink, Education Director
for the Clarity Clinic, will be joining
us on Tuesday, March 10th, 2020 at
6:30PM for a presentation called
“Beneath the Surface” which will
focus on the issue of human trafficking.
The main goal is to make people more aware of this issue. Things
that will be covered: statistics and occurrences abroad and in the
state of Wisconsin; defining human trafficking and its various
types; how social media/sexting, pornography, violence, drugs,
and alcohol are contributing factors; who is trafficked; how are
individuals trafficked; grooming tactics, recognizing the signs, red
flag indicators; and resources.

Special Charge Conference
All are invited to a special called church
conference which will be taking place on
Monday, March 30th at 6:30PM in the
sanctuary of Dodgeville United Methodist
Church. We will be voting as a church body whether or not to affirm
Christina’s seeking to be a certified candidate for ministry in the
Wisconsin Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. This
will be the only agenda item for the evening .

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend the
following events.
The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, March
5 at 7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. The Executive Board will meet
at 6:30PM in the Library preceding the unit meeting. The annual
Prayer and Self Denial program will be led by Robin Digman.
This year’s program is entitled “We Rise: Meeting God’s Call to
Transform Communities”. Martha Boyer will serve refreshments.
We hope to see you there!
The Evening Star Circle will meet on Monday, March 16 at
7:00PM in Fellowship Hall. Shirley Lewis will be the hostess
and Jeanne Kapotas will lead the devotions.
The Grace Post Circle will meet on Monday, March 16 at
1:00PM at the Country Kitchen Café. Louise Price will lead the
devotions.
The annual Spring Rummage and Bake Sale is scheduled for
Friday, March 27 and Saturday, March 28, 2020. The set-up will
begin on Tuesday, March 24 and will continue through Thursday,
March 26. Please see another page of this newsletter for more
information regarding this event.
The annual Wisconsin Conference United Methodist Women
Mission Action Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 4, 2020.
This year’s theme is “Racial Inequality and School to Prison
Pipeline”. It will be held at St. Paul’s UMC in Green Bay, WI.
Registration begins at 9:00AM and the day’s schedule ends at
2:30PM. The deadline for registration is Friday, March 8 the fee is
$15.00 which includes lunch. The late registration date is March
9-16 with a fee of $18.00. If you are interested in attending (you
don’t need to be a UMW member) please see Charlene Mingst,
Robin Digman, or Martha Boyer for a copy of the form or more
information.

SPRING RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE
The annual Spring Rummage/Bake Sale is scheduled for
Friday, March 27 and Saturday, March 28, 2020. The hours
are: 9:00AM-5:30PM on Friday and 8:00AM-12:00PM on
Saturday. The Bake Sale is to be held on Saturday morning
only. The “Bag Sale” will be between the hours of 10:00AM12:00PM on Saturday. The set-up dates are TuesdayThursday, March 24-26. Items for the rummage sale can be
brought in from 9:00AM-4:00PM on those dates. Because
storage space is very limited—if at all possible please wait
to bring your items on the planned days. PLEASE DO NOT
BRING: TVs, overly large/heavy “entertainment centers”,
computers, dehumidifiers, home-recorded VCR tapes or
DVDs, stained or torn clothing, or inappropriate books or
magazines. Bake Sale items should be priced and can be
brought in on Friday or early Saturday. If you like to bake
please consider donating items for the bake sale. We will
need many workers to help set-up and to work during the
sale. Sign-up sheets will be available in Fellowship Hall
starting on about Sunday, March 8. Please sign up for a
shift or two!! If you have a question about an item that you

would like to donate please call Charlene Mingst (9355758). This annual fund-raiser helps us to meet our goals of
mission on the local, state, national, and international levels.
Thank you to all who will work and also to everyone who
donates items to sell.
March Birthdays
2 – Phil Udelhoven
7 – Rachel Dees
7 – Julia Harman
10 – Mary Aschliman

15 – Jonathon Butteris
15 – Dallas Starr

When Propensity meets Capacity
To give away money is an easy matter and within anyone’s
power, but to decide to whom to give it, how much to give, when
to give, and to give for the right motive and in the right way, is
neither in everyone’s power nor an easy matter. Hence, it is that
such excellence is rare, praiseworthy, and noble.
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book II, Chapter 9
Recently a church asked me to help determine their
congregation’s capacity for giving. Here is my simple answer: any
congregation’s capacity to give is at least 10% (the tithe) of its
annual income.
I usually estimate a church’s congregation-wide annual income
as the median income within a 5-mile radius of the church times
the number of giving units in the church. (So that I do not
inadvertently overestimate congregational income, I usually work
with 90 percent of this number.)
Ten percent of total congregational income is the tithe and is
our best scripturally based estimate of congregational
capacity to give. God proposed the tithe as a target for giving to
support the church with other charitable giving to be over and
above that amount. (Our denomination’s stance is that “tithing is
the minimum goal of giving” (Book of Discipline ¶630.5e) and
“God’s standard of giving” (¶304.1c)).
In Wisconsin, our actual giving averages 2.9%. We are spending
much of God’s share on ourselves. How much could our
churches accomplish if we tithed and had more than three times
as much in giving?
In my talks with United Methodists around the state, I hear a lot
of anxiety about the state of our churches, often because they
are experiencing budget shortfalls. What they often propose is
cutting more costs or getting new people to pay for the church.
Yet, we could reverse the trajectory of United Methodism by
simply giving what God has asked us to give. That is the
revitalization we need.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR FEBRUARY:
Date

#

Offering

February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

82
52
80
84

$3,912
$2,130
$2,171
$ 982

Please Pray:
John Schwartz, Anna Olson, Eileen, Joyce V, Lois Dobson, Candy,
Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell, John Kristen, Rose Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary
Lou Oxnem, Jack Meixelsperger, Kathy Bryant, Katie, Palmer Wilson,
Fernando, Kristina Bjornstad, Renee Mote, Mark Case, Miller/Putz
family, Alice Griffiths, Marian Jewell, Pam Fingerson, Walsh Family,
Tenley Walker

CHOIR NOTES
The choir is scheduled to sing on March 1, 2020
and March 15, 2020. We will rehearse on 8:00AM
on both of those Sundays. We welcome new
and/or returning members at any time. Please
Charlene Mingst (935-5758) with any questions
regarding the choir.

SUMMER MISSION TRIP
Those attending the summer mission trip will be heading to Ft
Wayne, Indiana June 21st through the 27th.
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