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One of Jesus’ great teaching parables
ADAM HAMILTON involves a sower who cast seed along the
e ground. The sower hoped the seeds

would sprout, grow, and bear good fruit.
E l‘l OLl ()‘l”l Some seeds did just that, producing a
REVISED EDITION great harvest. But others, Jesus said, fell
among thorns and, though they began to
grow, these good plants were quickly
choked out. Jesus said the thorns were
“the cares of the world and the lure of
wealth” (Matthew 13:22).

In a culture where having “enough”
seems to have become a never-ending
pursuit, Jesus’ parable remains incredibly relevant. Many are chasing
the American dream in ways that lead to stress, anxiety, and fear—
thorns that can rob us of the ability to enjoy the abundant lives of
purpose that God intended for us. During these months in which | have
been spending a great deal of time at home, it has given me a lot of
time to think about what it truly important in my life: | have been
centering in on my family and my relationship with God. Perhaps you
been doing some similar thinking!

All of us have struggled with these issues at one time or another. They
are important issues that we cannot ignore. This is why, over the four
weeks during the month of October, we will be having a worship



emphasis based on the book Enough: Discovering Joy Through
Simplicity and Generosity by Adam Hamilton. Over the last few years,
we have set aside the month of October as a time to focus on
stewardship, especially as we will soon be thinking about setting our
budget for 2021. (COVID has me completely losing track of what
month it is...budget season, already?)

Back in March when the “safer at home” order first came into effect, I
was certainly thinking that COVID-19 might be wrapping up by now
and life would be getting back to normal. That is certainly not the
case! We continue to explore new ways to worship and be present with
one another. Despite these uncertain times it is still important for us to
remember the importance of our church family, our church’s work and
ministry, and the financial resources needed for you church.

During these four Sundays during Stewardship Month, we will explore
what the Bible teaches us about financial management through our
worship services together. We’ll hear advice and stories about what
others have learned by working through financial challenges. Each
week there will be some practical tools you can use to assess your
financial situation and develop a financial plan with a biblical
foundation.

At the conclusion of Stewardship Month, on October 25th we will
have the opportunity to make personal commitments of our offerings
to God through our church in 2021. Given the circumstances of
COVID-19, we realize that commitment cards will be coming in the
mail, as well as being offered during our worship services.

I hope you will join us in the coming weeks as we look at how we can
manage our financial resources and truly experience simplicity,
generosity, and joy. We continue to mail out the sermons each week to
those who are at home or at care facilities. We have been worshipping
in our church buildings since June 20""/21%, and that service will be
available on Facebook Live, and will be available later on our website.
Lots of ways to worship, and in October, to reflect on financial
stewardship.

Blessing to you all in these uncertain times!

~Pastor Jim



United Methodist Women Hap
All women of the church are invited and encouraged to attend
any of these meetings and/or events. If you have any
guestions about UMW please contact Charlene Mingst or any
one of our current members.

The officers of our unit of United Methodist Women will meet on
Thursday, September 3™ at 6:30PM in Fellowship Hall, Any
member that would like to join us is welcome to attend—all who
attend will be wearing masks and will follow the rules of social
distancing. Robin Digman will lead the program “Caring for Each
Other in Community”, the first program from our new 2020-2021
UMW Program Book—Kanitted Together for God’s Good Work.
During the business meeting we will elect officers for 2021, discuss
UMW Sunday, scheduled for September 27, and the Rummage/Bake
Sale scheduled for October 9% and 10™". Another topic of discussion
will be how to access the virtual South West Annual Gathering via
ZOOM.

United Methodist Women Sunday—September 27, 2020. We are
excited to announce that our very special speaker for this annual
event will be Jane Rubietta who is a speaker known around the
world and an award-winning author. We are grateful to Martha Boyer
who personally contacted her to speak at our service. To learn more
about this highly regarded author and speaker go to
Www.janerubietta.com.

The annual South West District Annual Gathering which is usually a
day-long event has been changed to a “mini — virtual” annual
gathering to be held as a ZOOM meeting on Saturday, September 19,
2020 from 9AM-11AM. The theme for the event is Let Your Light
Shine — Ignited for Justice. The Keynote speaker for the meeting is
Dr. Kathy D. Hartke, MD who will speak on “The UMC’s Role in
Improving Women’s Health”. Please see Charlene Mingst, Martha
Boyer, or Robin Digman for registration information. There is no fee
for the event.



http://www.janerubietta.com/

FALL RUMMAGE/BAKE SALE

The annual UMW Fall Rummage and Bake Sale is still
scheduled to happen on Friday, October 9 and Saturday, October 10,
2020. However, this year’s event will look a bit different as we felt we
needed to make some changes because of the coronavirus. During the
sale all workers and shoppers will need to wear masks and follow the
rules of social-distancing. It may be necessary to limit the number of
shoppers to 10 at a time in Fellowship Hall.

The biggest changes will be in what we will be selling. First of
all, we are sorry to say that we will not accept or sell any adult or
children’s clothing, shoes, hats, purses, bedding, pillows, blankets or
stuffed toys. WE WILL GLADLY ACCEPT: knick-knacks,
antiques, furniture (no entertainment centers please), jewelry and
watches, housewares and décor, crafts, lamps, pictures, picture frames,
clocks, kitchen goods such as pots and pans, dishes, silverware etc.,
etc. We will accept toys (not stuffed toys), games, books, and puzzles.
Also we will need décor and other items for the holidays, both
Christmas and the fall season. As in other years PLEASE DO NOT
BRING: TVs, computers, dehumidifiers, home-recorded VCR tapes, or
inappropriate DVDs, books or magazines.

We are also planning to go ahead with the Bake Sale on
Saturday, October 10". If you like to bake, please consider donating
items—everything must be wrapped and sealed in see-through bags or
containers when you bring them in. Please price your items and bring
them to the church on Friday or early Saturday.

It will be important for us to know who is willing to work throughout
the sale and set-up, well ahead of time. We will begin to set things up
on Tuesday, October 6™. Set-up will continue through Thursday,
October 8. Set-up times will be from 9:00AM-4:00PM on those days.
Sign-up sheets will be available in Fellowship Hall or call Charlene
Mingst (935-5758) or Nancy Mortimer at 608-574-691 to let us know
that you will help. (Thank you to those who have already said they
would help.)

This fundraiser will help the United Methodist Women meet
our goals of mission on the local, state, national, and international
levels, including supporting the general budget of our church. THANK
YOU TO ALL WHO WILL WORK AND ALSO TO EVERYONE
WHO DONATES ITEMS.




July Income = $12,039

Other July

4% Tithing $11,433

Building Use Building Use $85

1% Other $521

Total $12,039

July Expenses = $12,170
p . General
riE;r ¥ 2% Personnel $8,103
Service &
Service & Outreach $1,960
Outreach Property $1,870
16% General $237
Personnel Total Expenses $12,170
67%
YTD Income = $92,323
YTD

Tithing $67,995

Building Use Fundraisers $2,004

1% Building Use $900

Fundraisers Other 521’7424
2% Total $92,323




Report

Year to Date Expenses = $91,475

Property
22%
N

Service and
Outreach
16%

General
2%
Personnel $54,388
Service and
Outreach $14,771
Personnel| Property $20,271
60% General M
Total Expenses $91,475

‘a
Comg cqldbrate with

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

7 - Chip & Peggy Forrest
15 - Terry & Penny Edwards
15 — John & Bonnie Oxnem
SEPTEMBER | 29 - Steve & Julie Colden

BIRTHDAYS

1 - London Starr

13 — John Oxnem

15 - Doug Digman
16 - Nancy Mortimer
18 — Peg Trankle

19 - Terry Edwards
20 - Charlie Price

23 — Akayla Schultze
24 - Anthony Bultteris
26 — Martha Boyer
27 - Louise Price

29 - Sandra Alexander

PLEASE PRAY:
John Schwartz, Anna Olson, Joyce
V, Lois Dobson, Candy, Bill Wilson,
Alan Jewell, John Kristen, Rose
Williams, Jackie Dux, Mary Lou
Oxnem, Jack Meixelsperger, Kathy
Bryant, Palmer Wilson, Fernando,
Kristina Bjornstad, Renee Mote,
Mark Case, Miller/Putz family, Alice
Griffiths, Marian Jewell, Pam
Fingerson, Walsh Family, Tenley
Walker , Allison




GIVING
Resilience in Clay Jars

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made
clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not
come from us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; (2 Corinthians 4:7-9)

There is much being written about the need for resilience in our
home lives, in our churches, in our communities and in our
institutions. Resilience is the ability to recover quickly from
difficulties; think of the tree that bends but does not break.
Clearly, the Apostle Paul had resilience in mind when writing to
the Corinthians.

There are three things that | believe a resilient church needs:
1. Devotion to a vision of ministry and mission
2. Knowledge of the spiritual gifts of members and
friends of the congregation (the “treasure in clay jars”)
3. Nurturing of gifts through spiritual disciplines of prayer,
presence, gifts, service and witness.

In these pandemic times, we will need to discover and nurture
resilience because, first, our affliction will not be ending any time
soon. Until there is an effective vaccine that has been broadly
implemented (2 or 3 or more years in the future), church
attendance will be dangerous to members over 60 or those with
chronic illnesses. Our churches must be resilient, second,
because we are not going back to where we were. A mix of
online and in-person worship, participation and giving will be the
new normal going forward. Finally, we must be resilient because
the newcomers we need to survive will judge us according to
how we adhered to Christian values during the pandemic.

In all ways acknowledge God, and God will make straight your
paths.

Jim Wells,
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation




“Mark of a Methodist” Book Study

Even before COVID-19 changed everything, | had

intended on doing a book study in September. We A o}'"'-['}::/':"

are at the point at which some churches are Character of
cautiously holding worship services in their a Methodist
buildings, and some ministries are starting back Ry sepmenarmyol B0A

wod Leggutarm for Senag Uve

up. I would like to do a book study, but I think it
will have to be done virtually, with others
welcome to join in over the phone.

Some time ago, | was made aware of a book
called The Character of a Methodist which is DAVID WENTZ
edited by David Wentz. It is a modern adaption of

John Wesley’s aforementioned writing with language that is more
understandable to the modern ear. It is a short book which asks
some powerful questions at the end of each chapter. It will have us
thinking about what it is that makes us Methodists. ©

I would like to do a Zoom-based gathering for the book study, in
which even those without computers would be able to join in on
the phone. Anyone should be able to participate! The book is
available as a Kindle book ($4.00) and hardcopy ($6.00) as well. If
you can purchase your own copy, great! If not, the church can
provide a copy for $6.00.

If you are interested in participating, email me at:
jodroste@gmail.com or call the church office at 935-5451 and let me
know. Sign-up will wrap-up on September 11" and we’ll
determine a meeting schedule based on those who have signed up.



mailto:jbdroste@gmail.com

Project Recovery

The Wisconsin Community Action Program Association

(WISCAP) is launching Project Recovery to provide outreach,
crisis counseling, and support to individuals emotionally affected

by COVID-19. These resources are made available by the
Department of Health Services (DHS) through the Federal

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and in partnership with

WISCAP and three community action agencies, the Social

Development Commission, Community Action Coalition of South

Central Wisconsin and NEWCAP.

These outreach
workers help
survivors and
communities by
organizing and
prioritizing
recovery tasks

while also maintaining current information about a wide variety of
recovery resources. Outreach workers are also available to help
with problem solving, conflict resolution, stress management, and
developing plans to address unmet needs. Residents can access
Project Recovery by visiting www.projectrecoverywi.org or calling

2-1-1.
Giving/Attendance Stats - August
Week Attendance Offering
1 26 $2,250
2 26 $2,900
3 32 $4,165
4 25 $1,090
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