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A Few Thoughts during This Time of Transition

| don’t really have a larger message for the month of July. We
often don’t have a newsletter just for the month of July, but |
thought it would be important to check in with you monthly,
especially during these months as we begin to venture out in
the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. Here are just a few
reflections that | have this month:

Our First Service “Back”

If you receive a mailed copy of the sermon each week, |
expressed to you the range of emotions that | was feeling
leading up to our worship services at Grace and Dodgeville on
June 20" and 21st. | wasn’t sure what to expect! It was
wonderful to physically have people present to worship. |
wasn’t preaching to a camera lens! © Granted, things were
definitely different, but under the guidelines required,
everything went well. Some of you have expressed that you
are planning on returning at some point, but you aren’t ready
yet. | completely understand! We'll still mail sermons, have a
Facebook livestream (hopefully without the service being off
90° in the future), and have the service recording available later
in the afternoon.

Prayer Concerns and Joys/God Moments

If you have a prayer concern or a joy/God moment that you
would like to have shared during worship services, please
email me at: [bdroste@gmail.com, call or text me at (920) 279-
1107 so that | can have that included for the service and
recording.

Coming Back to Communion
Our individual Communion packs came in the mail this week,


mailto:jbdroste@gmail.com

so we will plan on using those during the months of the July
and August, and we will monitor it month by month from there.
We have not shared Communion together since March 15, |
look forward to sharing the table with you in worship on July
4t and 5%,

Christina’s Ministry Call

Christina completed her coursework for Licensing School a
few weeks ago. It was all completely online through Candler
School of Theology at Emory University. She has not yet
received a call about an appointment, and in checking with our
District Superintendent Scott Carlson, there are currently no
appointments available. We are still praying, waiting, and
seeing what might happen moving forward

Another Change to Annual Conference

We found out that week that our Annual Conference, which
was rescheduled to October 23-24™ is now going to be a
virtual conference. There are still a lot of details that need to
be worked out as this is something that we have never done
before. What this means for worship, and for voting, will be
revealed as we go. The good news is that registration will be
much less expensive because there will be no need for hotel
rooms and meals for a multi-day event!

Ecumenical Worship Service in August

The last two years we have had an outdoor worship service at
Centennial Park together with Plymouth UCC and Grace
Lutheran Church. In talking with Pastors Mark & Joy this week,
we decided that it is best that we not have the joint service this
year. While the service would be outside, we have no way of
regulating how many might show up, and we are still not
certain what the status of COVID-19 will be in August. So, we
look forward to hopefully having this event again next summer.

That’s about all | can think of to share right now. Blessings to
you all!

~Pastor Jim




“Yours Are the Hands of Christ”

Christ has no body now on earth but s ALt

yours,
no hands but yours, L E L AND 3
no feet but yours. V'
Your are the eyes thr_ough which the of CHR I
compassion 'y W -
of Christ is to look on a hurting world. = £

Yours are the feet with which he is to go
about doing good.
Yours are the hands with which he is
bless now.”

— attributed to Teresa of Avila

We will be continuing our 6-part worship series utilizing the book
Yours Are the Hands of Christ by James C. Howell. This was a book
that | inherited from a retired pastor’s library, and finally had the
chance to read. | found the book to be profound, and quite practical.
In it the author writes:

“[F]or Christianity to have any meaningful future, we must get
serious about a genuine, flesh-and-blood lifestyle that is holy
without being elitist, engaged with the world without becoming jaded
by it, active  and busy in the world yet prepared to cope with
failure.”

Within the roots of Methodism, Wesley emphasized a practical
theology, that our faith was something that we should be living out
directly each and every day. Wesley also emphasized that when we
make the decision to follow Jesus Christ, our lives should transform.
Howell writes in his introduction, “Jesus did not come so we could
feel different, Jesus came so we could be different.” It is about more
than feelings...this a complete change in who we are and what it
important!

| appreciate his utilization of the Teresa of Avila quote and his
reflection on the hands of Jesus. He writes, “We will begin with the




fact that Jesus, too, had hands. Jesus was very much human, a

participant in the real world, and so he lures us into a very tangible,
practical kind of life.”

Here is a breakdown of the services for the remainder of the series:
e July 5" “Healing Hands” — Mark 2:1-12
e June 12": “Holy Hands” — Matthew 12:1-14
e June 19™: “Joining Hands” — Matthew 12:46-50




FINANCIAL

May
Tithing $5,550 29%
Building Use S0 0%
Other $13,864 71%
Total $19,414
May Income = $19,414
Other ing Use
71% 0%
Personnel $7,402 66%
Service &
Outreach $2,037 18%
Property $1,895 17%
General -$127 -1%
Total Expenses $11,207

Property
16%

Service &
Outreach
18%

May Expenses = $11,207

General
-1%

Personnel
65%




REPORT

YTD
Tithing $46,182 70%
Fundraisers $2,004 3%
Building Use $815 1%
Other $16,619 25%
Total Expenses $65,620
YTD Income = $65,620
Building
Use
1%
Fundraisers
3%

Personnel $38,300 61%
Service and

Outreach $10,811 17%
Property $12,676 20%
General $1,270 2%
Total Expenses $63,058

Year to Date Expenses = $63,058

General
Property 2%

20%

Service and
Outreach
17%

Personnel
61%




Attendance Report

ATTENDANCE/GIVING FOR JUNE:
Sunday Attendance Offering
June 21 30 $2,770
June 28 n/a
Please Pray JULY Anniversaries

John Schwartz, Anna Olson,
Joyce V, Lois Dobson,
Candy, Bill Wilson, Alan
Jewell, John Kristen, Rose
Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary
Lou Oxnem, Jack
Meixelsperger, Kathy Bryant,
Palmer Wilson, Fernando,
Kristina Bjornstad, Renee
Mote, Mark Case, Miller/Putz
family, Alice Griffiths, Marian
Jewell, Pam Fingerson,
Walsh Family, Tenley Walker

1 - Merlin & Virginia Gorsline
12 - Jeff & Juanita Starr
25 — Rick & Kerry Beerkircher

July Birthdays

1 - Rich Strutt

7 - Judy Halverson

7 — Lesley Houck

7 — Zackery Weber

7 — Natalie Currie

8 — Dona Ray

12 — James Gevelinger
13 - Juanita Starr

14 - Wanda McCutchin
14 - Donna Welsh

20 — Zena Weber

24 - Tina Smith
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Important lowa County Cancer
Coalition Update .....

Since 2017, the lowa County Cancer Coalition has
successfully held an annual fundraiser. The funds
raised at these events have assisted close to 100 Iowa
County residents, with an active cancer diagnosis, to
ease some of their financial burden. Unfortunately, the
coalition board members have decided to postpone the
2020 fundraiser due to health and safety concerns for
all involved.

However, even during a pandemic, cancer does not go
away. The coalition has funding available to assist
Iowa County residents battling cancer. Assistance may
be provided for everyday expenses including: housing,
utility, prescription, medical, grocery, and
transportation costs.

The Iowa County Cancer Coalition is still accepting
donations. If you feel that you can support our
coalition at this time, please donate! Checks can be
mailed to PO Box 36; Cobb, WI 53526. Donations can
also be made on PayPal. For more information on the
Iowa County Cancer Coalition, review the webpage @
iowacountycancercoalition.org or follow us on
Facebook.

The lowa County Cancer Coalition Fundraiser will
return in 2021 to Barneveld!







