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Worshipping in Our Church Buildings 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are set: June 20th and 21st!  There…I’m finally able to say 

something definitive about a date for worshiping in our church 

buildings! *whew* I know I had previously hoped for June 7th, but I 

am OK with waiting a few more weeks. God is good! 

 

By the recommendation of the Bishop’s COVID-19 Task Force, and 

the approval of the church council, we are set to offer a Saturday 

evening worship service at Grace UMC and Sunday morning service at 

Dodgeville UMC. The last time we gathered in our buildings for 

worship was March 14th and 15th. It will have been over three months 

since we’ve gathered in person. In the meantime, we have worshipped 

virtually and we have been distributing sermons to those who are 

homebound and facility-bound. I again thank you for your ability to 

care for one another and be in ministry in this new way. 

 

Just because we are able to offer a worship service in our church 

buildings does not mean they will be the same as they were before. I 

am figuring that you know this.  We will be taking precautions. I 

have spoken with the church council about the appropriate precautions 

that should be taken in accordance with recommendations made by the 

Wisconsin Council of Churches, the Center for Disease Control, the 

Badger Bounce-back Plan, and other sources. 

 

First off, if you do not  

feel comfortable coming  

to church services in the  

building yet, please stay  

home. It’s OK! You can  

come back whenever you  

are ready. If you are  

feeling unwell, running  



 

 

  

a fever, or showing and symptoms of COVID-19, please stay home! 

 

We will not be able to allow more than 50 individuals in the sanctuary 

at one time. I realize we’ll have no idea how many folks will plan on 

showing up on June 21st. We will start seating people at the front of the 

sanctuary and will work our way back. Utilizing social-distancing, we 

will need to keep a two-row buffer. If we have more than 50 people, 

folks will need sit in the narthex or in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

We will have bulletins that will be pre-placed in the locations where 

we will be seating people. We will have baskets in the back of the 

sanctuary where you can put your offering and Connection Cards on 

the way out. For the time being, there will be no congregational 

singing. I know that this will not be easy. Yet, refraining from 

congregational singing is a recommended step from many different 

sources. Christina has agreed to offer music through the praise band for 

the months of June and July. We will revisit congregational singing as 

the summer goes on.  

 

Communion will be pre-placed in the pews. They will be pre-packaged 

containers that have the bread and the juice in them. This is again the 

recommended practice at least through the summer. We will also 

review this as the summer goes on. We will have a children’s message, 

but it will take place with the children staying where they are. For the 

time being, we will not be having fellowship time after the service. It 

will likely be some time before we offer that again. Greeters will help 

to dismiss people so that we might continue to accommodate social 

distancing.  

 

Here are some other precautions we are taking: hand sanitizer will be 

available throughout the church building. We encourage you to use 

bathrooms one person at a time. Anti-bacterial wipes will be available 

in all bathrooms. You will be asked to wear a mask while you are in 

the church; if you do not have one, we will provide one for you. We 

will keep doors to the sanctuary open, and we will open the windows 

in the sanctuary, if weather permits.  

 

Starting on June 21st, we will attempt to livestream the service through 

Facebook at the appointed worship time and then we will post the full 

service on the website later in the day. Starting that weekend we will 

 

         

     



 

not be pre-recording the services anymore. We will continue to mail a 

hardcopy of the sermon to folks for the remainder of the summer. 

 

If you are signed up to serve for worship services starting on June 21st, 

you will be contacted to see whether or not you are willing or able to 

participate. If you are not able to, that’s OK! 

 

Things may change as we go, especially in the numbers regarding 

COVID cases continues to improve. If numbers trend in the other 

direction, that may affect this, too. We will need to be flexible. 

 

I am excited to have the opportunity to worship together again. I look 

forward greatly to June 20th and 21st. If you have any questions, do not 

hesitate to reach out to me! 
 

 

         ~Pastor Jim 

MAY GIVING  
Deposits as of  5/14/20 

 
5/5/20 Deposit  $  11,370 
5/14/20 Deposit  $    2,360 



  

“YOURS ARE THE HANDS OF CHRIST” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Starting June 14th, I will be starting a 6-part worship series utilizing the book 

Yours Are the Hands of Christ by James C. Howell. This was a book that I 

inherited from a retired pastor’s library, and finally had the chance to read. I 

found the book to be profound, and quite practical. In it the author writes: 

 

 “[F]or Christianity to have any meaningful future, we must get 

serious a bout a genuine, flesh-and-blood lifestyle that is holy without being 

elitist, engaged with the world without becoming jaded by it, active 

 and busy in the world yet prepared to cope with failure.” 

 

Within the roots of Methodism, Wesley emphasized a practical theology, 

that our faith was something that we should be living out directly each and 

every day. Wesley also emphasized that when we make the decision to 

follow Jesus Christ, our lives should transform. Howell writes in his 

introduction, “Jesus did not come so we could feel different, Jesus came so 

we could be different.” It is about more than feelings…this a complete 

change in who we are and what it important! 

 

I appreciate his utilization of the Teresa of Avila quote and his reflection on 

the hands of Jesus. He writes, “We will begin with the fact that Jesus, too, 

had hands. Jesus was very much human, a participant in the real world, and 

so he lures us into a very tangible, practical kind of life.” 

 

Here is a breakdown of the services for June: 

 June 14th: “Living Hands” – 1 Corinthians 6:11-20 

 June 21st: “Unfurling Hands” – Luke 4:16-30 

 June 28th: “Healing Hands” – Mark 2:13-22 
 

“Christ has no body now on earth  

but yours, 

no hands but yours, 

no feet but yours. 

Your are the eyes through which  

the compassion  

of Christ is to look on a hurting world. 

Yours are the feet with which he is to go 

about doing good. 

Yours are the hands with which  

he is blessing now.”  

    

 – attributed to Teresa of Avila 
  



April   

Tithing $11,555 83% 

Building Use $140 1% 

Other $2,249 16% 

Total  $13,944  
 
 

 
 

Personnel $6,557 58% 
Service & 
Outreach $1,943 17% 

Property $2,534 23% 

General $216 2% 

Total Expenses $11,249  
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Personnel
59%

Service and 
Outreach

17%

Property
21%

General
3%

Year to Date Expenses = $51,850

 

YTD   

Tithing $40,632 88% 

Fundraisers $2,004 4% 

Building Use $815 2% 

Other $2,756 6% 

Total  $46,207  
 

 

Personnel $30,898 60% 
Service and 
Outreach $8,774 17% 

Property $10,781 21% 

General $1,397 3% 

Total Expenses $51,850  
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GIVING – New Age, New Church 

 

But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength, they 
will fly up on wings like eagles; they will run and not be tired, 
they will walk and not be weary. (Isaiah 40:31)  
 

After Superstorm Sandy, my brother’s church on Long Island 
became the center for recovery efforts in the Mid-Atlantic.  
75% sustained damage to their homes; all had neighbors 
affected by the storm.    
 

Today, we are in the midst of an unprecedented urgent 
response and recovery effort in which every church must be a 
center of recovery.  Unlike a hurricane, earthquake, wildfire, 
flood or famine, the COVID-19 pandemic affects every person 
and every community worldwide.  
 

As we return to church after quarantine, we should not fall into 
the trap of thinking, “How do we get back to the way we 
were?”  Rather, we ought to ask, “How can we be a better 
church coming out of the pandemic, than we were going in?”  
Economic and emotional recovery is going to be a matter of 
years.  What will your church do to help? 
 

Each United Methodist should be discerning his or her own 
and their congregation’s strengths; praying and preparing to 
join with a small group of congregants who will identify needs 
in the community/ nation/world.  Then each group must create, 
fund, and carry out a plan to address those needs.   There will 
be children who have fallen behind in school.  They will need 
tutoring and encouragement.   
 

There will be those who will have no job to which to return.  
They will need help applying for benefits, negotiating with 
banks, or getting enough food for their families.  There will be 
people who continue to fall ill with the coronavirus.  Fear and 
anxiety will continue to be widespread. Prepare yourself for the 
times to come. Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist 
Foundation 
 

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
  
 



  

UMW NEWS 
 

I know that I am not alone when I say that this spring has been 
challenging and disappointing in many ways. But, I am thankful 
for the many ways Pastor Jim and others, especially the Care 
and Concern committee members have kept in contact with our 
congregation. We have missed being able to worship together 
and the fellowship we enjoy. As United Methodist Women we 
have missed meeting together at our Unit and Circle meetings. 
UMW South West District and Wisconsin Conference events 
have been canceled for the spring and summer. We missed our 
annual Friends Night and the spring Rummage &  Bake sales. 
We have missed smiling faces and hugs and so much more.  
Keeping in mind that we don’t really know what lies ahead, it is 
with a hopeful and prayerful heart that we can meet together 
again to plan and enjoy the following scheduled meetings and 
events: 
 
-The annual “Brunch at the Barn” at Martha Boyer’s lovely 
home—Date to be determined 
-South West District Team Meeting at DUMC (Fellowship 
Hall)—August 8, 2020 
-Our local unit meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 3, 
2020, at 7:00PM. 
-At this time the South West District Annual Gathering is still 
being planned for Saturday, September 19, 2020—at our 
church. (We have a SW District Team Meeting on June 20 
when we will discuss this event.) 
-UMW Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, September 27. Martha 
Boyer will share the message! 
-Fall Rummage/Bake Sale—Set-up: Tuesday, October 6-
Thursday October 8. Sale: Friday & Saturday, October 9-10.   
 
Until we meet again—Be Safe! Be Well! 
Love and Prayers, 
Charlene Mingst (President Dodgeville UMW) 
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