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    Ministry amidst a Pandemic 
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“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” – 

Isaiah 43:17 

 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put 

it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same 

way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  

         

        – Matthew 5:14-15 

 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 

about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” – Matthew 6:34 

 

 

There is a Facebook group of which I am a part  

that is called “Things They Didn’t Teach Us  

Seminary.” I can assure you that I received no  

training in how to respond to a pandemic forcing 

quarantine, social distancing, and understanding 

what is essential! The COVID-19 virus has us all 

wondering about what it means to be the church in the midst of social-

distancing and “essential” outings only. We are all blazing a trail 

together as we think about being the church during times such as these. 

Despite all the uncertainty, I shared the above quotes from the Bible that 

I did because we still must be a community of Christ no matter the 

situation. We’ve got this, because God’s got this!  

 

 

Reach out! 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
  

 

There are many events that were planned during March, April, and 

potentially May that have been, or will be, cancelled or postponed. 

Once we know something, we will do our best to keep you updated 

by using email, Facebook, and website.  

 

A few things I wanted to make note of… 

 

Reach out! 
First and foremost, please pray for one another. I have encouraged 

folks to share prayer concerns that I am able to share as a part of our 

church services. Also: call, email, Facebook, and text folks on a 

regular basis. Check in! See how we’re all doing! The Membership 

Care and Concern Committee is doing their best to reach out to folks, 

and I am doing my best to reach out and keep in contact with folks as 

best I can. I will be meeting with the church council on March 26th to 

think about ministries that we can continue and/or start to help us 

stay connected to one another. 

 

If you find that you would really like to talk to me, or would like to 

have someone to pray with, do not hesitate to contact me at (920) 

279-1107. You can also text me at that number, or email me at: 

jbdroste@gmail.com. I am also available on Facebook. 

 

Sunday Services 

For the foreseeable future, I will be recording and posting on the 

website an abbreviated worship service on Friday afternoons that will 

be sent via email and Facebook on Saturdays. Feel free to check the 

Dodgeville UMC and Grace (Ridgeway) UMC Facebook pages for 

updates, as well as the website at: https://www.dodgevilleumc.org/sermons. 

As soon as we are able to get back to worshipping on site, we will get 

the word out through every channel at our disposal. This 

unfortunately means that we will not have Palm/Passion Sunday 

and Easter services at the church. This is a major bummer, but it is 

highly likely we will have an Easter celebration when we can finally 

get back to the church building . We’ll need it! 

 

Financial Concerns 

While we are not having worship on Sunday mornings on-site, and 

while we have suspended almost all of our committee meetings and 

small groups, the church does not cease having expenses. Our 

building needs to be maintained, there are ministries happening, and 

mailto:jbdroste@gmail.com
https://www.dodgevilleumc.org/sermons


  
I am navigating the best I can being a pastor during these 

unprecedented times. Your tithes and offerings are still critical to the 

mission and ministry of this church. I also understand that for many 

of you, this is a very difficult time financially. So, your support of the 

church is appreciated in whatever way you can give: time, talent, and 

treasure. Please consider: 

 

 Mailing in your offering by check or money order to the 

church. 

 Giving your offering through the church website: 
https://www.dodgevilleumc.org/giving/ 

 Contacting the church office to get information on how to 

give through automatic withdrawals from your 

checking/saving account. 

 

I miss you all so much! The opportunity I have to worship with you 

all is an experience that I look forward to greatly each week, and 

now that I can’t do it…I really realize how important it is to me. I 

also miss meeting you all in passing at the church, at church 

meetings, and even out an about. I will not take those opportunities 

for granted when this is over. 

 

In the meantime, the church is more than just a building…COVID-19 

won’t stop us from being a community in Christ, and a community 

that seeks to serve. Let’s be “safer at home,” but also continue to be 

the church for one another. Amen! 

 

         

         ~Pastor Jim 

 

https://www.dodgevilleumc.org/giving/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
United Methodist Women News 

 
I’m sure this isn’t a surprise to anyone—but just to clarify—the 
United Methodist Women and the Circles will not meet during 
April. We have also decided that it would be best to cancel 
Friends Night that was scheduled for May 7.   At this time it is not 
known if the rummage sale will be rescheduled.   
 
What a challenging time this is!  I would like to share the 
following prayer that is taken from a longer reading with the title: 
Prayer and Responsive Reading for Those Affected by 
Coronavirus that can be found on the UMW website: 
“All seeing God, look upon those who are now living in isolation, 
those who must be separated from loved ones for safety 
reasons, those who are single and/or without support systems, 
the disabled, those who are already living with mental disease, 
emotional and psychological disorders, those who are poor and 
already do not have access to health care or social services. 
Help them know that social distancing does not mean social 
disconnection. Help us be the community that we seek.” 
 
This was written by the Rev. Dionne P. Boissiere.  
The entire reading can be found on the website—
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/  
 

CHOIR NOTES 
  

 
The choir will rehearse on Wednesday, April 29 at 7:00PM 
in the music room.  We are scheduled to sing on May 3rd 
and May 17th. We will rehearse at 8:00AM on both of those 
Sundays.  
 
    
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

COME VISIT WITH CARLA PUSTINA 
Interview by Jeanne Kapotas 

 
       Carla is our secretary and has lived in  
       Dodgeville almost all her life.  She is a 
       graduate from Dodgeville High School – go  
       Dodgers.  She met Karl, the love of her life, at 
       the “Par Course” an exercise course built on 
the high school grounds. He struck up a conversation with her 
and then walked her home. On the one year anniversary of 
their first meeting, Karl proposed and surprised her with an 
engagement ring.  
 

After marrying they eventually spent a year and a half in 
Madison and then moved back to Dodgeville. In June, they will 
be happily married for thirty eight years. 
 

They are blessed with five children, Aaron, Tony, Alex, Abe, 
and Avery, all who live in Wisconsin, except Avery who resides 
in California. They also have five grandchildren.   
 

They like Dodgeville because of the beautiful landscape and 
the friendly family and friends who live here.  Karl is the Vice 
President of Finance at Uplands Hills Health.  Carla likes to 
write songs and sing, play the guitar & harmonica. Karl is very 
supportive and helps her in her travels. He likes to call himself 
her “Roadie”. 
 

An avid reader, Carla enjoys books that help her in her journey 
to grow in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus, and has written 
many of her songs about that journey.  Her most recent project 
is a children’s book entitled “God Wants You to Know Him” 
which she is hoping to illustrate with her own water color 
paintings. 
 

She likes the friendly people in our church and loves her job. 
She says Pastor Jim is very good to work with. 
 
Thank you for being a great secretary and for being so willing 
to help anyone who needs help, and also for sharing your 
beautiful music with us. Thank you for taking the time for this 
interview. God bless you. 
 

 

 

     



 

 

 

 

  

 

Tithing
90%

Building Use 
3%

Other
7%

February Income = $9,771

February   

Tithing $8,795 90% 

Building Use $275 3% 

Other $701 7% 

Total  $9,771  
 

 

Personnel
60%

Service and 
Outreach

18%

Property
19%

General
3%

February Expenses = 14,179

Personnel $8,554 60% 
Service and 
Outreach $2,540 18% 

Property $2,727 19% 

General $359 3% 

Total Expenses $14,179  
 



 

  

Tithing
89%

Fundraisers
6%

Other
2%

Year to Date Income = $21,057

Personnel $16,916 60% 
Service and 
Outreach $4,763 17% 

Property $5,694 20% 

General $596 2% 

Total Expenses $27,969  

   

 $29,838  
 

YTD    

Tithing $18,744 89%  
Fundraisers $1,319 6%  
Building Use $590   3% 

Other $404 2%  
Total  $21,057   

 

 

Personnel
60%

Service and 
Outreach

17%

Property
20%

General
2%

Year to Date Expenses = 27,969



  

PRIVACY OR SECRECY 
The love of money is the root of all evil, and in their eagerness to be 

rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pains. (1 Timothy 6:10) 

 

Rev. Molly Baskette has written an interesting devotional 
(www.ucc.org/daily_devotional_the_burden_of_money) in 
which she states that, “Church people often tell me that 
money is a private matter, but what they really practice 
with money is secrecy, not privacy.” 
 

The problem, according to Pastor Baskette, is that fear, 
shame and secrecy about money do the work of evil just 
as much as our love of it. Yes, some things need to be 
secret: like the recipe for Coca Cola or the identities of 
spies. However, many of our institutional practices at 
church become distorted because we, the members, have 
unhealthy relationships with money.  
 

We may think of the person who loves money as a 
monumental striver, always trying to get richer, never 
having enough. But those who love money also may long 
for more and then feel ashamed of that longing, or they 
may not balance their checkbook and live in fear of the 
debt collector (and feel ashamed), or may desire to be 
generous, but cannot let go (and feel ashamed). We want 
to keep these things secret.  
 

But, shame is not a healthy relationship with money and 
secrecy is not a healthy relationship with God or our fellow 
Christians. The Lenten/ Easter season is a good time to 
recognize our shortcomings, confess them to God, 
ourselves, and maybe others, and to repent. That is, to try 
to do things differently in the future. 
 

Many United Methodist churches provide courses on 
personal finance and getting out of debt. If yours does not, 
please contact us at the Wisconsin United Methodist 
Foundation. 
 

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

  

 



 

 

  

      LOOSE CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

April Loose Change for Change is designated to Ingathering 
at Annual Conference. 

 
 

 

 

 
ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR MARCH: 

 
Sunday  9:00    Offering  
 
March1  84    $4,030 
March 8  85    $2,383 
March 15  52    $2,195 
March 22 & 29 N/A    $N/A  

 

                                    
The United Methodist Women has budgeted $200 for Church 
Camp scholarships. The deadline for applying for a scholarship 
is July 1, 2020. If you are planning to attend a Church Camp this 
summer and would like to request a scholarship, please write a 
letter that includes the name of the camp, the type of camp, and 
if possible, a copy of the camp confirmation receipt that includes 
the fees. This letter then can be given to Robin Digman—
Treasurer of the UMW or Charlene Mingst. The amount of each 
scholarship is determined by the number of requests. 
 

 
CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 



 



 



 

 

  
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 8 - Ron & Julie Symons  
11 - Doug & Robin Digman  
11 – Jeff & Jackie Dux 
16 - Rich & Judy Strutt  
 

 
 
4 – Owen Beerkircher 
5 - Kevin Kirschbaum  
8 - Amber Price  
9 - Chip Forrest  
16 – Rose Hickman 
17 – Ben Berryman 
18 - Peggy Forrest  
22 - John Houck  
22 - Mike Weber  
24 - Marilyn Liddle  
25 - Jan Kirschbaum  
27 - Mary Ellen Schultze  
27 - Scott Tolzman  
27 – Brittany Gevelinger 
 

 APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

PLEASE PRAY: 
 

John Schwartz, Anna Olson, 

Eileen, Joyce V, Lois Dobson, 

Candy, Bill Wilson, Alan Jewell, 

John Kristen, Rose Williams, 

Jackie Dux, Mary Lou Oxnem, 

Jack Meixelsperger, Kathy 

Bryant, Palmer Wilson, 

Fernando, Kristina Bjornstad, 

Renee Mote, Mark Case, 

Miller/Putz family, Alice Griffiths, 

Marian Jewell, Pam Fingerson, 

Walsh Family, Tenley Walker  

 
 



 

  

 A song of hope from your office manager   
 

SING FOR JOY 
Based on Psalm 33 

 
[Chorus] 
We sing for joy in you Lord 
We sing for joy in you Lord 
Your righteousness in us 
Fills us with happiness 
We sing for joy in you Lord 
 
Verse 1: 
Your word is true and all your work is done in faithfulness 
You love righteousness and justice Lord 
The earth is full of your loving kindness Lord 
We cannot help but sing  [chorus] 
 
Verse 2: 
You know each person every deed inside and out 
Your eye is on all those who live in awe of you 
That you might save them from the darkness of the grave 
Our hearts erupt with joy  [chorus] 
 
Bridge: 
Lord Jesus you’re our hope 
Lord Jesus you’re our shield 
Lord in your endless love 
Drench us now as we wait for you  [chorus] 
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